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April is National Fair Housing Month

Shaker Heights
Fair Housing Review Board

Our commitment:
e To protect your fair housing rights.
e To provide quality training to property owners & real estate professionals.
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Know Your
Fair Housing Rights

Did | get rejected for the apartment because | have kids? m Do | have a pet or therapy animal?
» Why did my landlord impose extra terms on me? m Can | request a parking space if | have a
disability? m | was told a unit is not available, but it's still being advertised. Is this okay?

LEEEND
I

Everyone has the right to choose where they want to live, Learn more at

without unlawful discrimination. .
shakeronline.com/

Fair Housing Office, 3400 Lee Rd. m fair-housing, where you
216-491-1440 | Ohio Relay Service 711 - I t details f

. ity of Shaker Heights
law@shakeronline.com FAIR HOUSING OFFICE LR e
The work that provided the basis for this announcement or advertisement was supported by funding AL upcomlng event
under a Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development.
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ON THE COVER:

Meg Hennen in her kitchen.
Photography by Robert Muller.

With Library Director Amy Switzer,
post-renovation.

Preschool:
A Driver of Equity

One of the few things educational
researchers agree on is the

value of a high-quality early
education program.

A Second Helping
of Susie’s Q
Thornton Park’s popular caterers

return this summer to make
another splash.

Work. Live.

Meghann Hennen brings people
together through challah bread, a
Jewish food that fosters connectivity
through women and families.
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Savvy Award &
APEX Award*
Winner

SHAKER LIFE
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3400 Lee Road, Shaker Heights, OH 44120
WEBSITES: shaker.life | shakeronline.com
EMAIL: shaker.mag@shakeronline.com
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PUBLISHER
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READER COMMENTS
Please send comments and observations to
Letters to the Editor, shaker.mag@shakeronline.com, or to
SHAKER LIFE, 3400 Lee Rd., Shaker Heights, OH 44120.
Letters may be edited for publication.

STORY SUBMISSIONS
SHAKER LIFE does not accept unsolicited
editorial material, but story suggestions from residents
are welcome. Send suggestions by email or letter.
Please do not call. We cannot respond to every
suggestion but each will be given consideration.
Freelancers: Please email the editor for guidelines.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Kim Golem 216.491.1419
SHAKER LIFE is published four times per year by the
City of Shaker Heights; Department of Communications
& Marketing; Ann McGure, Director. It is distributed free to
residents of the Shaker Heights City School District.
Additional copies available for $5.25.

For general City information, call 216.491.1400, or
EMAIL: city.hall@shakeronline.com

ADA NOTICE: Upon request, the City can provide
published materials in alternative formats to
accommodate a person with a visual impairment.

The views of the individuals and organizations
interviewed in SHAKER LIFE are not necessarily the
official views of the City of Shaker Heights.
© City of Shaker Heights. All rights reserved.

*Savvy Awards recognize the country’s best in
local government communications and marketing.
APEX Awards recognize the country’s best in
graphic design, editorial content and the ability
to achieve overall communications excellence
published by professional communicators.

A Landscape Design, Build & Maintenance Firm

Started in 1970 and Proudly Serving Shaker Heights for Over 50 Years Printed on 10% PCW recycled paper.

' This magazine is 100% recyclable.
-~ Please recycle this magazine.

PH 216.663.6666 | FX 216.663.1157 | www.hamlandscaping.com
4667 Northfield Road | Cleveland, Ohio 44128

Twitter @shakeronline
Instagram @ShakerHeights

Herrick A. Mann | SHHS Class of ‘74 | hmann@hamlandscaping.com 0 0 . facebook.com/shakerheights
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PEOPLE COMMUNITY ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT GREAT SHAKER HOMES

Shaker is a place for new beginnings.

Faithfully Fit

Maridah Akram is one of many who
learned that a pandemic can obliterate the
best-laid plans. But, true to form, Akram
powered through the setbacks with her
eyes firmly fixed on her goal.

Fernway School

Two years after a devastating fire,
Fernway Elementary School reopened
as a state-of-the-art learning center
symbolizing the power of the community
coming together for a common purpose.

Haus Malts

Making malted grain for beer is as old

as the Pharaohs. What started in the
basement of a Winthrop Road home in
more recent times has become a thriving
business for a father-and-son team.
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CHAMBERFEST
CLEVELAND

An immersive summer
chamber music festival
bringing world-renowned
musicians to Cleveland.

June 14 - July 1, 2023

Season 11: inspired by the novel
The Unbearable Lightness of Being

Use the code SL23 to get
10% off all ticketed concerts.

Save the dates for two free events:

Father's Day at the Nature Center!
Family fun featuring chamber
music and hands-on activities.

Plan a date night in Tremont for a
ChamberFest celebration at the
historic Forest City Brewery!
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Storefront Renovation Spotlight

Talk about curb appeal. If you've traveled on Lee Road south of Chagrin Boulevard in
recent months, you've likely noticed the dramatic transformation of the building at
3700-3704 Lee Road. The building, which is owned by the Shaker Lee Development
Fund, is home to Process Canine Training Center (3700), True Vibes Unleashed (3702),
and Rivals Beauty Lounge (3704).

“We knew that renovating the exterior of this building would be impactful because of
its size and where it is on the street,” explains Nick Fedor, executive director of the Shaker
Heights Development Corporation (SHDC), which managed the project on behalf of
the Fund. “It’s also a recognition of the great things that are happening with these
businesses on Lee Road.”

The Fund was formed by SHDC in 2021 with the goal of redeveloping and revitalizing
the Lee Road commercial district south of Chagrin Boulevard. To date, the Fund has
raised about $750,000. Learn more at shakerdevcorp.com/thefund.

“The renovation is a good example of one of the goals of the Fund, which is to provide
good, quality commercial space for small and growing businesses on Lee Road,” explains
Fedor. “We also hope we've offered some inspiration to other property owners by showing
what’s possible with one of Lee Road’s older commercial buildings.”

Shaker-based Gibbon Architecture designed the new facade. The project was
the recipient of the City’s Storefront Renovation Program, which provides rebates of
up to $15,000 for qualifying exterior upgrades to commercial properties located in
Shaker Heights.

“This storefront renovation is an example of how a small change provides vision
for what is possible for the future,” says Councilmember Carmella Williams, chair of the
Neighborhood and Economic Development Committee. “It is also an example of the benefits
of collaboration with SHDC, the Fund, local community members, and others. It is the hope
that these partnerships will continue to serve future endeavors along Lee Road.”

Learn more about the Storefront Renovation Program at shakeronline.com/storefront.
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KARLOVEC

& COMPANY

DESIGN/BUILD = REMODEL

PEOPLE, PROCESS AND PLACE:
CRAFTING SPACES THAT MAKE
A HOUSE A HOME.

For over 25 years we've been solving
problems, and crafting exceptional living
spaces, for those who call Shaker home.

From concept to completion, our unique
Design/Remodel approach provides
a seamless and satisfying experience that
gets rave reviews. Call us today, or visit
our website to learn more.

DESIGN - PLAN - BUILD
Space Planning | Additions | Kitchens | Bathrooms | Basements
Whole House Renovations | Historic Restoration

WWW.KARLOVEC.COM

A SHAKER HEIGHTS BUSINESS INFO@ KARLOVEC.COM
216.767.1887



RUST BELT% RIDERS

Residential
composting services
make earth day
every day.

At Home Pick-Up

weekly service
free soil
$30/mo

Neighborhood
Drop-Off

24/7 bin access
20+ Sites
$10/mo

save $25 on sign up
with code SL25!

www.rustbeltriders.com
(216) 800-4651 Ext. 2

6 SPRING 2023 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE

@ Shaker Online

Starting in April, participants in the City’s natural gas aggregation program will
see their rate rise to $4.56 per MCF. This rate will be in effect through March 2025.

Natural gas rates are up throughout Ohio, which accounts for the price increase
for the City’s program. Still, the new rate remains competitive for the region.

The City has again selected IGS as the supplier of the natural gas aggregation
program. IGS has been the City’s provider of choice for 16 years. The decision was
made based on price - IGS offered the lowest price per MCF - in addition to its record
of outstanding customer service.

“The City and its residents have received excellent service from IGS over the past
16 years, and the City has been able to offer competitive rates for natural gas,” notes
William Ondrey Gruber, the City’s law director.

Residents participating in the program received an opt-out notice in February.
Those who wish to remain in the program should do nothing; residents who wish to
opt out of the City’s natural gas aggregation program should follow the instructions in
the letter.

Note that residents may enter or exit the City’s program at any time and with no
penalty. Learn more at shakeronline.com/gas-aggregation.

It’s official. The City will launch its new 100 percent green electric aggregation
program on June 1. The rate is 7.71 cents per kWh for 24 months.

Previously, the City was a member of the Northeast Ohio Public Energy
Council (NOPEC) for its electric aggregation program. At the end of 2022, the City
left NOPEC with the goal of creating its own electric aggregation program offering
100 percent green electricity. Learn more at shakeronline.com/green-electric.

“Operating our own electric aggregation program allows Shaker Heights
greater flexibility to offer our residents a competitive price while significantly
reducing our greenhouse gas emissions,” says Michael Peters, the City’s
sustainability coordinator.

Eligible residents, including those who participated in the NOPEC program,
will receive an opt-out letter in April. Residents who wish to join the City’s
electric aggregation program should do nothing. Residents who don’t want to
participate should follow the instructions in the letter.

As with the natural gas aggregation program, residents may enter or exit the
electric aggregation program at any time and with no penalty.
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WINDOWS AND DOORS THAT REFER
THEMSELVES

Homeowners trust Marvin because they’re confident that our windows and doors will maintain their beauty
and high performance through years of the harshest weather conditions. Contractors install Marvin because
they're confident that we will continue to stand behind our products, just like we've been doing for over 100
years.

Schedule a visit at your local, Marvin replacement specialist today. Our showroom has beautiful displays
from several of our vendors and plenty of information around! Stop in or give Crooked River Building
Supply a call today!

MARVIN =

©2022 Marvin Lumber and Cedar Co., LLC.

CROOKED RIVER 19106 Miles Rd. Warrensville Hts., OH 44128

BUILDING SUPPLY 216-478-9700 e Crookedriversupply.com
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Go Electric and Earn $100

City launches $100 rebate program for residents who
switch from gas to battery-powered electric mowers

Among the ways the City is striving to become a more sustainable community is with
programs that help residents to live greener in Shaker Heights. This spring, that will
include a new Lawn Mower Rebate Program, which encourages residents to make the
switch from gas- to electric-powered mowers.

Research shows that replacing a gas-powered mower with a battery-powered
electric version can have a big environmental impact. That’s because gas mowers emit
an abundance of greenhouse gases, whereas electric mowers emit zero greenhouse
gases. Electric mowers are also much quieter, helping to reduce noise pollution in
Shaker neighborhoods.

“Gas-powered lawnmowers are among the most polluting equipment we use
as residents,” notes City Councilmember Nancy Moore, who chairs City Council’s
Sustainability Committee. “The research shows that gas mowers emit 20 times more
pollutants per hour than cars with gas engines, and that one hour of grass cutting
produces as much air pollution as a car that is driven 100 miles. Those are
startling facts.”

The rebate program was created by the Sustainability Committee and offers
residents — on a first come, first served basis — the opportunity to earn a $100
rebate for purchasing a battery-powered electric lawn mower and turning in their
gas-powered mower.

“There are so many reasons to make the switch, including the environmental
benefits,” notes Moore. “They’re easier to use, require almost zero maintenance, much
quieter, and they cost no more to operate than gas mowers and, depending on electric
costs, may even cost less.”
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The City has also been replacing its
own lawn mowers with electric versions.
To date, it has purchased an electric rider
mower (see photo) and will purchase
another one this summer. These mowers
and other electric lawn equipment are
charged with the City’s 100 percent
renewable electric plan and “so are truly
green machines,” notes Moore.

To be eligible for the rebate,
residents must:

1. Purchase a new electric battery-
powered lawn mower from any vendor.
Save the purchase receipt and take a
photo of the make, model, and

serial number.

2. Bring their gas-powered lawn mower,
with an empty fuel tank, to the City’s
Service Center at 15600 Chagrin
Boulevard during the Household
Hazardous Waste Roundup on Saturday,
April 29 or Sunday, April 30 between
the hours of 9 am and 4 pm. You will
receive a rebate form verifying you
recycled a mower.

The first 40 residents to turn in
their gas-powered lawn mowers and
present the rebate forms, the receipts
for their new electric battery-operated
lawn mowers, and photos of the required
information will be eligible to receive
a $100 rebate from the City of Shaker
Heights. The rebate will be issued by
check and sent by mail approximately
three weeks after the complete
information is received.

Want to explore other ways
to green up your lawn care
program? Use the QR code
to read recommendations
from our Sustainability
Committee.
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A Note from Colleen

By Colleen Jackson, Chief Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion Officer

Ready...Set...Goals!

Happy spring, Shaker! Spring is a time for
new beginnings and we’re moving forward
with a series of established DEI goals for
the City. They include:

¢ A community conversation to
understand and alleviate concerns

about the fairness of point-of-sale
inspection requirements/enforcement.

¢ Generating lists of minority-

owned businesses and promoting those
businesses, possibly with banners or signs.
¢ Building awareness of - and alignment
with - key City-wide priorities, such as
early childhood education, recreation,
older adult services, and mental

health response.

 Holding quarterly community meetings
and including community organizations.
¢ Continuing to organize welcoming
projects through the Library and
neighborhood associations, as well as
appointing ambassadors.

With the DEI assessment and final
report on the working environment for
Shaker employees being completed last
month, our next steps are to implement
the DEI action plan presented by the
internal DEI Taskforce and chart our
growth and improved culture and climate.

I'd like to thank the DEI Committee
for their work at focusing us in our efforts
to make a more inclusive Shaker, and to
all of those who reach out to me via phone
and email to offer your help and support
for the work. I welcome your feedback.
Contact me at 216-491-3201, or at
colleen jackson@shakeronline.com

%

BERLIN GARDENS=

" Mon thru Fri: 8:30 - 5:00 and Sat: 8:30 - 4:00

We carry all you need
for outdoor living -
furniture, playsets,

pergolas and pavilions.

16323 Claridon Troy Rd. Burton, OH

440-834-0285 Aebig

We Deliver - Cash or check only, no credit cards please. Z

Allows for 45 minutes of Iabor per
additional. One dlscoun »
presented to the f
Excludes atti
Coupon value $

’..—

=7 5 i

' ‘ y %enera"ons rﬁeat‘nQ&CoohngSystems

\. o\ _ofHann family WHATEVER
Experience.  IT TAKES.

ey

Hbrothers.cOnt® & ™= | VERNE < ELLSWORTH HANN nc

£032-0755 « g

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

OH LIC #24462

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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Taking care of ALL issues

that arise in and around

your home!

& E!CALL Uus 216-244-5589
ol " TODAY! executivehomemgmt.com

Everything you planned on
and more!

-

Five Levels of Care. One Place.
McGregor Senior Living.

14900 Private Drive
Cleveland OH 44112
216.851.8200
mcgregoramasa.org
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Construction Season
Is Here

Spring is here and that means it’s
construction season in Shaker Heights.

Among the major projects slated
for this year: Cuyahoga County’s
rehabilitation of the bridge on
Warrensville Center Road.

The bridge crosses over the Rapid
tracks between eastbound and westbound
Shaker Boulevard. The County plans to
maintain traffic in both directions on
Warrensville, while also ensuring access
to the fire station and the Green Road
Rapid station. The County anticipates
completing the project in 2025.

Regional utilities will also be working
to upgrade their infrastructure within
City limits. Dominion East Ohio will
replace gas mains on Winslow Road
and in the Malvern neighborhood. In
June, work will begin on a water main
replacement for Ardmore Road.

The City’s annual roadwork program
also kicks off in late April with 14 streets
scheduled for resurfacing. The City will
also partner with the City of Beachwood
to replace a culvert at the intersection of
Green and Bryden roads, which will help
control flooding in this area.

Visit Construction Zone at
shakeronline.com/construction for the
latest updates all season long.



Preservation Month Photo Contest Invites Entries

Grab your phone or camera and point, click and capture the beauty of Shaker

Heights. The 10th annual Preservation Month Photo Contest officially kicks off

in the spring. The contest was created in honor of National Preservation Month,

which is celebrated each May by preservation organizations across the country.
Residents are invited to hashtag photos on Instagram of what makes Shaker

“Shaker” for the 2023 Photo Contest. Post your photo on Instagram with the

hashtag #PreserveSH23, then upload to shakeronline.com/preserve2023.

Please retain a high-resolution version of the photo in case you're a winner.

The deadline for entries is 11:59 pm on May 31, 2023. For questlons contact

anna.mates@shakeronline.com. ¢ 3

View the 2021 entries on Instagram

at #PreserveSH21.

Clockwise, from top: “Twilight
Rain,” by Sarah Ezzie Haines,
2021 Grand Prize; “Shaker Dawn,”
by Daniel Medalie, 2014 First
Place; “Winter Crossings,” by Leo
McGuinness, 2020 Runner-up.

WINDOWS AND
DOORS INSPIRED
BY THE WAY
YOU LIVE.

MARVIN

) ROGRESSIVE

BUILDING SUPPLY

CALL TODAY
FOR A FREE QUOTE
440-782-8005
PBSBUILD.COM

Your Property, ‘
My Priority
When it’s time for a change,

I can help you sell your house and
find a new place to call home.

Email: jackiecollesi@howardhanna.com
Website: jackiecollesi.howardhanna.com

™ Real Estate Services W

Jackie Collesi, CRS, REALTOR®
Cell: 216.780.8607
Quality Service Award
Top 3% Company Wide

Serving the Greater Cleveland,

Ohio Area for Over 20 Years
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VanCuren
0 Tree Service

SINCE 1986

”(yowz Compl'ste Thee Care <:§psa£a[£5t1 ”
Fully Insured  Free Estimates

e Complete Tree
Maintenance Program
e (Certified Arborists
on Staff

¢ Tree Removal
e Tree Trimming
e 178’ 50-Ton Crane -

e 75' Bucket Trucks y

¢ Deep Root
Fertilization

e 24-Hour Emergency
e Stump Grinding

www.vancurenireecare.com

440.338.5005

Builders Plus

Servicing the Heights for 35 years

e Kitchen & Bathroom * Plaster Repair

e Remodeling & Additions e Plumbing

® Basements  Handicap Accessibility
 Decks & Porches o Master Craftsmanship

o Architectural Restoration e Consulting & Design

(216) 287-1391 buildersplus.jimdo.com

«‘Msers’mSLATE | TILE

COPPER METAL | wooD
and ASPHALT

John Uston | 216.371.5944
ustonroof.com
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@ Shaker Online

Earth Day Becomes Earth Month

Local High School Students
Create a Month-long EcoChallenge

Earth Day falls on April 22 this year, but the student-led subcommittee of the Shaker
Heights Sustainability Committee will be celebrating the earth all month.

SYLEEDs, with students from Shaker Heights High School, Hathaway Brown,
Hawken School, and University School, has launched its third annual Shaker
EcoChallenge, a month-long interactive event to encourage environmentally conscious
practices. Participants who sign up at sites.google.com/hb.edu/shakeryouthleeds will
receive weekly e-newsletters with challenges, updates on leaderboard rankings, and the
chance to win prizes from local businesses to reward sustainable actions.

The students created their EcoChallenge using guidelines from the U.S. Green
Building Council’s LEED rating system for the design, construction, and operation
of green buildings. LEED, which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design, looks at environmentally conscious practices in categories including ecology,
transportation and land use, greenhouse gas emissions, and materials. (The SY in
SYLEEDs stands for Shaker Youth.)

In 2021, the City achieved LEED Gold certification with SYLEEDs playing a role in
the City’s efforts. Read more about that accolade at shakeronline.com/sustainability.

2023 Recycling Events

Mark your calendars for the remaining recycling events for the year.
All events are held at the Service Center, 15600 Chagrin Boulevard.

» Computer, Electronics & Small Appliances Roundup: 8 am-4 pm, April 15-16 and
April 22-23; August 5-6 and August 12-13

* Community Shredding: 9 am-1 pm, April 15 and October 21

» Household Hazardous Waste Roundup: 8 am—4 pm, April 29-30; May 6-7;
September 9-10 and 16-17

* Habitat for Humanity Restore Collection: 9 am-1 pm, August 26

Check out our Recycling Events page for additional information (e.g. what’s accepted) at
shakeronline.com/201/Recycling-Events SL



LET US SHOW YOU WHAT 35 YEARS
DESIGN/BUILD EXPERIENCE CAN DO FOR
YOUR HOME

“am
BEN i

«WiE Il
-

PEOPLE SERVING PEOPLE TO SINGLE SOURCE PROVIDER  [a]y 5[]
ENHANCE EVERYDAY LIVING DESIGN — BUILD - MAINTAIN ""5:&-

440-564-1157

: “l"h ||u-m,,_,..
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If you can dream it H&M can bulld it!
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Shaker Heights City Schools

Letter from Schools’
DEI Chief Included in
Letters to My Father Exhibit

Do you ever wonder what people who State Representative Brent

have passed on would think about what is happening in the world? ol .

Would Martin Luther King Jr. come back and be happy about the progress we Visits the Shaker HEIghts

have made? Letters to My Father takes a look at how some people in the local Schools

community have been impacted by the work of others who were

change makers. State Rep. Juanita Brent (D-Cleveland)
The exhibition, on view at the Shaker Historical Society through May 7, visited the Shaker Heights City School

includes a letter from Lawrence Burnley, chief diversity, equity and inclusion District in February to tour classes and

officer for the Shaker Heights City School District. Burnley’s letter is addressed discuss education and other issues

to Carter G. Woodson, an American historian, author, and journalist and the with Superintendent David Glasner.

founder of “Negro History Week," the precursor of Black History Month. Brent, who has a proven record of
Letters to My Father, which opened February 17, was organized by Kim bipartisan accomplishments, strongly

Harris, a library technician at Woodbury Elementary School and the founder supports fair school funding. She

of Shaker African American Mothers Support (S.A.M.S.). The Shaker Historical toured Shaker Heights High School,

Society supported the initiative. where she was able to visit a few of

the school’s newer offerings, such as
manufacturing and robotics.

The 2022 redistricting fight,
Enroll Now for the 2023-24 School Year resolved by = federal judicial

. . . . panel, moved the two-term state
Enrolling your student in the Shaker Heights City School representative into a newly formed

District has never been easier. Parents and guardians can visit District 22, which includes Shaker
shaker.org/enroll and complete all the necessary documents Heights. District 22 overlaps with

online, then schedule a by-phone appointment to review the parts of current District 9, which had

completed forms and to complete the registration. For more begn represe'nted. by J.amne Boyd
until her April resignation. Rep.

information, contact the Registration Office, 216-295-4321. Bishara Addison, appointed to the
The office is located in the Shaker Heights Schools Welcome vacancy, did not run for reelection.
Center in the Shaker Heights Public Library main branch. Brent authored House Bill 285,

a driver’s license fee debt reduction
program that helps Ohioans reinstate
: suspended driver’s licenses. The
Monday through Friday. bill became law in 2020. Currently,
she serves as a ranking member of
the Agriculture and Conservation
Committee. She also serves on the
Transportation and Public Safety and
Commerce and Labor committees.

Telephone support is available from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. In-person office hours are 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Stay Informed:

For the latest news and information about Shaker Heights
Schools, visit shaker.org. Follow us on Facebook.com/
ForShakerSchools or Tweet us @ShakerSchools.

ORI
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Honoring Two Women Who Made
a Difference for Shaker Heights Student

Our Mom grew up surrounded by
music. She encouraged both of us at
young ages to take part in the Shaker
Heights choir and band programs. She
was an enthusiastic member of the

Shaker PTO, Band Boosters, and the
SHAKER advisory board for the Shaker Schools
l. SCHOOLS Foundation. Last year she was thrilled

to sing on stage with the No Name

lll FOUNDATION Band and Mariama Whyte for the 30th

v lath Advancing Equity, Opportunity & Excellence anniversary of A Night for the Red &
K.J. Mo“tgomery White (photo at left). We both grew
Dedicated to Public Service & Public School Education up performing at the Red & White,

whether with the Chanticleers or Jazz
The late K.J. Montgomery is remembered and celebrated for her public service, Ensemble/Combo, and we were able

musical talent, and passion for philanthropy. Montgomery served for 27 years to witness our Mom's love for the
as judge for the Shaker Heights Municipal Court. An active musician, she schools and the growing success of
participated in “Sing-Out!” events benefiting the Cleveland Rape Crisis Center.  the events. As a co-founder of that
Montgomery worked with Freda Levenson to co-found A Night for the yearly fundraising gala event, Mom
Red & White, the Shaker Schools Foundation’s annual fundraising gala. continued to show love and support
Montgomery's band, the No Name Band, was featured at the 30th anniversary for the Shaker Schools long after we
of the Red & White. And 31 years after the inaugural event, the gala continues graduated from SHHS. We are grateful
their legacy and vision to bring together parents, teachers, staff, and for our Mom'’s impact on the Shaker
community members in support of the Shaker Heights Schools. Schools, and for the impact that the
Contributions in Montgomery’s memory may be made to the Shaker Schools  schools have had on our own lives.
Foundation to enhance opportunities for Shaker students in and out of the ~ Martin Schultz (SHHS ‘04) and
classroom. Visit shakerschoolsfoundation.org/donate for more information. Drew Schultz (SHHS '06)

Aisha Fraser
A Creative, Compassionate Teacher

As a sixth-grade teacher at Woodbury, Aisha Fraser had a gift for making
math accessible and interesting to all of her students. A 1991 Shaker
graduate, she taught mathematics in the District for 12 years.

Fraser worked with all children to provide mentorship, and she
supported the Woodbury fifth- and sixth-grade Female MAC Scholars
National Geographic Society research project. Passionate about community

building, Aisha helped organize Woodbury's Sixth-Grade Camp, which Aisha was a dynamic daughter,
provides students the opportunity to participate in team-building activities. mother, teacher, and friend. | still
November 17, 2023, will mark the five-year anniversary of Fraser’s marvel at all that she accomplished
passing. Friends and family would like to create a lasting memorial to in her amazing life. She was generous
Fraser by providing a bench to be placed at Woodbury. To contribute to with her time, her talents, her heart,
the Aisha Fraser Fund at the Shaker Schools Foundation in support of the and her love for her children. | am a
memorial bench and scholarships for the Woodbury Sixth-Grade Camp, better person because of her.
visit shakerschoolsfoundation.org/donate. ~ Chante Thomas,

Woodbury 5th-Grade Teacher
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Shaker Hockey Star Named
Greater Cleveland Sports
Commission Top Male Athlete

Hockey standout Tyler Lencewicz, a 2022 graduate of Shaker Heights High
School, was named the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission 2022 Male High

School Athlete of the Year during the organization’s awards ceremony at Rocket

Mortgage Field House in January.

As a senior forward, Lencewicz was the Raiders’ captain for the 2021-22
season and one of the most potent scorers in the state of Ohio, leading all
goal scorers that season with 39 goals and 23 assists. He had multiple goals in
12 games, including four hat tricks. A factor in nearly every game, he was held
without a point in only seven of his team'’s 31 games. He earned 1st Team
All-State honors and was named the Cleveland.com Player of the Year.

Lencewicz, who was also a standout on the lacrosse field, is now a freshman

at Ohio State University.

# Shaker Heights Schools

April 15,2023 « 14p.m.

District-wide Kindergarten
Kickoff is April 15

Join us for Shaker Heights Schools
District-wide Kindergarten Kickoff
on April 15, 2023, from 1-4 p.m.,
at Mercer Elementary School,
23325 Wimbledon Road. Bring your
incoming kindergartner and learn
more about the District, including the
enrollment process, transportation,
health and immunization information,
communications, special education
support, and more.

Learn more about events
for incoming Kindergarten families
and complete a Kindergarten
Kickoff registration form online at
shaker.org/kindergarten. SL

[bryant}

Heating & Cooling Systems

WHATEVER
IT TAKES.

new heating or cooling comfort system or an

S 36-72 months* on select Bryant® high efficiency

ol {
N
Steven Smylie - President comfortable all year long.

Pro-Max Tune-Up Ductless Mini-Split

Heating or Cooling Inspection Residential Cooling System Water Heater Professional Service
Now Only $99.95 Cooling and Heating Wherever Don’t Wait Until Your Hot Water On Your Next Service Call

Over 30 Points of Inspection You Need it and Want it!

smylie "IIB
D 2

Heating Cooling Plumbing Rir Quality

*Fmancmg Available
OH LIC # 18265

&

Whatever the Reason, Whatever the Season...

Shaker Heights Can Count On Smylie One!

IT TAKES

The Right Financing to Keep You Warm This Winter.
We Can Find A Plan That Fits Your Budget.

With flexible financing options, it’s easy to invest in a

unexpected repair, without breaking your budget. For a
limited time, take advantage of our special financing for

equipment. We make it easy for your family to stay

= *Subject to credit approval.

Vesta Tankless

Heater Bursts & Floods Your Home

Saving Your Wallet

from unexpected repair bills

o,
@
-

_a-!—._

m‘ smylie ne
e Al

WHATEVER THE ROOM

OUR DUCTLESS SYSTEMS CAN TAME IT.

Bryant Ductless Systems are a flexible solution for
room additions or anywhere ductwork is a challenge.

* Cool one room or an entire home

o Available for both single and multi-zones
o Ultra-high efficiency

* Whisper-quiet performance

o Eliminates hot and cold spots

© |mproves indoor air quality

Pro-Max Plumbing

“Don’t Delay...Call today”

440-449-HEAT(4328)
www.smylieone.com

8323 Mayfield Rd. Chesterland, OH 44026
*5108 Richmond Rd. Bedford Heights, OH 44146
Valid thru 12/31/23. Limit one per household. During business hours.

Not valid on prior sales. Can not be used in conjunction with any
other discounts. Gas forced air systems and electric AC only. *Main Office
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We S€€ you
Seeing Shaker.

> H/T to those capturing the community.
> Tag your photos to #shaker365.

> You might just see them on these pages!

- o o 5
g | y >
4 i RS 28 L 7 [

@americancastles | Snowy majesty @shakerrocksclimbing | Lateral move

WS

S|
@clevelandyoga | Morning stretch

@tlgshaker | Crafting fun @shop.reclamation | Vintage finds @1936¢sc | Theater on ice
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Living in Shaker

Neighbor #1: Huge thank
you to Khae Chanel and the
amazing crew at Compassionate
Cleaning Services. We hired
them for a deep clean and it is
worth every penny. My tiles are
gleaming so bright I am afraid
to shower and ruin them again.
Highly recommend. Thank you,
Khae! Neighbor #2: Agree,
Khae and her team are amazing!
Neighbor #3: We humbly
appreciate you and the awesome
review! We aren’t perfect, but
we try our best to deliver!!!
Neighbor #4: Good morning!
‘ . I wanted to take a minute and
D recommend Khae Chanel and
her crew at Compassionate Cleaning Services. They came to our home
yesterday. I knew I needed help getting a solid deep clean, but wow!
We haven't had one since pre-pandemic, and with three kids and two
high-shedding dogs...Help! I was hesitant because it wasn’t inexpensive.
However, I've had inexpensive before and it wasn't great. Honestly I don’t

@ComposedClaytor: think my house has been this clean since we moved in 4 years ago. The

Sitting in Motiv in @ShakerOnline, attention to detail and the ability to get the places that are often missed
reading for Council tonight, and was fabulous. Neighbor #3: Awww! Thank you! We are glad you're very
@DMX’s #RudolphTheRedNosedReindeer happy with the service we provided. It’s important to me that we do an
comes on. Have to love a local, small, outstanding job & that our customers have one less worry after we've
#BlackOwnedBusiness, without a cleaned. Neighbor #5: We were just thinking about getting a deep
corporate playlist to really make you feel clean for the house. It REALLY needs it and there is never enough time
at home. Stop on by! motivshaker.com for us to get it done - so seeing this post first thing must be a sign! LOL.

Living in Shaker

Neighbor #1: I would like to give a big shout out to

Esinpy, LLC. I reached out to get a quote to paint my
small business based on a recommendation I saw on Living
in Shaker Hts. From start to finish, Patti and Shanita were
responsive, courteous, and professional. They exceeded all
of my expectations. The price was very reasonable, they
showed up when they said they would, the paint job was
exceptional and they cleaned up. I'll be hiring them for
all of my future painting. Neighbor #2: Very nice!! Love
the Shaker FB recommendations. They never let you down!
Neighbor #3: Patti and Shanita are great! We've used them
a few times over the years and they always do excellent work.
Shanita even designed and painted a custom mural for my son’s nursery last summer!
Highly recommend them. Neighbor #4: We have used them a few times and [ agree.
They are great Neighbor #5: So happy to hear this as they are coming to paint my
living room soon!
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FORGING HIS

At University School, each boy is inspired and mentored to
build his personal strengths, harness his natural talents,
and blaze his own path to success and fulfillment.

1 #4 Best K-12
SCHEDULE A VISIT TODAY! ,@' S ool

Learn more at www.us.edu/visit in Ohio
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Q&A with
Library Director
Amy Switzer

Photography by Robert Muller

When Amy Switzer was appointed the eighth witzer spearheaded the renovation

. . . of the Main Library while leading
director of Shaker Library in October 2016, the Library through the challenges

she began work by engaging in conversations of the COVID-19 crisis. She worked
with the City and the Schools in a

across the community about the future of o .
Forward Together initiative on facility

library spaces, services, and resources. She has assessment and planning before

approached her responsibilities with an emphasis beginning the design for the Bertram
. . . . . Woods Branch renovation in April

on continuous improvement, inclusive practices, 2022. Construction on the branch

community engagement, and providing began in January and completion is

anticipated in the fall.

The native Ohioan graduated
commitment to customer-focused services has magna cum laude from Miami
University of Ohio and earned her
master of library and information
science degree (MLIS) from Kent State
University, summa cum laude. She has
33 years of experience in libraries;

21 of them in public library
management and administration.
Before being appointed director of
Shaker Library, Switzer served as

its deputy director for seven years.
Before that, she worked as a children’s
services librarian and children’s
services coordinator at Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Public
Library for 13 years.

an outstanding customer experience. Her

included enhancing the library’s physical spaces

and its outreach to the community it serves.
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What do you consider your greatest
accomplishments in your seven years
as director?

Shaker Library has changed greatly in the

14 years |'ve worked here. The most visible

change since I've been director is obviously
the Main Library renovation — and soon the Bertram
Woods Branch renovation. We worked to create flexible,
functional, modern, and beautiful spaces to meet the
needs of our community today and in the future.

In recent years we've focused on identifying and
removing barriers to being a fully equitable and inclusive
organization. One of the most important changes we've
made is going fine free in October 2019. Library fines can
be a huge barrier to access and many people stop using
the library when they have fines but don't have money to
pay them. And fines don’t work to make people return
library materials. We've also worked to expand service
in other ways, including access to library cards. We now
have special cards for those who don‘t have a permanent
address, as well as the Three for Me and Three for Teen
cards to help youth who can't get a regular library card.

Our collaboration with the City and schools as
part of Forward Together has been so important and
I'm thrilled that the Shaker Schools Welcome Center is
located at the Main Library. I'm so proud of the library
staff, who are creative, dedicated, and focused on
helping improve the lives of our community members.
We've built a strong team who are a joy to work with.
| am fortunate to work in a library system that has an
excellent board of trustees, an amazing group of Friends
of the Library volunteers, and strong community support.

Your librarian skills — the ability to listen
well, compile data, and do research — are
invaluable, but as a library director, what

skill sets did you develop that you didn’t learn in
library school?

Now that I'm a director, | spend my days
planning, budgeting, writing policy, reviewing
contracts, dealing with HR issues, connecting
with community partners, solving the problems
that inevitably come up, and overseeing facility
management, including leading the renovations
of both of our buildings.
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‘ ‘ | think the core

values of libraries are values
for the ages, even if the way
we deliver service changes
as the times and

needs change. , ,

Shaker taxpayers approved funds for the
Q renovation of the Main Library and Woods Branch.
Now that the Main Library renovation has been
completed, what were the final costs?

The Main Library renovation, which was completed
in December 2021, was funded with $10.4 million in
Certificates of Participation and from other library
funds. The total project budget was $11,028,214.
The Bertram Woods Branch renovation is being funded by
$3 million in Public Library Fund bonds and from other library
funds. The total project budget is $3,475,455.

Q Why are public libraries
important today?

| think the core values of libraries are values for the
ages, even if the way we deliver service changes as the
times and needs change.

Libraries are a haven and a refuge. You can read, learn,
study, and work at the Library. You can attend programs and
meetings at the Library. You can use our computers and the
internet to connect to the world. You can find community and
acceptance. You can find quiet space to read and dream, and
you can find space that is filled with the laughter of children
and chatter of teens as they play, learn, and grow. Everyone is
welcome here without judgment, and you don’t need money
to take advantage of all we have to offer.

In the past, you could check out books and record albums.
Today you can check out books, laptops, and wi-fi hotspots,
then go to a program, get help finding a job, apply for a
passport, and pick up a free COVID-19 test kit. You don't even
have to leave home to use our wealth of digital offerings.

When | began working in libraries, | never could have
imagined what they'd look like today. And while tomorrow’s
libraries will offer things unheard of today, we will always
be there to help our community connect, collaborate, solve
problems, and envision the future.

Q What books are you reading
and recommending?
Recently I've read and loved Lessons in Chemistry by

Bonnie Garmus and The Radium Girls: The Dark Story
of America’s Shining Women by Kate Moore. SL



EMPOWERMEN

The best gift you could give your daughter

SIGNATURE APPROACH

At Hathaway Brown, girls become their best selves
as we prepare them not for school, but for life.

Our Signature Approach empowers high-performing
students with our distinguished academics and
experiential learning.

Now accepting applications.

@r"'.iil For more about our Learn for Life Signature
[I'-"l-"_.:-;";-\ Approach, go to www.myhbgirl.com
" T

Y Or contact our admission team at
[B):HE853¢  dmissions@hb.edu or 216.320.8767

HathawayBrown
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What happens
when a writer,

an early childhood
educator, a lawyer,
and a sociologist
walk into a library?

hey soon decide to enroll in

Kent State University to earn
a master’s degree in library and
information science.

Students of library science
study human information-
seeking behavior, organization of
information, freedom of information,
technology, and community
engagement, among other subjects.
Alove of books and learning are
helpful, but more important is a
dedication to serving individuals
and communities. Librarians
combine strong people skills with
technological and analytical skills.
The MLIS degree usually takes two
years of full-time work.

“Being a librarian isn’t just about
books - it’s about helping everyone
gain access to information and find
resources. In this age of so much
information, it’s important for people
to find the right answers,” says
Library Director Amy Switzer. “And
the Library supports staff pursuing
library science degrees by offering
some tuition reimbursement.”

Stay Informed: "
For the latest news and information %
about Shaker Heights Public Library,
visit our website at shakerlibrary.org.
Follow us on Facebook

at ShakerHeightsPublicLibrary

and on Twitter @ShakerLibrary.
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@ Luke Darby, circulation assistant,
earned a bachelor’s degree in English
literature from Millsaps College in
Jackson, Mississippi, and an MA in
journalism from New York University.
Before working at Shaker Library, he
worked as a freelance journalist for GQ,
The Guardian, and Outside Magazine,
where he wrote on politics, food,

and fitness.

Says Darby, “I was attracted to
working in libraries because it’s a lot
more stable than contract work, and it
seemed like a concrete way to serve the
local community.” His current focus
at Kent is on adult services for public
libraries, and he cites Information
Services for Diverse Populations and

Marketing the Library as hls most interesting classes to date. Lately, he has been
reading The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great
American Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan, watching “Murder She Wrote” reruns plus
the new anime “Chainsaw Man,” and listening to Miley Cyrus’ latest single.

@ Sarah Holden, circulation assistant, worked as an early childhood

educator. While she enjoyed working in
education, she wanted the flexibility to
work with a variety of different-aged
children.

“I appreciate the greater emphasis
on community collaboration and diverse
representation that’s promoted in
most libraries, which not every school
permits discussing in the classroom,”
Holden says. She is specializing in
youth librarianship and was especially
inspired by a class on Youth Literacy
in the Digital Realm that looked into
how children of different ages interact
with digital media. Says Holden, “We
discussed how to encourage healthy
media habits in children, and how to use
digital media tools to encourage learning
and creativity.”

She is currently taking a class on
teen engagement, so is working through
a lot of popular young adult works from
the past few years.

“I'm currently reading the historical
fiction work, X: A Novel by Ilyasah
Shabazz with Kekla Magoon, which gives
areally fascinating look into the early
life of Malcolm X - and I've stayed up
way too late every night this week caught
in the just-one-more-chapter trap.”

@ Caitlin Hunter, youth services
associate, was a partner in a large law
firm where she spent more than 10 years
in corporate finance. Says Hunter, “I've
loved libraries my whole life, and a year
ago I decided to embrace that passion
and make a career change. I'm inspired



by the work the Shaker Library does to
empower our community and serve as
a hub for social connection, and I feel
incredibly lucky to learn from such a
talented group of colleagues.”

She is focusing her studies on youth
services in public libraries.

Last semester, she took a class that
gave an overview of various types of
information institutions — libraries,
museums, archives — and the kinds of
work one can do within each of those
institutions. The class helped her
develop a broad framework for thinking
about the profession.

“I've always enjoyed school, and
I'm looking forward to taking elective
courses related to youth services
and public libraries,” she says. She is
currently reading Trust by Hernan Diaz,
listening to Caroline Polachek’s new
music, and watching “The White Lotus.”

Tracie Pickett, adult services
associate, earned her bachelor’s
degree in sociology and Pan-African
studies from Kent State in 2018. While
attending KSU, she started working in a
public library.

Says Pickett, “I fell in love with
my job. My supervisors at the time
encouraged me to apply to library
school.” Her focus is on reference and
user services. She is currently taking
a class on Information Services for
Diverse Populations, which she says is
“very fascinating and eye-opening.”

She is reading The Perfect Crime:
22 Crime Stories from Diverse Cultures
Around the World, edited by Vaseem
Khan and Maxim Jakubowski, and
The Secret to Superhuman Strength, a
graphic novel by Alison Bechdel.
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OLD WORLD CRAFTSMANSHIP YOU CAN TRUST

Let us restore the Rustic Character of your roof.

OUR SERVICES:

- Slate Roofs - New Roofs and Repair

+ Tile Roofs - New Roofs and Repair

+ Wood Shake Roofs - New Roofs and Repair
+ Custom Copper

+ Gutters - Copper or Premium Steel

+ Chimney Work - Tuckpointing and Repairs
+ Flat Roofing

+ Roof Heating Coils

Rustic Slate Roofing is the proud recipient of:

+ The City of Shaker Heights 2012 Preservation Award
+ The Cleveland Historical Society Honor Award

Winner of Multiple Angie's List Super Service Awards. See our reviews on Angie's List.

Call Now for a Free Consultation!
(216) 215-1339

Mention our New customer Discount - 10% OFF!
www.rusticslateroofing.com
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DOAN BROOK BANK STABILIZATIQN PROJECT. 4

Restoring
Doan Brook

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District will
hold its next public engagement meetings this
spring. We hope you will continue to be a part of
the conversation and the future of this important
community space.

As we near the completion of the Doan Brook
Restoration Near Horseshoe Lake Park pre-design
phase, we plan to bring residents together in May
to see the next steps. Watch for details and join our
mail list at neorsd.org/doanbrook.

Doan Brook
Restoration

NEAR HORSESHOE LAKE PARK

WPV Northeast
W Ohio Regional
I Sewer District
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Meet the Authors

Join us
when WIW
journalist and
author Wayne
Dawson
AN A Memoir (above left)
= visits Main
Library to
discuss his
new memoir,
The Seeds of
Greatness Are Within You, from 2-4 pm
Saturday, May 13. He will be joined by his
co-author Deante Young (above right).

Dawson is the co-anchor of Fox 8
News in the Morning. Before teaming
up with the morning crew, he was co-
anchor of the weekend editions of FOX
8 News — rated number one for five
consecutive years.

Before joining WIJW in the late
1970s, Dawson was an anchor/reporter
at WNIR Radio in Kent. The Kent State
graduate holds a bachelor’s degree in
journalism. An eleven-time Emmy
winner, Dawson is a member of the
NAACP, the National Association of
Black Journalists, and Phi Beta Sigma,

a fraternity dedicated to enhancing

and promoting fellowship, justice,

equal rights, and service to America’s
communities. He is also a member of the
Broadcasters Hall of Fame.

In 2014, Dawson was inducted into
the National Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences Silver Circle and
received the Chuck Heaton Award from
the Cleveland Press Club. He was also
awarded the William Taylor Alumni
award from the Journalism and Mass
Communications School of Kent State
University. He has twice been named
one of Jaycee’s “Outstanding Young
Men of America.”

Beyond that, the Professional
Women’s Business Association selected
him as Outstanding TV News Reporter
and Delta Sigma Theta named him Man

WSON
WAYNE D i




Details make the difference!

[EASTSIDE | __
LANDSCAPING [F=HE DESIGN, BUILD, MAINTAIN
21‘6.381.0070 M""ﬁig’ !a-; '

outdoor kitchens & fireplaces
screened porches & decks

custom planting

custom patios

& retaining walls ]

computer
imaging
& design ;

LA

3

Schecjde a &esig;n cc}\wltation toclaq! gf &
1 \\ — : —che o

See our portfolio at www.eastside-landscaping.com

Not too Hot. :
Not too Cololll
Just Right. "

P.K.Wadsworth

HEATING & COOLING n

440.337.4166

Family owned & operated for more than 80 years.
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now open in coventry village

® Yamplify
. OHIO'S FAVORITE MEDICAL
CANNABIS DISPENSARY

* ©f @AmplifyDispensary
¥ @AmplifyOhio

E www.AmplifyDispensary.com

STRIVING TO BE /O, 7 IN THE NO.2 BUSINESS!
swaer ownep & tamiLy orerater

CLEPLUMBING

and MAINTENANCE

i Complete residential service specializing in century homes
£ Complete water, sewer, storm, gas system installation/replacement
£ Water heaters, whole home water filtration systems
Sewer cleaning, jetting, and camera inspections
# Gas lines, including gas fireplace log sets

(216) 789-0260 - o
CLEPLUMBING.COM 000 -k\(':

SERVICES

2 116/= 47058 /-SSR B ORI E IS C AR Y O O CI0 M
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of the Year. Dawson also has been the
pastor at Grace Tabernacle Baptist Church
in Lyndhurst since 2018. He is married to
LaVerne Dawson. They have four children
and eight grandchildren.

Deante Young is a native Clevelander
from Glenville. He is a writer and
motivational speaker on personal
development, life lessons, and self-doubt.
His books and apparel are available at
dirtytruthpublishing.com and amazon.com.

Books will be available for sale
and signing.

Library Partners with
The Cleveland Seed Bank
to Offer Free Seeds

For the benefit of its gardeners, both
seasoned and new, the Library operates

a Seed Library in collaboration with
Cleveland Seed Bank, where gardeners can
take home a packet of heirloom seeds and
grow their own heritage vegetables, herbs,
or flowers. The Seed Library opens on
Earth Day, April 22.

The Seed Library is “planted” in an
old-fashioned card catalog at Main Library
with drawers filled with a selection of
organic, herb, vegetable, and flower seeds
(above, Adult Services Associate Tracie
Pickett with last year’s display). Growers
can take home up to five seed packets each
month. Simply bring your seeds along with
a check-out form to the Information Desk.

If you've never planted a garden,
this initiative encourages you to try.
Gardening can help to keep you healty by
providing a connection to the land, good



One Lyman Circle
Shaker Heights

Ready, Set Summerl

Come experience a summer of fun, adventure and learning for kids 24 months-
Grade 12. Registration is now open and we are excited to announce 17 new camps
for 2023! We hope to see you this Summer at Laurel!

For information and to register, visit LaurelSchool.org/Summer or call 216.455.3025

LYMAN CAMPUS BUTLER CAMPUS
7420 Fairmount Rd.
Russell Township

[AULREL 1%2.&

Dream. Dare. Do.

Realizing All You Need To Do
To Sell Your House
Gan Be A Rude Awakening.

Fix that. Replace this.
Redo that. Paint this. Sell all that.
Aaaaaahhhl
It's enough to keep you up at night!
ORkay, take a deep breath..and exhale
slowly. Then, give Cathy LeSueur and
the LeSueur Team a call. Because with
the expertise and help of the top-selling
realtor in the Shaker area, rest assured
your entire house-selling experience
will be a dream.

‘The LeSueur Team

tel: 216.355.7005 email: cathylesueur@howardhanna.com
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Hearth-N-Home
- MASONRY LLGC
W/ Interior & Exterior Magonry

S ‘| Services, Restoration & Repair
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e Stonework ¢ Brickwork e Fireplaces ¢ Firepits
e Grills & Kitchen Islands ¢ Retaining Walls
o Steps & Sidewalks ¢ Patios ® Pool Decks
¢ Foundations ¢ and more!

440.477.7787

Email Marty@safecommail.com
13680 Old State Road,
Middlefield, Ohio

e

browse
our
archives

at
www.shaker.life

features
highlights
full issues
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exercise, and fresh food.

The Cleveland Seed Bank is part of the
Hummingbird Project, an international
nonprofit organization based in Cleveland,
which strives to safeguard and restore
biological diversity vital for sustainable
agriculture in the U.S. and around the
world. Cleveland Seed Bank partners
with library systems in Northeast Ohio,
and each location offers a selection of 20
different varieties of seeds.

Need help from the experts?

At 2 pm Saturday, April 15, Cuyahoga
County Master Gardeners will present

a program on the elements of landscape
design to help you plan a spectacular, low-
maintenance perennial garden. And if you
need more gardening information, the
Library offers a large selection of books to
help you thicken the plot and get growing.

Summer Reading 2023:
Find Your Voice!

Our voices have power. We use them

to express ourselves, share stories, and
spark change. Our voices include the
sounds we make, the words we write, the
art we create, the movements we perform,
and the actions we take each day to
impact our world.

The iREAD: Find Your Voice program,
for children from birth through 12th
grade, begins June 1 and continues
through August 1. It’s easy to participate.
Simply register on Beanstack and then
log 20 minutes of reading each day to win
prizes along the way. Complete several
activities and attend fun programs that
will help you make an impact in your
home, school, library, and community.

For many children, the best part
of summer reading is that there are no
assignments and their favorite books
tend to be the ones they choose. Any kind
of reading counts: books, magazines,
audiobooks, comic books, graphic novels,
internet articles, the back of a cereal box.
Reading is reading. Library staff looks



Replace Your Old, Inefficient Cooling System this Spring. We're Experts on Homes with Boilers.

THE UNICO SYSTEM® Temperature Zoning
WORKS WHERE Create customizable comfort levels within different rooms or zones
OTHERS CAN'T iSeries® Air Handler

Provides full cooling for the main house
Supply Tubing

The 3-1/2” diameter of the
Unico System is so small and
flexible that it fits right into
existing homes, weaving through
ceilings, walls, and floors

iSeries® Indoor Ductless System
Provides heating and cooling for the addition
or any unique zone

The Unico System® ==
Fits anywhere and brings 5, |~
conditioned comfort to your -

) Thermostat
entire home

Compact Unico System
Main Plenum

Only 1/3 the size of
conventional ducting —
just7”,9” or 10” in diameter

iSeries® Outdoor Unit
Provides efficient energy
for air handlers and
ductless system —

and it's the quietest unit

on the market

Cooling Tune-Up /i s -
$94.95 A} i) Q . o lls o 'eo o 0006000000000 00000000s00000000000os0 .
(440) 349-9989

STOVICEK
$200 off Heating and Cooling www.kwlang.com

Replacement Heating Since 1927 Y B ae 29410 Ambina Rd.
and/or COOling System ADivision of of KW Lang commerciaL = ResinenTiaL Solon, Ohio 44139
No other discounts/coupons may be applied PROUDLY SERVING SHAKER & HEIGHTS AREA SINCE 1927

Worship. Learn.
Serve. Connect.

St. Dominic School is faith-filled,
purposely small, beautifully diverse,
and academically rigorous.

Now enrolling for
the 2023-2024 school year.

Call for a tour.
Please call 216-561-4400

St. Dominic
School is a 2022
U.S. Department
of Education
Green Ribbon
Schools Award
Winner!

3455 NORWOOD ROAD
SHAKER HEIGHTS, OHIO 44122
WWW.STDOMINICSCHOOL.NET
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REPAIR RESTORE PRESERVE.

EXPERTS IN EXTERIOR MASONRY

At MRM, we specialize in protecting the exterior and integrity of
your building from the impact of time and exposure to the elements.
Property management firms and building owners rely on MRM to
provide expert maintenance and repairs to vertical masonry

surfaces, brick fagades, storefronts, concrete
balconies, garage structures and more!

Masonry
Restorarion

MANTENANCE, Inc.

Contact MRM today for
a FREE consultation.

216-883-1526

mrmrestoration.com

Add the
Safety, Security
& Convenience
of the Latest
Electrical
Technology

to your Traditional
Shaker Home...

We always work with
strict attention to your
traditional property
preservation values

/" TooIBox Trades LLC
& S&J Electrical LLc
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I @ Shaker Library

forward to helping children discover just
the right books that will spur them on to
find and raise their voices.

Friends Hold Spring Book Sale
May 3 - 7 at the Library

Book Sales are
S@ among the

N\ @
QEQ' L @ 7’~ Friends of
& (% the Shaker
—A *‘% /ﬁg g

05 OF THg

 — Library’s
o favorite
@L events — held
=

twice a year
on the Library’s second floor - to give
items donated from the community or
withdrawn from the Library’s collection
a second chance at a well-read life.
Revenue earned from the sales supports
Library programs and services.

This year’s spring sale begins
with a Members’ Preview from 4-8 pm
Wednesday, May 3. The sale opens to the
public on Thursday, May 4 from 9:30 am-8
pm and continues on Friday, May 5 and
Saturday, May 6 from 9:30 am-4:30 pm.
The popular Bag Sale is held on Sunday,
May 7 from 1-3:30 pm.

Residents wishing to volunteer can
email Friends@shakerlibrary.org

Friends of the Library
Teams with the Open Book
Project to Deliver Books to

Correctional Institutions

Friends often receive more books

than they can sell at book sales. Board
members continually brainstorm ways

to get the unsold books into the hands of
readers who will enjoy them. Past efforts
have included delivering large print
books to senior facilities, delivering adult
and children’s books to barber shops for
customers to read while they wait, and
filling Little Free Library requests.

Recently, Friends welcomed a new
partner, The Open Book Project, an
initiative that encourages and coordinates
collaboration among students and
teachers for the development of high
quality, freely distributable textbooks and
educational material.

As a graduate of CWRU, Friends
Board member Christine Wolken was
familiar with the Seminar Approach
to General Education and Scholarship
and the Sigma Tau Delta International
English Honor Society’s book drive for



The Next Generation In Flooring

FEERRRRRIFF

Meet Tyler, Nate, Matt, Ryan and Spencer, the third generation of Marshall Flooring, with their father Marc. They are
continuing this family-owned business and the legacy of their grandfather, Marshall, who opened the store in 1966.
They've also updated the brand from Marshall Carpet One & Rug Gallery to Marshall Flooring which better reflects
the area's most comprehensive selection of carpet, hardwood, luxury vinyl, hardwood, rugs and more. Stop in and
experience the next generation in flooring for yourself.

440.449. 4977 | Eastgate Shopping Center in Mayfield Heights
Mon & Thurs 9:00 am-8:00 pm | Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9 am-5:30 pm MarShall

MARSHALLCARPET.COM (MARSHALLFLOORING.COM after 4/15/23) FLOORING

AN EXTRAORDINARY SELECTION OF CARPET, HARDWOOD, LUXURY VINYL AND AREA RUGS

Welcoming
Friendly
Discoverable
Memorable
Blooming
Captivating

SHAKERONLINE.COM

SHAKER HEIGHTS
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Gerome’s has been a trusted name

for Kitchen & Bath remodeling for
70+ years — for updating or replacing
your kitchen, bathrooms and much more.

When you’re ready, we’ll help design,
create and install your new custom space.

erRome’'s

KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN CENTER

440-473-1900 | geromes.com | geromesgc@gmail.com

Increase
the value
of your
Shaker
home

BRICK

NOWICKI MASONRY

Jason & Rich Nowicki

* FREE ESTIMATES e BLOCK

(440) 951-4662

Shaker Qualified | Angie’s List Honor Roll Member
Over 45 Years Experience
-(10%) OFF MASONRY WINDOW WELL

BONDED / INSURED CONCRETE

ACCEPTING NEW
PATIENTS

%, 6593 Wilson Mills Road
Mayfield Village, OH 44143
440-461-5482
info@mayfieldsmiles.com

Volpe Millwork, Inc.

lity Design r manshi

Interior & Exterior

Design Remodel Restoration Repair
Kitchens Baths Additions
Cabinets Furnishings
Architectural Millwork

4500 Lee Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44128
216-581-0200
. .

Member of AWI Architectural Woodwork Institute

io Licence 3!

ELECTRICAL I

sale! 5 / 3_7

BMwww.shakerlibrary.org/
friends-of-the-library/book-sale

CONTRACTORS
216.932.2598

Since 1985 « www.skettleelectric.com
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@ Shaker Library

incarcerated
people at
Grafton
Correctional
Institution.
Wolken
contacted
Professor
Benjamin
Sperry, who
delivers
books
to incarcerated individuals at Grafton
Correctional Institution once a month.
The Friends will partner with him to
provide books on a monthly basis.
According to Sperry “There’s a hunger
for books.” He believes that books give
many incarcerated people a second chance
at education, and Christine Wolken and
the Friends are pleased to participate in
this worthwhile endeavor.

Christine Wolken

National Library Week 2023:
There’s More to the Story

Your Library is full of stories in a variety
of formats — from picture books to large
print, audiobooks to ebooks, and more.
Join us to celebrate National Library
Week, April 23-29, with the theme,

‘ There’s More

to the Story.
TO Tue

<Jewy

Boone, local
theater
director and
arts champion
will present a
Storytelling
Workshop
from 2-4 pm
on Saturday,
April 8,

: when she
will provide expert storytelling training
to help participants share meaningful
moments of their lives in memorable
presentations. The workshop will

be followed by a Shaker Storytellers
Showcase from 2-4 pm on Saturday,
April 15, when participants can display
their new skills, followed by an Open Mic
opportunity for community members to
share their own special stories.

- NATIONAL

LIBRARY WEEK



Library programs bring the
community together for entertainment,
education, and connection through
book clubs, story times, crafting classes,
and lectures. And free internet and
technology access, literacy skills, and
support for businesses, job seekers,
and entrepreneurs add even more
to the story.

Library and City’s
Tree Advisory Board
Hold Arbor Day
Bookmark Design Contest

Arbor Day is
celebrated on
the last Friday
in April and
is marked by
the planting
of trees. This
year, children in
grades K-6 are
invited to enter
the Arbor Day
Bookmark
Design
Contest
and create a
bookmark that
encourages
people to
plant trees.
..... i AN \ | Entry forms are
3 available in the
Children’s Room
through April 27.
Four winning bookmarks will be
printed for the community to enjoy.
Everyone who enters will receive a small
memento from the Tree Advisory Board
for their contributions.

Trees b,
P pra

9XYgen ar e

Provircithe, o %

OVId €. S Pagef alsn

Library Closings

« April 28 for Staff Professional Day
» May 29 for Memorial Day
« June 19 for Juneteenth SL

eLibrary:
The eLibrary at shakerlibrary.org/
our-collections/elibrary2-2 is open 24/7.

Look for us:
Watch for us in the City’s Memorial
Day Parade.

There are
So Many Reasons to

SAVE

o

. Horseshoe Lake is an
irreplaceable asset.
Once itis gone, it is
gone forever.

. Horseshoe
Lake makes our
communities more
vibrant.

. Horseshoe Lake
has been enjoyed
by generations of
families.

. It’s a nationally
registered historic
site.

. It’s a vital habitat for
wildlife and a key
migrating point for
birds.

. Our communities
have said clearly
we want to save
Horseshoe Lake.

. The Sewer District’s

plan would
permanently destroy
Horseshoe Lake.

. The Sewer District

has not listened to
residents or worked
to compromise.

. The Sewer District

admits to having no
plan to pay for their
proposed park or
maintenance and
could cost millions.

. There is another

option that would

save the lake - The
Horseshoe Lake
Restoration Plan.

It’s safe, controls
stormwater, and costs
the same as the Sewer
District’s plan that
destroys the lake.

SaveHorseshoelLake.com
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St » \J . Alice, manager
Loganberry Books g

13015 Larchmere Blvd. ¢ Shaker Heights, OH 44120 @
LoganberryBooks.com ¢ 216.795.9800

AT TTLALLA
A RRA

/ 4
s

Gy
A

PFAUIS ROEDERE

Café | Catering | Bake Shop | Craft Beer & Wine

Gift Baskets | Local Foods Market | Carryout & Delivery
JPisTone<

Market and Gathering Place

3245 Warrensville Road, Shaker Heights © 216.283.3663

www.jpistone.com
reafood. realpeople. realclose. realnice.
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Shaker
Heights
Exclusive

SAVE on Cabinets by Merillat

o and Designer Choice
20 /O Expires April 15, 2023

CarTeCor

KITCHENS & BATHS

A Full Service, Shaker Owned
Design+Build Company

We are your one-stop shop -
the Eastside’s most sophisticated
kitchen and bath showroom

216-273-7533
www.cartecor.com

3639 Lee Rd., Shaker Hts., OH 44120 | OpenM-F; 9 am -5 pm

THE GENTLEMEN'S CAVE

LUXURY BARBER LOUNGE

HAIRCUTS | SHAVES | FACIALS | MASSAGES
MANICURES | PEDICURES | SHOE SHINE
G CLUB MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

20306 Chagrin Blvd., Shaker Heights | www.TheGentlemensCave.com | 216-795-5512
f @ @TheGentlemensCavelBL



Where work and life meet. Where you can support local business.
Where you can find what you need conveniently close to home.

Buy Wine in Ohio

NOVEMBER 2022

...among the best wine selections
for everyday, and every season.

SHAKER'S PREMIER WINE MERCHANT SINCE 1937

Shaker Wines

20100 Van Aken Blvd., The Van Aken District
Shaker Hts., OH 44122 / 216.283.6300
1verona@msn.com / www.shakerwines.com

ROOM SERVICE
Van Aken District

rscleveland.com

FRANK &
EILEEN

APIECE
APART

FAHERTY
ALEX MILL

MARINE & MANY
LAYER MORE

SHOP ¥
LADDER

VISIT US
Online In Store

www.laddercle.com The Van Aken District
Qur store is located outside the market hall

VARBUND Y
THE TABLEE

Y ARNS
Knit. (rochet. Togefher

Open daily, in-store and online
Great yarns, project help, and classes

20166 Van Aken Blvd, Shaker Heights, OH 44122
216.230.9224 | info@aroundthetableyarns.com
www.aroundthetableyarns.com
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Thornton Park’s
popular caterers
return this
summer to make
another splash

By Nate Paige
Photography by Jason Miller



It's a Friday night in January during a DJ Skate event at Thornton Park.

The building is abuzz with energy, as it's the beginning of a three-day holiday
weekend. Young people are everywhere — some skating, some sitting and
chatting, and others in line at the concession stand ordering snacks.

There's also a lot of activity in the concession stand kitchen, where Lovey
Hunt of Susie’s Q Catering is preparing several orders of soft pretzels. Her
daughter, Kaiya, is working the counter, taking orders. She's assisted by her
boyfriend, Brent. Both are seniors at Shaker Heights High School. Lovey's son,
Robert, a freshman at the high school, has the night off.

Chris Hunt
ladles out
homemade
tomato
soup.
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“It's nice to have family that you
can depend on,” says Lovey.

While her primary focus is the
concession stand, her husband,
Chris, enjoys handling the catering
aspect of Susie’s Q Catering. The
business, launched in 2013, focuses
on smoked meats and savory sides
and is named after his late sister,
Susan, a 1989 SHHS grad. Chris and
Lovey are also Shaker grads - classes
of ‘91 and '92, respectively.

Catering to Shaker

Last summer, the Hunts were brought
in to run the Thornton Park concession
stand during pool and summer camp
season. Their varied and tasty fare
was a game changer, but it wasn’t an
overnight success.

“"When we first started, business
was really slow,” says Lovey. "After
some discussion with several
parents, we found out they were
feeding their kids at home before
dropping them off.”

Once parents were made aware
of the menu options, business
picked up immediately and remained
consistent throughout the season.

Although most of their Thornton
Park customers are children, Chris and
Lovey made sure the menu contained
items for an adult’s more sophisticated
palate, such as avocado toast, Caesar
salad, cauliflower crust pizza with
vegan cheese, zucchini sticks, and a
hummus bow! with warm pita.

Oftentimes last summer parents
purchased items to take home, even
calling in orders on their way home
from work, or they brought their kids
back in the evening to have dinner.

As the end of summer neared, Lovey and Chris Lovey Hunt
wondered who would handle concessions during the fall admires a
and winter when the ice rink becomes the focus. customer’s

“Initially, we were informed that the Recreation baby.

Department would handle concessions for hockey
season, but in October | was contacted to see if we were
interested. So, it turned from something seasonal into
something almost year-round for us,” says Lovey.

Back in the kitchen, orders have come in for cheeseburgers, nachos, hot
dogs, and Ring Pops. Lovey swiftly moves around the room, gathering what she
needs for each order while still answering a visitor's questions.

“When this extended opportunity came up, it expanded quickly, due to the
City offering us additional events to provide food for. We catered the Senior
Lunch, and several police officers stepped in as servers. We also catered an
event for the Village Garden Club, and the Ohio High School Competition this
past February. There are so many opportunities here, and
the City is really utilizing our
services. | love it,”
says Lovey.

‘: g
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A
Match
Made
in
Shaker

During their years at Shaker Heights High School,
Chris and Lovey knew of each other, and had
several friends in common, but it would be years
before they got together. And even then, it was
initially a platonic partnership as Lovey helped him
promote his business.

“We didn’t run in the same circles in high
school,” says Lovey. "l didn't think anything of him
- good or bad. There were many opportunities for
us to meet in school, but it never happened.




“During all my years of high
school, I shared lockers with a good
friend — who happened to be Chris’
best friend.”

Lovey is an identical twin, and
admits to being quite the introvert.

“I was a homebody; my sister
was the extrovert. | was in the
marching band. | also played softball
and enjoyed writing. Running this
concession stand is probably the most
extroverted thing I've ever done,” she
says with a laugh.

As long as she's known Chris,
he's been involved with cutting hair
and cooking.

“I'm the last of the three Hunt
siblings to attend Shaker Heights High
School. | was the barber and chef
within the circle of people | associated
with in high school,” says Chris.

“From cutting hair in the social room,
to firing up the grill at our cookouts.
It was an awesome experience to
attend Shaker Schools and be part of
the Shaker family, which continues to
embrace one another.”

Chris attended the Ohio State
Barber College in the mid-90s. He
is a self-taught meat smoker and he
started his catering business several
years later, on a much smaller level.

-t ’ '».I

|
-
|

That’s when he and Lovey initially got together — as business
partners. She helped him out with the business aspects of his
catering company.

“"When we got married, | added my business experience
to his efforts, which led to small events including a Van
Aken District pop-up, Wade Oval Wednesdays,
and other local food festivals.
Opportunities began to increase
after that,” says Lovey.
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What free time?

Both Chris and Lovey are multi-taskers.
In addition to the catering company,
Chris owned and operated the
Untouchable Barber Salon in Cleveland
Heights for 18 years. On occasion, he
still cuts hair. Lovey, a Notre Dame
College graduate, owns an IT company
and serves dual roles as owner/director
of HR and compliance.

Despite other commitments, their
hearts keep them in Shaker. “Our
passion comes from growing up in this
beautiful community,” says Lovey. “We
want to help preserve the reputation
that Shaker is known for. Even if it is
something as simple as a consistent
chicken tender, we want to always
serve the best to the community that
has given us so much.”

While many of the most popular
items will remain on the menu this
summer, Lovey is mapping out a
few new options. What are they?

You'll have to stop by the Thornton
concession stand in June to find out.
Come hungry! SL

Facebook
loves
Susie’s

Q

Shaker residents and other fans of
Thornton Park raved about Susie’s Q
on Facebook last summer. Here's a
small sampling of their posts...

The concession stand has been a
highlight of our summer at Thornton.
Love the variety and great service!

- Amber

We have been going to Thornton
for a long time now, and this has
been by far the best concession stand
experience. | hope they are able to
do this every summer. It's also great
to support Shaker grads and a local
business, of course!

- Nick

This has become the favorite part of
coming to the pool for my son! Thanks
for keeping the residents well fed!

— Megan

Your food and your friendly service

helped our grandkids have a very

special visit to Thornton! Thank youl!!
= Judith

You guys have been wonderful! Thank
you so much. Such a great menu. We

really appreciate what you're doing!
- Cathy

We loved the concession stand this
year and they have always been so
sweet to my young kids!

— Erin
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A Driver of Equity

ne of the few things
educational researchers
agree on is the value of
a high-quality early
educatfion program.

By Scoftt Stephens
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Learning and fun go together hand-in-hand
in pre-K teacher Danielle Klink’s classroom at
Onaway Elementary School. The District has
been providing high-quality preschool
opportunities for children for more
than 35 years.




The
only
tears

shed

by

the
pint-sized
scholars

in Danielle Klink’s preschool classroom come when it's time to go home.
To these tiny students, their teachers are rock stars.

“They are sad when the school day ends,” says Julie Langhinrichs, a
paraprofessional who helps Klink with the class of 3- to 5-year-old students.

“I ran into some parents the other day at the Van Aken District and they said,
"You're an idol in our household!" “

One of the few things educational researchers agree on is the value of a
high-quality early education program. A majority of research shows that many pre-
kindergarten or pre-K programs benefit students in both the short and long run.

A recent study in Georgia, for instance, found students who attended
the state’s preschool program had higher math scores when they reached the
middle grades. Researchers in San Antonio found that students who attended
that city’s pre-K program were less likely to be assigned to special education
later on. A study released earlier this year by a Massachusetts Institute of
Technology economist found that attending preschool at age 4 makes children
significantly more likely to go to college.

In other words, what happens in preschool doesn’t stay in preschool.

“We feel our responsibility is to provide an equitable, safe, and
developmentally appropriate environment that not only gets a preschooler
ready for kindergarten, but also helps them become lifelong learners,” says
Kristin Koenigsberger, a preschool teacher at Onaway who has taught in the
District for 16 years.

Research aside, it is clear that preschool is often a child’s first experience
in dealing with adults and other children outside the cocoon of their family.
And for many families, preschool is their first foray into their child’s education
experience. That all means that preschool, amid the naps and crayons, can be a
powerful driver of equity.

Onaway Principal Dora Bechtel says the exposure to language and
socialization young learners receive in a high-quality preschool program is
especially important to children from marginalized families, or those who
have special needs. Many times, students diagnosed with disabilities who
receive strong intervention services in preschool no longer need special
accommodations after they matriculate to the later grades.

“It allows everyone to start with the same foundation,” Bechtel says.
“Preschool can really level the playing field.”
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Striving
to

close
the

gap

Emmitt Jolly

In the U.S, access to high-quality preschool is a confusing patchwork. As a
result, it is difficult to determine how many children are enrolled in preschool. The
National Institute for Early Education says that approximately 39 percent of the
nation’s 4-year-olds were enrolled in some kind of preschool program during the
2020-2021 school year.

National plans for universal preschool programs have stalled in Congress, so
governors and state legislators are taking the lead. This year, at least 14 states are
discussing preschool expansion. But what that expansion might look like, and how
it would be funded, varies widely.

Ohio, for instance, will receive $48 million in federal grant dollars over the next
three years to increase access to early childhood education for children, most of
them from low-income families and those with special needs. While the funding
boost is welcome, it is a far cry from the scale of the ambitious universal pre-K
programs under consideration in Colorado, lllinois, Michigan, and other states.

Shaker Heights is striving to close that gap.

Last year, Shaker Heights Board of Education President Emmitt Jolly
proposed a transformative expansion of the District’s current pre-K program with
the goal of establishing universal preschool in the community. Doing so could
establish the community as a national model in early childhood education.

“Research shows that high-quality preschool programs enhance the social
and emotional well-being of young learners, prepare them for kindergarten,
lead to enhanced academic outcomes, and reduce disciplinary problems later in
their school career,” Jolly says. “These positive outcomes are especially true for
children from historically disadvantaged and marginalized communities.”

Jolly’s proposal is part of the District’s long-term facilities planning process,
which is expected to conclude this spring. Where to put an expanded preschool
program — and how to pay for it — are issues that have been under discussion
since the fall. In January, the Board of Education indicated it wanted to explore
placing a preschool site at the old Ludlow school building and potentially
maintaining the current program at Onaway.

Jolly acknowledged at the time that finding a funding stream to pay for an
expanded preschool program — and the space to house it — is not easy. But he
argues that the return on investment is great.

“It is the kind of transformative investment that Shaker has historically
made to maintain our tradition of academic excellence,” he says.
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Paraprofessional Stephen Shinn offers a congratulatory
hug to a preschool student at Onaway Elementary
School. The District plans

to expand pre-K

opportunities for

the community’s

youngest scholars.
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Marla Robinson

The Shaker Heights Schools
preschool program is the only one in
Ohio to incorporate the prestigious
International Baccalaureate (IB)
Programme philosophy with a
continuation through the 12th grade.
All classes include both students
who have been identified to have
disabilities and those who have not
been so identified. The practice

of blending students in general
education with those who have special
needs — a “peer model” approach

— provides constructive examples

to students with special needs and
exposes general education students
to children with differences.

“In Shaker's early childhood
program, IB is the umbrella for all
that we do,” says Allison Colvin, a
preschool teacher at Onaway. "It
is an inquiry-based program where
the children engage in researching
and exploring topics that affect our
classroom, school, community, and
our world.”

Onaway'’s program is open to
children between the ages of 3 and
5 who live within the District and are
toilet trained. The program is tuition-
based for general education students
but on a sliding scale for families who
qualify for free or reduced-cost meals.

This year, there are about 85
students enrolled in the District's
preschool program — both full-day
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A

community-wide
collaboration

and half-day. Nearly the same number
of children are on the waiting list.
Full-day preschoolers get a taste of
all of the basic subjects their older
peers get, as well as “specials” such
as music, art, and physical education.
Half-day students get an abbreviated
version of that menu. All children go
on a wide variety of field trips.

Onaway maintains a long and
constant preschool waiting list,
confirming the belief that a market
for high-quality pre-K exists. Marla
Robinson, the District’s chief strategic
priorities officer, views expanded
preschool opportunities as a
community-wide collaboration, rather
than a competition.

“We're all better if we work
together,” Robinson says. “We are
committed to collaborating with other
local preschool programs. Wherever
the children are attending preschool,
they are still our children.”

A strong preschool program was
an attraction for parents such as Nellie
Brown. A Shaker graduate who now
works in the District’s Human Resources
Department, Brown and her husband,
Shannon, moved back to Shaker for
the diverse, high-quality education
opportunities the District affords,
including its strong preschool program.

This year, Brown's daughter Emma,
5, attends preschool at Onaway. She
has two other children, Dorothy and
William, in the school system.

“Emma was a COVID kid - she
was at home with me,” Brown said.
“The children she is in preschool with
now are her first group of friends. She
loves it! She talks about all her friends
and loves her teacher.

"] went to Onaway,” Brown
adds. “We moved back to Shaker to
give our children the same diverse
experience that | received.”

On a cloudy mid-winter
morning, the children in Klink’s class
at Onaway are unconcerned about
enrollment numbers and education
research. Gathered around their
teacher in a circle, they are focusing
their attention on the picture book
“Waiting for Mama,” a tale of the
challenges animals face living in the
Antarctic.

“Where is mama going?” Klink
asks as the children stare at images of
penguins soldiering through their icy
home. “Do you have a prediction of
where she is going?”

“She's looking for food,”
someone volunteers.

“Let’s find out!” Klink says.

It sometimes feels like the journey
to expand preschool to more of the
community’s young learners is as
daunting as the challenges facing
those hungry penguins.

Preschool advocates such as
Colvin point out that because high-
quality pre-K for all children is not
compulsory in Ohio, it will require a
partnership between the community
and the School District to expand the
District’s preschool opportunities.
Because so many skills were lost or
under-developed during COVID,
high-quality preschool and early
intervention services are even more
critical now, she says.

“I believe it can happen with
proper planning and adequate
resources and support,” she says.
“Although change takes time, | believe
this kind of change can’t wait. Many
families in our community cannot
afford to wait. Their childrens’ futures
depend on what happens now.” SL

Scott Stephens is executive director of
communications and engagement for
the Shaker Heights City School District.



“A high-quality preschool experience
helps ensure that children get the
experiences their brains need to further
develop and the socialization necessary
to develop empathy. When offered
universally, preschool helps close
the opportunity gap.”

— pre-K teacher Kristin Koenigsberger.
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Meghann Hennen

Boulevard Neighborhood

Challah At Meg



[ Work. Live.

My mission involves bringing
people together in community,
with love and comfort, through
challah bread. Challah is

a Jewish food that fosters
connectivity through women
and families.
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Challah has helped me so much spiritually and emotionally. |
originally made challah for the first Shabbat Zoom with my toddler
families from work at the Jewish Community Center during the first
week of the pandemic. | fell in love with the process and strived to
perfect my craft. | love that | have been able to connect safely with
the community and still provide comfort during difficult times.

Now that everything has become more open, | have had the
opportunity to meet face-to-face with my customers. | have met so
many amazing people and discovered that our lives have overlapped
at different points. | love hearing their stories of how and where they
ate and shared my challah with their families and friends.

Something else | appreciate about my business is the ability to
ship my challah nationwide. In some ways it's like the sisterhood of
the traveling challahs! And | love the social networking. The challah
community locally and on Instagram has provided me with endless
inspiration and connections. | am grateful to be a part of several
online groups and have met such kind and lovely followers.






I Work. Live.

My background has nothing to do with baking. My
experiences range from figure skating and classical ballet
training, to being a visual and performance-based artist
(represented by HEDGE Gallery at 78th Street Studios),
to teaching early childhood and special education. | also
love to travel and have performed in Europe, New York,
Cleveland, and Florida. | believe my background is all
braided together, and everything I've done supports
everything I'm doing.

As a competitive figure skater, | started my days
at 5 am at Thornton Park for ice time before going to
school. | quit at age 15 because | was diagnosed with
juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, which affected my knees
and jaw. | continued ballet at Cleveland City Dance,
where | assisted the director and learned to teach pre-
school, pre-ballet, and beginning ballet classes. After
graduating from Beachwood High School in 2001,
| earned a BFA in painting and drawing from The University
of Akron Mary Schiller Myers School of Art. In 2006,
| began studies at Parsons School of Design, where |
received my MFA in painting and performance art.

| lived in New York City for 10 years, making and
exhibiting art and teaching in different synagogues and
preschools. Having found that my passion is working with
toddler-to-kindergarten-age children, in 2013 | applied for
an MA in early childhood education and special education
from Teachers College, Columbia University. | believe all
children need an advocate who will help them and give
them affection.

| teach the whole child and work with them where
they are developmentally, and | especially love teaching
in a play-based environment and allowing children to find
and develop their interests. | was told at a young age that
| would never amount to anything and | shouldn’t/wouldn’t
be able to go to college with my poor grades. However,
with two master’s degrees and a small business, | know |
am resilient and can overcome anything.

My husband Pat and | relocated from New York City to
Shaker Heights in 2015. We both wanted something that
was urban, yet suburban. | love our neighborhood and
being close to the Lower Shaker Lake, where we take our
St. Berdoodle, Luna, for long walks. | run my business
from our small apartment, with one oven and a four-
foot countertop. During the pandemic, | made about

25 challahs a week. Now that | am working in-person
full-time, | make about 10 a week, and sometimes | am
booked out for months at a time. For the past several
years | have been in partnership with Suburban Temple,
Kol Ami in Beachwood.

Email: megschallah@gmail.com
Phone: 646-957-5223
Website: challahatmeg.com SL
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Scene
in Shaker

By Sue Starrett
Photograph by Jason Miller

Flash Gordon, the protagonist of a popular space adventure comic strip,
made his debut in 1934. Four years later, Joe “Flash” Gordon, a successful
car salesperson for the past half century, was born. While neither of the
Messrs. Gordon possesses typical superpowers, both have had brave and
grand adventures.

Joe Gordon'’s father relocated to Cleveland from Memphis in 1930, landed
his first job at a service station, and eventually managed several, including one
at East 75th Street and Woodland Road. Gordon often helped his dad, and
after working the entire summer of 1954, dropped out of high school to provide
more than seasonal assistance. When Standard Oil of Ohio purchased that
property, Gordon helped secure a loan from Cleveland Trust for a new facility,
which opened in April 1963 at East 79th and Woodland. Because Gordon'’s
father was aging, the lender persuaded Gordon to accept ownership. In doing
so, he became one of only a handful of African American gas station owners in
Cleveland. Altogether, he worked in service stations for 18 years.

Gordon’s entrepreneurial spirit eventually led him to a General Motors
plant manager to pitch a new concept, car security systems. Instead, he was
encouraged to consider a “fail-proof business” and apply for an 18-month
program for minorities to learn how to become a GM franchise dealer. He was
selected, completed the training, and began his new career as a part of the
sales force at Arthur Pontiac (now the site of Motorcars on Mayfield Road).
Over the years, Gordon has worked for Blaushild Chevrolet, Qua Buick, Central
Cadillac, and several other dealerships.

During the fuel shortage of the 1970s, he switched venues to own and
manage a beverage store at East 45th Street and Superior Avenue. Almost
10 years later, he sold the property and returned to Blaushild, where he would
receive his famous nickname. A sales contest in 1974 awarded five prizes;
Gordon received third prize, a Polaroid camera. He took so many photos that
one of his co-workers started calling him “Flash.” As it happened, another Joe
was on the sales force. So the moniker stuck. Gordon'’s business cards and sales
flyers sported his new, and legendary, name.

Now Gordon has office space at Crestmont Cadillac as a
freelance representative.

“I am there to help my longtime customers and occasionally sell a new car -
to the children and grandchildren of my former customers,” he says. One of the
benefits of working in car sales is driving a company vehicle,
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a "demo.” Throughout his 51 years in
the business, he has driven a Chrysler
Cordova, Buick Electra, and Chevy's
Monte Carlo and Impala, among
others. His current ride is a 2013
Cadillac. He enjoys getting dressed
up every day and driving to work.

“1'd like to retire, but what would
| do? I've been working since | was
16 because I'm blessed with good
health,” says Gordon. “I stay active
and am in great shape.”

Estimating that he has sold at least
100 cars annually — although one year
his total was 250 Buicks and another
year, 300 Chevys — Gordon figures
he's been responsible for placing
about 3,000 cars in the area. "It's
mind-boggling to me sometimes,” he
remarks about his career.

Gordon and his family lived in
Cleveland Heights for many years. He
and his wife are the parents of two
sons and a daughter, although Mrs.
Gordon died in 1990 and their older
son in 2015. Now he is the grandfather
of two and great-grandfather of five,
four of whom live locally. In 2020
he moved to the Oliver House in
Shaker Heights, where he enjoys his
neighbors, the larger community, and
his easy commute to work.

“"At my age, | just want to
cruise along.” SL
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Even at 90, Nina continued her passion for arts and culture. After decades of advocating for and celebrating
Cleveland’s treasures, landmarks and communities, Nina was still winning lifetime achievement awards and
experiencing the joys of her hometown as a Judson assisted living resident.

Bringing Assisted Living to Life.

Judson Assisted Living residents have the independence they like with as much or as little support as they need. Our highly
trained, caring team can assist with daily activities, medications and housekeeping. Our three beautiful and inviting
communities offer open gathering areas, art studios, libraries, pools, fitness centers, along with around-the-clock healthcare

to support, engage and inspire the mind and body.

Judson Park Cleveland Heights Judson Manor University Circle South Franklin Circle Chagrin Falls

(216) 545-5292  judsonsmartliving.org




