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ON THE COVER:
The Nahley home, October, 2023.
Photography by Kevin G. Reeves

Great Shaker Homes
After 30-plus years in Florida,

a Northeast Ohio native and her
husband find their dream home.

34

Brilliant Careers

Susan Oguche fell in love

with public relations in college.
Now the self-declared “nerd” is
the chief communications officer
for Rock Entertainment Group.

na

Shaker Schools

The District’s commitment

to provide high-quality instruction
to its numerous international
students means that they master
English, the passport to

academic success.

o(

Photo Essay

The Shaker Heights Figure Skating
Club is one of the largest in Ohio.
The club has received its 50-year
plaque from the U.S. Figure
Skating Association.

5€
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KEEP YOUR LIGHTS ON

WITH A GENERATOR
INSTALLED BY GORJANC

5 o 9%* Financing

w/approved credit, call for details

Free Estimate

216-278-7889 HOME SERVICES

Www'gorjanc'com HEATING - COOLING - PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL

Everything you planned on and more!

Five Levels of Care. One Place. McGregor Senior Living.
Independent & Assisted Living | Rehabilitative Services | Skilled Nursing | Hospice | PACE

14900 Private Drive
Cleveland OH 44112
216.220.2209 ra@or

mcgregoramasa.org

3238MCG
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n X.com @shakeronline
Instagram @ShakerHeights



orowse the archives. . .

PEOPLE COMMUNITY ARTS&ENTERTAINMENT GREAT SHAKER HOMES

Shaker is a place of versatility.

Ice Skating at
30 Miles an Hour

The day of Ryan Shane’s Shaker Heights High
School graduation in 2022, his life changed in
still another significant way: the U.S. Short Track
Speed Skating National Training Program
publicly announced that he had been

named to its 15-member team.

Girl Talk

The International Women’s Group of Cleveland
gathers monthly for friendship and cultural
outings, allowing international women who have
relocated to the area to come together and
share stories and experiences.

Passionate Pursuits

Some people just know what they are meant
to do in life. Actress/singer/songwriter Mariama
Whyte has mastered the art of staying busy.
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Kim Bixenstine

Earl Williams
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Mayoral and City Council
Election Results

In November, Shaker Heights residents voted to re-
elect Mayor David E. Weiss to a second term. For City
Council, voters elected Kim Bixenstine and re-elected
Sean Malone, Nancy Moore, and Carmella Williams.

Weiss lists his key priorities as economic
development; fiscal stewardship; diversity, equity
and inclusion (DEI); attracting and retaining
residents; and sustainability. He serves as a member
of the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority
board, the First Suburbs Consortium Executive
Committee, and the Cuyahoga County Democratic
Party Executive Committee.

Bixenstine, a professional mediator and
arbitrator and retired chief compliance officer for
University Hospitals, served as vice president of
the board of the Shaker Heights Development
Corporation and chair of the Fund Development
Committee. She served as a citizen member of City
Council’s Administration Committee.

Malone was re-elected to a third term. He has
served as vice mayor and as Council’s representative
on the Planning Commission and Board of Zoning
Appeals. He has chaired the City’s DEI Committee,
and served on Council’s Sustainability and
Recreation committees.

Moore was re-elected to a sixth term.

She has chaired the Tree Advisory Board, the
Landmark Commission, and Sustainability
Committee, and served as a member of the Finance
and Neighborhood and Economic Development
committees.

Williams was re-elected to a second term.

She has chaired the Neighborhood and Economic
Development Committee and served as a member of
the DEI, and Safety and Public Works committees,
Fair Housing Review Board, and the Forward
Together Leadership Team.

Thank You for Your Service

Earl Williams, Jr. was elected to City Council in
2004 and completed five terms of service. He did
not seek re-election. Williams served most recently
as chair of the Administration Committee, the
Board of Appeals, and the Fair Housing Review
Board, and as a member of the Finance, Recreation,
and Safety and Public Works committees.

Carmella Williams
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KARLOVEC

& COMPANY

DESIGN/BUILD = REMODEL

PEOPLE, PROCESS AND PLACE:
CRAFTING SPACES THAT MAKE
A HOUSE A HOME.

For over 25 years we've been solving
problems, and crafting exceptional living
spaces, for those who call Shaker home.

From concept to completion, our unique
Design/Remodel approach provides
a seamless and satisfying experience that
gets rave reviews. Call us today, or visit
our website to learn more.

DESIGN - PLAN - BUILD
Space Planning | Additions | Kitchens | Bathrooms | Basements
Whole House Renovations | Historic Restoration

WWW.KARLOVEC.COM

A SHAKER HEIGHTS BUSINESS INFO@ KARLOVEC.COM
216.767.1887



What is
Design Build?

Intentional architecture
ARB/BZA coordination
Site plan development
Space planning
Interior design
Mood board presentations
Procurement
Project management
Scope and budget
Development

Issue resolution

PAYNE &
Q [OMPKINS

payne-tompkins.com
440.226.5040

VanCuren
Tree Service

SINCE 1986

"(yowz com/;[:zta Thee Care A/zzaia[iitiﬁ

Fully Insured - Free Estimates

e Complete Tree
Maintenance Program

e Certified Arborists
on Staff

¢ Tree Removal
¢ Tree Trimming
e 178’ 50-Ton Crane -
* 75" Bucket Trucks

¢ Deep Root
Fertilization

e 24-Hour Emergency
e Stump Grinding

www.vancurentreecare.com

440.338.5005
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Kudos for City Planning Director

and Lee Road Action Plan

The Lee Road Action Plan

is already racking up the
accolades. In September, the
Plan was honored with a 2023
Best Practice Award from the
Ohio chapter of the American
Planning Association (APA
Ohio) and the Innovative
Transportation Solutions
Award from the Northeast
Ohio chapter of Women in
Transportation International.

“The Lee Road Action
Plan came into existence
after two years of planning,
including extensive community
engagement,” says Shaker’s
Planning Director Joyce
Braverman. “We are grateful
that this project has received
so much local support and now
state recognition too.”

The Best Practice Award
was for the community
engagement portion of the Plan.
The Innovative Transportation
Solutions Award recognizes a
major transportation project led
by women.

Completed in 2023, the Lee Road
Action Plan creates a vision for the
comprehensive transformation of Lee
Road south of Van Aken Boulevard into
a thriving commercial district that
is attractive, walkable, bikeable, and
transit-friendly. The three phases of
the Plan’s development each included
extensive and robust community
engagement with residents in nearby
neighborhoods and business and
property owners on Lee Road. Some 700
individuals participated via in-person
and virtual meetings.

Nearly 2,400 respondents
participated in online polls and a
survey. Braverman, Principal Planner
Kara Hamley O’Donnell, and Director of
Economic Development Laura Englehart
oversaw the development of the Plan.

APA Ohio also honored Braverman
with its President’s Award. This
award recognizes the exceptional
contributions of an individual to the
field of planning.

“I am delighted that Joyce
has received this well-deserved
recognition,” says Mayor David E.
Weiss. “Joyce is not only a wonderful
colleague, but a skilled and talented
planner and leader of our Planning
Department. Her work has left and will
continue to leave an indelible mark on
the City and position us for a
bright future.”

Braverman has been with the City
for more than three decades, during
which she has guided many of the City’s
most important planning processes and
projects, including the award-winning
Van Aken District and, more recently,
the Lee Road Action Plan.



And the winner is...

City Staff Recognized for Service, Professionalism

Autumn 2023 felt like awards season in Shaker Heights.

In addition to the Planning Department staff, City

employees in four other departments were recognized.
“The City is the beneficiary of an outstanding

staff. I commend their professionalism, vision, and

dedication to serving the residents of Shaker Heights,”

says Mayor David Weiss.

CAO Chaikin Receives Denihan Award

Chief Administrative Officer
Jeri Chaikin received the 2023
William M. Denihan “Legends
of Leadership Award” from
the Center for Public and
Nonprofit Management at
Cleveland State University’s
Levin College of Public
Affairs and Education.
This annual award is given
to a community leader who has
made a lifelong contribution to public
service, leadership development, and the Levin College’s
Leadership Academy.

“Jeri certainly qualifies for this award. Her
commitment to public service is unmatched,” says
Weiss. “Through leadership positions here in Shaker
Heights and previously with the Greater Cleveland
Regional Transit Authority and Cuyahoga County, Jeri
has worked tirelessly to promote efficient, effective
government for the public good. Here in Shaker, she has
helped develop leaders across City departments who are
focused on superior response and service delivery.”

A strong supporter and alumna of the Leadership
Academy, Chaikin has sponsored several City employees
for this program to develop their own leadership skills
in the context of public sector service.

The late William Denihan, for whom the award is
named, had a distinguished career in public service,
holding leadership positions in the City of Cleveland
and Cuyahoga County.

Detective, Firefighter Honored by Rotary

Shaker Heights Police Department Detective Matthew
J. Lewis and Shaker Heights Firefighter Lieutenant
Joseph Sepesy received the 2022 Police Officer and
Firefighter of the Year awards, presented by the Rotary
Club of the Heights of Greater Cleveland.

Rotary President Candice Hazelwood and club
member John Sobotincic led the awards program. The
awards were presented by Rotary members Mark Malin
and Ken D’Amato. The awards have been presented in
Shaker Heights for 30 years to honor those who embody
the Rotary motto of “service above self.”

Police Department Honored for Traffic Safety

AAA East Central presented the Shaker Heights Police
Department with its 2023 Community Traffic Safety
Platinum Award. Platinum awards are given by AAA
to departments that have put forth “outstanding
effort” to improve the safety of their communities.
Theresa Podguski, director of legislative affairs for
AAA East Central, added the recognition was for police
departments that had “gone above and beyond their
call of duty to make their community a safer place for
motorists and residents.”

Financial Reporting Recognized

The City and Finance Director John Potts received the
Auditor of State Award with Distinction in recognition
of excellence in financial reporting related to the
City’s comprehensive annual financial report for the
fiscal year that ended in 2022. Earlier in 2023, the
Government Finance Officers Association awarded the
City its Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting. The City earned that recognition
for its annual comprehensive financial report for the
fiscal year ended December 31, 2021.

City, Library, Historical Society Honored

The City, Shaker Heights Public Library, and Shaker
Historical Society together were recognized with the
2023 State Historic Preservation Office Award for
Public Education and Awareness for the educational
efforts associated with the Warrensville West Cemetery
Historic Preservation Plan and the cemetery tours that
have been conducted over the past five years.

This cemetery is one of Cuyahoga County’s oldest
burial sites. Learn more about the preservation
plan and download a tour to do on your own at
shakeronline.com/cemetery.
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OLD WORLD CRAFTSMANSHIP YOU CAN TRUST

Let us restore the Rustic Character of your roof.

OUR SERVICES:

» Slate Roofs - New Roofs and Repair

+ Tile Roofs - New Roofs and Repair

+ Wood Shake Roofs - New Roofs and Repair
+ Custom Copper

« Gutters - Copper or Premium Steel

» Chimney Work - Tuckpointing and Repairs
» Flat Roofing

- Roof Heating Coils

Rustic Slate Roofing is the proud recipient of:

+ The City of Shaker Heights 2012 Preservation Award
« The Cleveland Historical Society Honor Award

Winner of Multiple Angie's List Super Service Awards. See our reviews on Angie's List.

Call Now for a Free Consultation!
(216) 215-1339

Mention our New customer Discount - 10% OFF!
www.rusticslateroofing.com
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Citizens Police Academy
Returns in Spring

As one of only five percent of police
departments nationwide to be accredited
by the Commission on Accreditation for
Law Enforcement
Agencies, the
Shaker Heights
Police Department
adheres to the
highest professional
standards. But what
are those standards?
What practices and
programs set the
SHPD apart?

The Citizens Police
Academy offers answers.
This 10-week program
sponsored by the Police Department
“provides an opportunity for our citizens
to get a taste of what we do in law
enforcement, and the services we provide
to the community,” says Police Chief
Wayne D. Hudson.

The course, to be offered again
this spring, is open to Shaker Heights
residents and those who work in the
city full-time. Classes are held Thursday
evenings from 7-10 pm with all necessary
materials provided. There is no fee.

Citizens Police Academy is taught
by Shaker Heights police officers,
with lectures and field visits to help
participants better understand the
pressures, complexities, and operations of
police work.

Topics covered include community
engagement, biased policing, the mental
health response program, responding to
threats, and the K-9 unit.

“During the last class of the program,
participants will be given a survey to
discuss their likes and dislikes about
the class, as well as offer suggestions
on tweaks we can make,” says Hudson.
“Also, we’ll ask if they would consider
joining the Shaker Heights Citizens Police
Association, and if so, where they would
like to serve.”

For more information, including the
dates of the spring 2024 session, go to
shakeronline.com/175/Citizens-Police-
Academy or follow the Department’s
Facebook account at facebook.com/
ShakerHeightsPD.




Snow removal reminders

The possibility of snow will be with us for at least a few more months. Here are some
reminders about snow removal in Shaker Heights:

CodeRED: Be in the know when snowstorms are headed our way. Sign up to receive
severe weather alerts via CodeRED, the County’s mass notification system. Learn more
at: shakeronline.com/224/Stay-Connected

Streets: The City is responsible for keeping more than 100 miles of roadway cleared
of snow. Roads are plowed in this order of priority: main streets, streets around the
schools, side streets.

Parking Ban: The snow parking ban takes effect on residential streets when snow
exceeds two inches. The law enables plows to clear snow from the streets so that cars
and emergency vehicles can move through the city safely and efficiently.

Sidewalks: A City ordinance requires residents to clear sidewalks, including corner

property curb ramps, of snow, ice, and slush by 9 am the day after a snowfall. However,

if snow on the sidewalks reaches at least six inches, the City will plow after streets are
cleared and when crews are available.

Driveways: Homeowners are responsible for clearing their own driveways. Snow
removal contractors must be permitted by the Police Department, display the permit,
and adhere to guidelines about where snow may be deposited. Please note that City
street plowing will result in some snow pushed onto driveway aprons, which home-
owners need to clear.

Fire Hydrants: During winter months when the snow and ice pile high, Shaker’s
1,500 fire hydrants often are buried. If you are able, please clear snow from around
hydrants and avoid shoveling snow on top of them so that fire crews can quickly gain

access during an emergency. However, if
fire hydrants are buried in snow and you
are unable to dig them out, don’t worry!
The Shaker Heights Fire Department
has detailed maps indicating the specific
locations of all hydrants. In the event of
a fire where a hydrant is not immediately
accessible, each truck is equipped with
700 gallons of water — enough to fight
a fire for approximately 10 minutes —
while crews simultaneously dig out the
closest hydrant.

For additional information,
visit shakeronline.com/346/
Ice-Snow-Removal

Warmth starts at home.

How cozy is your living
space this winter?

$69 Furnace Tune-Up

Systems as low as $127/month

PK. Wadsworth

HEATING & COOLING .
‘@ o

440.337.4166 | pkwadsworth.com

Scan for the Ei{lﬁm

warmest deals
of the season! .
f [=] >
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There are
So,ManY'Reasonhs.to
SAVE HORSESHOE LAKE

. Horseshoe Lake is an irreplaceable asset.
Once it is gone, it is gone forever.

. Horseshoe Lake makes our communities more vibrant and
has been enjoyed by generations of families.

. Our residents have said they clearly want to save
Horseshoe Lake.

. I’s a nationally registered historic site and the lakes are
an important part of Shaker Heights’ Master Plan.

. It’s a vital habitat for wildlife and a key migration point
for birds.

. The cost of the Sewer District’s plan to permanently destroy
Horseshoe Lake has soared to over $20 million.

. Cleveland Heights and Shaker Heights are already spending
hundreds of thousands of your tax dollars on additional design
plans for a “park” that would permanently destroy the lake.

. The cities admit they have no funding to pay for the millions
in costs for this so-called park and now taxpayers could be
on the hook for them.

. The cities have a contractual obligation to maintain and
preserve the lake.

. There is another option that would save the lake -
The Horseshoe Lake Restoration Plan. It’s safe, controls
stormwater, and costs the same or less than the
Sewer District’s plan that destroys the lake.

Our work is not finished.

Please join us at
SaveHorseshoelLake.com
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A Note from Colleen

By Colleen Jackson, Chief Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion Officer

Live ‘Witness to History’ event,
Rev. Tutu lecture among
scheduled MLK activities

As many longtime residents know, the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is woven into
the history of Shaker Heights, as he visited
the City in 1965 and delivered a variation
of his inspirational “American Dream”
speech from the steps of Heights Christian
Church building (now the East View
United Church of Christ). As we approach
the 38th anniversary of the observance of
the MLK holiday, several special events are
scheduled throughout January in Shaker,
under the theme The Beloved Community:
Civil Rights to Human Rights.

These learning opportunities —
to include lectures, a storytelling event,
student performances, a study guide, and
ayouth art exhibition - are made possible
through a collaboration among the City’s
DEI Committee, the Shaker Heights
City School District, Shaker Heights
Public Library, and the Shaker Schools
Foundation. Mark your calendars for:

e Dr. Donna Whyte, host of the
“Witness to History” series of recorded
interviews with Shaker residents, will
host a live discussion with residents
who lived in Shaker during King’s visit,
on Sunday, January 14, from 3-5 pm, in
the Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community
Building at 3450 Lee Road.

® The Rev. Nontombi Naomi Tutu,
daughter of the late Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, visits Shaker for a special lecture
on January 29, 2024 at 7 pm at Shaker
Heights High School.

We hope the great variety of events
planned will resonate with residents.

For details about all MLK-related events in
Shaker, go to shaker.org/mlk. To reach me,
call 216-491-3201 or email me at

colleen jackson@shakeronline.com.



2024 Recycling Events

Find details about what’s accepted at
the City’s annual recycling events at
shakeronline.com/recycling-events. All
events take place at the Service Center
(15600 Chagrin Boulevard).

Computer, Electronics

& Small Appliances Roundup
January 6-7, April 13-14 & 20-21,
August 3-4 & 10-11

8 am-4 pm

Community Shredding
April 20, October 19
9 am-1 pm

Habitat for Humanity
Restore Collection
August 24

9 am-1 pm

Household Hazardous
Waste Roundup

April 27-28, May 4-5,
September 7-8 & 14-15

8 am-4 pm

Resolve to FIX"'IT PRO

Get Involved

A DIVISION OF PRESTON CONSTRUCTION

Is 2024 the

year you’ll get
more involved in '.
your community?
Consider applying to serve

on a City board, committee PROFESSIONAL HOME HANDYMEN

or commission. Learn more:

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR
SCAN QR CODE BELOW POWER WASHING
FIXTURE REPLACEMENT
SIDING/TRIM REPAIR
FURNITURE ASSEMBLY
PAINTING & PLASTER
...AND MUCH MORE

CALL OR TEXT 216.704.2274
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Hearth-Nn-Home

MASONRY LLGC

=
L]

[nterior & E xterior Masonry

Services, Restoration & Repair

Stonework ¢ Brickwork ¢ Fireplaces ¢ Firepits
e Grills & Kitchen Islands ¢ Retaining Walls
o Steps & Sidewalks ¢ Patios ® Pool Decks
¢ Foundations ® and more!

440.4717.7787

Email Marty@safecommail.com
13680 Old State Road,
Middlefield, Ohio

STRIVING TO BE ¥'©, 7 IN THE NO.2 BUSINESS!

CLEPLUMBING

and MAINTENANCE

£ Complete residential service specializing

£ Complete water, sewer, storm, gas system installation/replacement
£ water heaters, whole home water filtration systems
£ sewer cleaning, jetting, and camera inspections

# Gas lines, including gas fireplace log sets

(216) 789-0260
CLEPLUMBING.COM

swaker ownep & ramity orerater

in century homes

. ‘ \ VEAD-Bary
(v N NGNS \?7 Ohio Lic #49464 @}r
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Since 2005, veteran journalist
Rory O’Connor has edited
Shaker Life magazine, turning
ideas about Shaker people,
programs, history, and homes
into compelling articles that
tell the story of a community.
A Shaker resident for
more than 40 years and father
of two Shaker Heights High
School graduates, O’Connor
has played a key role in
producing a publication that
reflects Shaker in its beauty
and complexity. He brought
in a professional advertising
manager, John Moore, whose
ad sales dramatically reduced
the publication’s need for public
subsidy. And he worked with
professional art directors who
have taken tremendous care to
design the magazine for logical
flow and eye appeal, as well as a
visual reflection of the unique
community that is Shaker.
O’Connor and Moore are
stepping down, but leaving
Shaker a more connected
place. We thank them, wish
them all the best, and look
forward to bumping into them
around town. SL



We S€€ you
Seeing Shaker.

> H/T to those capturing the community.
> Tag your photos to #shaker365.
> You might just see them on these pages!

A

malhospital | Good patient

@shakerheightsani

@sgros_barbershop | Different strokes @northstarcafe | Peanutty goodness @scorpacciata_ | From scratch
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Shaker

Schools

Shaker Heights

High School featured on
WKYC-Channel 3

and ‘TODAY’

The Shaker Heights Schools had the
opportunity to shine on the national
stage in October when students and staff
were featured on the Friday Morning
Lights segment on the TODAY show. The
morning began with several features
on the local WKYC-Channel 3 morning
show, where the marching band, the
Raiderettes, and cheerleaders performed.
The Channel 3 segments also featured
interviews with Superintendent Dr. David
Glasner, band director Jason Clemens,
Shaker Heights High School marching
band member senior Samuel Srivastava,
and football team member junior Trey
McNutt. The coverage also included a
special feature on the District’s Stay in
the Game! partnership with the Cleveland
Browns to promote school attendance.
The Friday Morning Lights segment
then featured an interview with head
football coach Alex Nicholson and Clemens
as well as a live full band performance.

Save the date for January events commemorating MLK

Under the umbrella theme of The Beloved Community: Civil Rights to Human Rights, Shaker Heights City School District,
the City of Shaker Heights, the Shaker Heights Public Library, the Shaker Heights PTO, and the Shaker Schools Foundation
will host a series of events during January to honor and celebrate the legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Join us for:

® Witnessing History: A Panel Discussion on Sunday afternoon, January 14, 3-5 pm, Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community Building
® Human Library: A Storytelling Event hosted by the Shaker Heights Library on Tuesday, January 16, 5-8 pm, Main Library
® Rev. Nontombi Naomi Tutu speaking engagement on Monday, January 29, at 7 pm, Shaker Heights High School

For details on these events and others, including times and locations, please visit shaker.org/mlk.
Be sure to follow Shaker Heights Schools on Facebook, X and/or Instagram to join us for in-depth learning opportunities
throughout the month.
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A Night for the Red & White
Comes Home to Shaker

Saturday, March 2, 2024, 7 pm
at Shaker Heights High School

March 2, 2024 | Shaker Heights High School | 7 pm

Tickets are now on sale for A Night for
the Red & White, the Shaker Schools
Foundation’s 32nd annual fundraising
gala. The High School will be transformed
into an elegant event space fit for a night
of lively conversation, cocktails, tapas,
and dancing. There will also be talented
student performances, online silent
auction, and two unbelievable raffle
packages. The entire community is invited
to join us for this fantastic fundraiser.
Proceeds from A Night for the Red &
White support the Shaker Heights City
School District: Every Student. Every
Grade. Every School.

® Classroom Learning: Resources for
hands-on learning and new curriculum.
® Innovative Teaching: Grants for
field trips and tools for creative study
and exploration.

® Opportunities for All: Direct student
support for extracurriculars, youth
sports, and travel.

® Career Exploration: Mentoring,
job shadowing, and entrepreneurship
experiences.

Together, we can make a difference in the
lives of our students, right here at home.

Discounts are available for young alums,
staff, and first-time attendees (21 and
over, please). For questions, call 216-295-
4325, email redandwhite@shaker.org, or
scan this QR code to
purchase tickets.

Back Row: Russell Stokes, Michael Jeans,

Kevin Clayton, James A. Goldsmith.

Front Row: Heather Hanson, The Honorable Ellen
Rippner Cohen, Dr. Ellen McWilliams-Woods.

In Memoriam:
Aisha Fraser

Congratulations to the Shaker Schools
Alumni Hall of Fame Class of 2023

In November, eight new inductees were welcomed into the Shaker Schools Alumni

2023 Hall of Fame. The Shaker Schools Foundation hosted a dinner and induction
ceremony at the Cleveland Skating Club. The newest class of the Shaker Schools Alumni
Hall of Fame includes eight Shaker graduates who have made significant contributions
to the fields of K-12 public education, public service, law, advocacy, finance, public
health, business, and diversity, equity and inclusion.

Alumni Hall of Fame Class of 2023 Inductees:

Kevin Clayton, Class of 1977
The Honorable Ellen Rippner Cohen, Class of 1958
Aisha Fraser, In Memoriam, Class of 1991
James A. Goldsmith, Class of 1973
Heather Hanson, Class of 1995
Michael Jeans, Class of 1992
Russell Stokes, Class of 1989
Ellen McWilliams-Woods, Ph.D., Class of 1980

The eight inductees joined more than 326 graduates inducted into the Hall of Fame
since its establishment in 1986. Read full bios at shakerschoolsfoundation.org/hall-of-
fame-2023.
Do you know an outstanding Shaker graduate? Complete your 2024 Shaker Schools
Alumni Hall of Fame nomination online at shakerschoolsfoundation.org/alumni.

To be considered, alums must be distinguished in their field of endeavor, make
significant contributions to the community, and serve as positive role models to
current students.

ee s e e o0 e o000 e

Stay Informed:

For the latest news and information about Shaker Heights Schools, visit shaker.org.
Follow us on Facebook.com/ForShakerSchools,

or post to us on X @ShakerSchools.
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Buying or Selling a Home?

Jackie Collesi ¥
CRS, Realtor® S
Quality Service Award V<
Top 3% Company Wide

216-780-8607

'Knowfedgeable, responsive, pm‘ienf. and

kind. Just what we needed in a realtor!”
- Douglas, Shaker Heigh*s

Call me today to discuss first steps
in selling or buying your home.

P
410 oward
annas

B Reolketate Mortgage Tite Insurance [

Onaway Elementary School Turns 100!

jackiecollesi@howardhanna.com

The last six principals of Onaway Elementary School were on hand October 27 to kick
Serving the Greater Cleveland off the school’s centennial celebration. Current Principal Dora Bechtel (left) was joined
by former principals Rosemary Weltman (second to left), Eric Forman, Amy Davis, Jean
Sylak, and Lynn Cowen for a special evening of food, fun, and stories. SL

Area for Over 25 Years

2 OFRBY CDAY S8 \CCELERATE THE

RACE TOWARD HOPE
SO I R R/ For 30 years, Cleveland's party of the year has
funded lifesaving pediatric care at Cleveland Clinic

Children’s, making the impossible possible for

JOIN US FOR AN INSPIRATIONAL children in our region and around the world.
NIGHT BENEFITING

gg Cleveland Clinic Children’s Celebrate with us on May 4 at the Derby Day Soirée.
We'll sport our finest hats, arrive on the red carpet,
sip mint juleps and watch the run for the roses.

Don't be left at the starting gate for one of
Cleveland'’s signature events. SAVE THE DATE: The fun lasts one night,

but the impact lasts for years.

Relive all the best moments of the 2023
Derby Day Soirée here:
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Whatever the Reason, Whatever the Season... L4 | Smte S
Shaker Heights Can Count On Smylie One! S

P—— I T T A K E S PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT

WHATEVER The Right Financing to Keep Your Home Comfortable. ﬁryaptlt_"’_th!e'Hgmf
_IT TAKES. We Can Find A Plan That Fits Your Budget. umidification System

e Helps poor indoor air quality
Increases your health and comfort
Preserves your furnishings and flooring
Prevents dry, itchy skin
Eliminates static shock
Saves on energy costs
Quiet operation

*Subject to credit approval. Backed by Bryant’s 10 year parts warranty

Pro-Max Heating | Humidifier | Vesta Tankless Pro-Max Plumbing

Tune-Up & Safety Inspection Whole-Home Humidification Water Heater Professional Service

$20 OFF $50 OFF $250 OFF $25 OFF

Now Only $99.95 Protect Your Family & Your Home Don’t Wait Until Your Hot Water On Your Next Service Call
Over 30 Points of Inspection From Dry Indoor Air Heater Bursts & Floods Your Home “Don’t Delay...Call today”

A (
s e caving Your Wallet  340-449-HEAT(4328)
mylie (ne Saving Your waile i
from unexpected repair bills WWW.smy ieone.com
— — = — — - e, i
| | r é y / ) 7ET e f?@% *51%%?1%%25&%?'B%Z%}'grﬁgi%h?slj 3304246146
.‘ . *Financing Available '%»ng‘; Valid thru 3/31/24. Limit one per household. During business hours.

- = - . = OH LIC # 18265 Not valid on prior sales. Can not be used in conjunction with any
Ileallng cl]ﬂllll!l Plllllllllllg Rir llllalll!l other discounts. Gas forced air systems only. Boilers Extra *Main Office

With flexible financing options, it’s easy to invest in a
new heating or cooling comfort system or an
unexpected repair, without breaking your budget. For a
limited time, take advantage of our special financing for
36-72 months* on select Bryant® high efficiency

--.....___ - P equipment. We make it easy for your family to stay
comfortable all year long.

sugie © WE

Steven Smylie - President

Details make the difference!

o . - G g g

outdoor kitchens & fireplaces

screened porches & decks I/

custom planting

custom patios
& retaining walls

computer —
imaging
& design

- S —

See our portfolio at www.eastside-landscaping.com
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Shaker

Social

Living in Shaker

Neighbor #1: I thought the rays of

light were cool against the backdrop
of the old sink that came with our house!
Neighbor #2: The first thing that came
to mind was that your fairy godmother was
about to appear. Neighbor #3: I've never
seen a concrete laundry sink with three
bays. Two was pretty common. That’s an
indestructible utility sink. Never get rid of

it! Neighbor #4: The sink is indestructible,

but the legs are not — they can rust. The
concrete sink in my 100-year-old house is
supported by a car jack!

18 WINTER 2024 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE

i ECa0E0ECE:S

—

Onaway Community Organization

Neighbor #1: I'd love to meet and maybe jam with (or take

lessons from) the mystery Onaway neighborhood guitar
player jamming out today at maybe 1 pm-ish somewhere between
Southington and Onaway on Huntington or Warrington. My wife and I
have heard you before - really awesome playing every time, and sweet
electric guitar tone! Neighbor #2: Marc Pelletier Neighbor #3: Sorry,
I may have been a little loud-ish; I try to play when folks are at work.
You are welcome to come over sometime. IM me. Thank you for the kind
words! Neighbor #4: Keep it up, we love it! Neighbor #1: No apologies
necessary! We open our windows to hear you better while working from
home. Neighbor #2: These kids and their rock-and-roll!

Living in Shaker

Neighbor #1: So this

happened today, right across
the street. Watch the littles.
Photo credit goes to my neighbor.
Neighbor #2: Yep. My chickens
are staying locked up in a covered
run for the rest of the fall.
Neighbor #3: I'm right across
the street (the “flag house”).
The squirrels in my backyard are
making jungle animal sounds
I've never heard before. I'm
pretty sure they are voicing their
apprehension towards hawks.
Neighbor #4: 1 thought he might be a red tailed hawk, his tail had an
auburn color. Neighbor #5: Gorgeous! Neighbor #4: 1 was driving
on Van Aken on Saturday and saw this beautiful creature land, spread
its majestic wings, and then appeared to look in a hole (maybe for a
chipmunk?). It was spectacular. Neighbor #2: Ilove thinking that they
look like they are wearing fluffy pants. SL




Hathaway Brown

has been a top-ranked girls’ school in Ohio!

Come see for yourself!

,,,‘u@ Join us for an
@.c;ﬁ upcoming event.

HathawayBrown

HB.edu/admission
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a Shaker Library card can access articles from these sections, free of charge.

With NYT Cooking, home cooks of all levels can access recipes from across the
globe ranging from one-pot to multi-course. People who love solving puzzles can access
Wordle, The Crossword, and Spelling Bee through NYT Games.

The Athletic covers over 1,000 teams across 40-plus leagues, delivering best-in-
class reporting and analysis. And if you're looking to make a big purchase, Wirecutter
provides independent reviews based on real-world testing.

Visit shakerlibrary.org/nyt to get started.

Shaker Library Expands New
York Times Access to Include
Cooking, Games, and More

You know the feeling. You're scrolling
through social media and see a dish that
makes you salivate. You tap to open

the recipe only to get hit with a pop up:
“Please subscribe to unlock more recipes.”

Not anymore.

Shaker Library is pleased to announce
we’ve upgraded our subscription package
to include access to New York Times
Cooking, Games, The Athletic, and J g
Wirecutter content. Now, any person with ~ © Shaker Library Contributes

Storytelling Event, Art to the City-wide MLK Celebration

@hr.’.\ﬂuﬂfrk@lmts As part of the 2024 city-wide celebration of the life of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Shaker Library will host a Human Library event
on Tuesday, Jan. 16 from 5 to 8 pm.

During the Human Library event, real people become books who share

HUMAN LIBRARY

unjudge someone.

their life stories.
The books come

from all walks

of life and will
talk about having
been stigmatized or stereotyped due to race, class, religion, sexual
orientation, gender identity, lifestyle choices, or disability.

Attendees are invited to borrow these human books for
conversations. The goal is to challenge stereotypes, promote
understanding among diverse individuals, and foster empathy for
others. The library welcomes adult readers and teens accompanied by

an adult.

The Human Library is a unique opportunity to build a more inclusive
and compassionate community through one-on-one dialogues.

Shaker Library will also contribute art created by children and teens to display
e at the MLK Celebration keynote event with LS TR B
' Rev. Nontombi Naomi Tutu on January 29. 5

In December, children created paper quilt
squares celebrating King’s Beloved Community.

Stay Informed: Teens worked to create a collaborative art piece i
For the latest news and information with local artist Mary Addison-Carter during a s
about Shaker Heights Public Library, series of workshops at Main Library. }
visit our web site at shakerlibrary.org. Mary Addison-Carter is a retired art

Follow us on Facebook educator who served for 35 years with the -
at ShakerHeightsPublicLibrary Cleveland Metropolitan School District. % W

and on Instagram @ShakerLibrary. Find more information at shaker.org/MLK. e ' . "\

Mary Addi‘son-Car'ter |

—n kW
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Shaker Library, SAMS Partner
to Run Reimagined Fairy Tales
Workshop in February

Shaker Library is proud to partner with
Kim Harris of SAMS (Shaker African
American Mothers Support) to present a
series of workshops to help students in
grades 4 through
7 reimagine
fairy tales
from different
perspectives.
“The stories
children have
grown up
listening to,
Little Red Riding
Hood, Jack and
the Beanstalk, and others historically
lack diversity,” Harris says. “This series
will encourage youth to ‘remix’ these
well-known stories using a variety of
characters from different backgrounds.”
Workshop dates will be on Mondays,
February 5, 12, and 19 from 4:30 to
6 pm at Main Library. The series will
conclude with a presentation of the
participants’ work and art inspired by
their imaginations on National Fairy Tale
Day, Monday, February 26 at 4:30 pm.
This program is paid for by the
Cuyahoga Reads Grant and the Friends of
the Shaker Library. Visit shakerlibrary.org/
events to learn more.

Kim Harris

Friends Pack the Van Donation
Drive Set for March 2

Are your bookshelves getting a little
packed? The Friends of the Shaker Library
(FOSL) can help.

Drive any clean, used books you'd
like to donate up to the library van parked
at the Bertram Woods Branch on Saturday,
March 2, between 10 am and 1 pm.
Volunteers will unload them for you (and
provide a donation receipt, if needed).

“The Friends wanted to make it as
easy and convenient as possible for people
looking to donate, especially older folks who
may have trouble lifting their donations,”
says Lyndsey Brennan, communications
and marketing manager at Shaker Library.

All proceeds from donated books
sold at our FOSL Spring Book Sale will
help cover the cost of programming for all
ages, including Summer Reading.

Visit shakerlibrary.org/friends for
more information. SL

WE ARE WORKING IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

@ PAINTING & RENOVATION
@ INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
@ LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

PINPOINT
PAINTING

AND
RENOVATION

@ 216-524-3365
FREE ESTIMATES

216-524-3365

WA PIPOINTPAINTING CON

Meet Ruffing’s exceptional faculty, talk with our Head of School, explore
our beautiful and spacious classrooms, and discover for yourself why so
many of your friends, neighbors, and colleagues have fallen in love with
Ruffing and made it the school of choice for their children.

R&g«%t@/e/ tbd(u/.- Visit ruffingmontessori.net

Admissions Open House
Saturday, January 20

L
‘ -
2roonto2PM == RUffing
months to radae .
% Montessori School

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights « 216.321.7571
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@ Shaker Library

Bartram Woaods
Grand Reopening
Celebration

- e,
e ! BN T W ;

INFORMATION

[ 1)

o

Bringing the
Jutside In
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In the Iate 1 9505, architects drew up a plan for a branch

library, funded in part by the local
farm-boy-turned-railroad-engineer,
Bertram Woods.

Their plans were quickly derailed,
however, when then-director Virginia
Robinson (SHHS Class of 1924) took a
trip to Menlo Park, California and fell
in love with the California ranch-style
library there.

She brought back photos and a
magazine article about the building,
and the architects pivoted, settling on
the structure we now have.

"It was really Miss Robinson who
was responsible for the design of the
building, though | wouldn’t want that
to get all around town,” Robinson
overheard one of the architects saying
at the branch’s dedication ceremony in
June 1960.

Opposite page: Upon entering, visitors
can immediately connect with staff
members at the strategically-placed
reference and circulation desks.

This page, top: Children play, read, and
color in the newly renovated children’s
room at the Bertram Woods Branch.
This page, bottom: Girls play in front
of the stained glass window in the
children’s area.

WWW.SHAKER.LIFE | WINTER 2024 23




I @ Shaker Library

The branch has had four
renovations over the course of its
60-plus year life. The first two added
a dedicated children’s area, more
space for the fiction collection, and
a basement.

This most recent renovation,
designed by architecture firm
Bialosky Cleveland and executed by
Turner Construction, was all about
preserving what was useful and
beautiful about the initial design -
and reclaiming space that had been
lost in previous renovations.

“We wanted to honor the existing
architecture — the high ceilings and
the tremendous natural light coming
in from the windows — by creating
openness and visibility through the
space,” says Ben Crabtree, the Bialosky
senior architect who served as project
manager and architectural design lead
for the project.

The challenge was opening up
lines of sight through the building
in a way that didn’t compromise the
collection, Crabtree says.

Library administrators worked
closely with the Bialosky team to
devise a shelving plan that would allow
for unobscured views of both wings
of the building while maintaining the

24 WINTER 2024 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE

Above: Library Deputy Director
Maureen Brodar leads a tour of the
newly renovated building.

Below: Ben Crabtree served as
project manager and architectural
design lead for the renovation.

wide-ranging collection customers were
accustomed to browsing.

“That was something we heard loud
and clear from Shaker Heights residents
- they don't want to see a library that
doesn’t have books in it,” Crabtree says.

For the look, feel, and function of
the space, Bialosky senior interior designer Sandy Tilberg says she wanted to
build on the success they'd had in renovating Main Library without replicating it.

“People seemed to love the design approach and fun wall graphics at Main
Library, which are about neighborhoods and the Shaker community. But we
didn’t want Bertram Woods to be a mini-Main Library. We wanted it to have its
own identity and personality,” says Tilberg, who served as the interior design
lead for the project.

Tilberg and her team took inspiration from the branch’s wooded location,
choosing design features that played well with views of the reading garden and
the surrounding neighborhood.

“It's kind of a cheeky play on the name Bertram Woods, who we know
is a real person. But the name, in addition to the setting, really gave us some
inspiration,” she says.

Bertram Woods Branch Manager Lynne Miller has been in her position since
2003 and has become well acquainted with the building over the years.

“The thing I've always loved about Bertram Woods — which has been
accented now by lowering the shelves and popping up the ceiling — is the
outdoor space. And how the windows bring the outside indoors,” says Miller.

“I was talking to someone the other day who said, ‘Wow, are those the same
windows?’ Yes, they are. But they're so much more obvious now — and such a
feature, without shelves blocking the way. The building had good bones to begin
with, it was just a matter of rediscovering them.”

Shaker Library Director Amy Switzer says the board of trustees played a
pivotal role in producing the design we have today.

“After they hired Bialosky, they gave guidance to the design team that
applied to both branches: They wanted something uniquely Shaker. They wanted
the buildings to be open and inviting places for people to gather,” Switzer says.

They also gave specific directives for Bertram Woods. “We knew we needed
study rooms, because customers were always requesting them. And we knew we
needed to reconfigure the meeting room so it was equipped with the right tools
for hosting meetings.”

The renovation has made the space more efficient for both customers and
staff, Miller says. “We have so much more to offer customers now — two study
rooms, a passport office, and a meeting room with up-to-date technology. | think
people are going to appreciate having access to these features, moving forward.”
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@ Shaker Library

The $3 million allocated for the renovation wasn't spent solely on
cosmetics, Crabtree says. “There were roofing repairs, a new skylight, and a full
replacement of mechanical and electrical systems that will allow this building to
keep serving the community for years to come.

“People don't always see that money being spent,” he adds, “but it was a
critical part of this project.”

Entryway

Prior to the renovation, when you entered the building, you were met with
bookshelves and a large checkout counter. Now, thanks to strategically-placed
reference and circulation desks, visitors can immediately connect with a staff
member.

The ceiling above the desks also incorporates acoustic panels, so if
someone is speaking with staff about materials or their account, the panels will
absorb some of the conversation.

The designers took the opportunity to introduce warm wood tones at
each of the desks. “There was plenty of wood in the building before, but it had
darker finishes — what you would have seen in the ‘80s or '90s,” Tilberg says.

“We wanted to incorporate some of that texture but do it in a lighter color
that brightened the space and fit better with the palette we were using.”
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Above left: Library Director Amy
Switzer, Deputy Director Maureen
Brodar, Bertram Woods Branch
Manager Lynne Miller, and
Communications and Marketing
Manager Lyndsey Brennan in
the South Reading Room.
Above right: Members of the
Walkden family, relatives of
Bertram Woods.

Left: Friends of the Shaker Library
representatives Joyce Becker
and Pat Neville chat with

young customers.

Children’s Area

In the first hour that Bertram

Woods was open to the public on
Wednesday, October 11, four children
and their caretakers made a beeline
to the children’s area, without having
to stop for directions.

Crabtree says there’s a name for
what happened there: “the payoff
moment” when you walk into a space
and “immediately feel a connection
with an area.”

Right away, the kids began
playing. They climbed on the fox- and
bear-shaped animal stools. They took
turns playing a coloring game on the
touch screen. One of the children
walked slowly through the stacks,
taking it all in, then selected a book
and sat down to read it with her
caregiver on the window seat.
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School in Ohio  +
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FREEDOM TO EXPLORE,
CREATE, AND PLAY.

Visit US! Families of boys entering

Junior Kindergarten through grade 12 UNIVERSITY
are invited to schedule a personal tour SCHOOL

or attend an upcoming event. www.us.edu




OH LIC 24462

Heating Tune-Up & Safety
Inspection Special

COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF SERVICE. LABOR FOR REPAIRS, MATERIALS, HYDRONIC SYSTEMS
AND COMMERCIAL SIZED EQUIPMENT ADDITIONAL. LIMIT ONE DISCOUNT PER VISIT. EXPIRES 1/31/24

(216) 932-9755 « VEHBrothers.com
HEATING « COOLING « PLUMBING * BOILERS

| Colucci Contracting . i

Brick & Stonework

New and Restoration

Serving Shaker Residents
for 30 Years

this season, shop local @ h

amplify &

ohio's favorite locally owned
medical cannabis dispensary

Joseph Colucci, arTISAn

b i iy " .
amplify / . .
X & www.coluccicontracting.com

learn more at AmplifyDispensary.com

browse
our
archives

at
www.shaker.life

features
highlights
full issues
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@ Shaker Library

To create the woodland animal
art featured on the children’s area
wall, the Bialosky team brought in
Chelsey Finnimore, the firm's graphic
designer who won a 2022 American
Graphic Design Award for her
graphics in the Main Library atrium
and children’s room.

Finnimore's mural features a deer, a
raccoon, bats, birds, and other animals
you could find in any Shaker Heights
backyard. “That was intentional,”
Crabtree said. “We wanted the design
to be very Shaker-specific and prompt
kids to become curious about the
nature around them.”

The design complements the area'’s
stained-glass window, which resident
Lucille Winston donated in 1996 in
honor of her parents, who were long-
time branch regulars.

South Reading Room

Crabtree's favorite part of the redesign,
hands down, is the south reading room.

Prior to the renovation, shelving
blocked natural light. Swapping in
shorter shelves in the center of the
room and relocating taller shelving
to the perimeter brightened the
space considerably.

Now when you move from the
entryway and walk toward the south
window, “you get this compression and
release — those are the architectural
terms for it — that allow the south
reading room to feel all the more grand.
Like something worth celebrating,”
Crabtree says.

Then there's the view out the
south window: “If you saw that cool
view and walked down there but had
nowhere to sit, that [design] wouldn’t
have been successful,” he says. “It was
really important to us that customers
be able to sit with a book in front of
that view — that's the experience we
wanted to create.”

Who Was Bertram Woods?

Not much is known about the farm
boy who would become the namesake
of Shaker’s branch library, but one
thing is clear: he knew how to get a
ball rolling on a vision.

When he died in 1948, he left a
wish in his will that there be a library
for people in his farm community to
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Despite All The Features
That Make These Homes

Unique, There’sOne &
In Particular They All Have §

InGommon.

LeSOLD!

Cathy LeSueur & The LeSueur Team have consistently

listed and sold more homes in Shaker Heights than anyone.

They Rnow the community. Their service wins awards.
They get the job done. Plus their business expands into the
surrounding areas of greater Cleveland.

Put the LeSold team to work. for you.

CATHY LESUEUR .
‘a g |'I‘he LeSueur Team ) 4

tel: 216-355-7005 email: cathylesueur@howardhanna.com
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Restoring
our streams

STAY UP TO DATE ON PROJECTS NEAR YOU

The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District is
advancing the design on two regional stormwater
management projects in your community: The
Doan Brook Restoration Near Horseshoe Lake
Park, and the Lower Lake Dam Reconstruction.

Follow these projects, join our public engagement
opportunties, and contact us with your questions.

neorsd.org/doanbrook
neorsd.org/lowerlake

B Northeast REGIONAL
W™ Ohio Regional STORMWATER
I Sewer District MANAGEMENT

@ Shaker Library

visit. He also left $15,000 (roughly
$190,000 in today’s dollars) to ensure
it happened.

Since Woods didn’t name a
recipient for the funding, his will
wound up in probate court for two
years until finally, a judge granted the
money to Shaker Library to build a
new branch.

Census data and other public
records tell us Bertram Woods grew
up as one of eight children on a farm
at the corner of Warrensville Center
Road and Fairmount Boulevard. He
worked on the farm until he was 22,
then took a job with a railroad as a
“fireman” (a person who runs the
boiler on a steam engine).

In his 40s, he married a woman
named Sadie. They did not have
children. After a 47-year career with
the railroad, he retired to Florida
where, apparently, he never forgot his
childhood home. SL

Lyndsey Brennan is the
communication and marketing
manager at Shaker Library.

A
SKETTLE

ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL

CONTRACTORS
216.932.2598

Since 1985 - www.skettleelectric.com

Volpe Millwork, Inc.
ouality Design & Craftsmanshi

Interior & Exterior
Design Remodel Restoration Repair
Kitchens Baths Additions
Cabinets Furnishings
Architectural Millwork

4500 Lee Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44128
216-581-0200
| illworki

Member of AWI Architectural Woodwork Institute
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The Next Generation In Flooring

Meet Tyler, Nate, Matt, Ryan and Spencer, the third generation of Marshall Flooring, with their father Marc. They are
continuing this family-owned business and the legacy of their grandfather, Marshall, who opened the store in 1966.
They've also updated the brand from Marshall Carpet One & Rug Gallery to Marshall Flooring which better reflects
the area’s most comprehensive selection of carpet, hardwood, luxury vinyl, hardwood, rugs and more. Stop in and
experience the next generation in flooring for yourself.

440.449. 4977 | Eastgate Shopping Center in Mayfield Heights
Mon & Thurs 9:00 am-8:00 pm | Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 9 am-5:30 pm MarShall

MARSHALLCARPET.COM (MARSHALLFLOORING.COM after 4/15/23) FLOORING

AN EXTRAORDINARY SELECTION OF CARPET, HARDWOOD, LUXURY VINYL AND AREA RUGS

N
INDEPENDENT
a —_— TREE —m

FAIR WEATHER FRIENDS COME & G0. PHUUU JE.E,,E,}”W
WE'RE HERE T0 STAY. P

When drought conditions wilt your shrubs, high winds or ice bring
down trees, or endless rain causes endless fungal problems,
we've got you covered. Snowstorm? Flooding? Insect
infestations? We'll be there. It's never too early - or too late - to
call us.

;c: ¢n r;\_}

— G ATA

Very pleased with a professional job well done today!! | highly
recommend Independent Tree! The crew was amazing, hard-working,
professional, and quick! We had 2 trees removed, the trees around
the power lines trimmed, and a MASSIVE tree cut into manageable
sections, for us to split. - Janel Mueller

DON'T SETTLE FOR ANYTHING LESS - CALL TODAYI 440-564-1374
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Plan your summer
fun with our annual
roundup of camps in
Shaker Heights

Laurel School

Grades: Pre-K and up.

Description: Traditional day and
specialty camps.

Learn more: laurelschool.org/summer
216-455-3025

Shaker Historical Society

Grades: 2109

Description: Explore Shaker Heights history
and archaeology via hands-on camps.
Learn more: shakerhistory.org/learn/camps
216-921-1201
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Dance by Sha’Ran

Grades: Pre-K to 12.

Description: Dance camps, themed events,
and intensives for beginners to advanced.
Learn more: sharanstudios.com
216-702-0599

Grades: K and up.

Description: Day camps featuring
themes, activities, and sports.

Learn more: shakeronline.com/recreation
216-491-1295

Early Childhood Enrichment Center
Grades: K-2.

Description: Traditional day camp.
Learn more: ececshaker.org
216-991-9761

Ohio Contemporary Ballet

(Formerly Verb Ballets)

Grades: Pre-K and up.

Description: Dance camps and classes.
Learn more: ocballet.org
216-397-3757

Shaker Heights Recreation Department

The Little Gym of Shaker Heights
Grades: Pre-K to 4.

Description: Gymnastics.

Learn more: tlgshakerheightsoh.com
216-752-9049

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
Grades: Pre-Kto 9.

Description: Nature camps,
adventure camps.

Learn more: shakerlakes.org
216-321-5935

Master Marr’s Taekwon-do
Grades: K to 8.

Description: Martial arts, plus
traditional activities.

Learn more: marrtkd.com
216-921-5425

Hathaway Brown School

Grades: K and up.

Description: Traditional day, athletics,
academic, theater, and specialty camps.
Learn more: hb.edu/summer
216-320-8081



Eight members of the Shaker Heights High School Class of
2024 have been named Semifinalists or Commended
Students in the 69th annual National Merit Scholarship
Program.

We are

National Merit Semifinalists:
P rou d Of Henry York Shawn Yu
Shaker’s
Students!

Commended Students:

Madeleine Fraser Connor Peppard

Jacob Gearity Samuel Srivastava

Ethan Knapp Kevin Xiao

Four students at Shaker Heights High School earned
academic honors through the College Board’s National
African American Recognition Award Program.

National African American Recognition
Award Honorees:

Shaker Heights [INeuless e
Teachers’
Association

Jordan Long

Maxwell Kelly Alex Patterson

These scholastically talented seniors are considered
top candidates for admission to the most selective
colleges.

N
7
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cﬁ@ftsmen

John Uston | 216.371.5944
ustonroof.com

tilth seil

buy better soil

made from made in made by
food scraps Cleveland Rust Belt Riders
L -
www.TilthSoil.com

216-800-4651 ext. 1 info@tilthsoil.com
2701 Saint Clair Ave. Cleveland, OH 44114

iSs Shaker.

SHAKERONLINE.COM

Vibrant
Connected
Familiar
Timeless

Experiential

%SHAKER HEIGHTS
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After
30-plus years
in Florida, a
Northeast
Ohio native
- and her
husband
find their
dream home.
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By Sharon Holbrook
Photography by
Kevin G. Reeves
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Nahley bubbles over with excitement about Shaker Heights’
trees, architecture, and the kindness of its community.

Most of all, she's thrilled with the 1915 colonial-style house
on South Woodland Road that she and her husband Mitch
bought just over a year ago.

Its generous windows, abundant light, pleasing layout,
and handsome built-ins all drew Donna and Mitch in. Donna,
a retired interior designer, delights in every detail, and she
just as happily digs into the history of the home as she does
into her plans for updates.

The
winding
road to
Shaker
Heights

Before their move to Shaker, the Nahleys
experienced some difficult years. After the
death of their beloved adult son Shane, the
couple decided to leave Jacksonville, Florida
and make a fresh start. They first moved to
Colorado, not far from one of Donna’s sisters.
But both Mitch and Donna suffered from
incurable altitude sickness, even after three years and many
attempts to address it. It was time to make another move.
The Cleveland area was at the top of the Nahleys’ list.
Donna grew up in Conneaut, about 70 miles from Shaker
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Heights, and her other sister still lives in the area. The
Nahleys enjoy the change of seasons, and Donna, retired
but still passionate about design, loves historic homes. So
when Donna and Mitch traveled to Conneaut in 2021 for a
family funeral, they added some extra days to their trip to
explore neighborhoods and housing options. In search of
beautiful old homes, they headed to the Heights, where they
happened to meet realtor Paul Morris at an open house.

He helped the couple set the wheels in motion by
locating a rental for them in Cleveland Heights. They would
live there while searching for the perfect house to purchase.
Paul reached out regularly to share listings as they popped
up in a red-hot housing market. Donna had expressed
a preference for a Tudor home, or perhaps something
with Spanish influence, but Paul called the Nahleys with
something else entirely: the South Woodland Road colonial
they now own.

Donna says she knew the minute she walked through
that this was it. But there were five bidders, and the Nahleys
struck out. As luck would have it, the contingent buyer
backed out, and the Nahleys got another shot. This time they
were successful. Donna, already smitten at first sight, finally
got her dream home. Now, her labor of love could begin.



Two mixed

~ media pieces by
Chinese-born
artist Tony Fey
feature three-
dimensional
images made
with delicate
thread woven
around a network
of push pins.
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~ When

. the Nahleys bought the house, it had
already been updated by the seller, a
renovation company that had bought
it from the previous long-time owner.
While they like most of the updates,
Donna has her designer eye on every
detail. First and foremost, she wants
to honor the house and its history.

Honoring Remarkably, all the
the ownersthrough the
home's Years had passed down
. the home's original
hISfOI'y blueprints as well as a
sheaf of papers with the
architects’ specifications for details
in the home. Mitch noticed that the
blueprints show that the home was
built in 1915, not in 1912 as county
records indicate — a date which is also
etched into the historic home plaque
by the back door.
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The Nahleys, curious to learn more
of the home's history, reached out to
Meghan Hays, the local history librarian
at Shaker Heights Public Library. She
was able to share more information,
including the original building card

for the house, which confirms the

1915 build date, and information

about Meade & Hamilton, the well-
respected architects who designed the
Nahleys’ home. (The house is modest
compared to some other Meade &
Hamilton projects in Shaker, such as the
Marshall Mansion on Lee Road at South
Woodland Road.)

Donna intends to incorporate this
history into the home. She's planning
to scan the blueprints and use the
scans as custom wallpaper for the first-
floor powder room. She'd also like to
get a new historic home plaque from
the Shaker Historical Society with the
correct date of construction. And she's
even thinking about honoring all the
home's previous owners with plaques
on the wall of the front entry.

Opposite bottom:
Donna Nahley intends
to convert scans of
the house’s original
blueprints into custom
wallpaper for the first-
floor powder room.
Above: A custom
designed mirror by
Regina Andrew and an
oil painting by French
artist S. Lofon, with
details left and below.



While Donna Nahley makes each de5|gn e

~decision with an eye towards the home’ s’h’story
;and ar _hltecture her other eye is on comfort
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This page:

The sunroom
features a hexagonal
Theodor Alexander
Company table

with brass details
and hand inlaid
marquetry patterns.
Opposite top right:
Inspired by 18th
century English
design, two Karelian
birch host chairs

by Baker Furniture
grace the study.




the home's history is about more than names and
dates for Donna, and she has identified many
details she wants to change to make them more
appropriate for the house.

e
i

The design A sliding glass door in the

the home kitchen will eventually come

deserves out, and in its place the Nahleys

will install French doors that

echo those on the other side of the house that
lead from the sunroom to the broad side porch.
Similarly, she plans to eventually add a backyard
pergola with a design echoing the trellis-like
supports of the side porch.

The backyard, Donna is quick to point out,
has a contemporary brick patio that doesn't jibe
with the vintage of the home. Instead, she will
install sandstone. Mitch points out the sunken
area that may have been a backyard pond in
past decades, and both express regret about the
trees that they had to remove because they were
rotting. Right now, it's too cold to do anything in
the backyard, but it's not too cold to dream and
plan. Donna says this is the year they plan to buy
porch furniture and enjoy their spacious porch in
the warm months.

Donna is overflowing with ideas — here in
the kitchen, she'll fix the grout, change the light
fixture, and expose some original brick and, there
in the living spaces, she'll swap out the rug, add
blinds, repair window glazing, and update some
of the furniture and paint. Always, she frames her
ideas in terms of what the house deserves.

Donna clearly enjoys exercising her creativity.
She hasn't always had time to focus on her own
home like this. Before she retired, she would
typically work 10-12 hours a day caring for her
own clients and working at Arhaus as a designer
in Jacksonville. Now, she can enjoy the process
for herself in her own home — and without the
exhaustion of long hours.

-
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Donna makes each design decision with an eye towards
the home's history and architecture, her other eye is on
comfort and a personal sense of style.

Creafing “If you've had a bad day, this is where you
a respife want to feel rested and rejuvenated,” she
says, and this plays into her decisions about
fabrics, seating, lighting, decorative items, and, especially,
art. Over the years, the Nahleys have collected art that's
meaningful to them, and it's traveled from home to home
with them even as other furnishings have changed.
Whether it's finding someone to hang that art, or
looking for contractors who understand historic homes,
Donna marvels at the friendly and helpful people she’s
working with in Shaker. She mentions District Arts Gallery in
the Van Aken District and bldc design studio on Warrensville
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Center Road as both being particularly generous and down-
to-earth with suggestions and resources.

The Nahleys moved to Shaker Heights for a beautiful
home and neighborhood, but the cherry on top has been
the community they've found.

“I'm not exaggerating, the people here are amazing,”
says Donna, praising the kindness of the community, the
warm welcome she and Mitch got from their neighbors,
and the new friends they're making here. “I'm just
astounded at the people around here.

"I couldn’t be happier here. | just love this house,
and | have so many ideas for it.” SL

Note: If you find original house plans in your home and
you’re wondering how to care for them, or if you'd like
to learn more about the history of your home, contact
Meghan Hays, the local history librarian at Shaker
Library. Email her at localhistory@shakerlibrary.org

or call 216-367-3016.
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A Maéical Place

Susan Oguche fell in love with public relations

in college. Now the self-declared “nerd”
is the chief communications officer for
Rock Entertainment Group.

By Sharon Broussard | Photography by Jason Miller

Purpose. Community engagement. Personal and professional growth.

Those are the touchstones in the nearly 20-year communications career
of Susan Oguche, who last year became the executive vice president
and chief communications officer for the Cleveland Cavaliers, Rock
Entertainment Group, and the Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse.

“For me, purpose is my biggest thread — and contributing and learning,
entering spaces that stretch and challenge me,” says Oguche, who has
worked for Cincinnati-based Procter & Gamble, the health tech giant
Abbott, and Nike, Inc.

The new Shaker resident has been able to do all that and more during
her first year at the communications helm for Rock Entertainment Group,
the umbrella for Cleveland Cavaliers owner Dan Gilbert’s sports and
entertainment companies.

During a tour of Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse, which includes
Cleveland Cavaliers’ arena and corporate offices, we watched as
employees carefully laid down the basketball floor like a huge jigsaw
puzzle. Underneath the flooring is an ice rink for the ice hockey team, the
Monsters, which also plays at the arena.

In addition to the Cavaliers and the Monsters, Oguche and her
communications team of 10 are also responsible for the Cleveland
Charge, an NBA affiliate basketball team formerly known as the
Canton Charge, the Legion Gaming Club (an esport team), and myriad
events at the Fieldhouse.
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A higher purpose

"Soul work”

the arena, @
isin "an introd

with a laugh.

The Fieldhouse has some ertainment.
happening “200 days a year,"” She's proud that the
including weddings. But the married company'’s second
mother of two, who just bought annual Wine and Gold
a home in Shaker, came to Rock Gala recently raised
Entertainment for a bigger reason. $1 million to support

“Honestly, what sold it were nonprofits and programs
my initial conversations with Nic for Northeast Ohio
Barlage, who is also a Shaker Heights  youth. She eagerly talks
resident,” she says. Barlage is CEO about Hoops After Dark,
of the Cleveland Cavaliers, Rock a program sponsored by Rock Entertainment and the City of Cleveland that
Entertainment Group, and Rocket strives to prevent crime by keeping basketball-loving teenagers off the streets.
Mortgage Fieldhouse. “Our North Star is to be a force for good in the region,” she says of

“Nic started talking about her company.
the role that our team has in the And she likes to be hands-on. It's why she became a Providence House board
community and the way he saw our member. The agency, which offers short-term care for the children of struggling
arena as a community asset, how he parents, partners with the Cleveland Cavaliers and other sports teams, says
saw the organization as important Natalie Leek, the president and CEO of Providence House, who was pleased to
community champions,” says get a phone call from Oguche asking if she could serve on the board.

Oguche. Her career has “always been Oguche calls it “soul work.”
trying to work with organizations that “| feel like I'm joining Providence House at such an important time
have a higher purpose.” as well because it has historically been focused on Cleveland’s West Side

It's apparent that Rock and now they're like five minutes from my house in Shaker with their new
Entertainment is a great match for Buckeye neighborhood location,” she says. “So the proximity of that and the
her. Barlage says Rock Entertainment  opportunities that open up to rally my neighbors and my friends around this
is doing more than just counting mission, | think are really important as well.”

"wins and losses.” It's also helping “She has such an interesting background in her own career path,” says Leek, who
to make the Cleveland area a better points to Oguche’s public relations work at Procter & Gamble, which sells diapers
place, a message straight from owner  among other products, and Abbott, known for its infant formula. “It's providence
Dan Gilbert. that she ended up in Providence House.”

Since she started in 2022, Oguche It's providence in a lot of ways. Oguche, who spent her teen years in Cincinnati,
has been all in, doing everything never thought she would be in public relations. She was born in Nigeria to Aaron
from serving as a board member of Isa Baba, a chemist, and Pauline Ann Baba, a computer scientist. The family
Providence House, Cleveland’s crisis immigrated to the United States so her father could get a doctorate in chemistry.
nursery, to meeting people in the The Babas lived in Louisiana, New Jersey, and Alabama as Aaron followed his
community and telling the company'’s dream. When her father became a chemistry professor at Xavier University in
story, says Barlage. Cincinnati, Oguche attended Reading Junior Senior High School in Reading, Ohio

“| think she's great,” he says. and graduated from Ohio State University with a BS in marketing.

“She has a positive attitude, a can- She loved to write. She was an avid participant in the Power of the Pen writing
do attitude. We have this saying, contest and the editor of the Devil's Advocate student newspaper at Reading

"Yes before no,’ and she absolutely High. In college, she took business and professional writing classes and considered
embodies that. She's been a ball of becoming a journalist.

energy for us in a great way.” Yet it wasn't until her last year as a summer intern at Procter & Gamble in

Cincinnati that she discovered her true love — public relations. "l was like, ‘What is this
magical place?’ It was what | had always been looking for. It was marketing in that
you're promoting a product or a good or a service, and | also got to write and work
with journalists. | got to tell the story of the brand.”
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The hard works pays off

Proctor & Gamble hired her after college.
She worked on a number of different
accounts in Ohio and Boston including
Mr. Clean Magic Eraser, which, she
points out with a laugh, is “literally a
block of melamine foam. How do you
romance a product like that? How do
you tell a story around that? So it was
fun. It was challenging.”

Her hard work at the company
did not go unnoticed. She won
numerous public relations awards
during her 11 years there. Phillip
Sontag, who has held senior positions
at some of the world’s best known PR
firms, and who knew Oguche at P&G
during her early career days, says he is
not surprised by her success. First of
all, P&G is a great training ground for
young people in the communications
field and secondly, he knew that
Oguche would just soak it up.

“She always came across as very poised, very bright,” says Sontag.

“I always thought to myself that this is a young woman who will go far in
her career.”

After Procter & Gamble, Oguche worked in public affairs for Abbott handling
communications for the health tech giant’s infant formula division, and later at a
startup in Chicago where she built a communications team. When the startup was
sold, she moved to Sleep Number, the “smart” mattress company in Minneapolis.

In January, 2020, she accepted a job at Nike, Inc. in Portland, Oregon
because she wanted to work at a global retail company. It was a huge challenge
because the store had 45,000 retail employees in dozens of countries, but she
says, “I'm always trying to find that balance of where | can learn a new skill, a
new industry, and where | can be useful.”

The COVID-19 pandemic hit just three months later. Nike closed stores as
employees became sick and it had to operate under different, often confusing
masking and quarantine regulations. This made communicating the rules to
employees a challenge. Still, the company managed to open one of its flagship
stores in Paris, the Nike House of Innovation, during the pandemic. While she
handled the communications for the new store, she didn't get a chance to see it
until this summer when her family went to France on vacation.

“It was a horrible time for the world,” she says about the pandemic. “It's
crazy to think that that was just a few years ago, but in terms of being able
to flex different muscles and understand the business of communication in a
different way, it was really a meaningful learning experience.”

By the time Oguche landed at Rock Entertainment, she had a lengthy resume
—and experience in the world of basketball. The self-declared nerd knew all
about the game, thanks to her husband’s nonprofit, Crown Elite Sports, which
helps develop the next generation of basketball players in Nigeria. Her husband,
Hanson Oguche, used to play for the Nigerian national basketball team. His
nonprofit holds tournaments in Nigeria in an effort to popularize the game.

Oguche started out as just the “press release writer” for her husband'’s
project but “I developed my own passion for basketball. So when this
opportunity at Rock Entertainment came it felt like a natural next step.”

Because it's beautiful

Falling in love with the tree-lined
streets of Shaker Heights after living
in leafy green Portland was another
natural step, says Oguche, who is the
mother of two daughters, Abigail, 7,
and Grace, 2. "It's so beautiful here
and the old homes have such beautiful
architecture.”

Inventory was tight in Shaker, but
she was able to find a house thanks to
real estate agent Kim Price, a long-time
Cincinnati friend who insisted Shaker
was the perfect city for Oguche.

And it has been perfect, says
Oguche. “I feel blessed that we get to
be here. We didn't sacrifice the things
that are important to us like diversity
and being able to have neighbors that
invite us over for dinner and ring the
doorbell and ask if the girls can come
over and play.”

Her goal is to get her mother and
little brother, who will graduate from
high school soon in Portland, to move
to Shaker. Her father died recently.

“We want to make sure that he's
able to finish strong without too much
transition,” Oguche says about her
brother. “But I'm like, as soon as he's
done, you got to come on over here
because it's beautiful.” SL
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The District’s commitment to
provide high-quality instruction to
its numerous international students
means that they master English,
the passport to academic success.

By Scott Stephens | Photography by Gus Chan



nter Jill Damore’s

peaceful, second-floor

classroom at Boulevard
Elementary School and you'll hear the
language of love.

A poster near the door welcomes
visitors in 15 foreign tongues. A
kaleidoscope of flags adorns the
walls. Every nook and cranny is filled
with children’s reading books and
other learning materials. A stack of
well-worn table-top games crowds
the closet shelves.

Damore, one of the Shaker
Heights City School District's five
English-language instructors, sits at a
table with a Taiwanese second-grader.
He has chosen “Animalia,” a popular
picture book by author Graeme Base,
for today’s session. Damore reads
softly to the little boy.

“Lions lounging in the local
library,” she says. “Juggling jugs of
jelly. See how that sounds? That's
called alliteration.”

This school year, the District has
49 international students who bring
a dizzying array of home languages:
Kannada, Chinese, Russian,
Portuguese, Spanish, Tigrinya,
Vietnamese, Urdu, Turkish, Japanese,
Punjabi and Bengali. Ohio is home
to some 60,000 English-language
learners. While Spanish is the home
language for 40 percent of those
youngsters, schools across the state
deal with 90 other languages ranging
from Swahili to Pennsylvania Dutch.
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Students in the English Language
Learners program develop their
skills individually or in a small group
with their instructor. Using research-
based strategies, the program
addresses each student’s needs
while supporting the learning taking
place in their other classes. It's not
uncommon for a student who speaks
little or no English in August to be
talking up a storm by winter break,
some to the point where families
become concerned about the child
remembering their home language,
Damore says.

The commitment to provide high-
quality instruction to international
students dates back to Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which spells
out the obligation of public schools to
ensure access to and engagement in
high-level activities that include early
learning, K-12, and career-technical
education programs. Translated, that
more often than not means mastering
English, the passport to success in
math, science, and other subjects.

Serving international students
also means providing families a soft
landing in a new and sometimes
confusing home. Damore and
her colleagues stage a variety of
social and informational events for
international families, including a large
potluck dinner at the Middle School.
Equally popular is the International
Families Activity Night, which includes
bingo, board games, crafts, and
snacks. The international festival at
Lomond Elementary School includes
an art walk and musical performances
by students.
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“| try to draw from the
international families,”
Damore says.

“They bring a different
perspective that we
all benefit from. It's
something we can
harness and use to

Jill Damog our advantage.”

Boulevard’s
international flavor

hile international students are sprinkled

throughout the District, Boulevard - either by
accident or design - has evolved into a magnet for families
arriving from abroad. It's been that way for decades.

Much of it has to do with Damore and her teaching
partner, Monica Triozzi, who splits her time between
Boulevard and Fernway Elementary schools. And, says
Principal Neal Robinson, “A lot of it has to do with the fact
that we're an International Baccalaureate school in close
proximity to Case Western Reserve University, the Cleveland
Clinic, and University Hospitals, where a lot of families come
to study and work. Monica and Jill give our international
families an extra layer of welcome.”

The proximity and reputation of Boulevard are what
attracted families such as Piet Hagenaars and Tammy Rupnik
to Shaker Heights. Hagenaars, who retired as an officer in the
Royal Netherlands Army after 38 years, was happy to move to
the United States when a position opened for his wife, Tammy
Rupnik, at Philips Healthcare in Cleveland. The couple has
four children: Alexandra (Grade 1) and Elliana (Grade 3) are at
Boulevard; Isabella (Grade 11) and Johannes (Grade 9) are at
the High School. , aa

The family settled in Shaker Heights last year. Rupnik, P}et Hagenéars ’(/
an alumna of Case Western Reserve University, had some and Tammy Rupni{ B &‘\
familiarity with Shaker Heights and the District’s International S | = '
Baccalaureate (IB) Programme, one of only eight programs in
North America offering IB in grades Pre-K to 12. Shaker is recognized as a leader and model for schools around the world
in promoting equity and access to the IB framework and philosophy, which feature a rigorous curriculum and a global
focus, and emphasize creative problem-solving, hands-on projects, inquiry-based learning, and community service.
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“One of the primary drivers to us was IB,” Rupnik
says. “The kids were in an IB school in the Netherlands.
We wanted them to continue school in an international
environment. We even restricted our viewing of houses to
the Boulevard area.”

The family jJumped right in, bringing stroopwafels — a
waffle-like cookie popular in the Netherlands - to the
international potluck, and meeting families from across the
globe. Still, there are challenges. The ubiquitous nature of
cell phones came as a surprise, as did the American system
of interscholastic sports. In the Netherlands, athletic teams
are tiered, allowing all children a chance to compete at
their skill levels. The importance of homework, unusual in
the Netherlands, was also a surprise.

“When we told the children we're moving to the U.S,,
they found a good video to watch on the plane and |
thought, 'Problem solved,"” Hagenaars jokes. “Of course,
it wasn't that easy. | underestimated the impact of an
international move to kids, and ours are fluent in English.”

The family soon found they were not alone. Their
son has a German teammate on his soccer team, and
a French student in a class. Their neighbors across
the street are from Spain. After two weeks in Shaker
Heights, they were invited to a bar mitzvah.

While the public schools provide an important
touchstone for international students and families, they
are not the only resource. For years, the Shaker Heights
Public Library has offered English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) classes that provide language tutoring

for new residents as well as help in acclimating to their
new lives in Shaker Heights. The recruiting and training

of tutors have been turned over to Cuyahoga Community
College’s Aspire Greater Cleveland, which offers free high
school equivalency diplomas, basic reading, ESOL, and
U.S. citizenship classes for adult learners.

Building those kinds of connections is vital, Damore says,
and is central to the District’s diversity, equity, and inclusion
work as outlined in the District’'s Strategic Plan. “They are a
marginalized group,” she says of international families.

At Boulevard, Damore serves as the Family and
Community Engagement liaison. The school is in its third
year as a member of the National Network of Partnership
Schools (NNPS), the only school in the District that is
part of the organization. Established at Johns Hopkins
University in 1996, NNPS invites schools, districts, states,
and organizations to join together and use research-based
approaches to organize and sustain excellent programs
of family and community engagement that will increase
student success in school. As part of that work, Damore
has assembled an action team of parents to help enhance
family engagement.

“I try to draw from the international families,” she says.
“They bring a different perspective that we all benefit from.
It's something we can harness and use to our advantage.” SL

Scott Stephens is Executive Director of Communications

and Engagement for the Shaker Heights City
School District.
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Top: Young skaters preparing for a “stroking” exercise
Bottom: Lorena Tovanche
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Go Figure!

Photography by Jason Miller

It might seem counterintuitive, but a good
way to shake off the winter doldrums is
by attending the Ohio High School Figure
Skating Championships in February.

The Shaker Figure Skating Club is host to
the event, held at the club’s home at the
Thornton Park Ice Arena.

The SFSC is one of the largest U.S. Figure
Skating-affiliated clubs in the state of Ohio.
The club received its 50-year plaque last year
from the U.S. Figure Skating Association.

“We have a diverse membership from
all over the Greater Cleveland area and offer
activities for skaters of all ages and levels,”
says club president Angela Robinson. "We
are dedicated to providing a community
for growth and excellence for all disciplines
within the sport of figure skating.”

Pictured here are young skaters
participating in training sessions called the
Bronze Clinic. The program is designed for
the skater who is working on fundamentals,
from Pre-Preliminary to Pre-Bronze figure
skating skills. SL



- .. Left: Eliana Hodgson

Right: Julia Robinson and Garrett Resnick
Below: Instructor Libby Treu with her charges







Good
Meal

is €asy to Find

By Sharon Holbrook
Photography by Robert Muller

Who:

Where:

Business:

Mission:

My mission is to simplify your culinary
journey so you can spend less time
working on a meal and more time
enjoying it. Whether you struggle
with dinner ideas, need help with
healthy meal plans, seek personalized
guidance, or are looking for other

tricks to reduce your preparation time,
I'm here for you.

What | Love About My Work:

A good meal can completely shape
the course of my day. When | can
use ingredients from my fridge and
pantry to craft a well-balanced meal,
it fills me with a profound sense of
achievement and contentment. | love
sharing that with others.
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Personal Background:

| was born and raised in Albania and
moved to Cleveland with my parents
my senior year of high school. | was
born in the midst of communism and
spent my youth in years of chaos
and civil war. Starting at age seven,

| became a classically trained pianist
through the conservatory of music in
Albania. The nine hours of practicing
a day instilled a strong work ethic in
me.

Despite the limited availability of
food in my homeland, | developed a
strong passion for cooking at a young
age, figuring out how to create tasty
meals with whatever was available.

When | came to the United
States, financial resources were
limited so | worked weekends in
restaurants, always keeping an
eye on the kitchen and what was
being prepared. | attended Baldwin
Wallace College, majoring in piano
performance and international
business. | began teaching piano in
Shaker Heights as a college student
in 1998 and have taught ever since.

My husband Matt and |
have lived in Shaker since 2003.

We started out in the Fernway
neighborhood and moved to the
Boulevard neighborhood in 2010. We
have three kids, Matteo (16), Nico
(14), and Nini (12), who are the best
food critics. We have a dog, Zeus,
and two cats, Harry and Flash.
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In summer 2022, my son Matteo and | began watching the MasterChef
cooking competition show. In the midst of the first episode, he paused it and
said, “Mom, you would be amazing on this show. | think you should apply.”

A few weeks later, | was contacted by MasterChef and began a rigorous
application process that lasted over six months. It was an honor getting
picked out of thousands of contestants and making it through the competition
to the top 10 for the Midwest region.

| was able to do all this thanks to my husband, my kids, and our family, but
also my friends and neighbors in Shaker who were my support system. They
did everything from meals (there was a cooler placed by the front door for the
rotating meal deliveries from them) to picking up kids.



Shaker Heights is home. | don't take for granted the community and lifelong friends

| have here. To be an immigrant and leave home is tough, but to find a new community
that embraces you with incredible people and build a new home thousands of miles away
is a gift.

| am so happy we are raising our kids here. Their childhood is full of memories of
playing outside with friends and neighbors and being out late until mom calls them home.
Having our kids in many community sports organizations like the Shaker Youth Soccer
Association has created bonding experiences not only for our kids but also for Matt
and me.

My favorite grocery store is Heinen's, and not just for the food. It's also an opportunity
to see friends, the employees, and neighbors | haven't seen in a while. (That’s why my kids
and husband don't like to go with me - it takes me double the time to get out of there.)

| love Van Aken District and all its exciting food options. We spend a lot of time there
— getting ice cream at Mitchell’s, eating everywhere from the Market Hall to the Rice Shop,
shopping at Luster, SLFMKR, and more. My boys love Principle Barbershop, and | always
make sure to stop in at Stump and Nature’s Oasis.

Needless to say, | am proud to call Shaker Heights my home.

Email: trixinthekitchen@gmail.com
Instagram: tricksinthekitchen
Facebook: Tricks in the Kitchen SL
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By Sue Starrett | Photography by Robert Muller

Tyrone Brown is a 70-year-old runner. The “running”
actually began in Brown’s South Moreland
neighborhood after the birth of his first child, a son, in
1984. "l needed to keep up with him,” he laughs, along
with his younger brother who arrived a few years later.

His first competitive race was the 1985 Revco
10K, which he continued running for 20 consecutive
years. He now runs for health and fitness — and for
good causes. He's participated in 5K, 10K, and half-
marathon races for beneficiaries ranging from the
Red Cross, Cleveland Clinic Transplant House, and
American Heart Association to the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame 5K and the Shaker Lakes Hike and Run.
He often finishes in one of the top three positions
for his age group. “There are very few streets |
haven't run on.”

To commemorate his extensive race history and
show love for his two grandsons, Brown recently
commissioned a local needleworker to make a
queen-sized quilt out of 48 of his many race shirts.
He plans to have her create at least two more,
though three such quilts hardly will make a dent in
Brown'’s vast collection of memorabilia. Some of
his trophies, medals, and other artifacts from 38
years of racing are on display in his home, while
others are stored in boxes.

Brown grew up near the Cleveland Clinic. His
childhood mentor was Lawrence Nichols, who engaged
the neighborhood kids in a variety of projects. (Alexandria
Nichols, Shaker’s recreation director, is Nichols's daughter.)
As a teenager, he worked as a busser for Holiday Inn to earn
tuition for high school and college.

After studies at The Ohio State University, Brown was
a computer operator for ADP in Cincinnati. He moved
to Shaker Heights in 1978 and worked for the Cuyahoga
County court system for 30 years, retiring at the age of 53.
For the past three decades he has been manager of two
Shaker Heights apartment buildings.

Brown's other pastime is dancing, specifically Chicago-
style Steppin’, which involves a lot of spinning and dipping.
(YouTube is full of instructional videos.) He hosts and attends
dance events in Northeast Ohio, and is a member of a
national network. Not surprisingly, he also registers for races
when he is steppin’ out of state. His 2024 calendar already
includes events in Tampa and Atlanta.

He eats a healthy diet and drinks a lot of water.
Occasionally he indulges in a hamburger or a glass of wine,
but he avoids dairy. He's never had a cup of coffee or smoked

a cigarette. He takes vitamins and

has had no significant injuries — thanks in large part, he feels,
to his favorite Nike running shoes. "l sure have saved a lot of
money over the years,” Brown says, “and | sleep really well
at night.”

He believes physical activity is good not only for his
body, but his brain and soul. His response to the pandemic?
Run. In fact, the only conditions that prevent him from his
routine are rain — particularly on uneven and hilly terrain
- and wind chills of 20 degrees and below. From the ages
of 31 to 68, he completed five miles nearly every day. Two
years ago, he decided to run between three and five miles
on alternate days; this schedule includes meeting his goal of
participating in at least one race every weekend.

The baby who inspired his father to start running, Marco
Brown, graduated from Shaker Heights High School in 2002,
followed by his brother Jermaine two years later. Jermaine
lives in Mentor and is the father of two sons, and Marco lives
in Las Vegas. When his father visits, he includes a race or
two in his schedule.

“I plan to run until | can't run anymore,” Brown says,
“Then I'll walk.” SL
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Passions

Pauline has always been passionate about educating and giving people the tools needed to succeed.
As a professor, analyst, Certified Financial Planner and recent Crain’s Eight Over 80 honoree, she has impacted
many and continues to inspire and inform as a volunteer and philanthropist.

Bringing Independent Living to Life.

At Judson, independent living is all about enjoying the comforts of home in a vibrant, maintenance-free retirement
community. Residents take advantage of diverse, enriching programs that cultivate new friendships, maintain wellness,
fuel creativity and ignite new interests. Seniors define an inspirational way of living with peace of mind that comes with

access to staff members 24 hours a day should help be needed. Visit us to see how we bring independent living to /ife.

(216) 545-5292 judsonsmartliving.org

Judson Manor Judson Park South Franklin Circle Judson at Home
University Circle Cleveland Chagrin Falls Cleveland




