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Make Your Health a Priority
Safety has always been a key element of patient care at University Hospitals. We are following
COVID-19-related guidelines from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and the Ohio Department
of Health to keep our patients safe at our hospitals and physician offices. We will continue to provide
excellent care in a safe environment, even though things may look and feel a little different.
You can now return to UH for services, including:
•

All doctor visits

•

All imaging procedures, diagnostic tests and lab work

•

All outpatient surgeries, not requiring a planned overnight stay

•

Treatment of pain or severe symptoms that interfere with your daily life

Our emergency rooms, urgent cares and orthopedic injury clinics continue to be open to meet your
immediate health care needs.

Schedule an appointment by visiting
UHhospitals.org/Doctors or by calling 440-650-1076.

Upcoming Health Talks
UH is bringing our health experts to you through a series of
virtual health talks. The virtual seminars will include a presentation
by our experts and a Q&A session. These events are free but
registration is required.
Visit UHhospitals.org/Health-Talks to learn more.
© 2020 University Hospitals REG 1311064
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COMMUNIT Y

A R T S & E N T E R TA I N M E N T

G R E AT S H A K E R H O M E S

Shaker is the place where a city becomes a community.

Getting to
Know You
The City’s Human Relations Task Force
welcomes newcomers and
strengthens community.

Building Community
Through Theater
Resident Monica Boone’s love of theater
has helped spark meaningful connections in
her neighborhood.

Hildana Park
Celebration
Shaker African American Mothers Support (S.A.M.S.)
is a group guided by its motto: Together is better.
Words became action last summer
during this celebration. Watch the
video. Tip: To watch video, hold your
phone’s camera over the QR code or
use bit.ly/hildana.
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
This year marks Karlovec & Company’s
25th year of solving problems and crafting
exceptional living spaces for those who
choose to call Shaker Heights home. We’re
grateful for the ever-growing support of the
Shaker community and want to thank our
clients, staff and strategic partners
for contributing to our success.
From concept to completion, our unique
Design/Remodel approach provides a
seamless and satisfying experience that
gets rave reviews. Call us today, or visit
our website to learn more.

DESIGN – PLAN – BUILD
Space Planning | Additions | Kitchens | Bathrooms | Basements
Whole House Renovations | Historic Restoration

A Shaker Heights Business
4 SUMMER 2020 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE
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WWW.KARLOVEC.COM
info@karlovec.com
216.767.1887

INCORPORATING THE PAST

A STRONG FOUNDATION by Jim Karlovec
Karlovec & Company’s humble beginnings started over twenty-five years
ago, and like most business founders it’s hard for me to believe how time
has flown by. This small, hyperlocal company has seen many changes over
the decades. But our client-focused world view remains unchanged, though
it went from being a goal, to becoming a process, to an actual reputation.
At the beginning, the business was a one-man operation but it wasn’t long
before the need for help became obvious. As a preservationist at heart, I
strived to grow the company, and its culture, around people that choose to
live in The Heights, as well as craftsmen that enjoy working on old homes.
Now that I’m a 20+ year Shaker Heights resident, it’s become clear that
living amongst the amazing Shaker
homes has significantly impacted
how I and the K&C team approach
Deep thought about
our Design/Build Remodel process.
the history and ‘bones’
The “Shaker Experience” is
contagious and having caught the
of these homes, plus
bug so long ago I can’t fathom
how changes will
living elsewhere in Ohio.

“

As most of us know, the experience
of living in, and caring for, a
historic home is not always easy.

impact current and
future occupants is key
to a project’s success.
– Jim Karlovec

COVID-19
Thank you, frontline workers! Your efforts during these uncertain
times have been critical to keeping our community functional.
Without your ongoing efforts to meet essential needs, it is hard
to imagine where we’d be today. Thank you!
________________________________________________________
When coronavirus turned the world upside down Karlovec &
Company proactively developed methods to serve our clients while
mitigating risk to people impacted by company operations, especially
families that entrusted projects to us.
In collaboration with multiple physician clients, we began to develop
pandemic policies and procedures prior to Governor DeWine’s stay
at home order. Under Ohio’s “essential infrastructure business”
designation our job sites remained active, though we made multiple
changes to how we schedule, staff and manage our job sites and
office. Adhering to CDC guidelines, and evolving industry best
practices, has allowed us to safely fulfill our mission.

Karlovec & Company

”

– Shaker Magazine May/June 2002

That has helped us carve out our niche.
Thankfully, the level of support we’ve
received over the years has been
incredible. Teaming up with like-minded
professionals has allowed us to best
utilize our hard-earned old home
expertise, while also displaying our
passion for helping people live well
in these homes.
The primary services we provide can
be described as “Design - Plan - Build.”
In theory, it sounds simple. But in
practice, houses built many decades
ago don’t easily support modern
American lifestyles. Effectively melding
the old and the new, both in function
and form, presents a level of complexity
that is rare in the industry. Deep thought
about the history and “bones” of these
homes, plus how changes will impact
current and future occupants is key to
a project’s success.
Our focus on “People - Process - Place” is
fundamental to all that we do. And when
we get it right the ultimate reward is not
just incredibly functional, beautifully
renewed homes, but friendships born
of the shared experience. Yes, we’re
designers and managers and builders,
but working here in Shaker allows us to be
so much more than our job descriptions.
For that we are grateful!

Established 1995

Shaker
Online

Shaker’s Brand Video is Live!
There’s so much to love about living in Shaker Heights. Now the people, places, and events that make it
special have been captured on screen in the City’s brand video, Shaker is the Place.
Created as part of the City’s ongoing Shaker365 marketing campaign, the video will be shared
widely in marketing material, on the City’s website, social media, and YouTube Channel at youtube.
com/CityofShakerHeights (where the complete collection of video vignettes produced for the Shaker365
campaign also can be viewed).
Shaker is the Place highlights what so many of us love about our community: the vibrant
neighborhoods and commercial spaces, beautiful architecture and parklands, top-notch schools and, most
of all, our diverse and globally minded residents. Watch it and we think you’ll agree, Shaker is the Place.
Tip: To watch the brand video, hold your phone’s camera over the QR code or use
bit.ly/shaker-is-the-place.

Everyone Counts! 2020 Census
Deadline Extended to October 31
Good news: You have a few more months to submit the 2020 Census for your
household, if you haven’t already done so.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. Census Bureau has extended the
deadline to complete the form to October 31. There are several ways to submit
your information: by phone, by mail, and for the first time ever, online. It only
takes about 10 minutes to complete. Remember, only one response per household
is required. Shaker librarians are available to help you complete the Census. Email
them at: librarian@shakerlibrary.org. To learn more or for additional help, go to
2020census.gov or call 1-844-330-2020.
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City Pilots Revamped
Side Lot Program
Love your Shaker Heights home, but dream of having a bigger yard? If you live next door to an eligible City-owned lot, then you
have the opportunity to make that dream come true.
Thanks to recent updates to the City’s Side Lot Program being piloted this year, it’s now easier than ever to purchase one of
the hundreds of eligible City-owned lots available as side yards to neighboring property owners.
These updates, adopted by City Council in early 2020, include streamlining the purchase process for City-owned side lots and
making lots affordable by reducing the cost to $1 and eliminating the requirement to make capital improvements on the lot.
Meanwhile, City-owned lots are also available for purchase to build a single-family home or for a community use, such as a
community garden.
To purchase a City-owned side lot, an applicant must own and occupy a property adjacent to the lot, specifically on either
side of or behind the lot. In addition, a successful applicant will be required to pay to consolidate the parcel on which their home
sits with the side lot and pay property taxes on the increased valuation.
Learn more at shakeronline.com/vacant-lot-program
Questions? Contact Director Kamla Lewis in the Department of Neighborhood Revitalization at 216-491-1374
or kamla.lewis@shakeronline.com.
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Ready to get married
and need someone
to perform your
ceremony?

Whether you want
a social-distance
celebration at home,
a poetic lakeside
service, a candlelit
church ceremony,
a formal affair in a
grand setting, or a
quick elopement – your
dreams are my goals.

Officiant, Janelle

Civil • Spiritual • Poetic • Interfaith
Custom Ceremonies Available

Cleveland
Wedding Officiants
216-622-5190
CleWeddingOfficiant.com

Be In the Know Before You Go:
Keep Up with City Construction
Projects this Season
It’s a busy construction season with several major sewer and water main projects,
and the City’s annual roadwork program, well underway. Plus, utility companies are
also doing work in Shaker Heights.
We know (we live and work here, too)...getting around the City during construction season can be, well, irksome, to say the least. So, be in the know before you go
by visiting Construction Zone on the City’s website to learn where construction is
taking place (shakeronline.com/construction).
Also be sure to follow us on Twitter and/or Facebook to get our regular construction updates. Visit shakeronline.com/stay-connected for more ways to get the
information you need.
No doubt, construction on the public infrastructure is an inconvenience, particularly if it’s on your street or along your daily commute. But it’s also the only way
to improve our City. Want to learn more? Check out the Modernizing a Historic City
section of our website at shakeronline.com/modernizing to get an up-close look at
how the City approaches construction. SL

Custom
Residential
& Commercial
Renovations
We specialize in:

CONCRETE & ASPHALT -

Driveways, Sidewalks, Patios & Porches
New, Replacement & Repair
Plus Waterproofing & Roofing
Licensed General Contractors
with 20+ Years of Experience

(440) 903-1012 • judahent.com
33140 Aurora Rd., Ste. 2, Solon, Ohio 44139

Estimates are ALWAYS FREE
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Top Notch
Asphalt & Concrete

When it can’t wait, we’re here.

EMERGENCY

All Emergency Departments are open.
You don’t plan for emergencies to happen, but we do.
At Cleveland Clinic, your safety is our top priority,
which is why our Emergency Department locations
are open, sanitized and safe. We’re always ready for
your most urgent medical needs.

Get the care you need from a team you can trust.
ClevelandClinic.org/Emergency
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Lock car doors and keep
valuables out of sight.

Use outdoor lights.

Remove places to hide.
Lock bikes inside garage.
Keep contents out of sight
or in locked containers.

Lock all garage doors.
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Do not leave car running to go inside.

Use dusk to dawn light detectors.

Keep shrubs low
and neatly trimmed.

Install motion light sensors.

Use dead bolt or key to key locks.

Keep windows locked.

Be smart. Be safe. Be happy.
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Modernizing

a Historic
City

Leveraging Technology
to Get the Job Done:
Remote Video Inspection
As the saying goes, necessity is the mother of invention. Certainly, that was the case for the City’s Building and Housing
Department last March, when the COVID-19 pandemic shut down its inspection system almost overnight.
“At the time, every City inspection was done in-person by one of our licensed inspectors,” explains Kyle Krewson, director of
the Building and Housing Department. “But keeping a six-foot distance when performing inspections of occupied homes during
this crisis was going to be a task that was not only challenging, but also awkward for everyone.”
So, Krewson decided to move forward with an idea that he and his team had been exploring before the crisis: remote video
inspections (or RVI).
“We had been brainstorming about how we could make RVI work, but this forced the issue,” says Krewson. “In a week, we
had it up and running.”
In anticipation of Governor DeWine’s official Stay at Home Order, the City rolled out the RVI program on March 19. At
that time, Shaker Heights was only the third municipality in Ohio to offer the service. To date, City inspectors have performed
hundreds of RVIs. “Our contractors and realtors love it, as do our inspectors,” says Krewson. “It’s been incredibly successful.”
So successful, in fact, that the City will continue to offer the RVI program after the COVID-19 pandemic is over. “It’s allowed
our inspectors to be more productive and provides much more flexibility for contractors, since they can often get an inspection
on the spot without having to wait 24-48 hours for an in-person appointment,” says Krewson.

A 21st Century Solution
Here’s how the RVI process works: a contractor (or resident or realtor) downloads the video conferencing app Google Duo to a
mobile device and ensures that a reliable data or WiFi connection is available. At the appointed time, the City’s inspector calls the
device from a computer using a web-based version of Duo and walks the participant through the inspection.
“It’s pretty much the same as using Zoom or FaceTime,” says Krewson. “For those who need help, generally we can walk
them through getting it set up on their phones in just a few minutes.”
Participants are advised to have everything they’ll need to perform the inspection ready before the call. This includes,
depending on on the type of inspection, items like ladders, GFCI (circuit breakers) testers, tape measures, and flashlights so
inspectors can adequately see and assess the completed work.
The system works best for inspections of smaller projects, but during the COVID-19 crisis, the department has used RVI to
handle bigger projects too. “We did one inspection with 160 violations,” notes Krewson.
Meanwhile, as the City’s operations return to normal, Krewson hopes to explore new ways to use RVI, including to expedite
the point-of-sale process for eligible properties and to regularly provide contractors with access to same-day inspections of
smaller projects.
With an eye toward innovation and customer service, Krewson is pleased to be offering this new inspection option. “RVI is
really allowing us to be more responsive to our clients’ needs,” says Krewson.
Learn more at shakeronline.com/remote-video SL
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Not Too Hot. Not Too Cold.
Just Right.

cooli ng
system
s
tu ne-u p

new
systems
at
sta rting
j ust
$78/m o

FINANCING AVAILABLE

S
R DETAIL
CALL FO

440.337.4166
Family owned & operated for more than 80 years.

Details make the Difference!

A DESIGN, BUILD & MAINTENANCE CO.
CUSTOM PATIOS
& RETAINING WALLS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
& FIREPLACES
CREATIVE PLANTINGS
YARD MAINTENANCE
COMPUTER IMAGING DESIGNS
See our portfolio at www.eastside-landscaping.com
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Shaker

Schools

#IAMSHAKER

Q & A: Brittany Webb

By Jennifer Kuhel

One of Brittany Webb’s first memories of her move to Shaker Heights as a middle
school student in the late 1990s was how quickly she found someone who was like
her and who was willing to reach out in kindness. It’s a memory that would shape
how she viewed her adoptive hometown and is among the reasons she decided
to make Shaker Heights the place where she lives, works, and wants to make a
difference.
Today, the 2002 graduate of Shaker Heights High School is a sixth-grade math
teacher at Woodbury Elementary School, where she created the Woodbury Rising Stars
Enrichment Program to increase the participation by Black male students in advanced
math classes. She is also on the board of directors of the Shaker Schools Foundation.

What brought you to Shaker Heights as a teenager?
I was born in Indianapolis and stayed there until 1995. I loved it there. My school
was within walking distance, we had a nice house, my teachers were great, it really
was a wonderful experience.
Then, we moved to another Cleveland suburb and I was one of only three Black
females in my entire grade. That was hard. And it didn’t help that I had a Southern
accent. I didn’t want to sound different, so I tried to change. The girls around me
could tell I was trying to change, so they weren’t all that into me. My mom was
working downtown and wanted to move closer to the city. Since she grew up in the
Lee-Harvard area, she decided to look at Shaker Heights. It was a happy medium
because it was closer to her family and to her work and there was more diversity.

What were your first impressions of Shaker?
I remember my first day riding the bus to the Middle School. I didn’t know anyone
except for two girls in my neighborhood. When I got on the bus, I remember the
driver looking at me like “Who are you?” and the girls explaining that I was new.
When we got to the Middle School, they walked me to the office and showed me
around. The two girls represented what I love most about Shaker: that almost
instantly, kids can find someone to identify with. I’ve been in Shaker ever since.
14 SUMMER 2020 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE

You’re a math teacher now, but
were you always a math person?
Math always came easily to me, but
it wasn’t until I had an independent
study in math my senior year that
I realized I was good at it. My teacher,
Mr. Slovikovski showed me that I had
a gift that I needed to nurture because
math wasn’t something that came easily
to everyone. I remember that he was just
throwing whatever he could at me to
see what I could do. He was a huge part
of shaping my direction in life. Prior to
working with him, I didn’t know what
I was going to do after high school. Mr.
Slovikovski helped me realize that there
was something I could do. I owe a lot of
where I am today to him.

Today, it sounds like you’re helping
students in Woodbury Rising Stars
do what Mr. Slovikovski did for you.
I hope so. I started Woodbury Rising
Stars during the 2016-17 school year.
It was my second year of teaching at
Shaker and at that time, I had been
teaching only enriched math classes.
The classes were great, but there were
so few Black students. It was hard for

me to teach all these faces and have this wonderful experience and not be able to
share it with students who looked like me. So I asked Woodbury Principal Danny
Young if I could start Rising Stars as a way to encourage more Black students to
take enriched math classes. My idea was that I would take fifth-grade Black male
students and front-load them with the sixth-grade math curriculum after school.
That first year was amazing. I had this group of boys who wanted to do so well and
they thought it was cool that they were going into an enriched math class. I realized
that most of the kids really wanted to be in those classes but they just didn’t know
how. I gave them the confidence they needed and provided them with a small enough
environment that they felt comfortable. We’ve continued the program each year since.

Online Enrollment for
2020-2021 Academic Year
Families who wish to enroll students
in Shaker Heights Schools for the fall
2020 can do so online. All required
forms and documentation may be
submitted electronically by computer
or mobile phone. Learn more at
shaker.org/Enroll.aspx

Tell us about your work with the Shaker Schools Foundation.
This is my first year on the board. The Foundation’s Executive Director, Holly
Coughlin, approached me and said that I was an ideal potential board member
because I have a passion for Shaker, I love the students, I’m a product of Shaker,
and that I would bring additional diversity to the board because the Foundation
has worked to have the board mirror the community.
I’m still learning the ropes, but I definitely have enjoyed my role on the
alumni committee and trying to find ways to bring alumni back and to engage
them with the Foundation. Really, I’m just glad to be a part of the board because
everything the Foundation does directly impacts our students. It’s all for our kids,
and that’s something I’m happy and more than willing to be a part of.

Follow the District’s
Calendar on Shaker.org
Stay up-to-date on back-to-school
events and information by visiting
shaker.org. Families also can plan
ahead by syncing their mobile calendars
with our online District calendar. Visit
shaker.org/CalendarsBellSchedules.aspx
for more information.

Get Your Motor Running
When a non-profit organization called Motogo offered to bring
their mobile shop class to Shaker Middle School for an afterschool club, the Shaker Schools Foundation jumped on board.
Supported by the Foundation’s Innovation Fund, the Motogo
Club provided an exciting experience for middle school students
at their weekly Monday meetings.
The club got off to a roaring start, injecting real-life, handson learning into the bargain. Over the course of seven weeks, 12
students took apart three Honda motorcycles – and learned how
to put them back together.
Says middle school student Addie Weingart, “Almost every
kid wants to drive a car, but personally, I think motorcycles are
way cooler. So when I saw there was an after-school club where
you got to work on them, I immediately signed up. We learned all
about the tools and how motorcycles actually work and run. We
got our hands dirty and I got to use hammers, screwdrivers, and
socket wrenches. I do many after-school activities, but Motogo
was by far my favorite.”
Even after the school year was interrupted by COVID-19,
Motogo offered a learn-from-home option (motorcycles not
included). “I learn better with visuals than I do with writing,
but Motogo was on another level,” raves Addie. Read more
about how the Shaker Schools Foundation is helping to “ramp
up” hands-on learning for students in every grade level at
shakerschoolsfoundation.org. SL

Stay Informed:
For the latest news and information about Shaker Schools,
visit shaker.org. Follow us on Facebook.com/ForShakerSchools
or Tweet us @ShakerSchools.
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Shaker
Grams

We see you

seeing Shaker.

H/T to those capturing the community.
Tag your photos to #shaker365.
You might just see them on these pages!

@muvahubbard • Yes

@picnic_hill_market_cafe • Lunch date

@shakerschools • Author Celeste Ng

@muvahubbard • Community Vigil
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@thevanakendistrict • Rainbow connection

@loganberry_books • Read & Bake

@shakerlakes • Junior explorers

Whatever the Reason, Whatever the Season...

Shaker Heights Can Count On Smylie One!

IT TAKES
Flexible Financing Options. We Make it Easy to Invest.

We Can Find A Plan That Fits Your Budget.

With flexible financing options, it’s easy to invest in a new
heating or cooling comfort system or an unexpected repair,
without breaking your budget. For a limited time, take advantage
of our special financing for 36-72 months* on select Bryant®
high efficiency equipment. We make it easy for your family to
stay comfortable all year long.

Steven Smylie

*Subject to credit approval. See Smylie One for details.

OH LIC #18265

WHATEVER THE ROOM
OUR DUCTLESS SYSTEMS CAN TAME IT.

Bryant Ductless Systems are a flexible solution for
room additions or anywhere ductwork is a challenge.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cool one room or an entire home
Available for both single and multi-zones
Ultra-high efficiency
Whisper-quiet performance
Eliminates hot and cold spots
Improves indoor air quality

Pro-Max Tune-Up

Pro-Max Plumbing

Navian Tankless

Heating or Cooling Inspection

Professional Service

Water Heater

C OUP ON

$20 OFF

$25 OFF

Over 30 Points of Inspection

“Don’t Delay... Call Today”

Now Only $99.95

On Your Next Service Call

Saving Your Wallet
from unexpected
pected repair
ep
bills
*Financing Available
*Subject to credit approval.

$250 OFF

Don’t Wait Until Your Hot Water

Heater Bursts & Floods Your Home

440-449-HEAT(4328)
www.smylieone.com
8323 Mayfield Rd. Chesterland, OH 44026
*5108 Richmond Rd. Bedford Heights, OH 44146

Valid thru 9/31/20. Limit one per household. During business hours. Not valid
on prior sales. Can not be used in conjunction with any other discounts.
*Main Office

Doesn’t your
beautiful
Shaker home
deserve a
beautiful
garage?
• We are Cleveland’s largest
garage builder
• Exceptional customer service
• 5-year workmanship warranty
• Competitive pricing
• Licensed, bonded, insured
• Financing available

Contact us at:

216-459-0000
platinumgarages.com
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Shaker

Grams continued…

@saffronpatch • New home

@_deborahrenee • Music maker

@shakerartscouncil • Shaker love

@shakerrec • Summer instructions

@muvahubbard • Rally together

@319cle • Chai break

@shakerheightsanimalhospital • Happy thoughts

@pearlasiankitchen • Potstickers!

@sgros_barbershop • Future customer
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No matter where she goes from here,

Your Property,

HB is always home.

My Priority
When it’s time for a change, I
can help you sell your house

★

and find a new one for your
family to call home.
Jackie Collesi, CRS, Realtor®
216.780.8607
JackieCollesi@HowardHanna.com

Over18
19 Years
Years Experience
Over
Experience

Class of 2020 College Destinations:
Belmont University
Boston College
Boston University (2)
Bucknell University
Carnegie Mellon
University
Case Western Reserve
University (2)
Clemson University
Colby College
Columbia University
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Denison University (2)
Dickinson College
Duke University
Elon University (2)
Emory University (2)

Goucher College
Harvard University (2)
Hope College
Ithaca College
Kent State
University (2)
Kenyon College
Lehigh University
Loyola Marymount
University
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (2)
McMaster University
Miami University
New York University (3)
Northeastern
University (2)
Oberlin College
The Ohio State
University (6)

Ohio Wesleyan
University
Rice University
Rochester Institute
of Technology
Saint Louis University
Skidmore College
Spelman College
Stanford University
Swarthmore College
Syracuse University (2)
Tufts University
Tulane University
University of Akron
University of California,
Los Angeles
University of Cincinnati
University of Dayton
University of Denver

University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
University of Miami (2)
University of Michigan (4)
University of
Pennsylvania (2)
University of Pittsburgh
University of
South Carolina (2)
University of Southern
California (2)
University of the
South, Sewanee
University of Virginia
University of
Washington
Vanderbilt University
Yale University (2)
As of 5/26/20

52005

Learn more at hb.edu/BestGirlsSchool

Stoney Ridge
Masonry LLC
Stone Patios & Pool Decks
Outdoor Kitchens & Firepits
Indoor & Outdoor Fireplaces
Brick & Stone Veneer
Foundations & Chimneys
Matthew Burkholder

440 321-1084 • 440 636-5554
17000 Mayfield Rd., Huntsburg, OH 44046
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Fernway Neighborhood:
n Neighbor #1: I’m not sure
what’s cuter! There is a fairy house that
appeared in my
front yard, and
now someone
drew a huge
happy face on
my sidewalk.

Tweets

& Posts
Living in Shaker Heights:
n Neighbor #1: Some
wonderful soul has put a couple of these
rocks on the path along the trail that
runs along Shaker Blvd. How did this
person know this is just what I needed
to see today! Neighbor #2: I saw
one today that said, “Be Kind.”
Neighbor #3: I found one too.
Neighbor #4: Community!

Picnic Hill Market Café:
n We opened our kitchen and

cooked for Meals on Wheels. Taking
care of each other is how we get
through this.

Living in Shaker Heights:
n Neighbor #1: Waiting for our
food at Brassica and saw this neon sign
in the window. Love it! Can’t wait till we
are all back together in person!

Living in Shaker Heights: n
Neighbor #1: Wonderful sign
spotted in Shaker. Neighbor #2: Big
thank you to the family who put this
sign on Shaker Boulevard. I see it every
day while returning home from the
Cleveland Clinic. It feels great to see
how the general public appreciates the
health care workers in the US. It is a
humbling experience for us doctors to
receive so much gratitude and appreciation for our work during these dark
times. Since this is the most common
route taken by Clinic employees coming
back home to Shaker Heights, I am
pretty sure it gives a moment of joy
to everyone who sees it every day! –
feeling grateful.

Living in Shaker Heights:
n Neighbor #1: I just wanted
to say thank you to all the Shaker
Heights schoolteachers, intervention
specialists, administrators, etc. This
is a challenging time for all of us, and
you’re all doing an amazing job. Thank
you! Stay healthy. Neighbor #2: Yes,
I’m very appreciative of them. We are
all in this together. They are doing great
with all the phone calls. We have even
gotten phone calls from the Woodbury
principal. Shaker teachers you’re doing
the best you can. Thanks a bunch!
Neighbor #3: They most certainly are!
Not all heroes wear capes. Thank you!
Neighbor #4: They are working so
hard to make this tough situation
as good as can be. Neighbor #5: Agree.
Extra wonderful/thank you to
Shaker schools.

Shaker is the place where a
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For Shaker Schools:
n We heard (and saw) you,
Shaker musicians! Thanks to all who
participated in the Sound Check and to
the District’s amazing music teachers
for making this happen! #iamshaker
#shakermakesmusic

@shakerlibrary n Keep learning

Living in Shaker Heights:
n Neighbor #1: (Neighbor #1
posted this photo of a chalk drawing...)

@andy_geronimo n Thankfully
@ShakerOnline is out planting
trees this morning so I can get some
dang work done!

Living in Shaker Heights:
n Neighbor #1: A little sidewalk
chalk art to brighten your day if you’re
walking down Paxton Rd!! We enjoyed
the sun while doing this project!! Be
well everyone!! Neighbor #2: So
pretty! We enjoyed viewing this on our
walk! Neighbor #3: I love it! Thank
you for the positive message. Neighbor
#4: Nice to meet you the other day
while your girls were working on their
beautiful artwork!

@steven_litt n Geese social

distancing at Shaker Lakes

Neighbor #2: My son and I drew that!!
Neighbor #1: Awesome... that was
taken on my walk Saturday. Neighbor
#3: This indeed is a good deed! SL

Heights Christian Church:
n Neighbor #1: Wow!
Just Wow! Thank you everyone!
Neighbor #2: Thanks to our amazing
Shaker community for such a great
response to the Community Food Drive!

city becomes a community
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@ Shaker Library

noteworthy
Friends
What do Post-It Notes, Cable News Network,
and Friends of the Shaker Library have in
common? They were all launched in 1980.
But while Post-It Notes and CNN had huge
organizations behind them, Friends of the
Shaker Library was started by a small group
of people who loved the Library and wanted
to explore ways to support it.

FOSL

While she was still a student at Kent State
University’s School of Library Science, Phyllis
Harper approached the Library’s director, the
late Barbara Luton, and asked if she could form a Friends group. The answer was a resounding yes. Harper
established the nonprofit fund-raising and advocacy organization with other residents who also shared her
vision of what could be accomplished. Over the 40 years since, what Friends has accomplished as a fundraising
group alone can be summed up in four words: half a million dollars.

They began with a book sale that raised $900 in 1980. The book sale has since become a semi-annual event that
raises upwards of $20,000 a year. Other fundraisers have included a Feast-ival of Chocolate, Literary Libations,
and The Jewel of Shaker, which raised $7,500 for the Library’s 75th anniversary. Annual membership dues and
sales of mugs, tote bags, and posters add to the coffers.
Friends has promoted the Library through innovative programming such as a poetry series, author
visits, music programs, art gallery openings, book fairs, and an Arts and Crafts Fair, and purchased
the Library’s fuzzy mascot, Bee A Reader, often spotted at Library events. It has campaigned for
levies and bond issues, and advocated for the Library with lawmakers and public policy gurus in Columbus.
Other high points include:

● When Library Director Barbara Luton retired in 1994, Friends honored her by instituting the Barbara Luton Art Fund,
which underwrites an annual art competition.
● When the Library established its Endowment Fund through the Cleveland Foundation, the Friends wrote the $10,000
check for start-up funds.
● When the Library needed to transport material between its buildings, Friends bought a van. Last year, they replaced
it with a new one and had it colorfully wrapped with the slogan, “Reading can take you places.”
● In 1992, when the library added a new children’s room at its Bertram Woods Branch, Friends organized a
quilt project for textile artists ages 8-12 along with adult volunteers. The young artists designed quilt squares
based on Jack Prelutsky’s poem, “Children, Children, Everywhere.” The squares were pieced together and set
out on a long table where adults quilted it. The happy result of the project hangs on the wall in the children’s
room next to a congratulatory letter from Jack Prelutsky, where it continues to bring smiles to Library visitors
both young and young at heart.
● In 2006, Friends sought a grant from the City to replace an 80-year-old flagpole and move it closer to the
Main Library. They received the funds and celebrated the installation with a flag raising ceremony.
The group was recognized as the “Ohio Friends of the Year” by the Ohio Library Council in 2009. That is
certainly CNN and Post-It-Note worthy, and it all started with a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens who most certainly have changed the Shaker Library world.
Consider lending your support by joining the Friends of the Shaker Library at fosl-106462.square.site

SL
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Clockwise from top:
● Tim Burke and former Friends President Nikki Evans
manage an al fresco book sale at Woods Branch.
● Former Friends President Gena Cohen and Board
Member Pam Addison at a Friends-sponsored art gallery
opening at Main Library.
● The Friends’ gift of a colorful van helps the Library deliver
material between Main Library and Woods Branch.
● Nancy Longman and Christine Bretz at the Friends’
Literary Libations in 2014.
● Seniors work on the Friends’ intergenerational quilt
project, 1992.
● Authors Sarah Willis, Loung Ung, and Thrity Umrigar in
the Woods Reading Garden at a summer reading program
underwritten by the Friends.
● Former Mayors Judy Rawson and the late Pat Mearns
pose with Gary Williams in front of his Barbara Luton Best
of Show mixed media, Tishauna 7.1.
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Shaker

Library

Architects Unveil Plans
for Main Library Renovation
After the community voiced its
support for the renovation of its
libraries, the Library board and staff
began to look at renovation options
for Main Library, with a particular
focus on the community to enhance
its Library experience.
They also wanted to maximize space
so the Library could be used for many
different purposes by many people at
different times, or even at the same time.
The board then selected an architectural
firm, Bialosky Cleveland, and conducted
a community survey, held community
open houses, sought teen feedback, and
solicited in-person responses to the
Library’s spaces. They targeted outreach
to Middle School students and sought
operational insight from Library staff.
Last April at a special board meeting,
Bialosky Cleveland architects presented
their design and layout for the Main

Stay Informed:
For the latest news and information
about Shaker Heights Public Library,
visit our web site at shakerlibrary.org.
Follow us on Facebook
@ShakerHeightsPublicLibrary,
on Twitter @ShakerLibrary, and on
Instagram @shakerheightspubliclibrary.
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Library. In creating the design, they drew inspiration from the Library, the community, and
the thoughtful urban planning that has contributed to the success of the City of Shaker
Heights for over 100 years.
Their design is organized around the idea of a central “Town Square” in
the existing multi-level atrium space, which is then divided into “districts” and
“neighborhoods” housing the Library’s collections and departments, and positioned to
allow opportunities for collaboration among them. These adjacent spaces, plus a clear
circulation design and visible sightlines, will promote intuitive way-finding and positive
interactions for Library visitors.
As the design of the “neighborhoods” develops, it will afford opportunities for the
different areas and collections within the Library to establish a unique character that
builds upon the architects’ goal of supporting modern library services within the building’s
historic shell.
A stairway connecting both public floors is the centerpiece of the project. Mobile
shelving will allow the Library to focus on the collections, plus have the flexibility for
opening up the area for large-scale events.
Technology areas will be clustered together in a prominent location on the first floor
to provide Library visitors with easy access to public computers. A distinct but accessible
children’s area includes interactive learning areas and playful nooks for reading while
maintaining ample shelving for a robust collection.
Repairs to the building include roof work. This
includes replacing the membrane and insulation, the
cracked slate tiles, and the damaged copper gutters and
downspouts, and wet-sealing the skylights. The cupola
will be repainted and the copper finial reset. Work will
be done to replace cracked and spalled brick and stone,
to repoint areas of deteriorated mortar, and to repaint
all painted stone. Windows will be mechanically
fastened shut to decrease air and water infiltration
and the perimeter seals will be replaced. Finally, the
corroded steel lintels will be repaired and the head and
sill flashing will be replaced.
In addition to the repairs and the reimagined
interior, strategic updates to the existing entryway
and patio will create a more accessible, inviting
gateway to the Library, with space for visitors to linger.
The staff and the Library board, including Mike Bertsch, Tom Cicarella, Melissa
Hirsch, Brian Gleisser, Dori Katz, Troy Meinhard, and Timeka Rashid listened to the
community and are excited to begin work to make the Library a more welcoming place for
the community.
Work is scheduled to begin this summer and will be completed in two phases with an
expected renovation completion date of late 2021.

virtual Resources
and Activities Abound:
cOvID-19 Won’t Keep Us Down!
Libraries don’t close for spring break,
but this was the spring of COVID-19.
Because the Library serves as a community
connection for everyone, when the doors
closed in March, staff got busy delivering
virtual services from their homes.
“While we could not create a sense of
normalcy for our Library community, we
could embrace our new reality and learn
how to offer our services differently,” says
Library Director Amy Switzer. “Staff came
up with good, creative ideas.”
Adult and children’s staff set to work
researching and developing resource
pages for children (shakerlibrary.
org/kids/learning-resources) to help
supplement virtual learning, and for
adults (shakerlibrary.org/services/libraryresources) to lead them to educational
and entertainment sites. Not only
did they promote the Library’s virtual
eLibrary and access to helpful databases
including Lynda.com – where people can
learn business, software, technology,

Cook the Book attendees
took to Zoom to share
recipes and comments

and creative skills – they also led readers to exercise sites and places where they could
volunteer digitally.
With thought to the recently unemployed and struggling small businesses, staff
created a helpful resource page for them. (shakerlibrary.org/services/employmentresources/covid-19). Staff also joined in the City’s initiative of creating cheerful message
cards for seniors (shakeronline/690/volunteerdonate).
During April’s National Poetry Month, staff videotaped themselves reading their
favorite poems and shared them online. Some read from books and some used props
and special effects from their home offices. Children’s staff pivoted from in-person story
times to virtual story times on YouTube and Facebook. The response was overwhelmingly
positive. Parents wrote asking for staff to mention their children’s names. When staff did

Z racadabra !
Sommer Saddler

of Cleveland Hts, is the deserving WINNER of our 4th Annual
Helping-Hann Free Furnace Contest! Read more at VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann-2020/

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete Tree
Maintenance Program
Certified Arborists
on Staff
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
168’ 35 Ton Crane
75’ Bucket Trucks
Deep Root
Fertilization
24 Hour Emergency
Stump Grinding
Tree Moving

www.vancurentreecare.com
216.932.9901

b
A

Precision
A/C Tune-Up

$

Bonded • Insured
OH LIC #24462

89

Restrictions apply.
Call for details.
Bill Hann

Chris Hann

of
5 generations
family experience.

932-9755
9755

216

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

VEHbrothers.com

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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@ Shaker Library

Children’s staffers Meghan Brinker (top) and
Nicki Petrone. Children’s staff has
pivoted from in-person story times to virtual
story times on YouTube and Facebook.

Better Hearing Means a Better Life.
Hearing Testing • Hearing Aids
Speech Therapy
Many Insurances Accepted
For information or appointment call:

216-231-8787
www.chsc.org

University Circle • Broadview Heights • Lyndhurst • Westlake

When
planning
RESTORE
renovation,
YOUR

WHY
WINDOWS
RESTORE
at a fraction
of
REPLACE? your
beautiful
the
cost!
windows and
“My
windows
SAVE
money!
call for a
free estimate
( 216 )

321-7729

work great, and I

“My windows work great,
saved thousands.”
and I saved thousands.”
– Sarah
M.,M.,
— Sara
Daleford
Rd. Rd.
Daleford

MJM Window Restoration
mjmwindowrestoration.com
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so, many delighted children and
parents felt their Library connection.
Amy Wadsworth posted her appreciation
on Facebook, “Thank you, Ms. Nicki and
Snowball. Elly and Jacob were so happy
to see you and couldn’t get enough.”
Nicole Jira posted, “Thank you,
Ms. Megan. Hugo and Arlo enjoyed the
video and hope to see you again soon.”
Reference staff managed an email
helpline and answered questions via email
and sometimes by phone, helping solve
problems and helping cardholders learn
how to download books and audiobooks.
Cook the Book attendees took to Zoom
to share recipes and comments about
the monthly cookbook pick. Coffee and
Conversation, usually a drop-in program
at Main Library, went virtual with Kyle
Rajagopalan and Marilyn Murray, who
discussed and demonstrated Heartful
Meditation. Staff managed the Library’s
Facebook and Twitter pages as well as the
Library’s YouTube channel.
Until it can open its doors and
return to normal operations, the Library
will continue to connect virtually. While
the community may be physically apart
from the Library, community is always at
the heart of the Library.

Forever green and white.
No matter what colors come next.

est . 1896

Congratulations to the Laurel School Class of 2020.

The 65 members of the Class of 2020 have been accepted to 134 colleges and universities
to date and have been granted over $6.5 million in merit scholarships.
American University • Boston University (3) • Case Western Reserve University • College of Charleston • Cornell
University • Dartmouth College • Davidson College • DePaul University • Elon University (2) • Fordham University •
George Washington University • Harvard University (2) • High Point University • John Carroll University • Kent State
University (2) • Kenyon College (4) • Lehigh University • Loyola University Chicago • Miami University, Oxford (4) •
Michigan State University • North Carolina State University • Rochester Institute of Technology • SUNY at
Binghamton • The College of Wooster • The Ohio State University, Main Campus (10) • Tufts University • Tulane University
• University of California, Los Angeles • University of Chicago • University of Cincinnati • University of Kentucky •
University of Miami • University of Michigan (3) • University of Notre Dame • Wake Forest University • Washington
University in St Louis (2) • West Virginia University • Xavier University • Xavier University of Louisiana • Yeshiva University
•

LYMAN CAMPUS One Lyman Circle, Shaker Heights • BUTLER CAMPUS 7420 Fairmount Road, Russell Twp.

Girls Kindergarten-Grade 12 and Coed Pre-Primary
216.464.0946 LaurelSchool.org
College choices as of May 20, 2020.

/LaurelSchool

@LaurelSchool

Dream. Dare. Do.
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@ Shaker Library

Hearth-N-Home
M A S O N RY

L L C

Interior & Exterior Masonry
Services, Restoration & Repair
• Stonework • Brickwork • Fireplaces • Firepits
• Grills & Kitchen Islands • Retaining Walls
• Steps & Sidewalks • Patios • Pool Decks
• Foundations • and more!

440.477.7787

Email Marty@safecommail.com
13680 Old State Road,
Middlefield, Ohio

trees and Snakes and Flints,
Oh My!
Summer is the time to explore and
discover the interesting plants, trees,
animals, and artifacts in parks, or even
in your own backyard. If you’re thinking
of planting a tree like the one you’ve
seen on your walks, or wondering if that
stone your child discovered is actually a
pre-historic flint, or if you’re concerned
about a snake that slithered through your
garden, the resources below can help. Find
these resources and more on the Library’s
website at shakerlibrary.org/research.
“What tree is that?”
arborday.org

29 Years of Experience

Home Remodeling
and
New Construction
AUBURN

HOME BUILDERS
incorporated

Jim Kusa | 330 760-2137
kusajim@yahoo.com
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Whether on a stroll through the woods
or admiring a neighbor’s landscaping,
it’s fun to be able to identify different
tree species, and the National Arbor
Day Foundation has a website to make
it simple and easy. Begin by choosing
a region of the U.S., and then follow a
series of visually-oriented questions
(Are the leaves needle-like or thin and
flat? Is there a single blade or several on
a stem?), which will lead to finding the
correct species. It’s a walk in the park and
a great place for newbies to begin.
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@ Shaker Library
“What Kind of Snake is that?”
oplin.org/snake
Having a hissy fit trying to recognize
a reptile? The Ohio Public Library
Information Network and the Ohio
Historical Society’s website provide
information on 30 species and subspecies
of snakes found in Ohio, and only three
are dangerous.
“What’s the Point?”
oplin.org/point
Since the end of the Ice
Age, American Indians
occupied Northeast
Ohio, and some of
their most enduring
legacies are the flint
tools they made. A
flint’s shape and how it
was made can identify
the group that created
it. The resource also includes an
illustrated glossary and Artifact Index as
helpful identification tools.

Shaker Builds Readers:
Summer Reading continues
It’s not too late to sign up for summer
reading. Summer reading allows children
the opportunity to choose what and how
they want to read. Some may choose to
read a book, some may choose to listen to
a book, and still others may choose to read
and listen to a book. Giving children the
choice helps to build reading motivation,
and, freed from school requirements,
allows them the opportunity focus on
their particular interests. Librarians are
happy to offer suggestions and to find
young readers interesting titles.

The Library’s Beanstack app makes it
fun to track reading progress and includes
opportunities to earn electronic incentives
and badges. The program continues
through August 16.
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Have You completed
the 2020 census?
The 2020 Census will provide a snapshot
of our nation, state, and City – who we are,
where we live, and more. Over the next
decade, lawmakers, business owners, and
others will use 2020 Census data to make
critical decisions. The results will show
where communities need new schools,
new clinics, new roads, and more services
for families, older adults, and children.
Results will also inform how hundreds of
billions of dollars in federal funding are
allocated to more than 100 programs,
including Medicaid, Head Start, block
grants for community mental health
services, and the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).

S PECIALIZING

Need help completing the 2020
Census? Ask a librarian at librarian@
shakerlibrary.org. No internet access?
Call in your census information:
844-440-2020.

IN
H EIGHTS REAL ESTATE SINCE 1984 .
P ERSONALIZED S ERVICE …
P ROVEN R ESULTS .

lizschorgl@howardhanna.com
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@ Shaker Library
Library Offers Opportunities to
Get creative with new creativebug
If you have the itch to learn something new, Creativebug can help you scratch the surface
of a new hobby or craft. It offers fun, easy-to-follow videos on baking, painting, sewing,
knitting, crocheting, drawing, jewelry making, and more. New classes are released daily,
and the site also features downloadable patterns, templates, and recipes.
Choose from more than 1,000 award-winning art and craft video classes, taught by top designers and artists. All you need is your
library card. First-time users must create an account through the Shaker Library Creativebug page.
Looking for a place to start? Try some of the Creativebug subscribers’ favorites: Sewing Machine Basics, Daily Painting Challenge:
31 Flowers to Paint, or discover the art of cake decorating in a four-part masterclass, The Wilton Method: Mastering Buttercream.
Library staff is always happy to answer your questions, help you create an account, and start you on your creative ventures. Send an
email to librarian@shakerlibrary.org.

Melissa Hirsch Is Appointed
to a Seven-Year term on
the Library Board
Melissa Hirsch (formerly Garrett) was
appointed to a seven-year term on
the Library Board by the Board of Education
on February 11 and began her term
April 1. “I am eager to continue my service
to the Library and the community, especially
during this exciting time of renovation,”
she says.
Hirsch is director of IT strategic planning
and business management for the Cleveland
Metropolitan
School District,
where she is
responsible
for the
development,
delivery, and
management
of IT business
services and
essential
programs
across the District. She is a graduate of Notre
Dame College and received her Masters of
Management (MMT Systems Thinking) from
Ursuline College.
She is the owner and president of
UnBAR Café Inc, which operates the UnBar
Café in Larchmere. She is also the president
and founder of Conversations for Sisters,
an organization dedicated to supporting the
development of emotional, spiritual, and
physical well-being in girls and women, and
co-founder of the Victory Center for Youth,
a non-profit dedicated to providing schoolaged children access to positive and inspiring
programs. She has three adult children and
lives in the Moreland area with her husband
and daughter.
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Meet Shaker Library’s new
Youth community Engagement
Specialist: Sam Stavole-carter
Sam Stavole-Carter began work as the Library’s
Youth Community Engagement Specialist
on March 9. He attended several community
organization meetings in person and lately has
worked virtually with them to bring Library
services to the community.
Sam graduated as a Phi Beta Kappa from Xavier University where he studied
Classical Languages and Philosophy. After graduation, he taught at The Shilling School
for Gifted Children in Cincinnati. In 2019, he earned his MLIS from Valdosta State
University. He and his wife, both Ohio natives, moved to Shaker Heights from Western
Colorado, where he worked for Mesa County Libraries as a Library Assistant, Youth
Services Coordinator, and Teen Librarian.
“Reading is my lifeblood,” says Sam. “While I love reading for myself, my mission
in life is to connect people with books they will love.” He wrote Genreflecting in 2019,
a reference book for librarians, and Teen Genreflecting this year. He is adept at forging
innovative partnerships with community stakeholders such as education professionals
and government agencies, “and dedicating myself to reaching new audiences by any
means possible,” he says.
Sam serves on the Great Graphic Novels for Teens 2021 committee for the Young
Adult Library Services Association, so he has been reading a lot of comics and graphic
novels aimed at the teen audience. Still, he tries to read a little bit of everything.
“If I could only read one genre for the rest of my life, though, I would probably
choose horror,” says Sam. One of his all-time favorite books is Usagi Yojimbo by Stan
Sakai, a comic book series about a rabbit ronin and his many adventures, for its superb
storytelling and iconic artwork.
Other favorites include Fireman by Joe Hill, Giant Days by John Allison, Max
Sarin, and Lissa Treiman, Cat’s Eye by Margaret Atwood, The Ocean at the End of the
Lane by Neil Gaiman, The Stormlight Archives by Brandon Sanderson, The Sun is Also
a Star by Nicola Yoon, and Aristotle and Dante Discover the Mysteries of the Universe
by Benjamin Alire Sáenz.
Sam credits longtime librarian and readers’ advisory expert Di Herald as having
the biggest influence on how he approaches reading in general. “Her influence can
be boiled down to internalizing her ‘Rules of Reading.’ Number one: If you’re reading
for fun but don’t like the book you’re reading, stop reading it and try a different one.
Number two: Don’t be a book snob. The surest way to ruin reading is to it make it a
stressful experience surrounded by judgement.”
Sam, a cat person who makes pottery, serves on several American Library
Association committees. He enjoys video games, anime, writing, and cooking. He says
that he “looks forward to getting involved with the Shaker community and getting to
know all of the amazing people who live here.” SL

Shop Local. Shop Shaker.
Here’s what happens when you
shop at a locally owned business.
You get what you need
The perfect summer T-shirt. Your next great read. Fixings for
a summer picnic. Whatever it is, find what you’re looking for
right here in Shaker.

You will be delighted
Surveys show that you’re 3x as likely to
find something new at a local business.
Shaker’s businesses offer a curated
shopping experience that will surprise
and delight you.

A real
impact:
You spend $100
at a local business,

$48 stays

in the local economy.

You support your community
Local businesses hire local people, pay local taxes, and source
locally. Keeping your dollars in Shaker benefits you and
your neighbors.

You stay connected
Shopping in Shaker means catching up with
friends and neighbors, even if it’s from six
feet away… and with a mask. Shopping locally
strengthens community.

vs

You spend $100
at a national chain,

$14 stays

in the local economy.

Everything you need is
right here in Shaker.
Shop Local. Shop Shaker.
P.S. Help us spread the word.
Share your local shopping
experiences on social media
with the hashtag #shopshaker

Follow Us

@ShopShakerHts

@ShopShakerHts
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Shaker is
the place…
where people
make the
difference
SHAKER HEIGHTS’ CURRENT MARKETING
C A M PA I G N , S H A K E R 3 6 5 , E M B O D I E S T H E
I D E A T H AT “ S H A K E R I S T H E P L A C E W H E R E
A HOUSE BECOMES A HOME, AND A CITY
B E C O M E S A C O M M U N I T Y. ” T H E S T O R I E S
IN THIS ISSUE ADDRESS BOTH SIDES OF
T H AT E Q U AT I O N .
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The first series of stories explores notable, and particularly cutting-edge,
residential architecture that makes turning a house into a home a bit more interesting than it
might seem at first.

The second series of stories

demonstrates how residents make a city into
a community through acts of generosity and solidarity, especially in times of crisis.

It all
begins
in the
home.

Here we look at three modern homes designed by noted architects.
These homes, with their green efficiencies and varieties of unconventional
shapes that improvise on the templates of traditional Shaker Heights
housing, were designed not with whimsey but with purpose –
as residences for the architects themselves and their families.
(Shaker Life profiled two of these homes in past issues –
the Hisaka House and Dandelion House.)
A house, and in fact, a city, designed with intention and clear vision,
cannot help but become a place to be treasured. And as the residents of these homes,
and this community, make abundantly clear, bricks and mortar do not make
a place special. People do…
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Great

Shaker

Homes
RON REED AND
VINCE LESKOSKY
A R E N O T S I M P LY
C A R RY I N G T H E
EVOLUTION OF
SHAKER HEIGHTS
RESIDENTIAL
ARCHITECTURE
INTO THE 21ST
C E N T U RY, B U T

By Michael Peters
Photographed by
Kevin G. Reeves
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HELPING
REDEFINE
HOW WE USE
THE SPACE
IN OUR
HOMES

WWW.SHAKER.LIFE | SUMMER 2020 37

38 SUMMER 2020 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE

Traveling east on Van Aken Boulevard,
whether by car or Rapid, you might be
forgiven for allowing the scenery to pass
by without much thought. On countless
occasions you’ve seen the mix of classic
Tudors and post-war Colonials that
morph into the brick apartments and
condominiums as you get closer to the
end of the line at the Van Aken District.
Then a burst of red catches your eye
on the left. Just a streak, just enough
to get your attention. Is that new? It can’t be new, and it can’t be in
Shaker Heights, can it? But it is – and it’s very much Shaker Heights.
The passing glance may read “modern,” but quickly you see the
classic Shaker Heights elements: the three-part stucco, just like on the
century house next door; the shingle-style siding seen on many of the
neighborhood’s Colonials; and the graceful chimney mirroring the same
lines of the neighboring house. Inspired by the classic New England
Saltbox Colonial, with its asymmetrical sloping roofline, one corner has
been carved away for a screened motor court, a classic feature seen on
many of the homes on Parkland Drive around the corner.
This outward simplicity, or at least the perception of simplicity,
belies the complexity of its context: how it fits into its surroundings,
the neighborhood, and the culture of the larger community.

THE
REED/
LESKOSKY
HOUSE
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A
DARING
STREAK
OF
RED
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n the summer of 1924, the architect Bloodgood Tuttle submitted his plans
for a house on Van Aken near the Lynnfield Road Rapid station, which then was
the last stop on the Blue Line running along the thoroughfare. The house was
commissioned by The Van Sweringen Company as one of their “demonstration
homes,” meant to drive lot sales in the area and, importantly, exemplify the
expectations for single-family homes in Shaker Heights.
Just two years after Tuttle’s home went up, architect Abram Garfield, the
youngest son of the slain president, submitted his plans for a house around the
corner from Tuttle’s, on Parkland Drive. Where Tuttle’s French Provincial design
– “from the shores of Brittany” as the advertisement for it crowed – was meant
to draw attention, Garfield produced a modest Tudor Revival for a young lawyer
and his family.
Both architects found steady work in Shaker over the next decade. The
demonstration homes were a success, and Shaker’s population skyrocketed
from 1,700 in 1920 to nearly 18,000 in 1930, so there was plenty of work to go
around. While Tuttle passed away in 1936, Garfield would have a long career into
the 1950s, and his firm grew to include several additional partners and expanded
into commercial buildings (including the City Hall Annex).
That firm continues today as DLR Westlake Reed Leskosky, one of the oldest
architectural firms in the country. So perhaps it is ironic that Ronald Reed and
Vincent Leskosky, two of the principals of the firm started by Abram Garfield,
designed their new home, with its daring exterior streak of red, next to Tuttle’s
still-standing 1924 demonstration home.
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Ron Reed (left) and
Vince Leskosky

THE
EVOLUTION
OF
ARCHITECTURE
IN
SHAKER
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eed and Leskosky met as architecture students
at Kent State University. “Our thesis prof hired
us at a small office in Shaker Square, so after we
graduated we moved up here,” Leskosky says.
Reed continues, “I didn’t have a car and
needed the Rapid just to get around. So
ultimately we came to the conclusion, we’re
probably going to stay in Cleveland.” Reed and
Leskosky became long-time Shaker residents,
eventually settling into a home on Townley Road.
The two are not simply carrying the
evolution of Shaker Heights residential
architecture into the 21st Century, but helping to
redefine how we use the space in our homes. For
example, the interior has well-defined rooms, yet
feels open and flowing. “You discover things as
you go through the house, but the spaces are
the conventional spaces you’d expect to find in a
house,” says Reed.

The ground floor is the public
realm and opens to a backyard, with
swimming pool, that extends the
entertaining areas. Compact and
serene, it is highlighted by a black
and white Zen garden.
The second floor is devoted to
personal space: bedrooms and a loftlike lounge that overlooks the living
room. Everything is connected by
a staircase that offers glimpses into
various rooms, brings light into the
center of the house, and turns what
is often a utilitarian function – stairs –
into an art gallery space.
The ability to display their
expansive art collection in an
appropriate setting was where the
design approach incorporated more
contemporary elements. As Leskosky
explains, “Almost every wall has been
planned out to what art goes where.”
And those walls are not always walls.
“The big thing architecturally is that

we have these walls that don’t go
to the ceiling, that don’t go to the
corner. They’re doing a lot of different
things: creating views, playing on light;
they’re making special places for art.”
“It’s about displaying art in a
museum-quality setting,” Reed says,
standing against a charcoal black
wall. In fact, nearly everything in the
house is white or black, even the
bath fixtures. The exception is the
aforementioned exterior element, the
long red beam that extends over the
garage and the custom main entry door, peeking into the interior only through
that door. “The color comes from the art” Reed says.
Fusing an art gallery onto a home led to another of the house’s
distinguishing features: a twelve foot-wide, floor-to-ceiling window in each of
the main rooms. Reed and Leskosky’s former home, a Colonial on Townley Road,
had multiple windows in each room, on every exterior wall – common in many
traditional styles.
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This image is a
composite created
from six photographs
that were layered and
blended in Photoshop.
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hen contemplating the design for the windows, Reed considered
how the commercial-grade expanse would impact the occupants.
“The spatial experience is completely different when you don’t
have a wall under a window, as most homes do,” he says.
“Typically you lose the ground plane. But here the floor and
ceiling are both continuously glass-lined so it’s much
more panoramic.”
The effect of the wall of glass is particularly pronounced in
the kitchen. Facing north, like an artist’s studio, the light reflects
off the white Zen garden rocks and the surface of the swimming
pool just steps away. It’s fitting for the room that Leskosky
uses for yet another creative outlet, cooking. (He is also an
accomplished painter.)
Leveraging their experience designing Zack Bruell’s
restaurants, the kitchen was inspired by a commercial kitchen
layout; Leskosky frequently hosts dinner parties for friends and
family. Taking another cue from their former home, the central
feature is not an island but a chef’s table Leskosky designed.

“I don’t like the idea of counter dining, I want my feet on the floor. So we
did a chef’s table – dining room height with regular dining room chairs.” It is
not, however, an open kitchen; the two prefer the kitchen and formal dining
area to be well defined, allowing their guests to enjoy the custom table in the
dining room.
This level of detail, of thought, and of how the space will be used was the
result of years of planning and preparation. The lot was purchased in the fall
of 2016, and the builder, Triple E Construction, broke ground in late 2018. The
intervening period allowed Reed and Leskosky to refine their designs for their
“forever house.” Aside from the practical considerations (there is an elevator
serving the three levels), it allowed them to retain the elements that worked
well in their former traditional home on Townley (the living and dining rooms
configuration) while addressing the areas they knew they needed (a mudroom
with coat storage).
The result is space that works effortlessly for two or twenty, intimate and
inviting for friends and family while not overwhelming in scale.
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THE
TRUE
VALUE
OF
OUR
HOMES
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n 1923, the Van Sweringen Company
produced a 48-page sales pamphlet for their
development titled “The Heritage of the
Shakers.” The back cover is a sort of prosepoem called “What the House Must Give to
My Home.” It describes the characteristics
and virtues of a Shaker Heights home,
and while parts are reflective of society a
hundred years ago, much of the intention
still resonates. It begins, “A lot of morning
sunshine through windows large enough
to empty all the darkness.” A few lines
down it continues, “Dignity enough in its
appointments to make us proud of it; yet such
freedom from formality that friends are eager
to come and loth to leave.” (See page 62 in
this issue of Shaker Life for the
entire inscription.)

These characteristics remind us of the true value of our homes, and are very
clearly embodied in the home Reed and Leskosky have designed and built. It’s
irrelevant whether a home is modern or traditional, with leaded glass or a formal
entry. It’s only important that the house is a home for those who live in it, in a
community that supports them.
Asked why they decided to remain in Shaker Heights, when they could have
built their house anywhere, Reed was quick to answer.
“About five years ago we said okay, we’re going to stay in this area, but
we’re not staying in this house on Townley Road. So we cast a wider net:
Would we like the West Side, would we like further out? And the more we
thought about it, we said no. One thing about Shaker Heights is of course the
architecture. As an architect how can you not love that?”
“But the real thing about Shaker Heights is the people. That’s the addiction.
The people are what makes Shaker Heights amazing. It’s very much a liveand-let-live community. The neighborhoods in which we’ve lived have been
very friendly, closely-knitted communities where everyone looks out for their
neighbors. How could you live anywhere but here? You are never going to find
this kind of energy anywhere but Shaker Heights.”
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T H E L AT E A R C H I T E C T
DON HISAKA DID A
LOT OF WORK AROUND
G R E AT E R C L E V E L A N D
W H E N H I S C O M PA N Y
WA S H E A D Q U A RT E R E D
HERE IN THE 1960S
AND ‘70S. BUT THE
1968 HOUSE HE
D E S I G N E D A N D B U I LT
IN SHAKER FOR HIS
FA M I LY I S H I S M O S T
ENDURING LEGACY IN
T H E S E PA RT S .

THIS IS
THE HISAKA
HOUSE.
Photography by Kevin G. Reeves

The Hisaka House was the City’s first truly
contemporary house, upsetting decades-old
Shaker housing conventions. At the time, it was
the only house in Northeast Ohio to have an
Honors Award from the American Institute
of Architects.
Shaker Life featured the house in 2012. It was,
and still is, owned by Dan Mansoor and his wife,
Joyce Rothschild. In 2011, Hisaka came to town
for an event called “Don Hisaka, the Cleveland
Years,” arranged by the Cleveland Artists
Foundation at the Beck Center for the Arts. He paid a visit to the house.
“He did a walk-through and spent a little time. It was fun to talk to him,”
Mansoor told us in 2012.
The house is overwhelming in its charm, but not its size. At 3,200 square
feet with three bedrooms and two-and-a-half baths – and no formal dining room,
no basement, and no attic – it’s eminently suitable for four people or fewer, and
particularly comfortable for those willing to eschew the luxuries of a traditional
home for those of an architectural work of art.

THE
HISAKA
HOUSE
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It would be easy to envision this
house, with all of its architectural
precision, to be something of a
museum rather than a home. Not so,
says Mansoor. “Making a house a
home is not so much intentional as it
is instinctive,” says Mansoor today. He
and his wife raised two children in the
house, now both grown. “It becomes
a home by the spirit you put into it
– family celebrations, sharing dinner
together, things like that,” he says.
“And of course your own furniture
and art help as well. Art is important
to making it personal.”
As for becoming part of the
larger community, the house’s location
on the corner of Drexmore Road
across from Plymouth Church makes
it highly visible to the numerous
pedestrians who often stroll by the
house slowly to take it all in. Yet,
Mansoor says, “we have a private
courtyard. Hisaka in fact designed the
courtyard for privacy.”
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I M A G I N E A COM PA CT HOU SE WHERE EVERYT HING IS
F UN C T I O N A L , E N E RG Y– A N D WAT ER–EF F ICIENT, AND/O R RECYC LED.

WELCOME TO DANDELION HOUSE.
Photography by Green Street Studio
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In 2008, when Shaker Life
profiled Kevin and Kyle
Dreyfuss-Wells’ Ludlow
neighborhood home,
Dandelion House, the house
was brand new and poised
to be Northeast Ohio’s first
LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design)
certified home.
Kyle described it as
a manifestation of her and her husband’s interest in
“sustainable urban spaces, and design that makes sense.”
It was designed by Kevin, who at the time was an architect
with City Architecture, now with RDL Architects.
Contributing writer Beth Friedman-Romell wrote that
Dandelion House “sets high standards for conservation
without sacrificing comfort or good looks…. The exterior
of Dandelion House presents a contemporary take on
traditional Shaker Tudor design, featuring brick, wood
beams, and a sharply peaked roof. A stylized dandelion
motif graces several of the energy-efficient windows.”
Kevin explained the motif: “The dandelion is a humble
weed, but it’s enormously successful and useful. It survives
in urban environments, under all kinds of conditions. We’re
hoping the concepts we’ve applied here will take root and
spread, like the dandelion.”

DANDELION
HOUSE

Every inch of this 1,754 square-foot home serves a
purpose. It has three bedrooms, two full baths, an open
living area, mudroom, and rear patio. There is ample
storage in the attic and the second floor of the detached
garage, another green feature.
The kitchen/dining/living space is flooded with natural
light, connecting the family with the outdoors.
Dandelion House has no basement, which saves money,
energy, and some plant life. The mechanicals and laundry
area are on the second floor; with the water heater and
bathrooms tightly clustered, the family has to wait only a
few seconds for hot water. Moreover, the plumbing system
manifold sends water directly to each fixture, through a
small diameter pipe, to reduce the amount of water sitting
in the pipes, losing heat. Low-flow toilets and shower heads
further increase water efficiency.
Water conservation is a key feature of the DreyfussWells landscape plan as well. Rainwater from the house and
garage roofs is collected in a 1,100 gallon cistern and used
for irrigation. The overflow will drain first to a pond, then to
a rain garden planted with native species.
Today, says Kevin, “We’re fortunate to live in a house
that’s compact, flexible, and easy to care for. It helps us
focus on the important things that make a home: our family,
our friends, and our wonderful neighbors. And in the midst
of this pandemic, we’re just grateful to have a warm, dry,
and comfortable place to live.” SL
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Home-grown
Compassion
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hese Shaker
residents show
us the truth of the
old adage: from small
things, big things
grow. Even – maybe
especially – during
a pandemic.

Stories by Sharon Holbrook
Photography by Jason Miller,
except where noted.

I

t’s a problem no one
wants to talk about:
not always having
quite enough food
at home. But it’s a
widespread problem,
and one that touches
Shaker Heights, too.
That’s why Shaker
residents Amy Bouthilet
and Katie O’Brien-Hawkin
decided to establish
two Little Free Pantries
here – small, self-serve
outdoor boxes with
nonperishable foods and
personal hygiene items
that are available at all
times to both donors
and recipients.
Bouthilet and O’BrienHawkin met when
their children attended
preschool together, and in
talking they realized they
had a common interest in
addressing food insecurity.
The national model of the
Little Free Pantry seemed
like a natural fit for Shaker.

Little Free Pantries:
Shaker Shares
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“The Little Free Pantry is all about
neighbors helping neighbors, and
Shaker has so many members in the
community that want to help,” says
O’Brien-Hawkin.
The women approached Shaker
City Council Member Tres Roeder
with the idea in late 2017, and things
moved quickly from there. With
Roeder’s support in guiding them
through the necessary approvals,
and with his suggestion to approach
Rev. Roger Osgood at Heights
Christian Church, the process moved
rapidly. In May 2018, the first Little
Free Pantry opened on Winslow
Road at the rear of the church, and
in September 2019 a second location
opened in partnership with Christ
Episcopal Church on Warrensville
Center Road. The locations are
handicap accessible as well as
discreetly situated for the privacy
of recipients.
The response from the Shaker
community has been fantastic; within
a few weeks of being established,
food and toiletry items were moving
out of the pantries very quickly –
nearly all items turn over within a
day or two. Still, donations have
kept pace with what’s needed, even
during the increased demands of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“We are so fortunate to live in this
community where neighbors look out
for one another,” says Bouthilet. “We
have had so many individuals step
up, whether it be making a donation
to a Little Free Pantry as part of their
weekly grocery routine, offering to
help build the physical structures,
helping their child collect and donate
food, or helping to spread the word by
posting pictures on Facebook.”
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Take what
you need,
leave what
you can.

Longtime Shaker resident Armina
Robinson (above) is one of these
dedicated individuals. A nurse by
profession and the mother of three
graduates of Shaker schools, she stops
by the Little Free pantries up to four
times a week to drop donations. She
can’t help it, she says. “When I found
out that people in our neighborhood
are needing food…it just drives
me.” Like others, she’s found that
the pantries are fostering greater
connection, and she often posts on
Facebook to let community members
know when one of the pantries is full or
might “need a little love,” as she says,
from donors. Her heartfelt messages
are filled gratitude for the ongoing
generosity of the community. Every
post receives many comments and
often inspires someone new to join in
the effort.

Donate

to the Little
Free Pantries
Besides individual and family
donations, food drives sponsored
by schools, scout troops, and local
businesses such as RMS (the developers
of Shaker’s Van Aken District) have
become a significant and steady source
of food for the pantries.
Bouthilet and O’Brien-Hawkins
encourage Shaker residents to keep
sharing the news of the Little Free
Pantries so that those who might need
some food assistance, even if only
temporarily, know about this resource.
“Unlike many other food
assistance programs, the Little Free
Pantries are open 24/7 and require
no application or paperwork,” says
O’Brien-Hawkin. “As the signs say, we
just ask that people ‘Take what you
need, leave what you can.’”
If residents have questions or
want to host a food drive, email
littlefreepantry@gmail.com.

Mayor David Weiss with Katie O’BrienHawkin and Amy Bouthilet at Heights
Christian Church, May 2018.
Photo above by Kelly Taylor.

Suggested non-perishable food
items (no glass please): peanut
butter, macaroni and cheese,
canned fruits, applesauce cups,
canned tuna or chicken, oatmeal
packets, cereal, canned soup, pasta,
and pasta sauce. Toiletries such as
shampoo, toothpaste, and soap are
also accepted.
Christ Episcopal Church:
3445 Warrensville Center Road.
The pantry is at northeast corner
of the building. Put donations
directly into the pantry. If it is full,
plastic tubs are located under the
front portico facing Warrensville
Center Road.
Heights Christian Church:
17300 Van Aken Boulevard.
The pantry is located on the
Winslow Road side of the
building. Put donations directly
into the pantry. If it is full, a large
plastic tub is located outside the
church’s rear door on
Winslow Road.
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Shaker African American Mothers Support:
Connection and Community
Each period in life has its challenges. During ordinary times, the
main challenge for many of us is busyness – that feeling that we’re
being pulled in too many directions and just can’t do it all.
When Shaker Heights resident Kim Harris was a young single
mom, life was full just keeping up with the day-to-day. “I didn’t
participate in many school events other than conferences. I worked
two jobs, struggling to keep it together,” says Harris, who has lived
in Shaker for 30 years and has three kids, ages 29, 13, and 11.
After later becoming a stay-at-home mom – and now working
full-time again, as well as being a PTO leader and involved
community member – Harris can relate to mothers in many
different circumstances. Recognizing this, she and a small group
of other African American mothers decided to reach out to those
moms who are sometimes left out of the loop or who seemed to
be missing from PTO and other school-oriented events. And so,
four years ago, Shaker African American Mothers Support (SAMS)
was born.

Above inset: A “Walk & Talk” event in the
Van Aken District.
Opposite inset: A SAMS-sponsored Little Free
Library at Hildana Park.
Both photos courtesy of SAMS.
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Kim Harris, and her sons (L-R) Christopher Cunningham, Jonathan Martin and Damion Cunningham.

SAMS’ mission is to offer community and
connection to all moms. “We often are misunderstood
to be a group that is only interested in helping and
working with black mothers, and that is incorrect,”
says Harris.
In typical times, SAMS is out and about in the
community. Last summer, a signature event was
the SAMS Walk and Talk in the Van Aken District
on Thursday evenings, which festively combined
exercise, getting to know Shaker neighbors,
and learning about the businesses in the VAD.
(Walk and Talk will return as soon as community
guidelines allow.) During the school year, SAMS has
hosted events such as the Mothers Walk, in which
mothers tour the Middle School, do yoga, and learn
about people and community groups in Shaker.

Hildana Park Celebration:
Watch the video.
Tip: To watch video, hold your
phone’s camera over the QR
code or use bit.ly/hildana.

Outreach to students is also key. “We are very proud of our
tutoring program at Lomond Elementary,” says Harris.
During the pandemic, when students were out of school,
the SAMS-founded Little Free Libraries (LFL) at Boulevard and
Lomond schools, and the newest one at Hildana Park, were
thriving, often filling in for regular access to school and public
libraries. The Hildana Park library in the Moreland neighborhood
was the result of a partnership with the Friends of the Shaker
Library. And last summer, SAMS hosted an event at Hildana Park.
(Use QR code below to see video.) “We welcomed families from
all Shaker neighborhoods to check out the park’s renovations,
while encouraging neighbors from various neighborhoods
to mix,” says Harris.
When SAMS can’t bring people together in person, the
support still continues. Sometimes a mother might need someone
to talk to about navigating a difficult situation with their child –
or, in times of social distancing, just talking about anything at all
can be a needed lift.
Shaker institutions and community leaders have given
SAMS a warm reception in the years since its founding –
Harris mentions the mayor, the schools, MyCom, the libraries, the
police department, and others. “I often refer to them as my Shaker
family, because that’s the feeling I get while working with them.
I think it really shows the commitment Shaker has to inclusion and
how it is dedicated to equity efforts.”
As community life opens up again, Harris encourages
all Shaker residents to get involved. “Again, I would like people
to know that SAMS is a group open to all,” says Harris.
“When you hear about a SAMS event, we want you to mark
your calendars and join in with the intent to meet someone
new and enjoy the company of a neighbor. People can check
our website at samsmoms.com for upcoming events or
email sams.moms1@gmail.com for more information.”
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Big Hearted Blooms:
Kindness Grows in Shaker Heights
Two years ago, Fernway resident Sue Buddenbaum came up with an idea
at her kitchen table. Why not repurpose the still-fresh flowers that are thrown
away after special events? The flowers could be rearranged into smaller vases
and delivered to isolated seniors who could use a kind gesture and a cheerful
dose of nature. If it was possible in other cities – and Buddenbaum saw that
it was, in a similar organization called Random Acts of Flowers – then it was
possible here, too. And so Big Hearted Blooms was born.
As Shaker once again teems with summer flowers and greenery,
Buddenbaum is hoping that Big Hearted Blooms will also be emerging from
its temporary dormancy caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. In the long run,
though, the stay-at-home order may underscore how important this work is.
“I think our mission is going to be more important than ever as we come out of
this crisis because everyone will really understand the effects of loneliness and
isolation,” says Buddenbaum. “We’re all living it firsthand.”
Since 2018, when Buddenbaum and a handful of Shaker Heights women
launched the nonprofit, Big Hearted Blooms has delivered nearly 7,000
bouquets. The organization started out with borrowed space on Larchmere
Boulevard and now rents space in a Shaker resident-owned building in the St.
Clair neighborhood of Cleveland.
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Assemble

Collect
And there’s much more room to grow. Big Hearted Blooms started by
donating bouquets to nursing homes and senior living facilities, and it is now
adding hospitals, substance abuse homes, cancer centers, Alzheimer’s units,
hospices, and even outpatient facilities such as dialysis centers. It’s staffed by
volunteers who do everything from spending a few hours arranging flowers in
the cheerful St. Clair Avenue workroom to picking up flowers from donors or
delivering bouquets to care facilities.
With the recent acquisition of a cooler to keep flowers fresh, Big Hearted
Blooms is looking for even more flowers. Donors range from newlyweds to
florists and grocery stores. The new cooler, plus a steady, predictable volume of
flowers, will allow Big Hearted Blooms to reach many more recipients.

Deliver

“We’re just trying to grow as much
as we can because we know we barely
scratch the surface of what the demand
could be,” says Buddenbaum.
If social distancing continues to
make it difficult to reach care facilities,
but flowers are available, Big Hearted
Blooms will deliver to those on the
front lines: first responders, postal
workers, healthcare professionals, and
so on. In late April, they made their first
such delivery – to the Environmental
Services team at the Cleveland Clinic.
“These are the folks that keep
the facility clean, among other things.
They are an often forgotten group
but very much front line, and it was
great to thank them with flowers,” says
Buddenbaum. “We’ll keep celebrating
our essential workers until we can once
again serve those in care facilities.”
Growing a nonprofit from the
ground up has been a tremendous
amount of work. Buddenbaum says
that at the beginning she didn’t
really know exactly how much she
was taking on, but that the Shaker
community’s support has made Big
Hearted Blooms possible. From
donating vases to fundraising and
volunteering, Shaker residents have
stepped up. “It’s been an amazing
experience, so much more gratifying
than I could have anticipated.”
Learn more at bigheartedblooms.org.

SL

Opposite page: Sue Buddenbaum (top),
SHHS sophomore Maya Miller.
This page: Volunteers arranging and
delivering flowers.
Assemble, collect and deliver photos courtesy
of Big Hearted Blooms.

WWW.SHAKER.LIFE | SUMMER 2020 61

Scene

in Shaker

From a 1923 marketing pamphlet for
Shaker homes, courtesy the Shaker
Historical Society and Museum.
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44 years in
Shaker Heights.

We know Shaker’s
slate & tile roofs!
• Slate Roofing
• Tile Roofing
• Copper Work
• Metal Flashing

• Gutters &
Downspouts
• Repair &
Restoration

HOMESTEAD
EST. 1976

ROOFING COMPANY

SL AT E • T I LE • CO PPE R

216-382-7677

homesteadroofingcompany@gmail.com
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Healthcare Heroes.
We honor those who are fighting, researching and caring for others. We celebrate the courage
and determination our community has shown. We thank our amazing team and
the 5-star rated healthcare they provide our residents all day, every day.
In times of crisis and in calm, their strength, support and compassion is always there.

We Are Judson Strong.

Bringing Community to Life since 1906
Northeast Ohio’s Premier Not-for-Profit Senior Living Communities

judsonsmartliving.org | (216) 545-5292

