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The Orthopedic Injury Clinic

SAME-DAY
Appointments and Walk-Ins for Unexpected
Injuries, Broken Bones, Sprains, Strains and More.
When an unexpected orthopedic injury occurs, you may find yourself going to the nearest ER for care.
But there may be a better option. The Orthopedic Injury Clinic provides immediate, same-day access
to a team of orthopedic specialists.
Conveniently located at University Hospitals, our clinic fast-tracks your care with one hassle-free
visit – and without multiple appointments or a trip to the ER.
UH Ahuja Medical Center
Orthopedic Injury Clinic
Kathy Risman Pavilion
3999 Richmond Road
2nd Floor, Suite 210
Beachwood, Ohio 44122
To make an appointment,
call 216-545-1505.

UH Geauga Medical
Center Specialty Clinic
13207 Ravenna Road
Chardon, Ohio 44024

UH Sheffield Health Center/
Center for Orthopedics
5001 Transportation Drive
Sheffield Village, Ohio 44054

To make an appointment,
call 440-876-8050.

To make an appointment,
call 440-517-5982.

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

© 2019 University Hospitals ORT 1155801
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Charming. Handsome.

Haute.

!

Detailed patternsold graphics,
encaustic tile makes a statement!
We can show you how it can enhance
your home’s personal style and energy.
216.292.9104 | farrow-wren.com
farrowwren@gmail.com
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browse the archives…
PEOPLE

COMMUNITY

A R T S & E N T E R TA I N M E N T

G R E AT S H A K E R H O M E S

Stay warm, stylish, and active with Shaker’s small businesses this winter.

More Than a
Great Cup of Coffee
Shaker’s newest coffee shop, 3-19, is part of a broad
effort in sustainability and community building.

Eclectic Eccentric’s
Tracy Hilbert
Hilbert’s Larchmere Boulevard boutique offers a
fun and unique mix of new and vintage clothes,
housewares and lots more.

Vim & Vigor in
the Van Aken District
The Van Aken District is not only a place to shop and
dine, it’s a place to stay active and healthy, too!
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Shaker
Online

Sean Malone

Nominate Your Home
Improvement Project for
a Preservation Award

Nancy Moore
Carmella Williams

Election
Results

Mayor David E. Weiss
Earl Williams, Jr.

In November, Shaker Heights residents voted to elect Carmella Williams and to reelect Sean Malone, Nancy Moore, and Earl Williams, Jr. to City Council. Their terms
began January 1 and end December 31, 2024.
Carmella Williams, a longtime resident of Shaker Heights, is the co-chair of the
Moreland on the Move Association and Move Neighborhood Association and former
vice president of the Shaker Heights Public Library Board of Directors. She is an
analyst with Baker Hostetler and a veteran of the U.S. Navy.
Sean Malone was re-elected for a second term on City Council. He has chaired
the Finance and Administration Committee and the Human Relations Task Force.
Malone is also senior counsel with Kohrman Jackson & Krantz and a member of the
Shaker Heights Development Corporation.
Nancy Moore was re-elected to a fifth term. She has chaired the Tree Advisory
Board, the Landmark Commission, and the Safety and Public Works Committee.
Moore also serves as the executive committee president of the Doan Brook
Watershed Partnership.
Earl Williams, Jr. was re-elected to a fifth term. He has chaired the Board of
Appeals, the Communications and Marketing Committee, and the Fair Housing
Review Board. He is a former member and officer of the Shaker Schools PTO.
They will join current Council members Tres Roeder, Anne Williams, and
Rob Zimmerman.
Mayor David E. Weiss was re-elected to a four-year term. A longtime resident,
Weiss brings to the office more than three decades of legal and business experience
– particularly in the area of real estate. He previously served as an elected council
member for the City and as a member of the Shaker Heights Planning Commission
and Board of Zoning Appeals.
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Shaker residents take great pride in their
historic homes. This year’s Preservation
Awards program is an opportunity for
residents to earn recognition for exterior
projects completed after April 2017.
The Shaker Heights Landmark
Commission established the
Preservation Awards in 1998 to
recognize and highlight efforts by
property owners who have preserved
and improved their properties.
Nominations may be submitted for
any building in Shaker Heights, including
homes and apartment buildings,
commercial buildings, and other
structures. Award categories include:
• Retention of Original Materials
• Exterior Restoration
• Excellence in Stewardship
• Distinguished Landscape
• Architecturally Appropriate Addition
• Other
Submissions will be accepted online
through March 31. Winners will be
announced at an awards ceremony this fall.
Nominate a project or view 2018’s
recipients at shakeronline.com/327/
Landmark-Commission.

PEOPLE, PROCESS AND PLACE:
CRAFTING SPACES THAT MAKE
A HOUSE A HOME.
For nearly 25 years we’ve been solving problems,
and crafting exceptional living spaces, for those
who call Shaker home.
From concept to completion, our unique
Design/Remodel approach provides a seamless
and satisfying experience that gets rave reviews.
Call us today, or visit our website to learn more.
DESIGN – PLAN – BUILD
Space Planning | Additions | Kitchens | Bathrooms | Basements
Whole House Renovations | Historic Restoration

A Shaker Heights Business

WWW.KARLOVEC.COM
info@karlovec.com
216.767.1887

Stand up

and be counted

In April, it will be time to fill out the 2020 Census. Because the census occurs every 10 years, it’s easy to forget the many reasons
why your participation in this process is important.
What is the census?
The census is a head count of everyone who lives in the United States. The U.S. Constitution requires a census every 10 years to
ensure the government is accurately representing the people.
Why does it matter?
Census data determine how more than $675 billion is spent to support vital government programs, like Medicaid, Medicare, the
National School Lunch Program, and many more. For every person not counted in Ohio, more than $1,800 is lost in funds
that could go toward these programs.
The results of the census also determine the number of seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives (Ohio
has 16). They are also used to draw congressional and state legislative districts.
What kinds of questions are on the census?
The census asks basic questions about your home (rent or own); the people living in your home (gender, race, etc.); and the
relationships of the people living in your home (single, married, etc.).
How long does it take?
On average, it takes no more than 10 minutes to complete the census.
Is it required?
Yes, U.S. residents are legally required to participate in the census.
How do I respond?
By April 1, every home will have received a mailed invitation to respond to the census. There are three ways to respond: online,
by mail, or by phone. The 2020 Census will be the first that allows you to respond online, including from a mobile device. In May,
census takers will visit addresses that have not yet responded to the census to conduct in-person interviews.
Visit the @ShakerLibrary section of this magazine to learn about local resources and events to help you complete the census.
Is the census hiring?
Yes. The Census Bureau needs to hire approximately 500,000 census takers across the country. Cuyahoga County residents age
18 and above can earn a minimum of $18.50 an hour as census takers. For more information, call 1-855-JOB-2020 (562-2020)
or visit 2020census.gov/jobs.
Where can I learn more?
Visit 2020census.gov.

Reminder:

Voter Information Available Online
Ohio’s Primary Election is Tuesday, March 17. You can register to vote and update
your voter registration online at the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections website,
which is available at boe.cuyahogacounty.us. Residents can also find polling
locations or request a Vote by Mail ballot on the site.
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Kudos
		

for City Departments

The Planning Department continues to earn recognition for its work on the Van
Aken District. In October, the Ohio Chapter of the American Planning Association
recognized the District with a 2019 Ohio Planning Award. The award is in addition
to the Gold 2019 National Planning Achievement Award for Implementation, which
the District received last spring from the American Planning Association (APA).
The biennial Ohio APA awards program honors outstanding planning and
planning leadership in Ohio, recognizing the highest levels of achievement.
“The Van Aken District came into existence after 18 years of planning, five City
plans, and more than 60 public meetings," notes Shaker’s Planning Director Joyce
Braverman. “We are grateful that this project continues to receive such tremendous
support and recognition.”
Meanwhile, the Communications & Marketing Department was awarded a Savvy
Award for Shaker Life magazine from the 3CMA: City-County Communications &
Marketing Association. This award recognizes excellence in public communications.
Shaker Life won in the category of External Publications.
“Shaker Life is an important tool for the City’s attract-and-retain efforts,” says
Communications & Marketing Director Julie McGovern Voyzey. “Not only does it
help draw new residents to our City, it’s a great way for current residents to learn
more about the people, places, and things that make Shaker such a special place to
live. We’re honored that the judges recognized not only the quality of Shaker Life,
but its value to the community.”
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Modernizing

A Historic
City

21st Century

Fire Protection

By Diana Simeon

To the casual observer, it can seem that fire trucks haven’t changed all that much over
the decades. They’re still red, still shiny, and, no matter your age, still impressive as
they whiz past.
However, take a look under the hood – or anywhere else on a new truck for that
matter – and you’ll learn just how much these vehicles (and the equipment on them)
have changed. In fact, today’s modern fire trucks and accompanying equipment allow
firefighters to work more quickly and efficiently than ever before, which of course
provides big benefits to the communities they serve, including Shaker Heights.
Take the new pumper truck at Fire Station 2, which was built by Appleton,
Wisconsin-based Pierce Manufacturing and went into service in December (check out the
video at bit.ly/shakerheights-youtube). You won’t be surprised to learn it’s more energy
efficient (all lighting is LED, for example) and fuel efficient than the 20-year-old truck
it replaced. But the upgrades don’t stop there. The rescue tools on this truck are battery
powered, which means they’re grab and go. Gone are the days when the tools required a
power cord to be plugged into an idling truck in order to get the necessary power.
“Now we can use the tools the minute we arrive,” explains Fire Chief Pat Sweeney.
“With our battery-powered jaws of life tool, we can cut a car open in half the time.”
Battery-powered fans, used to eliminate smoke, require just one firefighter to set
up (it used to take two). Setting up lights at a scene is also much more efficient.
“In the past we’d have to start up a diesel generator to get lights going,” says
Sweeney. “Now because all our lights are LED, we can use much smaller and quieter
generators.” A single diesel generator used to cost the Department anywhere from
$20,000 to $30,000. The smaller generators are under $1,000.

Custom Made
The new truck’s cab and body were customized for the specific needs of Shaker’s Fire
Department, as are all the Department’s vehicles. This is standard industry practice
and allows fire departments to build vehicles that work best for their communities.
Departments also take into consideration what equipment is nearby when designing a
new truck, since fire departments routinely provide mutual aid.
“We try to complement each other’s equipment, so not everyone has the same exact
truck,” says Sweeney.
“This new truck’s design specifications were more than 300 pages,” he adds.
“We started with a generic set of blue prints and worked over the year to tailor it to what
we need.”
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Every compartment – its size, its
placement, its contents – is carefully
thought through to maximize efficiency.
“We also moved the hose down, which
makes it easier to get it off the truck,”
says Sweeney. “Everything is customized
to allow us to work as best we can.”
Unlike any other truck in the City’s
fleet, the new truck also has “clean cab”
technology, which dramatically reduces
firefighters’ exposure to the carcinogenic
residue left behind from turnout gear
after a fighting a fire.

Working Smarter
This and other newer additions are part of a 10-year effort to modernize the SHFD’s fleet to allow the Department to provide the
same level of service, with fewer hands on deck. “The recession in the mid-2000s forced us to think outside the box. We lost about 30
percent of our staff and could not use the equipment we had,” explains Sweeney.
For example, the “quint” truck (quintuple combination pumper) at Fire Station 1, which went into service in 2017, allows the
Department to do with one truck what it used to do with two. “The quint has a long ladder up top and it can also pump 1,500 gallons
of water a minute,” notes Sweeney. This particular style of quint was also the first to offer a ladder long enough to reach the third
floors found in most of the City’s homes, while also having just one rear axle, which enables the truck to handle the tighter turns on
neighborhood streets.
The City’s ambulances are another example of how modernizing the equipment is enabling the Department to continue to
provide high levels of service. About 60 percent of the Department’s calls are for medical emergencies; all the City’s firefighters are
also trained paramedics. Now each ambulance is equipped with a system called the LIFEPACK 15, which allows the paramedic to
diagnose and begin treating an acute cardiac event immediately. “We can do a 12-lead EKG and then send that EKG to the hospital,
so they know exactly what to expect when the patient arrives,” says Sweeney. “It’s also got a defibrillator, and can take vital signs.
It’s amazing.” SL
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Shaker

Schools

#IAMSHAKER Spotlight: Onaway Volunteer Jay Davis (SHHS ‘54)
Jay Davis attended Onaway Elementary
School as a child and graduated from
Shaker Heights High School 66 years
ago in 1954. All three of his now-grown
children graduated from Shaker Heights
High School. He and wife, Jane, still call
the Onaway neighborhood home. And
for the past 12 years, he’s been a regular
volunteer at his former elementary
school, where he provides additional
support to students who are struggling
readers. Read more about Davis and his
connections to Onaway, both old
and new.
When did you graduate from Onaway?
I graduated in 1947. I lived in a
house just across the street from the
Woodbury Rose Garden.
What was your favorite memory of
your time at Onaway as a student?
I loved Onaway. I really did. But in the
beginning, I was not a particularly wellprepared student. Both of my parents
were immigrants, so I didn’t have the
benefit of knowing all the little stories
that kids whose parents were American
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knew. In my early years, I didn’t feel like I fit in because it always seemed like the
other kids knew more about what was going on than I did. And then the awakening
came with my wonderful second grade teacher, Mabel Everett. She was instrumental
in straightening me out and from then on, school was easy. I got good grades and
I didn’t have a problem. Really, as I became more comfortable with things and had
more exposure, then everything seemed to fall into place.
Where did you go after you graduated?
I attended Dartmouth and got my BA, then I joined the National Guard. I was on
active duty for a portion of 1959. I was discharged for an injury so I went to work as
an insurance agent for an insurance agency and I stayed there until I retired. I like to
joke that I never had to write a resume.
What brought you back to Onaway?
After I retired, I was at a social event and ran into a gal whose husband was a friend
of mine at Shaker. She was a teacher at Onaway and I had told her that I wanted to
do some volunteer work to give something back. I was debating whether I wanted
to work with the old or with the young, so she invited me to sit in with one of her
classes. One thing led to another and I started working with a few teachers and
began doing repeated reading with students.
What is it that keeps you coming back to Onaway as a volunteer?
I have about four groups of students with three students each that I meet with twice
a week. It’s rewarding for me and for the students to see the results. My hope is that
the students use the habits we work on throughout their lives, not just in school,
because learning to be a good reader is something that’s so beneficial in life.
Learn more about volunteering at Shaker Schools at shaker.org/face.aspx

Join Us for Shaker’s
Big Night Out!
Tickets are now on sale for the 28th
annual A Night for the Red & White:
Saturday, March 7, at Hilton
Cleveland Downtown,
100 Lakeside Avenue East, at 7 pm.
Each year, more than 600 attendees
enjoy dinner, dancing, student
performances, and a silent auction in
support of enrichment opportunities for
all Shaker students.
Proceeds from A Night for the Red
& White support the Shaker Schools
Foundation's Innovation Fund,
which provides hands-on learning
and enhanced STEAM (science,
technology, engineering, arts and
math) curriculum across all grades.
Funds raised at last year's event
made possible a new Robotics &
Manufacturing class at the High
School, with a new Fanuc Robot; a
bright, interactive makerspace at
Woodbury; and other special initiatives
and projects at every school building in
the District.
For tickets and information, visit
shakerschoolsfoundation.org/events.
For questions, call 216-295-4319 or
email verderber_e@shaker.org

MLK Day of Service is January 20
All are welcomed to participate in the annual CommUnity Builders Day of Service
from 10 am-noon on Monday, January 20 at Shaker Heights High School. Stay
tuned on shaker.org and Shaker Heights Schools social media for additional details.

Stay Informed:
For the latest news and information about Shaker Schools, visit shaker.org.
Follow us on Facebook.com/ForShakerSchools or Tweet us @ShakerSchools.
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Shaker Schools
Alumni Hall of Fame
Welcomes Eight

New Members
In October, the Shaker Schools
Alumni Hall of Fame inducted
eight new members:
Nathan Clements, 1998, a talented
cornerback who played 12 seasons in the
NFL with the Buffalo Bills, San Francisco
49ers, and Cincinnati Bengals and is an
avid volunteer with numerous charitable
organizations.
Kristen VanValkenburg DeStigter,
M.D., 1980, chair of the Radiology
Department at the University of
Vermont Larner College of Medicine
and founder of Imaging World, which
provides life-saving ultrasound
equipment to rural hospitals in Africa.
Barbara Fisher, 1972, executive vice
president of Scripted Entertainment
for Reel One Entertainment, who
has worked on Emmy-nominated
productions for Hallmark Channel,
Lifetime, and National Geographic.
Lorna Hartling, 1983, a talented
violist who was the first African
American musician to join the
prestigious Deutsches SymphonieOrchester Berlin.

Photo Caption: Back row, L-R: Thomas Modly, James Levin, Lorna Hartling, Joshua Levy, Nathan
Clements. Front row: Barbara Fisher, Eugenie Kleinerman, Kristen VanValkenburg DeStigter.

Eugenie “Genie” Kleinerman, M.D., 1967, professor of pediatrics at MD
Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas, who pioneered the use of a unique
immunotherapy treatment for children with bone cancer which significantly
decreased the mortality rate.
James Levin, 1971, founding director of Cleveland Public Theatre, Gordon Square
Arts District, and IngenuityFest, and a practicing attorney who launched Famicos
Cares: Legal Works for underserved communities.
Joshua Levy, 1990, co-founder of the Washington D.C. law firm Cunningham
Levy Muse LLP, who assisted the government of Rwanda in investigating the
1994 genocide against the Tutsi, and represented Fusion GPS in congressional
investigations related to Russia’s interference in the 2016 election.
Thomas Modly, 1979, who serves as Under Secretary of the U.S. Navy, the secondranked official in the Department of the Navy, and has implemented major reforms
to naval education and the management of information technology.
The Shaker Schools Foundation Alumni Committee selected the accomplished
graduates from a large pool of nominations gathered from the community at large.
To be considered, alumni must be distinguished in their field of endeavor, make
significant contributions to the community, and serve as positive role models to
current students.
To read more about the inductees, or to submit a nomination for the
2020 Hall of Fame, visit shakerschoolsfoundation.org/alumni. SL
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OUTSIDE: only one,
compact unit...

THE
BEST
SOLUTION

INSIDE: discreet,
flush-mounted
air registers in
ceilings or floors

for air conditioning your
boiler-heated home

Dozens of references:
We’ve installed these
systems in your
neighborhood…
• Glencairn Rd. (2)
• Sutherland Rd. (2)
• Dorchester Rd.
• Drexmore Rd.
• Chadbourne Rd. (3)
• Braemer Rd. (5)
• Norwood Rd.
• S. Woodland Rd.
• Ingleside Rd.
• Sherrington Rd.
• Shelburne Rd.
• Chalfant Rd.
And, our latest Fujitsu
installations this summer…
• Demington Rd. (2)
• Falmouth Rd.
• Malvern Rd
• Shelley Rd.
• Falmouth Rd.
• Braemar Rd. (2)
• Fernway Rd.
• Sutherland Rd.
• Shaker Blvd.

Fujitsu ducted heating and cooling systems:
NO UNSIGHTLY UNITS hanging on your interior walls
SUPER QUIET… virtually SILENT operation
VERY HIGH EFFICIENCY… 18 SEER and higher
ZONED OPERATION… custom comfort control with a separate
thermostat for each floor or area, with up to 8 zones

SUPER HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING included
12-YEAR WARRANTY on ALL parts
COMPARABLY PRICED… Installations are
typically no more costly than most conventional
air conditioning systems for boiler-heated homes

CALL FOR SPECIAL
MID-WINTER SAVINGS
OF $2,000 TO $3,000!
Typical cost for a 3-ton, 36,000 BTU
Fujitsu system with concealed ducts in
3 separate zones: $16,000
to $20,000 installed

Angie’s List
Super Service
Award annually
since 2003
A+ rated
BBB Member
Stewart Unsdorfer,
President

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
www.centralhtg.com

|

(216) 731-9400

243 Richmond Road, Richmond Heights, Ohio 44143
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Shaker
Grams

We see you
seeing Shaker...
• H/T to those capturing the community.
• Tag your photos to #shaker365.
• You might just see them on these pages!

@mollygirlyarn • Chill chaser

@verbballets • On pointe

@319coffee • Caffeinated creations

@grooveryde • Toning to tunes

@shakerrocksclimbing • Escalation

@sawyerrestaurant • Food art

@thegentlemenscavelbl • Personal style

@shakerlakes • Nature’s kaleidoscope

@vanakendistrict • Back to nature
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Details make the Difference!

A DESIGN, BUILD & MAINTENANCE CO.
CUSTOM PATIOS
& RETAINING WALLS

OUTDOOR KITCHENS
& FIREPLACES
CREATIVE PLANTINGS
YARD MAINTENANCE
COMPUTER IMAGING DESIGNS
See our portfolio at www.eastside-landscaping.com

Whatever the Reason, Whatever the Season...

Shaker Heights Can Count On Smylie One!

IT TAKES
Flexible Financing Options. We Make it Easy to Invest.

OH LIC #18265

We Can Find A Plan That Fits Your Budget.

Steven Smylie

With flexible financing options, it’s easy to invest in a new
heating or cooling comfort system or an unexpected repair,
without breaking your budget. For a limited time, take advantage
of our special financing for 36 months* on select Bryant®
high efficiency equipment. We make it easy for your family to
stay comfortable all year long.
*Subject to credit approval. See Smylie One for details.

OH LIC #18265

C OUP ON

SMYLIE ONE PRO-MAX TIP
Turning your thermostat down by
6-8 degrees while you're away, can help
maximize efficiency and reduce your
heating costs.

Pro-Max Heating

Pro-Max Plumbing

Rinnai or Navian

Tune-Up & Safety Inspection

Professional Service

Tankless Water Heater

$20 OFF

$25 OFF

Over 30 Points of Inspection

“Don’t Delay... Call Today”

Now Only $99.95

On Your Next Service Call

Saving Your Wallet
from unexpected
pected repair
ep
bills
*Financing Available
*Subject to credit approval.

$250 OFF

Don’t Wait Until Your Hot Water

Heater Bursts & Floods Your Home

440-449-HEAT(4328)
www.smylieone.com
8323 Mayfield Rd. Chesterland, OH 44026
*5108 Richmond Rd. Bedford Heights, OH 44146

Valid thru 3/31/20. Limit one per household. During business hours. Not valid
on prior sales. Can not be used in conjunction with any other discounts.
Gas forced air systems only. *Main Office
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Last September,
a severe thunderstorm
with winds up to
90 mph tore through
Shaker Heights,
toppling trees and
leaving thousands
of residents without
power. City crews worked
around the clock to clear
roadways, while neighbors
– in true Shaker spirit –
helped each other.
These Facebook posts
tell the story.
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n Kudos to the Shaker Heights service

PHOTO: NATURE CENTER AT SHAKER LAKES

department. They were at my house this
morning with a chainsaw and crew. They
cleaned up everything from the storm
that was on
n The crews are
my tree lawn
including some doing such an
huge stumps.
amazing job –
Nice work!!

thank you so
much!
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PHOTO: BLAIR HINKLE

n My sister was visiting from California and had never
experienced a storm like what we had. She was so impressed
with how the neighbors came together and came and checked
on me. The neighbor men cut up the downed trees and within
24 hours all the limbs were removed from the tree lawn by our
excellent service department. She couldn’t believe the quality of
the services here. I
am so lucky to live n One of the many reasons
in this community I love our neighborhood:
going on 56 years.

n Thanks,

Bill, for
cutting up the tree limb
in my backyard!

Two chainsaws and lots of
people helping to clear
this out.

PHOTO: BILL ELLIOTT

nI

have been amazed
by the City workers
who have been out
since 8 am cleaning up.
n Thanks for all of your

hard work and for getting the
roads reopened so quickly.

I am so thankful for my next door neighbors who
helped me get through this. They are awesome.
n

PHOTO: DORIS SPIEGLER

Thank
goodness
for good
neighbors!

n

n I love seeing so many stories of
neighbors supporting neighbors
over the weekend. And I have to
give a huge shout out to EDWINS
Leadership & Restaurant Institute
Butcher Shop. They are my go-to
butcher every week anyway, but
Friday I did two weeks’ worth of
grocery shopping…we lost power,
and would have had to throw out
all of those groceries. Fortunately,
EDWINS let me bring all of my meat
back in a bag and store it in their
freezer until our power came back.
Huge thanks to these local guys for
always doing a great job, but also
supporting community members!

n Just want to say thanks to the

City and the Illuminating Company
for the quick work they are doing
in a very
n Listening
professional
to the
manner.

scanner
last night.
Our police
and fire
departments
did an
incredible
job.

Thanks to
all for their
tireless and
dedicated
service. SL
n
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Library Renovation:

The Library has been busy working to renovate and enhance its Main building.
The project will create ﬂexible spaces that can be reconﬁgured for different needs,
relocate most services to the ﬁrst ﬂoor, address the maintenance needs of a new roof
and HVAC system, and maximize accessibility.
“The plan calls for reimagining and repurposing the
space,” says Library Director Amy Switzer. “Changes
will be made on how space is used on every floor
without increasing the size of the building.”
All of the work will be completed without
increasing the footprint of the building – the
former Moreland School, built in 1922. The
building was renovated by the Library in 1993
with partial renovations in 1998 and in 2011.
In the first six months of last year, the Library
Board selected Bialosky Cleveland as the architect,
citing the firm’s significant in-house mechanical,
electrical, and plumbing expertise, and hired RFC
Contracting to serve as Owner’s Rep and liaison
between Bialosky and contractors. Founded
by Roger Riachi, RFC has extensive experience
providing services to public projects, including
other public libraries.
Bialosky’s design team studied how the
Library uses its current space, toured the building,
interviewed department managers, and analyzed
responses to a community survey. The information
was used to identify how the Library could
better serve the community by changes in space
allocation and function.
There was clear consensus that the building
poses challenges for both staff and visitors. The
plan is to maximize flexibility by creating spaces
that can accommodate multiple uses. Mobile
furniture and technology will enable staff and
visitors to alter spaces and adapt them for a
variety of needs. Architects began to outline
spaces and make recommendations.
In August, the Library and architects held
three open houses seeking community feedback
on what Library spaces they value most.
Residents from every Shaker neighborhood
participated, with most citing the importance
of the Library’s role in research and lifelong
learning, early literacy and children’s education,
recreational and leisure reading, and for
providing a public space for meetings. The areas
valued most were a children’s space, computer
18 WINTER 2020 | WWW.SHAKER.LIFE

The
Renovation
Design
Team
The challenge for the
design team – all of
whom live in Shaker
– is balancing form
with function within an
existing footprint. For
updates on their efforts
and the construction
progress, visit the
Library’s website.

section, the collection, and quiet areas.
In a clever “common threads” activity at the open houses, residents
were asked to loop yarn around the top three words or phrases that best
answer where they do their best thinking, how they use the Library
most, and what kinds of spaces are important to them. The three most
selected answers – the common threads – were a place to meet friends and
neighbors, quiet study areas, and meeting rooms.
Construction is expected to begin in the summer and is projected
to take 14 months to complete. Turner Construction Company has been
awarded the construction contract for its extensive experience with public
library projects and renovating historic buildings.
The Library will remain open throughout construction, although the
second floor will be closed and meeting rooms will not be available. The hours
of operation in both buildings will not change. Some material will be placed in
storage, but staff will work with other libraries to get what customers need.
As they enter the next phase of the project, the Library Board and
architects will use all the research, including the community feedback, as
a road map to inform the design, which the Library Board will then share
with the community.

Ben Crabtree is the project manager and lead architectural designer for the renovation. Born and raised
in Northwest Ohio, Crabtree earned an advanced degree in architecture at the University of Cincinnati.
After internships on both coasts, he settled in Baltimore before returning to the Midwest.
“I’ve always enjoyed creating, whether that was building Lego structures as a kid or coming up
with a new way to solve a building problem for a client or in my own home. Architecture allows me to
make a career out of that creative outlet and, hopefully, positively impact people’s lives while doing it,”
says Crabtree.
As transplants to Northeast Ohio, Ben and his family were drawn to Shaker’s close-knit
neighborhoods and settled in the Onaway area. “Having this kind of a community as an inner-ring
suburb with such immediate access to downtown is a rare benefit,” Ben says.
Best part of the job? “Libraries, in general, are very rewarding building types to work on because they are such a huge part of the
social fabric in the communities they serve. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to work on my home library with a direct impact on my
family, friends, and neighbors. That, coupled with the fact that we’re restoring a building that is a piece of Shaker history, makes this a very
exciting project.”
Jill Christoff is the lead interior designer for the project. She grew up in Warren and went to Kent State
University where she earned her bachelors in interior design. She moved to New York City to work for an
architecture firm before receiving her master of architecture degree from the University of Notre Dame.
She has spent the last nine years working at Bialosky Cleveland.
“My grandfather was an architect and I’ve always been interested in art, design, and patterning,
she says. I have an undergraduate degree in interior design but was so intrigued about the building
experience as a whole, and creating a unified experience from the outside in, that I went back to school
for my Master of Architecture.”
Shaker’s architecture, neighborhoods, school district, and the trees drew the Christoff family
to Shaker from the west side of Cleveland. Jill is currently a member of the Shaker Square Area
Development Advisory Committee. Having served as an adjunct professor for Interior Design at Kent State University’s
College of Architecture and Environmental Design, she continues to serve as a juror of student work.
Best part of the job? “It’s really incredible to be working on a project that has a direct impact on my community.”
Peggy Lipscomb is writing the specifications to ensure that all materials used in the renovation are
appropriate, safe, and compliant with building codes. Born and raised in Pittsburgh, Lipscomb received
her master of architecture degree from the University of Virginia.
Lipscomb has always enjoyed building things with her hands and studied art in college where she
was a painter. “After college, I worked as a carpenter’s helper for a year and got to experience building
small commercial and residential projects first-hand,” says Lipscomb. “I found that I enjoyed learning
about the complexity of buildings’ components, materials, and systems. A bit of investigation convinced
me that I could best pursue this interest as an architect.”
Lipscomb and her family moved to Shaker many years ago for its walkability, architecture, and
schools. “Our son had a fabulous experience with the Shaker schools, from Boulevard through the SHHS
Class of 2014,” says Lipscomb. Currently, she and her husband and are enjoying their empty nest and spoiling their dog. An avid
reader, Lipscomb visits the Library weekly.
Best part of the job? “The Library has always been a big part of why I love living in Shaker.”
George Pasiadis is a mechanical engineer who will work on the HVAC system upgrade along with
the plumbing design. Pasiadis grew up in Shaker Heights and attended Hawken School. He studied
mechanical engineering and mathematics at Southern Methodist University in Dallas and returned
home after completing his master’s degree in 2012.
He began his career in manufacturing as an engineer and production supervisor before entering
the architectural/engineering field. “In college, I was eager to understand the science and mechanics
behind everything and to work on cross-disciplinary projects. Being an engineer, we constantly solve
problems and create thoughtful and useful designs.”
Pasiadis lived in downtown Cleveland before relocating to Shaker. “It’s been amazing and exciting,
and having the Van Aken District in our area and going almost weekly has been a great addition to our
lives.” Pasiadis is a member of ASHRAE, a professional association to advance HVAC design and constructions, and serves on
the associate board of the Rainbow Babies and Children’s Foundation.
Best part of the job? “My wife and I moved to the Fernway neighborhood almost a year ago, so we are very close to the
Library. I grew up going to the Library as a kid, so it will be great to be part of the renovation.” SL
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People Make
the Difference:
Local History Volunteers

What do two architects, a general
contractor, and a neurobiologist have
in common? They share a love of
history, an interest in blueprints, and
each has helped to uncover Shaker’s
past by volunteering in the Library’s
Local History Room.

Keith Arian, Greydon Petznick,
Christina Moffett, and Richard Cissell
have been scanning, photocopying, and
indexing blueprints of homes in Shaker
Heights from rolls of microfilm, and
adding the information to the Building
Index Card database. According to Local
History Librarian Meghan Hays, “Their
dedicated volunteer work has made the
database easily accessible for Shaker
residents, and has uncovered remarkably
useful and valuable architectural and
historical information.”
So exactly what is on a roll of microfilm? Approximately 100 sets of building
plans, adding up to more than 13,000 sets
of plans on 130 rolls. Each set may include
as few as two pages of drawings for a new
garage, to as many as hundreds of pages for
an apartment building. Most residential
sets of plans are 7-10 pages long.
Keith Arian’s interest in history and
architecture led him to volunteer at the

Stay Informed:
For the latest news and information
about Shaker Heights Public Library,
visit our web site at shakerlibrary.org.
Follow us on Facebook
at ShakerHeightsPublicLibrary
and on Twitter @ShakerLibrary.
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Clockwise from top left: Keith Arian,

Library over a decade ago. For two hours
Christina Moffett, Richard Cissell
every Tuesday evening, he photocopied title
and Greydon Petznick.
pages from rolls of microfilmed blueprints,
creating an index of what was on each roll.
“My favorite part of the project was looking at the blueprints and finding the houses
of neighbors and friends, plus I had the opportunity to see blueprints drawn by the
superstars of Cleveland architecture,” he says. Another interesting fact he discovered
was that up until the early 1960s any alteration to a house had be approved by the Van
Sweringen Company.
Regular volunteering with the Library inspired Arian, already a busy contractor
and owner of Keith Arian Construction, to become more active at the Shaker Historical
Society and Museum, where he joined the board and soon was elected its president. He
passed his scanning torch to architect Greydon Petznick, cofounder of the architectural
firm Cleveland DRAW, who began volunteering in the Local History Room in response to
a call for volunteers in Shaker Life magazine.
“The ad ticked all the boxes for me: libraries, history, and architecture,” says
Petznick, who volunteered Tuesday nights, usually fresh off the Rapid, before heading
home from work downtown. His favorite part of the project was his increasing ability to
recognize the different architects’ styles of drawing, and discovering buildings he had not
known about previously.
As a result of volunteering at the Library, Petznick too began volunteering at the
Shaker Historical Society and Museum, where he joined the board and occasionally leads
Bike Shaker tours.
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June 8 - July 31

Ready, Set, Summer!
Join us for exciting day, sports, adventure,
theater and specialty camps for girls and boys
age 24 months through Grade 12. We have a
range of half- and full-day options as well as
before- and after-camp care.
For more information and to register, visit
LaurelSchool.org/Summer or call 216.455.3065

Dream. Dare. Do.

LYMAN CAMPUS
One Lyman Circle
Shaker Heights, Ohio

BUTLER CAMPUS
7420 Fairmount Road
Russell Township, Ohio

C h e c k o u r w e b s i te fo r c u r re nt h e at i n g sp e c i a l s . . .

4th Annual

FREE Furnace
Giveaway!
Bill
Hann

Enter
to win!
Obtain a nomination form
by calling, or visiting
VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann/.
Entries due by 2/28/20.

216

Retired neurobiologist Professor
Christina Moffett originally volunteered
as one of two dozen Shaker residents who
worked on the Library’s and City’s grantfunded project to digitize the building
index cards.
“Being part of a group that was doing
something positive for the City was very
appealing,” says Moffett. “In addition, our
1927 house had been pretty neglected, so
when we began renovating it we tried to
retrieve past blueprints and permits for
our house. I was chagrined to find there
were none.” (The City did not microfilm
plans for houses built before 1945.) “I
enjoyed meeting and working with people
who were previously unknown to me. We
were all detail-oriented perfectionists
regarding our work, but there was time to
banter and trade Shaker stories.”
When that project was completed,
Moffett stayed on to finish photocopying
the title pages from all 130 rolls of film, a
project that Arian and Petznick had begun.
Moffett and Hays also made a remarkable
discovery: Many sets of blueprints had
been hidden in the microfilm. Renovations
and additions between 1945 and 1995 for
which the City had required the homeowner
to submit plans had been microfilmed, but
their existence had never been noted on
the building cards. It soon became clear
that the microfilm contained a wealth of
previously undiscovered information about
Shaker homes.
As a parting gift, before she moved to
Portland, Oregon to be near her children
and grandchildren, Moffett completed
indexing all the sets of microfilm into the
database.
Shaker resident and architect Richard
Cissell of Cissell Architecture & Design
learned of the need to help scan microfilm
drawings when he visited the Local
History Room looking for the construction
drawings of a client’s home built in 1950.
“I have the flexibility in my schedule
to be able to block out time for it and I
am happy to volunteer,” he says. “One
interesting discovery I made was learning
that the Shaker Police Station was blown
up.” (On February 1, 1970, the Shaker
Heights Police Station was demolished
when an individual blew up the building
with a homemade bomb.)
Local History volunteers have
uncovered both big and small events,
shocking and mundane details, and have
helped to document and preserve Shaker’s
rich architectural history. Their efforts have

Chris
Hann

932-9755

VEHbrothers.com
Bonded • Insured OH LIC #24462

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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@ Shaker Library
made this information more accessible
and searchable on the volunteer-created
database www.shakerbuildings.com.
While technology continues to advance our databases and information management systems, one fact never changes:
People make the difference. Volunteers
willing to share their time and talents are
critical to the Library and our community.

Civically Speaking
In addition to providing all sorts of voting
information, did you know the Library is
also a place where residents can register
to vote all year ‘round? Voter registration
forms are always available at the information desks at both libraries. Residents
can complete and sign them in the Library
and then staff will forward them to the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections. Voters can also get vote-by-mail applications
at either library.
Librarian Stacie Anderson reports
that, “Many new voters register online at
the Cuyahoga Board of Elections website,
but we’re here to help those who are
more comfortable using the paper forms.

With recent purges in the Ohio voter rolls, we can help people check to see if they’re still
registered, and it takes only a few minutes.”
Last September, the Library joined with many other nonpartisan agencies
throughout the country in a National Voter Registration Day. Librarians staffed a table
where visitors could check to see if their registrations were valid and to find out where
they should vote. A number of new voters completed their registrations and were excited
to be eligible to vote.
To add to the promotion, the Library asked visitors to complete the open-ended
sentence, “I vote because….” It was no surprise to find that Shaker community members
vote because it makes them feel like they’re a part of something important. They vote
to show that they care, that they are angry, or hopeful, or excited. Many responses

Not Too Hot. Not Too Cold.
Just Right.

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
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440.337.4166
Family owned & operated for more than 80 years.

www.pkwadsworth.com

included messages to remind us all of the
importance of voting.
“It’s one important way I can help our
society progress and leave a better legacy
for my children.”
“Many, many years ago we didn’t have
this privilege. I consider it an honor to
exercise my right to vote.”
“My vote shapes my child’s future.”
“It’s the best way to bring about
change.”
“I trust and believe in the
Constitution and want to ensure that it
continues to thrive.”
“People died so that I could vote.”
“In the words of the late Stephanie
Tubbs Jones, ‘If you’re not at the table,
you’re on the menu.’”
At least two elections will be held in
2020: the Primary on March 17 with a
voter registration deadline of February 18,
and the General Election on November 3
with a deadline of October 5. In Cuyahoga
County, voters must be 18 by the date
of the General Election, be a U.S. citizen,
have lived in Ohio, and have registered to
vote at least 30 days before the election.
17-year-olds can vote in a Primary Election
if they will be 18 by the General Election.
Voter registrations don’t expire
unless someone fails to vote for six years
or for 12 consecutive elections. Because
mistakes have been made in the past,
voter advocacy groups recommend that
voters check their registration before
each deadline. If they have moved since
they last voted, they should update their
addresses.
Remember: You can only vote
if you are registered, and you can
register anytime at the Library.

to education and healthcare. Every person who isn’t counted
results in the loss of many thousands of dollars for state and
local needs over the next decade.
The census is mandated by law and counts everyone
residing in the country on April 1, 2020, including
immigrants and visitors to the U.S.
The Library will play an important role in the 2020 census
since this will be the first census conducted primarily online.
The Library’s computers will be available for those who want to respond but don’t have
internet access at home. In addition, the Library will host a Census Day on April 1 from 9
am to 9 pm at Main Library and from 1 to 9 pm at Woods Branch, when librarians will be
available to help people complete the census online.

Ranked #1
Best All-Girls High School in Ohio

One of the BEST girls’
schools in the country is
right around the corner
in Shaker Heights.

Get Counted: The 2020 Census
Goes Online and the Library
is Here to Help!
In March, all households across the
country should receive a post card
requesting participation online or by
phone in the decennial census. And on
April 1, you’re invited to Census Day at
the Library where staff can help you fill
out the census online!
Census data have been an
indispensable tool in allocating resources,
justifying new services, and advocating for
funding. It determines everything from
how Congressional boundaries are drawn
to the distribution of federal funds for
everything from transit and public safety

Visit hb.edu to schedule a tour
Middle and Upper School
(grades 5-12)
Parent Open Houses:
Monthly

Infant, Toddler,
Early Childhood and
Primary School
(infants-grade 4)
Open House:
Saturday, January 25
10-11:30 a.m.
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eMagazines:
Read Anytime, Anywhere
Ever wonder what your therapist thinks of you?
Want to learn how to “torch fat” in 10 Minutes?
Need ideas for new ways to redecorate with what
you already have? Looking for the latest gossip
about Hollywood’s most eligible bachelors?
Find all this and more in the many eMagazines
available free at Shaker’s eLibrary using your
library card.
While readers love discovering new eBooks and
audiobooks in their favorite genres, that’s not all
you can read. Reading magazines is a way to keep
up with current events, follow a favorite sports
team, learn new things or, as a guilty pleasure,
skim through the latest gossip. The Library’s
eMagazines are a great source of information and
entertainment, and there’s no subscription fee.
Readers can enjoy multiple digital magazines
through Overdrive or by using the Libby app. Using
your library card, just click to open and read on
your smartphone, tablet, or computer. eMagazines
are listed in categories of lifestyle, technology,
cooking and food, fashion, home and garden, most
popular, and “try something different,” and they
are available for simultaneous use, which means no
waiting lists.

A Harry Potter
Celebration for the Family
More than 20 years ago, the Harry Potter series
took the world by storm. J.K. Rowling’s creation rejuvenated the popularity of children’s
books and became a crossover hit adored
by children and adults. The books combine
mystery and fantasy with great character
development, and it is the only series at
the Library that is shelved in the children, teen, and adult areas.
Harry Potter and his
pals not only reinvigorated
the world of children’s
literature, but also the movie
industry, prompting studios to search
the children’s bestseller lists looking for the next Harry Potter phenomenon.
It has also been lucrative for collectors. Last October a pristine first edition of
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone sold in a telephone bidding war at a
British auction for $57,000.
The Library will honor this modern day classic and its impact on literature
and culture with a Harry Potter Week Celebration, February 2-8, when
both libraries will host a variety of drop-in activities in the children’s area for
all ages. The evening of February 4, adult fans can test their knowledge at a
Harry Potter Trivia Night at Main Library. On February 6, young witches
and wizards in grades K-6 are invited for a Hogwarts Sorting Ceremony and
refreshments at Main Library.

Fy o ui rsen lfd
AT J - D AY C A M P S
THIS SUMMER

• NEW! Fishing
• NEW! Candy Camp
• NEW! Hip Hop
• NEW! Canvas Creations
Registration Opens
December 9!

REGISTER
EARLY
& SAVE!

ANISFIELD DAY CAMP • GRADES K-9
PILLOFF FAMILY PERFORMING ARTS CAMP • GRADES K-9

(216) 593-6249 • daycamps@mandeljcc.org • mandeljcc.org/daycamps
26001 S. Woodland Road, Beachwood
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Mandel
Jewish
Community
Center

Winter Wellness for Teens
According to the American Library Association, today’s young adults make up 25 percent
of all public library users, are second in size only to the Baby Boomers, and are the most
ethnically and racially diverse generation ever. The Library serves this growing population by paying attention to what they want. Teens come to the Library to use computers
to access the internet, to study, do homework, socialize, or just hang out in a neutral
space. The teen areas at both libraries offer that space.
With mounting academic pressures, it’s especially important for teens to find
balance in their busy lives, and to learn coping skills that can help them manage
the larger challenges they will face throughout life. Since the New Year is a time for
reflection and change, the Library will present Winter Wellness for Teens from 3:30-6
pm Wednesday, January 22, in the Main Library Teen Center. Teens can learn holistic
approaches to wellness, including healthy snack options, techniques to manage stress,
and resources for mental health.
To meet the unique needs of the community’s emerging adults, the Library provides
a variety of services. The key to access them is a free library card. Regular cards that
require a parent’s signature are available at the Circulation Desk, or teens can sign up for
a Three for Teens card that doesn’t require a parent’s signature. A library card is the ticket
for access to books, music, and movies which can be borrowed, downloaded, or streamed.
Teen resources to help with academic success include a special collection of
recommended reading for Shaker Middle School students, and access to free online Test
Prep to help boost ACT and SAT scores.
The Library also serves teens by providing the information they need but might not
want to ask for. Resources on difficult-to-discuss issues and take-away pamphlets on a
variety of sensitive teen topics are available in the teen areas of both libraries as well as
in the Teen Center. Through A Safe Space partnership with Bellefaire JCB, youth in crisis
can ask for help at the Library and will be connected to Bellefaire for assistance.

Take
the Library’s
Winter Reading
Challenge
Everyone in the Shaker
community, from children to
adults, is challenged to read
every day during January and
February. Track your time on
shakerlibrary.beanstack.org/reader365.

One Community Reads
This year’s book for Northeast Ohio’s
One Community Reads is Palaces for
the People: How Social Infrastructure Can
Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and
the Decline of Civic Life by Eric Klinenberg.
The phrase “Palaces for the People”
originated from Andrew Carnegie, an
immigrant industrialist who funded 3,000
public libraries in the belief that libraries
would be places where workers could

,
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Camp Wise – Award-Winning Jewish Overnight Camp for Kids Entering Grades 2-12
Experience the adventure of a 40-foot high zip line, the thrill of jet skiing on a private lake, the excitement of
learning to ride a horse, and so much more all while developing self-confidence, independence, and friendships to
last a lifetime. Don’t miss out on summer fun at Camp Wise – call us today!

wisekids@mandeljcc.org • www.campwise.org • (216) 593-6250
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educate themselves and improve their lives.
Klinenberg is the Helen Gould Shepard Professor in the Social Sciences and director
of the Institute for Public Knowledge at New York University. He received his B.A. in
History/Philosophy from Brown University and his M.A. and Ph.D. in sociology from the
University of California, Berkeley.
He is the author of Going Solo,
Heat Wave, Fighting for Air, Climate
Change and the Future of Cities, and
Modern Romance: An Investigation.
In Palaces for the People, Klinenberg
posits that social infrastructure –
physical spaces and organizations
– shape the way people interact, and
he recommends a greater investment
in more of these public spaces that
bring people together. His book was named one of the
best books of the year by NPR and was longlisted for the
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in nonfiction.
Klinenberg will speak at the Ohio Theater the evening
of March 9. The Library will host a book discussion at
2 pm Saturday, March 14 at Woods Branch. Libraries throughout
Northeast Ohio will offer an assortment of programs based on the book. For a complete
schedule of events, visit the website at onecommunityreads.org.

Call for Artists!
The 21st Annual Barbara Luton Art Competition
is open to all visual artists 18 years and older. Accepted art
includes photography, acrylics, oils, watercolors, enamel, graphic,
and fabric art. There is a $30 non-refundable entry fee for up to
two entries. Artwork should be original, two dimensional, and
appropriately framed with a wire attached for hanging.
The winning entry will be purchased for the Library’s
permanent art collection. Prizes include a $200 cash award for first
place, a $100 cash prize for second place, and a $50 cash prize for
third place. All of the art juried in the competition must be for sale
and 15 percent of sales will be donated to
the Barbara Luton Art Fund.
Art application forms are available online and at the Library
service desks. The actual art entries will be accepted from
3-5 pm Friday, March 6 and from noon-4 pm Saturday, March 7
at Main Library. The awards and an opening reception will be held
from 2-3:30 pm Sunday, March 29 at Main Library.
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Welcome New Staff
at Shaker Library
Allison Holley is the Library’s new Teen
Librarian. A native of Racine, Wisconsin,
she can be found in the Teen Center or in
the Children’s
Rooms at both
libraries. While
studying for
her degree in
Spanish and
English, Allison
worked at the
Seeley G. Mudd
Library at Lawrence University
in Appleton,
Wisconsin. She
earned her Master in Library Information
Science from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.
Jeopardy fans might recognize
Allison from her appearance on the
2017 Jeopardy College Tournament. She
was one of only 15 students selected
nationally to compete. She has watched
or played Jeopardy with her family since
she was nine years old. In college, she was
a member of her University’s Quizbowl
team, which won the on-campus trivia
contest. She knows how to find answers to
your questions!
Allison says that the best part
of her job is finding and adding new
items to the collection. Her reading
tastes are varied and she especially
enjoys young adult books, science
fiction, and fantasy. Her favorite book
is Wendy Mass’ coming-of-age novel, A
Mango-Shaped Space about a girl with
synesthesia, whereby a person can see
sounds, smell colors, or taste shapes.
Other favorites include The Fault in Our
Stars by John Green, Mr. Penumbra’s
24-Hour Bookstore by Robin Sloan, and
Afterworlds by Scott Westerfeld.
In her spare time, Allison enjoys
attending musical theater productions,
playing video games, listening to podcasts,
and completing jigsaw puzzles. She
recently moved to Shaker and loves the
community and library. She likes trying
to catch up on her reading list, spending
time with her cat, Pesto, sampling the
cuisine at local restaurants, and, of course,
watching Jeopardy! See page 71 in this issue
of Shaker Life to read about her appearance
on Jeopardy.

Candice Avery is a library assistant
in the Computer Center. She earned
an Associate Degree in 2017 from the
Virginia
Marti College
of Art and
Design in
Applied
Business
in Fashion
Merchandise,
where she
orchestrated
a fashion
show, created
visual
displays for local boutiques and the school,
and received the Presidential Academic
Achievement Award. Candice has worked
in some form of customer service all of
her working life and enjoys helping and
engaging with others.
“I want everyone who comes into the
Computer Center to be glad they came to
me for help,” says Candice. The best part
of her job is making others smile, and she
strives to answer all questions as clearly as
possible; if she can’t find the answers, she
finds someone who can.
Candice’s favorite book is the
Newbery Medal-winning Bridge to
Terabithia by Katherine Paterson.
She also enjoys the Twilight series,
fantasy novels, and any book filled with
“characters with a twist of imagination.”
She is a member of the Library’s
Green Team, a group studying ways to
make the Library a more sustainable
place. She is also a mentor in The Leading
Ladies, Inc., a volunteer organization that
empowers women of all ages, helping
them learn strategies that can lead to the
development of leadership, service, and
social opportunities.
Candice attributes her success to her
mother and role model, Connie Avery,
and Janet Simonovich, a professor at
her college, who encouraged her poetry
writing and fashion design. SL

Summer Ruffing It!
Summer camps for ages 18 months - Grade 8

June 15- July 24, 2020
For more information or to register online please go to
ruffingmontessori.net or 216.321.7571
3380 Fairmount Boulevard / Cleveland Heights, OH

Saint Co.
Jon
Painting Specialists
Quality Decorating for 30 Years
Interior & Exterior
Historical Restoration
Faux Finish & Plaster Repair

Fully Insured / References Available

440-735-1500

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete Tree
Maintenance Program
Certified Arborists
on Staff
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
168’ 35 Ton Crane
75’ Bucket Trucks
Deep Root
Fertilization
24 Hour Emergency
Stump Grinding
Tree Moving

www.vancurentreecare.com
216.932.9901
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Shop local.

shop-shaker.com



13015 Larchmere Blvd.  Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120  216.795.9800

A GOURMET MARKET
l Unique specialty foods
l Imported/domestic cheeses
l Premium wines
WELCOME TO THE BAR
Daily Happy Hour with craft
cocktails, premium wines,
spirits, charcuterie boards
and small bites

FRESH PREPARED FOODS
Enjoy in our Cafe or do
Takeaway Gourmet!
BRUNCH COMING IN MARCH
Sat. & Sun. / 9 am – 3 pm
HOURS
Tues. – Fri. l 10 am – 9 pm
Sat. l 9 am – 9 pm
Sun. l 9 am – 3 pm

20621 Fairmount Boulevard, Shaker Heights, OH 44118
PicnicHillMarketCafe@gmail.com l PicnicHillMarketCafe.com

Shaker-Life-Ad.indd 1

11/5/19 11:03 AM

HAIRCUTS | SHAVES | FACIALS | MASSAGES
MANICURES | PEDICURES | SHOE SHINE
G CLUB MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

10% OFF first visit.

Mention this ad.

20306 Chagrin Blvd., Shaker Heights | www.TheGentlemensCave.com | 216-795-5512
@TheGentlemensCaveLBL
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Café | Catering | Bake Shop | Craft Beer & Wine
Local Foods Market | Carryout & Delivery

Market and Gathering Place

·

3245 Warrensville Road, Shaker Heights 216.283.3663

www.jpistone.com

realfood. realpeople. realclose. realnice.

Winter Sale
in Progress
Up to

70% OFF

GENTLEMAN’S
QUARTERS
European apparel for
men and women since 1969.

FROGS LEGS

“Toad-ly” committed to
accessorizing your wardrobe.
12807 Larchmere Blvd. | Shaker Heights, OH
216.229.7083 | 216.229.4660
Alterations Extra | All Sales Final | Closed Sun & Mon

20085 Chagrin Boulevard
(South side of Shaker Plaza facing
Juma Gallery)

216.230.9224
info@aroundthetableyarns.com

www.aroundthetableyarns.com

Classes | Yarns | Social Table | Project Help

Eat Well... Do Good
Fresh Spices... Unusual Blends
Home Cooking... Healthy Eating
Profits donated to prevent human trafficking
3441 TUTTLE ROAD, STALL #103
VAN AKEN DISTRICT, MARKET HALL, SHAKER HEIGHTS
info@spice-forlife.com 216-644-9290
www.facebook.com/spiceforlifestore

www.spice-forlife.com
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Business is
250
Nearly

The development

of Shaker’s two primary business areas –
the Chagrin-Lee District and the Van Aken District –
began to take shape 20 years ago with the City’s
Strategic Investment Plan. The City’s elected
leadership changed over those two decades, as did
the details of the plan itself, but the overarching
vision remained the same: Transform Shaker’s
commercial areas to reflect the quality of the
established residential districts so that they
become thriving places to do business.
This was a drastic departure from
the City’s century-old template of a
residential-only (or nearly so) Cleveland suburb.
But the changing economic picture demanded it.
And while there is still a lot of work to be done,
the facing infographic tells the tale:
An astonishing 47 new businesses have
opened in Shaker over the past two years,
primarily in the Van Aken District
or Chagrin-Lee District.
In the following pages, we look at five businesses
that have added new dimension to Shaker’s
business landscape – artisanal shops whose
owners take pride in unique
products and services.

businesses operate
in Shaker

47

new businesses have opened
since 2018:

6

Chagrin-Lee
District

1

Larchmere

Van Aken
District

3

Fairmount
Circle

8

are owned
by Shaker
residents
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booming!
Over $600K
in income tax generated by new businesses since 2018

77,654

3,500

followers on Shop Shaker Facebook page

square feet of office space occupied by new businesses since 2018

12
$2M
13
$267K
16

loans and more than

100+

home based businesses in Shaker Heights

financed as a result of the SBA Shaker
Partnership Loan to support business
growth and development since 2015

projects and more than

3,000+

Shop Shaker shopping bags in circulation

in exterior improvements
due to the City’s Storefront
Renovation Program since 2016

Vision Fund Loans awarded, 9 fully paid off since 2011

The Vision Fund Loan provided the Mannik & Smith Group (MSG)
with a loan of $100,000, issued with a 10-year term with amortization
based on employee payroll. “In our first eight months, we returned
48 percent of this loan to the City in our local payroll income tax
payment, and with the continued growth we are enjoying, we
anticipate full pay-down of this debt in less than two years,” says
Mark Smoley PE, senior vice president and principal of MSG.
The $100,000 went to E2G Properties, the company’s landlord at
Tower East, and was used wholly towards buildout of MSG’s office
space on the fifth floor. “Without this loan, we would not have been
able to relocate to our new Class A office space in our preferred
location of Shaker Heights,” says Smoley.

Shaker Heights is a
founding member of

Heights-Hillcrest
Chamber of Commerce,
which was started in 1949

The City
is a designated

Neighborhood Champion
for
Small Business Saturday
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VAN AKEN
AVALON

WINSLOW CT

MILVERTON
CHAGRIN

LEE

CHELTON

LUDGATE

KENYON

LO M O

Chagrin-Lee

ND

HAMPSTEAD

DISTRICT

N

SCOTTSDALE

DINING
3-19 Coffee
A Touch of Italy
Baskin Robbins
Boston Market
East China Restaurant
Georgio’s Oven Fresh Pizza
Heinen’s
Hibachi To Go
Mr. Hero
Papa John’s Pizza
Pizza Hut
Sam Sylk’s Chicken and Fish
Subway

RETAIL
Africa Art
Boost Mobile
Chagrin Wine and Beverage
Cricket Wireless
CVS
Diamond’s Men’s Store
Dollar Tree
Game Stop
Intro
La Belle Femme
Lowry’s Wigs and Accessories
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Metro by T-Mobile
Pet Valu
Rainbow Shops
Shaker Cigar
Shaker Hardware
Shaker Quality Foods
Sherwin-Williams Paint Store
Verizon Wireless
Walgreens

OFFICES / SERVICES
Acme Exterminating
Adelsys
AJ Lewis & Associates
Barbara’s Magic Shop Salon
BMV License Bureau
Brighteyes Childcare Center
Brown Brown Insurance Services
Brown Forward Funeral Home
Buckeye State Credit Union
Budget Car Rental
Budget Dry Cleaners
CarTeCor Design Center
CarTeCor Management
Cilia Lash
Compass Self Storage
Dealership

Discount Dry Cleaners
Dynamic Barbers
Eldridge Tax Services
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
FASS Real Estate Services
Fatu African Hair Braiding
Firestone Complete Auto Care
FullSun Wellness Studio
Dr. Richard Gadson,
General Dentistry
Gomez Shoe and Leather Repair
H&R Block
Huntington Bank
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
Joey’s Jazzy Clips
JTM Nail Salon
Kingsbury Dry Cleaners
Kolorz Nail & Hair Studio
Lee Road Foot Clinic
Lewis Electronics
Loving Cup Academy
Master Marr’s Taekwon-do
New Millennium Salon
Norwood’s Discount
Mufﬂer and Brake
Nu Image Barber
PNC Bank
PP Physique
Precision Orthodontics

Premier Smiles Orthodontics
Process Canine
Protem Homecare
RDL Architects
Refresh Dental
Robin Gorman –
State Farm Insurance
Salon Loft
Salon Place
Shaker Auto Hospital
Shaker Child Enrichment Center
Shaker Consulting
Shaker Heights Animal Hospital
Shaker Just Rite Cleaners
Shell’s Learning Center
Silas Buchanan –
State Farm Insurance
Situations Hair & Nail Studio
Stars of Tomorrow
Stephano & Co
Strive Mental Health and Wellness
Styling Divas
Sunoco Gas Station
The UPS Store
Ubiquitous Design
Urban Recycling and Demolition
Urban Salon Suites

WARRENSVILLE CTR

Van Aken

DISTRICT

Bloc
at
Almar
ALMAR
FARNSLEIGH

HA
LW
TH

KE

OR

WA
L

R

VAN AKEN
A
RT

Market
Hall

RA
PI
D
TR
AN
T

COLTON

HELEN

TUTTLE

FA RNSLEIGH

WARRENSVILLE CTR

MEADE

SI

N

CHAGRIN

District South

DINING
Banter
Brassica
Brew at Juma
Chutney B
Cilantro Taqueria
Craft Collective
Domo Sushi & Yakitori
Donatos Pizza
J. Pistone Market
& Gathering Place
Lucy’s Sweet Surrender
Michael’s Genuine
Mitchell’s Ice Cream
Nature’s Oasis
On the Rise
Pearl Asian Kitchen
Restore Cold Pressed
Rising Star
Saffron Patch
Sawyer’s

Scorpacciata Pasta Co.
Shaker Wines
Subway
Wendy’s

RETAIL
Around the Table Yarns
Bicycle Blvd
Bonobos
CLE Clothing Co.
District Gallery
Double Rainbow
Frames Unlimited
Juma Gallery
Luster Gift Boutique
New Balance
Rite Aid
Room Service
SEE Eyewear
Shinola
Spice for Life
STEM Handmade Soaps

STUMP
The Candy Lady & Kids
Walgreens
Whiskey Grade
Woofgang Bakery
Xhibition

OFFICES / SERVICES
Andrews Colour Atelier
bldc | interior design
Cellular Technology LTD
Chagrin Corporate Center
Christ Episcopal Church
Club Fit, Ltd
Core Life Chiropractic
D. O. Summers
Debra Antolino Interiors
Fussy Cleaners
Gentlemen’s Cave Luxury
Barbershop and Lounge

GrooveRyde
Hair Affair
Hometown Urgent Care
Howard Hanna
Key Bank
Le Chaperon Rouge
Little Gym
Manifest
Ohio Savings Bank
Phenomenal U
PNC Bank
Principle Barber Shop
Sgro’s Barber Shop
Shaker Gardens Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center
Shaker Medical Building
Shaker Rocks Climbing Gym
Sisu Salon
Suburban Pediatrics, Inc.
Tower East
University Hospitals
Management Service Center
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Shoemaker
G O M E Z S H O E R E PA I R

Extraordinaire
By Joe Miller
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Carlos Gomez holds up a tattered pair of women’s high heel sandals.
The leather is frayed, the brown color is faded, and
most of the stitching is gone. The shoes are beyond
repair, but their owner just can’t say goodbye.
“People love their shoes,” Gomez says as he
shows off a nearly identical copy of the same high
heels, polished and beautiful. Usually Gomez can
repair the shoes, but for this job he knew he had to
recreate them from scratch. “It’s not easy to make
everyone happy, but I do my best,” he says. “I never
say no.”
Gomez’s reputation as a skilled cobbler has
brought him a long way from his hometown of
Gualaceo, Ecuador, where he learned his trade
as a boy from his father. Today, at age 50, Gomez
owns three shoe repair shops in the Cleveland area,
including Gomez Shoe Repair located at 16802
Chagrin Boulevard.
Two years ago, Gomez saw an opportunity to
come to Shaker when Al Nola Shoe Repair ended its
54-year run. Gomez initially took over the Al Nola
location on Chagrin Boulevard across from Shaker
Hardware and later moved a couple of doors down.
There’s little indication that the current store
was formerly a restaurant. The front is packed with
shoes, handbags, and luggage for sale. The back of
the shop is filled with hand tools, shoe forms, and
machinery. Gomez, with hands stained by years of
leatherwork, grabs a pair of worn metal pliers. His
father used the very same tool, or pinza in Spanish,
to make shoes when he was a teen. Although he has
machines that stitch leather and nail on shoe soles,
Gomez feels more comfortable relying on his own
dexterity. “In Ecuador, I did everything by hand. All
my life I have done this.”

Gomez is starting
to design and
make shoes of his
own brand. The
elegant high-heel
at right is one of his
handmade shoes.
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ome of his customers believe Gomez can work
miracles. Dr. Shreeniwas Lele, an internist at
University Hospitals, was born in India with a club
foot, which in recent years has threatened his ability
to walk. His own doctors told him he’d soon be in a
wheelchair, but then Dr. Lele found a colleague willing
to design him entirely new shoes and then a shoemaker
– Gomez – with the know-how to make them.
This past August, Dr. Lele took a pair of Gomezadapted shoes to Nepal and, after a helicopter ride,
walked around a base camp at Mt. Everest, about
10,000 feet below the 29,000-foot peak.
“Guess what? I’m not using a wheelchair,” Dr.
Lele says. “The shoes changed my life. Carlos is a
magical guy.”
Diana Khouri, a Shaker Heights-based criminal
lawyer, has suffered from rheumatoid arthritis in her
feet for nearly two decades. For years she had to wear
open sandals because of the severe pain, even in the
dead of winter. “And then my toes would not only be
frozen, but my hose would be wet,” she says.
Medical professionals tried and failed to help
Khouri. Then she found Gomez, who not only designed
permanent inserts for her existing shoes that eased
her pain, but also handbuilt her a pair of stylish black
leather, closed-toe pumps.
Walking in those shoes brought Khouri to tears.
“Even my mom was crying,” Khouri says.
For Gomez, shoes are a family affair. His wife,
Elsa, does the stitching on most of the shoes, and also
repairs and recreates purses and luggage, sometimes
replacing cheap plastic with real leather. His uncle
works in the Shaker store and two of his brothers have
taken over his former shops in downtown Cleveland and
Parma. Gomez’s 70-year-old father occasionally pitches
in during visits from Ecuador, and his 19-year-old son,
Charles, is training to eventually take over the business.
Someday soon, Gomez hopes to have a “Gomez”
branded shoe on the shelves of his Shaker shop.
“This is an art,” he says. “I can create anything with
my fingers.”
To see the array of services available, visit
shoerepairsonline.com and follow them on Facebook.

SL
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STUMP

Home Grown and Hand Thrown
By Sharon Holbrook

|

Photography by Angelo Merendino
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If the bare trees, frozen ground, and the
gray palette of a Shaker winter have you looking for
escape, go no further than the Van Aken District. STUMP, (3398 Tuttle
Road) a sleek, inviting plant store on the central lawn across from
Mitchell’s Ice Cream, has the boost you need right now.
STUMP is nothing like the limp plant section at a big-box store.
For starters, it’s gorgeous. Against serene white walls, a profusion
of green stands out against artisan made, earthy ceramics and
rustic wood tables and shelving. And customers get the kind of
personalized service and unique products that come only with
smaller, local, and more thoughtful stores like STUMP.
It’s no accident that beautiful design is at the forefront of the
STUMP experience. Married founders and owners Brian and Emily
Kellett graduated from Columbus College of Art and Design. After
backgrounds in photography and industrial design, respectively,
they have brought their aesthetic expertise and a passion for plants
to the STUMP stores they’ve opened in the last four years – two in
Columbus, one in Philadelphia, and their newest in Shaker Heights.
Each of the four stores is purposely on the smaller side and
staffed by only two or three highly trained employees. That’s so
employees can serve all kinds of customers well, from the beginner
to the connoisseur. “With everybody that comes in, we try to get a
feeling for things like, do you have plants already? Do you travel a
lot? Do you have a dark house? Do you have a sunroom? We kind of
get a feel for the situation and then try to guide them in the right
direction,” says Emily.
For the just-give-me-something-I-can’t-kill customer, STUMP
employees – typically Bekah Lehman or Myranda Owens in Shaker
– can point them to easy-care plants that thrive on low light and
infrequent watering, or they can offer the basic care instruction for
a plant that needs a little more upkeep. A take-home card for each
plant provides that information as well. STUMP is also happy to
troubleshoot care after purchase.
Experienced plant hobbyists will also find a lot to love. Regulars
have been known to pop in on plant delivery day to check out
and grab the newest unique arrivals. “If you see something that
you like a lot, you probably should get it,” Brian says. “Because if
it’s something unique, we might not get it again for a year or so.”
STUMP’s Instagram (@stumpplants) is also a good way to stay up on
new arrivals.
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The ceramic pots that the plants come in are part of the STUMP
experience. Emily designs some of the pots and others are handmade largely
by Ohio artists in accordance with STUMP’s specifications. The result is a
cohesive but varied selection. Then it’s the customer’s turn to create their own
look: Bring in your own plant, buy a pot, and STUMP will repot it for you for
free. Same deal if it’s your pot from home, and you come in and purchase a
plant. Or mix and match plants and pots within the store – STUMP will help
you with that too. Any way you do it, you’ll be bringing home your own artistic
creation, and a little bit of springtime.
Follow STUMP on Facebook and visit their website at stumpplants.com. SL
Brian and Emily Kellett with
employee Bekah Lehman.

WWW.SHAKER.LIFE | WINTER 2020 41

Made from
Scratch

SAM SYLK’S CHICKEN AND FISH

By Joe Miller
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Busy doesn’t
even begin
to describe

Shaker restaurateur and Cleveland
radio personality Sam Sylk.
Along with his day job as a deejay
on WZAK FM 93.1, the Chicago native
co-hosts a Sunday gospel music show
on another station with his wife and
business partner, Zenobia Sylk. He
also has authored two books, with a
third on its way.
And then there’s the notso-small matter of running the
growing Sam Sylk’s Chicken and Fish
restaurant chain, including the Sylk
family’s original eatery in Shaker
Heights. It’s a job that demands a
hands-on approach.
“I was cooking this Saturday. And
I cooked Thursday,” Sam says during
an early morning tour of the Shaker
location, just before he has to go on
the air. He proudly wears his signature
orange and green baseball cap
featuring the restaurant’s logo.
“When running a business, you’ve
got to do what you’ve got to do,”
he says. “I’ve always had a dream, a
passion to do this.”
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hen the Sylks launched their “home-style” soul food restaurant
in 2015 at 3761 Lee Road (near Scottsdale Boulevard), Sam took
charge of the chicken and seafood breading. Every other day would
find him in the kitchen mixing up his secret blend of spices and cornmeal –
white cornmeal for the perch and shrimp, and yellow cornmeal for the catfish
steaks and roughy. For chicken he uses a flour base.
Zenobia focused on the sides, such as string beans and collard greens
flavored with smoked turkey tails. She also contributed her 90-year-old
grandmother’s mac and cheese recipe. It features nine different cheeses
including – a slight departure from the family formula – smoked gouda. “With
the gouda, it really pops,” she says.
The popularity of those dishes, along with hard work, has spawned three
more restaurants – in South Euclid, Euclid, and Garfield Heights. Altogether,
Sam Sylk’s Chicken and Fish has 43 employees, including several family
members. Their daughter, Latifah, runs the Shaker store, and a cousin recently
came on board as district manager. Even their 10-year-old son, Jeremiah, will
pitch in on weekends when he doesn’t have baseball.
“I want to be known as someone who brought jobs to the community and
built a family legacy,” Sam says.
The Sylks know from experience that the restaurant business isn’t easy.
Before their move to Cleveland in 2013, they gambled on a seafood restaurant
in the tough Chicago market. It didn’t last two years. When the husbandand-wife team decided to take another shot, this time in Shaker Heights, the
naysayers initially wrote them off, pointing out that the location didn’t even
have its own parking.
“I can’t believe how fast it’s grown in five years,” Zenobia says. “Everyone
told us we wouldn’t last.”
Sam can still be found cooking fish on Lee Road, but he doesn’t mix spices
and cornmeal anymore. Sam goes to the kitchen and comes back with a hefty
25-pound bag of breading. With the addition of each new restaurant, the Sylks
realized they needed consistency across the chain. Now their original recipe is
mixed and packaged by a supplier in Cincinnati. Another lesson learned.
“It has to taste the same at every store,” Sam says. Now, plans are in the
works to sell five-pound versions of those same bags in local grocery stores.
Sensing another opportunity, Sam is following up his recent book
about relationships – entitled Is It Them Or Is It Me? – with a book about
entrepreneurship, based on his restaurant experiences. “It will include the
things I’ve learned and the mistakes I’ve made. I have a vision,” he says. “I just
want to see it come to life.”
Visit samsylkchickenandfish.com to see the full menu and follow on
Facebook and Instagram (@samsylkchickenandfish). SL
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“WHEN RUNNING A
BUSINESS, YOU’VE GOT
TO DO WHAT YOU’VE GOT TO
DO. I’VE ALWAYS HAD A DREAM,
A PASSION TO DO THIS.”

Sam and Zenobia Sylk:
Bringing jobs to the
community and building
a family legacy.
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A R O U N D T H E TA B L E YA R N S
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H O M E
S P U N

H A N D
W O R K
By Sharon Holbrook

|

Photography by Angelo Merendino
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I visited

Around the Table Yarns at 20075
Chagrin Boulevard (across from Juma) on a damp, gray
morning, but when I opened the door I felt as if I stepped
into a rainbow. The walls surrounding a long central table
and comfy chairs are hung with a vibrant array of colorful
yarns, exuding a warm feeling of welcome.
That’s no accident, say longtime friends and owners
Beth Billings and Pam Berkson. Around the Table was
conceived not just as a shopping destination for knitters
and crocheters, but also as a place to find community.
Customers are encouraged to sit down at the table with

their needles (and even food they’ve brought
in, if they wish) for as long as they like.
Whenever the shop is open, so is the table.
The connections forged by people
knitting and crocheting together are what
brought Pam and Beth together. They live
on opposite ends of Shaker – Pam in Mercer
and Beth in Boulevard – but they became
friends through a knitting group when their
children were just beginning elementary
school. Now they want to provide that sense
of community to others.

Beth Billings (left) and Pam Berkson
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“O

A ROUN D
THE TABLE
WA S CONCEI V ED
NOT J US T
A S A SHOPPING

nce your kids are of a certain age and you don’t have the
mommy groups, or you’re working full time and you can’t
volunteer at the school, you kind of lose those community
connections with other adults,” says Pam, talking about the period in her
own past when knitting helped her find friendship.
At Around the Table it’s not just young moms (though there are
those). Customers span every age group and “every socioeconomic level,
every color, every race, every culture. That was a goal of ours,” says Pam.
The yarns in the shop are as varied as the customers, ranging from
machine-washable to hand-wash-only, cashmere to acrylic, and $2 to
$80. What you choose all depends on your price point and what you’re
making, whether it’s a baby sweater that might get spit up on or a
luxurious scarf that may become an heirloom.
Regardless of price, the focus is on quality and uniqueness. “We’re
definitely a specialty yarn store, because we carry more than just sort of
the big box types of yarns,” says Beth. “We carry hand-spun, hand-dyed,
kettle-dyed, locally produced, and locally dyed small batch yarns.”
Around the Table also creates and sells its own project kits. A
project might call for expensive yarn in several colors, but instead of the
customer having to purchase all those full skeins at great cost, the shop
breaks down skeins and creates a kit that provides the customer with the
right amount of each color at a more reasonable total cost.
For new customers, or those new to knitting and crocheting,
Pam and Beth recommend stopping in, looking around, and picking
up a schedule of events, which include movie nights, beginner
classes, and more. You can also follow them on Facebook, Instagram
(@aroundthetableyarns), or sign up for their email newsletter at
aroundthetableyarns.com. Any way you reach out, you’re sure to get a
warm welcome. SL

DE S TIN ATION
FOR K NIT TER S
AN D CRO CHE TER S,
BU T AL SO A S
A PL ACE TO FIN D
CO M M UNIT Y.
W HENE V ER THE
SHOP IS OPEN,
SO IS THE TA BLE .
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Handcrafted
to
Perfection
STEM HANDMADE SOAPS

By Sharon Holbrook

|

Photography by Angelo Merendino
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The Market Hall at Van Aken District (3401 Tuttle Road) is
a feast of aromas, a pleasant mix of coffee, spices, baked goods, and savory
goodies. But perhaps the best smells of all are at STEM Handmade Soaps,
where you can sniff (and buy) soaps and body products in scents from airy
lavender to earthy patchouli.
The cozy shop is the second STEM location for founders and owners
Steve Meka and Dave Willett. Their first store, which just celebrated its sixth
anniversary and is located in their hometown of Lakewood, also houses their
soap-making facility.
In light of Steve and Dave’s decades-long careers at American Greetings
(Steve) and Famous Footwear (Dave), soap-making is perhaps a bit of a surprising
turn. While they were still both working in the corporate world, a visit to a
farmer’s market soap stand inspired Steve to try his hand at it. Returning to his
roots – he’d earned a degree in biochemistry long before his corporate career –
he began to experiment with oils and other ingredients in search of the perfect
soap. About 15 lucky friends got these early products and provided feedback.
“After about a year and a half, I felt like I had the perfect bar of soap. And
I was done. Kinda scratched that side of my brain, and I was done,” says Steve.
But if Steve was ready to move on from his new hobby, his customers weren’t.
“The people that were getting soap every month said, ‘Hey, I want to give
some soap to my friends for holiday; can you make me some?’ And I said sure.
Then their friends would call and say, ‘I want some more of that soap.’”
That’s when Steve and Dave decided to start a website. They quickly
expanded into more and more products due to customer demand. “People were
extremely passionate about the fact that it was all-natural,” says Steve. “So they
said, do you make an all-natural lotion? And we said, no, but we could. So we
developed an all-natural lotion.” The product line continued to grow, and Steve
and Dave outgrew making products in the basement of their home. They decided
to leave behind their corporate jobs and devote themselves full-time to STEM (and
to their two basset hounds, who also happen to bathe in STEM products).
Their product line continues to grow and now includes gift sets, bath
bombs, shampoo bars, and much more. What hasn’t changed is that
everything is still entirely all-natural and entirely handmade – and while they
have employees to help, Dave and Steve still put in many hours making and
packaging the products.
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STEM’S Steve Meka

If you’ve not yet experienced STEM,
stop by the Van Aken store and sniff the
soap – still STEM’s bestselling product –
and see which scents call to you. Don’t miss
the small sink in the center of the store
where there are several scented sugar
scrubs to try on your hands. (I chose lemon
verbena, and I couldn’t help but take a
whiff every so often for the next couple
of hours.) STEM also runs demonstrations
on the Market Hall stage as well as private
soap-making classes. To keep up on all the
happenings, customers can follow STEM on
Facebook and Instagram (@stemsoaps) or
sign up for the monthly STEM newsletter
at stemsoaps.com. SL
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Photography by Jason Miller
Interview by Jennifer Proe

Who: Joe Comar
Where: Malvern neighborhood
Business: Manager of Civil/Municipal Engineering for The Mannik & Smith
Group (MSG), located at Chagrin Boulevard and Warrensville Center Road in
Tower East. MSG offers a full array of engineering consulting services for both
the public and private sectors. The company has offices in Ohio and Michigan.
Mission: Above all, to be trustworthy with a service mindset and positive
attitude. We believe that taking an ownership approach to challenges is the key to
developing successful outcomes.
What I Love About My Work: I especially enjoy the process of building
and developing a sustainable infrastructure to enhance the experience of those
who live within it. Part of that process also includes building up the people you
work with. Everything we do is a reflection of us. It’s a privilege to help people
uncover and tap their strengths, enabling them to reach their full potential.
Personal Background: I grew up in Okemos, Michigan and graduated
from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy with a degree in Civil Engineering. After
graduation I reported aboard the USCG Cutter Valiant in Miami Beach, and
was involved in search-and-rescue and counter-narcotic operations in the
Caribbean. ¶ Since then, I have served in a variety of civil engineering and
facility management roles, most recently as executive officer of the Coast
Guard Civil Engineering Unit located in downtown Cleveland. My wife
Kathryn and I have five children – three girls and two boys, ages 2-14.
On Working and Living in Shaker Heights: This is an outstanding
environment to grow in as family. It truly supports an optimum work-life
balance. We really enjoy the proximity and access to all of Shaker’s amenities.
The people of Shaker are the heart of the community and it seems that around
every corner there is something new to learn and discover.
¶ We love the fact that Shaker is so walkable. We enjoy walking as a family
through all the parks and streets of Shaker, taking in all of the stunning
architecture and beautiful scenery. We invariably bump into our friends and
neighbors who are doing the same thing, which adds to the fun and keeps us
connected with them as well. It’s great to have St. Dominic Parish, where we
belong, practically outside our front door. ¶ Our favorites restaurants include
all the new Van Aken District restaurants. We also love J. Pistone for lunch and
Juma for coffee. The perfect weekend outing for our family would include a jog
around Horseshoe Lake, taking the Green Line downtown for a sporting event
(go Browns/Cavs/Indians!) followed by Mass and donut Sunday
at St. Dominic.
Contact:
The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc.
20600 Chagrin Boulevard
Suite 500, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122
P: 216-378-1490 x 8002 SL
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IT’S
ENROLLMENT
TIME FOR

SUMMER
CAMPS

Enriching ]
Young
Lives

Cleveland City Dance invites students
ages 3 and up to develop confidence,
poise, technique, and friendships in
camps and classes led by experienced
teachers. Beginning-through-advanced
programs are available. Two-week sessions
run June 8-19; five-week sessions run from
July 6-August 8. Camps for ages 3-8 include
Sleeping Beauty, Peter & the Wolf, Carnival
of the Animals, and more; for ages 8 and
older, there’s ballet, pointe, jazz, modern,
choreography, and more. Extended day
option at no additional charge during
the five-week session. For more
information, call 216-295-2222 or visit
clevelandcitydance.com/summer.html.

]

Early Childhood Enrichment Center
at Shaker Family Center offers full-

time Summer School Age Camp, which
spans the 11 weeks that Shaker Schools are
not in session. The camp is open to children
ages 6-8 and includes swimming lessons at
Thornton Park, nature activities, and field
trips. For information, contact ECEC at
216-991-9761.

]

Hathaway Brown School offers a
variety of sports, specialty, theatre,
and day camps for boys and girls all
summer long. Boys and girls ages 3-4 can
participate in Broad Horizons for Beginners,
girls entering grades K-5 can experience the
traditional Broad Horizons day camp, and
the school offers Broader Horizons for girls
entering grades 6-8. A wide array of unique
specialty programming and academic
courses also is available all summer long.
Call Siva Grossman at 216-320-8085
for flexible scheduling details or visit
hb.edu/summer to learn more and register.
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]

Laurel School offers a wide
range of opportunities for girls
and boys age 2 through grade 12.
Camps are held in Shaker Heights and
on Laurel’s 150-acre Butler campus
in Russell Township and run June
8-July 31. Sign up for day camp or
select from a specialty camp, including
art, theatre, sports, adventure,
academic, and STEM. In Butler’s vast
outdoor classroom, campers have the
opportunity to immerse themselves
in the natural world and challenge
themselves on an extensive 15-element
Project Adventure Ropes Course. Get
details or register at laurelschool.org/
summer or call 216-455-3065.

]

Master Marr’s Taekwon-do
Summer Camp is a great way for

beginners to kick-start their
training and for experienced martial
artists to hone their skills. Choose
from three sessions for ages 5-14:
June 15-19, July 13-17, and
August 10-14, 9 am to 3 pm (half-day
option is available for younger kids).
Every day includes a Taekwon-do
class, age-appropriate conditioning,
challenging games, as well as free play
inside and out. Each week concludes
with a demonstration for family and
friends. For more information or to
register, call 216-921-KICK (5425) or
email marrtkd@gmail.com. Learn more
about Master Marr’s at marrtkd.com.

]

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes

offers weekly camps with an
outdoor adventure or nature theme.
Half- and full-day camps are available
for children ages 3 1/2-14. Week-long
adventure camps are available for
ages 11-14, where campers explore
the variety of outdoor recreation and
adventure activities that Northeast
Ohio has to offer. Camps run June
15 -August 14. Registration begins
January 14. For more information, call
216-321-5935 or visit shakerlakes.org.

]

Story Forum Summer
Experience 2020 offers full

day, weekly programming
June 8-August 14 for children entering
grades K-8. Using the vehicle of
storytelling, children explore
relationships and develop problemsolving skills in a safe and supportive
environment. Activities address
the needs of mind and body.
Contact Susan Reese at 216-870-1012
or info@storyforum.org for more
information. Register at
storyforum.org.

]

Shaker Heights City School
District offers Summer

Exploration, Learning and Fun
(SELF), which provides an array of
summer program options for students
grades K-12 in the District. Students
can enroll in programs that focus on
the arts, STEM, global languages,
and skill, career, and personal
development. All programs offer
a robust curriculum that aligns to
literacy and math learning standards.
The program runs in June and July.
Online registration begins in February.
For more information, please visit
shaker.org/self.

]

Shaker Heights Recreation
Department offers a variety of

camps for children grades K-8.
Camps are available for half days and full
days with optional before- and after-care
every week. Camps are held at a variety
of locations from Woodbury to Shaker
Middle School and Mercer Elementary
School. Whether your child is interested in
sports, looking for an adventure, or wants
to try something new, Shaker Recreation
has something to meet his or her needs.
Camp registration began January 2.
Space is limited for some camps,
so please register early. The complete
camp listing is included in the winter
program catalog, which was mailed to your
home. Camps begin the week of June 8.
For more information, visit
shakeronline.com/150/Parks-Recreation.

]

The Shaker Historical Society offers

students in grades 5-9 the opportunity
to roll up their sleeves and take part in
an archeological dig, while learning about
the history of the North Union Shakers
and the development of Shaker Heights.
Shaker Dig 6 Camp runs June 22-26,
10 am-3 pm. For more information, call
216-921-1201 or visit shakerhistory.org.

]

Shaker Rocks offers one-week indoor

rock climbing camps for children
grades 1-8. Kids who have energy to
burn will have fun-filled days packed with
top rope climbing, bouldering, slacklining,
team-building games, and much more.
New climbers will learn the fundamental
skills of climbing while experienced
climbers can take their abilities to the
next level on more challenging terrain.
Camps are half-day, full-day, or extended
day. June 15 - August 14. No camp
week of June 29. Register at
shakerrocksclimbing.com/kids-students/
camps. For more information email
info@shakerrocksclimbing.com.

]

The Little Gym of Shaker Heights

offers gymnastics camps for
boys and girls ages 3-9. Camps run
June 8-August 21. Each camp day includes
exciting, creative adventures where kids
will exercise their muscles, imaginations,
and cooperation skills. Flexible schedules
allow parents to customize a child’s
camp days to fit their needs. For more
information, visit tlgshakerheightsoh.com
or call 216-752-9049.

]

University School offers pre-K to

grade 12 co-ed and all-boys summer
day camps, sports camps, and
enrichment classes. Held at the Shaker
Heights and Hunting Valley campuses,
US camps are led by experienced faculty
and coaches. From football and lacrosse;
to day camp and debate camp; to science,
engineering, and design camps; there
is something for all ages and interests.
Camps are held in June, July, and August.
Lengths vary. For more information,
email summer@us.edu SL
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The
Three
I’s:
Inquiry,
Innovation
and Imagination
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Shaker Heights
Schools’ i3 Initiative
develops students’
entrepreneurial
skills by pairing
technology with
opportunities to
problem-solve and
think critically.
By Jennifer Kuhel
Photography by Jason Miller
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Do a Google search

on whether entrepreneurs are born or
made and you’ll get a list of magazine
articles and scholarly research that
consider the merits of one or both.
But for Shaker Heights Schools, the
matter isn’t up for debate: The District
has placed a premium on ensuring
that students have opportunities
to develop their entrepreneurial
skills, regardless of whether they
plan to be the next Bill Gates. That
means developing critical thinking
skills, encouraging students to think
creatively, building problem-solving
skills, and working collaboratively.
“There’s so much research that
shows that the jobs we have today are
not going to exist when the students
we have today are entering the
workforce,” says Lauren Priestley, the
District’s Curriculum and Instruction
Technology specialist. “We’re at a time
now where education is moving less
toward memorizing and learning what
already exists; there’s more emphasis
on students creating the processes
and solutions for problems that
interest them.”
The District believes the
powerful combination of its PreK12 International Baccalaureate
Programme along with its new
i3 Initiative – which provides
students with more design learning
experiences, accessibility to today’s
leading technology and tools, as well
as a Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Math (STEAM) curriculum
– will prove to be beneficial to all
students in the years ahead.
“The goal is to have i3 touch
every student and to find multiple
ways to engage them in these
opportunities,” says Holly Coughlin,
executive director of the Shaker
Schools Foundation, the District’s
primary funding partner for i3. The
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DJ Washington, in the Woodbury Makerspace, with the button maker. Photo courtesy of Jen Kuhel

District and the Foundation together have granted nearly $437,000 to support
projects at all levels within the District. The funding has been responsible for the
construction of a new makerspace at Woodbury Elementary School, STEAMrelated professional learning opportunities for staff at the elementary schools
and Shaker Heights Middle School and, at Shaker Heights High School, new
state-of-the-art equipment in arts classrooms, as well as a new advanced robotics
and manufacturing course.

Sparking Entrepreneurial Skills
Shaker Heights Schools students in all grades have multiple entry points for developing
their entrepreneurial and problem-solving skills, thanks to IB and i3.
This year at Woodbury, for example, students can visit the library’s new
Makerspace during recess or after school, where they have the option to build with
LEGOs, program and control a Sphero robot, or code a path for a small Ozobot
robot. Woodbury students also participate in a special design class once every
five days that focuses on the elements of digital design and product design. In
this class, students use the design cycle to analyze challenges, develop and create
feasible design solutions, and evaluate prototypes, products and systems.
But not all learning tools that cultivate entrepreneurial skills are necessarily as
high-tech as a robotics kit. For Woodbury sixth-grade student DJ Washington, an
encounter with the school’s new pinback button-maker (also purchased with grant
money from the Innovation Fund), was the gadget that got his creativity flowing.
DJ recalls the day that his art teacher, Deanna Clemente-Milne, asked him
to stop by her art room after school. “I thought she was going to have me do
something with clay,” he admits.

Instead, Clemente-Milne produced
the pinback button maker, the kind that
makes round buttons students typically
pin to jackets, backpacks, and lunch
bags. She asked him if he’d like to help
her make some. DJ got to work and the
very first button he created had a simple
message on it: We are strong as one.
“I liked the message because
it was something that worked for
everyone,” says DJ. “You could give
it to a staff member, you could give it
to a friend, you could give it to your
mom. Because everything you do in
life, you have to do as one team.”
A few buttons later, DJ had another
idea. He asked Clemente-Milne if
he could make buttons to sell at the
Woodbury WPBS store, a lunchtime
store that sells prizes in exchange for
tickets students earn by displaying
positive behaviors. Clemente-Milne
loved the idea, and, in fact, it was
precisely what the Woodbury i3 team
had hoped would happen.
“We wanted to get the button
maker because it’s an accessible
entry point for kids to test their
entrepreneurial skills,” says Woodbury
Librarian Rob Kaminski. Kaminski is also
part of the team that leads the school’s
new Makerspace. “It’s something that
kids can pick up on pretty easily and,
if they connect the dots on what’s
possible when they make a button, then
they can go even further.”
In DJ’s case, he created a
Google Slides presentation and
shared his idea with the Woodbury
WPBS committee (an “all grown ups”
committee, he notes). He explained
his idea, shared his pricing structure,
did a product demo, and earned the
green light to move his idea forward.
Today, DJ says he’s more than a
student. “I’m an entrepreneur,” he
says proudly. “That means that I’m
a risk-taker, but I’m also a thinker, a
communicator, and I’m responsible.”

Grace McCormack works on a Huion tablet in her Digital Multimedia class.

The Tools for Today
and Tomorrow
This year, thanks to i3 investments in advanced art equipment at Shaker
Heights High School – specifically Huion Tablets, camera and video
equipment, and a programmable sewing and embroidery machine – students
in digital design and portfolio classes say they now have the classroom
experiences and industry-standard tools that will give them the skills they
need to compete in the workforce.
“The emphasis on entrepreneurial skills is very serious now,” says High School
Digital Design Teacher Keaf Holliday. “We’re trying to teach kids that if they can
start honing in on their graphic and digital design skills here, then they’ll be one
step ahead of everyone else.”
Shaker Heights High School junior and Digital Design student Abigail Walicke
took Holliday’s advice to heart. Last year, during Holliday’s unit on branding, in which
students have the opportunity to redesign logos and branding materials for local
businesses, Walicke worked with a local yoga studio.
“It was great to have this experience where I met with the owner and she
told me what colors she liked and what design elements she wanted,” Walicke
remembers. “I was able to learn more about what it’s like to design for a client and
what that process would be like in the real world. I’m literally learning in class and
getting work experience at the same time.”
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And this year, Holliday’s room
has been outfitted with 25 new Huion
tablets, which enable students to draw
directly onto a monitor and see their
designs as though they were drawing
on paper. Previously students drew
on a tablet that displayed their work
on a screen, something that took
some getting used to and could be
cumbersome.
“These tablets enable us to work
on the same equipment we’d be
working on if we were out in the world
right now,” says Shaker Heights High
School senior and award-winning
art student Grace McCormack. “The
graphic design program here has been
very clear about being as industrystandard as possible and now, with
these tablets and all of our illustration
and animation software, we’re there.”
This year, Grace used the Huion
Tablets to design a set of printable
stickers featuring Corgo, an illustrated
Welsh Corgi character she created.
And now that her designs have been
captured with better technology, she’s
been exploring copyright options and
building out a website so that she
could sell items with the Corgo image.
Seniors Louise Spadoni, Rachel
Raddock, and Lane Murray say that
the new sewing and embroidering
machine dovetails well with their IB
Diploma Programme Community
Service Project, CyCLE Clothing, a
nonprofit upcycled clothing business.
The trio inherited the business
from recent graduates who had been
reselling thrifted clothing. But they
took the idea one step further: They’re
using the new sewing and embroidery
machine to embellish or alter thrifted
items, making them one-of-a-kind
before a resale, and they donate 100%
of their proceeds to charity. Previously,
Louise had been doing most of the
stitching and embroidery by hand.
“This is so much faster and you can
make nearly perfect designs so that it
looks like something you could buy in
the store,” she says.

(Above, left to right) Lane Murray, Louise
Spadoni and Rachel Raddock purchase
clothing from thrift stores, embellish
them with this special sewing machine,
and resell the items for their business,
CyCLE Clothing. One hundred percent
of the profits go to charity. (Left) An
embroidery detail on one of Louise
Spadoni’s designs.

Skills for the Future
Perhaps the biggest champion for the District’s i3 Initiative is a group of more
than 30 community members and local business leaders who serve as members
of the i3 community advisory council. Among them is Heather Stefanski, a Shaker
Heights High School graduate who returned to Shaker Heights from California in
2018 with her husband, Ben, who is also a Shaker Heights High School alum, and
their two teen-aged sons, Ben and Luke.
In California, Stefanski’s eldest son Ben had been enrolled in an engineering
academy, where much of his learning was project-based and collaborative. The
couple intentionally enrolled Ben in that school, as Stefanski knew from her
graduate work in business and education at Stanford University that the skills
he would gain at the engineering academy were the skills he would need in the
future. She saw the positive impact that learning environment had on her son
and began to work with the i3 Initiative to incorporate elements of her son’s
experiences here.
“This is a big shift for Shaker, but it’s an exciting shift. And we need to keep
developing this path for kids who want to build and invent and create just as much
as we develop a path for kids who want to go a more traditional route,” Stefanski
says. “If we can pull all of this off, then Shaker can truly be cutting edge.” SL

SHAKER
SCHOOLS
Foundation

To learn more about projects and programs supported by
the Shaker Schools Foundation or to donate to the Innovation
Fund online, visit: https://shakerschoolsfoundation.org

COMMITTED TO OUR STUDENTS,
OUR COMMUNITY, OUR FUTURE
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JANUARY 2020

Venture
Out

1/5

2-3:30 pm Sunday
A Long and Winding Phone
Music journalist Helen Marketti shares stories and anecdotes from her
memorable telephone interviews with famous musicians and
TV personalities.
Shaker Library
16500 Van Aken Boulevard
216-991-2030 or shakerlibrary.org

1/10, 17, 31
7-9:45 pm Friday

Friday Night Skate
Glide into fun at Friday Night Skate with a live DJ. Times and dates subject
to change. Public skating admission rates apply.
Thornton Park
3301 Warrensville Center Road
216-491-1295 or shakeronline.com
Information in Venture Out is compiled well in advance of publication.
Use the contact information in the listings to confirm dates and times, or
visit the City calendar at shakeronline.com.

What sets us apart?
With purposely small class sizes and a faithfilled, supportive environment, St. Dominic
students are inspired to lead in academics, in
worship, in service, and in friendship.
We invite you to come, walk our halls, meet
our teachers and students, and witness for
yourself what makes St. Dominic School a
place where leaders are born.
Join us for Open House, visit our website,
or call 216.561.4400.

OPEN HOUSE | GRADES K-8
Sun., January 26 | 12 – 2pm
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3455 NORWOOD ROAD
SHAKER HEIGHTS, OHIO 44122
WWW.STDOMINICSCHOOL.NET

1/11

10 am-noon Saturday
Build a Bird Feeder Workshop
Visit the Nature Center for this family
friendly workshop to learn about our local
birds and take home a build-it-yourself
bird feeder. Learn about birdseed options
to help your yard become part of a healthy
habitat. Tools, materials, and guidance are
provided. $40 per bird feeder.
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
216-321-5935 or shakerlakes.org

1/18

2-4 pm Saturday
Medical Marijuana
Join educators from Ohio Marijuana Card
as they discuss the facts about Ohio’s
Medical Marijuana Program. Learn about
treatment options and how to navigate the
patient registry process.
Shaker Library
16500 Van Aken Boulevard
216-991-2030 or shakerlibrary.org

1/23

5:30-7:30 pm Thursday
Artist Reception: Steve Cagan
Meet the artist and enjoy his exhibit Art on
View: Bird Portraits. His unusual black-andwhite images feature birds without
facial features.
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
216-321-5935 or shakerlakes.org

1/24

6:30-8 pm Friday
Family Fireside Night
Bundle up and take to the outdoors to
search for animals in their winter habitats.
Then come indoors to unearth prehistoric
creatures through hands-on crafts and
activities. Hot chocolate and snacks will be
provided. $5/person; or $25/family up to 6.
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
216-321-5935 or shakerlakes.org
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Venture Out

1/26

3-5 pm Sunday
Annual Meeting
Learn about the goals and plans for the
Shaker Historical Society in 2020 and
review accomplishments from 2019.
Shaker Historical Society and Museum
16740 South Park Boulevard
216-921-1201or shakerhistoricalsociety.org

FEBRUARY 2020

2/2

2:30-4 pm Sunday
Rock & Roll History:
The Cleveland Connection
Explore a brief history of Cleveland’s influence on rock & roll music from the 1950s
to the present, including music venues,
Northeast Ohio bands, and the Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame.
Shaker Library
16500 Van Aken Boulevard
216-991-2030 or shakerlibrary.org

Stoney Ridge
Masonry LLC
Stone Patios & Pool Decks
Outdoor Kitchens & Firepits
Indoor & Outdoor Fireplaces
Brick & Stone Veneer
Foundations & Chimneys
Matthew Burkholder

440 321-1084 • 440 636-5554
17000 Mayfield Rd., Huntsburg, OH 44046

When
planning
RESTORE
renovation,
YOUR

WHY
WINDOWS
RESTORE
at a fraction
of
REPLACE? your
beautiful
the
cost!
windows and
“My
windows
SAVE
money!
call for a
free estimate
( 216 )

321-7729

work great, and I

“My windows work great,
saved thousands.”
and I saved thousands.”
– Sarah
M.,M.,
— Sara
Daleford
Rd. Rd.
Daleford

MJM Window Restoration
mjmwindowrestoration.com
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2/7, 14,
21 and 28
7-9:45 pm Friday

Friday Night Skate
Glide into fun at Friday Night Skate with a
live DJ. Times and dates subject to change.
Public skating admission rates apply.
Thornton Park
3301 Warrensville Center Road
216-491-1295 or shakeronline.com

2/12

12:30- 2 pm Wednesday
Valentine Luncheon
Join your friends for this annual luncheon
for adults 50+ featuring great entertainment and delicious food. Register by Friday,
February 7, as space is limited. $9/person.
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community Bldg.
3450 Lee Road
216-491-1360 or shakeronline.com

ShakeRecycles Mobile App Discontinued
Effective January, the City will no longer offer the ShakeRecycles mobile app. The decision to
eliminate ShakeRecycles was made because the City’s new website can provide most of the features
offered by the app. In addition, changes to recycling guidelines have made the Waste Wizard feature
on the app obsolete.
Here’s where to find the features previously provided
by ShakeRecycles:
Reminders: Reminders for trash delays and recycling events
will be published in City ENews (bit.ly/sh-enews), on the City’s
website, and on the City’s social media channels.
Collection Calendar: Visit Trash-Pick Up Schedule on the City’s
website (bit.ly/sh-trash-schedule) to find your collection day.
Missed Trash Pick-Up: Email Public Works at public.works@
shakeronline.com to report a missed trash collection or call
216-491-1490.
Waste Wizard: For questions about recycling, please use the
“What do I do with?” database at CuyahogaRecycles.org. This
database is maintained by the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste
District and provides the most up-to-date information. SL

WHERE YOUNG WOMEN LEARN TO

CHANGE THE WORLD
The only all-girls’ school in Northeast Ohio
to offer the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme.

OPEN HOUSE
 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29

5:30 PM – 7 PM

 To register, call 216.325.1661 or go online to

beaumontschool.org/openhouses

3301 North Park Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.325.1661 I
Beaumontschool.org

A Catholic school in the Ursuline tradition educating women
for life, leadership and service.
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Venture Out

2/13

6-8 pm Thursday
Debbie Weinkamer as Lucretia Garfield
Learn from the head docent at Hollycroft,
the presidential home of James Garfield,
about Lucretia Garfield. Weinkamer will
appear in period costume and transport
you back to life in 19th century Cleveland.
$10/general admission; $5/SHS members.
Shaker Historical Society and Museum
16740 South Park Boulevard
216-921-1201 or
shakerhistoricalsociety.org

2/13

7-8 pm Thursday
Tonya Bolden, author of We Are Not Yet
Equal: Understanding Our Racial Divide
Bolden will speak about some of the
techniques designed to limit progress in the
black community. Following her talk, books
will be available for sale and signing.
Shaker Library
16500 Van Aken Boulevard
216-991-2030 or shakerlibrary.org

2/28

6-8 pm Friday

S PECIALIZING

IN
H EIGHTS REAL ESTATE SINCE 1984 .
P ERSONALIZED S ERVICE …
P ROVEN R ESULTS .

lizschorgl@howardhanna.com
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Exclusion and Inclusion: The African
American Story of Shaker Heights
Join the Shaker Historical Society for a new
exhibit that explores the African American
story in Shaker Heights. This exhibit will
be on display through July 2. $10/general
admission; $5/SHS members.
.
Shaker Historical Society and Museum
16740 South Park Boulevard
216-921-1201 or
shakerhistoricalsociety.org

2/29

8 am-noon Saturday
Pancake Breakfast with the Birds
Dig in to a yummy all-you-can-can-eat
breakfast of pancakes, sausage, applesauce,
juice, and coffee. There will be guided
hikes, crafts, and bird-related activities.
Co-sponsored by the Rotary Club of Shaker
Heights. $9/adults, $5/children ages 4-10,
children 3 and under/free.
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
216-321-5935 or shakerlakes.org

MARCH 2020

3/6, 13, 20
7-9:45 pm Friday

Friday Night Skates
Glide into fun at Friday Night Skate with a
live DJ. Times and dates subject to change.
Public skating admission rates apply.

For families with boys ages 3½ - 6

Thornton Park
3301 Warrensville Center Road
216-491-1295 or shakeronline.com

Come and let your imagination explode
at University School! Unlock a morning

3/7

of creative play and explore the world

7 pm-midnight Saturday

of gizmos & gadgets. The only limit is

A Night for the Red & White
The entire community comes together
at this annual gala event in support of the
Shaker Schools. Enjoy dinner, dancing, a
silent auction, and student performances
at the 28th annual party with a purpose,
which provides enrichment for all
Shaker students, with a particular focus on
STEAM (science, technology, engineering,
arts and math). To purchase tickets
and for more information, visit shakerschoolsfoundation.org/events.

your imagination!

choose your session:
· Saturday, January 11th 8:30 am 10:00 am
· Saturday, April 4th

register today! www.us.edu/visit

Hilton Cleveland Downtown
100 Lakeside Avenue
216-295-4319 or verderber_e@shaker.org

3/13

6-8 pm Friday
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Shaker Historical Society
16740 South Park Boulevard
216-921-1201 or
shakerhistoricalsociety.org

Call us at

216-529-0360
for a Free
Consultation!
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Lissauer Gallery Opening Reception
Join the Shaker Historical Society for a free
opening reception for its March artist.

Quality
Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !
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Venture Out

SUMMER
OU T D O OR
ADVENTURE
CAMP

3/14

9 am Saturday
27th Annual 3-on-3
Basketball Tournament
Sponsored by the Shaker Heights Youth
Center, the tournament is open to all youth
in grades 4 to 12. Put together your own
team of 3 or 4 players (boys, girls, or co-ed).
Each player will receive a 3-on-3 t-shirt.
First and second place trophies will be
awarded in each age/grade division.
$24/team. Download an entry form from
the website or call the Youth Center.
Deadline for registering is 9 pm Monday,
March 9.

LESS SCREEN
MORE NATURE
JUNE 15–AUGUST 13
Spend Summer Outdoors: Learning, Exploring, Immersed in Nature
Public registration opens January 6. Camp sessions often sell out!
Full day camps for children K to 9 and half-day camps for ages 3½ to 5
Off-site field trips vary by week, including:
archery, rock climbing and water sport activities
Limited scholarships available
2600 South Park Blvd, Shaker Heights, OH 44120
216.321.5935 • naturecenter@shakerlakes.org

We are
Proud of
Shaker’s
Students!

S H A K E R L A K E S .O R G

Nineteen members of the Shaker Heights High
School Class of 2020 have been named Semifinalists and Commended Students in the National Merit
Scholarship Program.
National Merit Semifinalists:
Delaney Fedewa

Kevin Jiang

Alison Lupton

Max Feinleib

Jackson Lang

Hannah Shane
Katherine Stewart

Evan Grossman-McKee Brian Love

National Merit Commended Students:

Shaker Heights
Teachers’
Association

Leah Albers

Margaret Perry

Lucas DeLima

Rachel Raddock

Grant Glasser

Matthew Schiavone

Molly Harper

Joshua Shankman

Alexander Lee

Ella Ustin

These scholastically talented seniors are considered
top candidates for admission to the most selective
colleges.
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Shaker Heights Middle School Gym
20600 Shaker Boulevard
216-752-9292 or
shakerheightsyouthcenter.org

3/19, 20 & 21

7 pm Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
Rent
SHHS students present the 1996
Tony-award winning rock musical by
Jonathan Larson. Based loosely on Puccini’s
La Bohème, the musical follows a year in
the life of a group of impoverished young
artists and musicians struggling to survive
and create in New York’s Lower East Side,
under the shadow of HIV/AIDS. For tickets,
go to shaker.tix.com.
Shaker Heights High School
Large Auditorium
15911 Aldersyde Drive
2167-295-4200 or shaker.org SL

Scene

in Shaker

The Blur of Jeopardy!
By Allison Holley

I’ve been a fan of Jeopardy! for a long time. I correctly answered my first Final
Jeopardy when I was nine and began to watch the show regularly in middle school.
As I picked up on the patterns of clues and common categories, I gradually got more
and more answers right with each episode. My parents often told me that it was only
a matter of time before I ended up on the show. I would usually laugh it off and roll
my eyes. Yeah, maybe. Someday.
I decided to take the online test my senior year at Lawrence University, my last
chance for the College Championship. The test went well, and it was a pleasant shock
when I got an email two weeks later inviting me to an in-person audition in Chicago.
The audition was on a Saturday in early November. Everyone took another
50-question quiz and we played some mock Jeopardy! Though I felt confident, I
knew that there had been auditions of roughly the same size in three other cities and
my odds of making it through were slim, especially since I attended a small college
that didn’t have much name recognition. I decided to think of it as a good experience
and as practice for any future tries to get on the show.
What I didn’t expect was a phone call in early December from Culver City,
California. I had been selected for the tournament and filming would take place over
two days in early January! I had about a month to get through episodes stockpiled
on my parents’ DVR before I’d be flown out for the tournament.
The first day of taping, everyone met early in the hotel lobby before getting on a
bus to the studio. Being on the set was surreal, since it was a place I’d seen countless
times in my living room. After promotional pictures and some practice rounds so
we could get comfortable using the buzzer, we were ushered back to the green room
where we learned who was selected for Monday’s game.
A week’s worth of games are shot in a single day, with a lunch break between
“Wednesday” and “Thursday.” Because the tournament has wild card positions for
high scoring non-winners, everyone not playing was sequestered to the green room
to wait until the game ended. This meant a lot of waiting (we had board games and
movies and lunch brought to us) – plenty of time for nerves to build up.

When my turn came, walking back
out was similar to that morning, but
this time everything was more real,
helped by announcer Johnny Gilbert
saying my name!
My game went by in a blur. Notable
things I do remember – getting a Daily
Double and talking with Alex Trebek
about the Don Quixote course I’d taken.
I finished in second place, but
wouldn’t know if it was enough to move
on to the next round until the next game
taped. I sat in the audience for the final
game. I didn’t advance, but I had a great
time. I continue to watch Jeopardy! and
love being part of the show’s big nerdy
family of former contestants.
Allison Holley is the Teen Librarian
at Shaker Library. SL
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Make Your Next Chapter an Adventure.

Get ready to connect, engage and be inspired by new hobbies,
interests and experiences when you join the Judson community.
When you are free from the hassles and worries of homeownership, you can spend your time doing what brings you joy
and living life to the fullest. Judson is Bringing Community to Life with our beautiful locations, wide range of educational,
cultural and social opportunities and 5-star rated healthcare.

judsonsmartliving.org/its-all-here | (216) 545-5292
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