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Smythe, Cramer Co.
Shaker Heights Office  
20710 Chagrin Blvd.

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122        
Phone: 216.751.8550

Smythe, Cramer Co. is 
delighted to call 

Shaker Heights “home!”

In Shaker Heights, a quality education
means more than the three R’s. It also enriches the
learning experience by broadening cultural horizons, building

critical thinking and fostering creative problem solving.

The Shaker Heights City Schools are known for providing
an outstanding, comprehensive, and well-rounded 
education in all areas, including the fine arts. The 
growing arts curriculum is recognized for inspiring 
successful career paths for students in fields  such as
advertising, graphics, and design.

The arts program also plays a vital role for many
students by enriching their lives now and in the
future by developing pride of  accomplishment, creative
self-expression and appreciation for the surrounding world.

In February 2004, art students from Shaker
Heights High School won 37 awards in the
Cuyahoga Regional Scholastic Art Awards
Program — the most won by any of the 100  
participating high schools in the competition.

Equal Housing Opportunity
PHOTOS BY KEVIN REEVES
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in beautiful surroundings.

Luxurious
Living

Your Key to

www.zehman-wolf.com

Shaker Heights

This select setting in the heart of Shaker

Heights borders the picturesque Shaker Country

Club golf course and offers its residents

distinctive floor plans up to 3,000 square feet.

Other features of this classical European 

hotel atmosphere:

• Grand entrance lobby

• Balconies with magnificent views

• Walk-in closets

• Gourmet kitchens

• Distinctive architectural details

• Parking garage with 24 hour attendant

• Friendly, attentive staff

19601 Van Aken Blvd.

(near Van Aken Shopping Center)

216-991-2373 or 216-464-9900

Management , LLC

Beachwood

Exclusive living at its best! Conveniently located

near the Van Aken Shopping Center, the spacious

suites and conscientious service make the

DeVille one of the east side's premier apartment

communities. Other amenities include:

• Gracious lobbies

• Variety of spacious floor plans

• Planned activities

• Maid and car wash service available

• Gourmet kitchens

• Walk-in closets

• Parking space in heated garage included

• Fitness center

• Furnished guest suite available

23305 Chagrin Blvd.

(just one mile west of I-271)

216-464-5519
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TOWN TOPICS

Shaker is 
picture perfect
for photo contest

Get your cameras ready! Shaker Life

magazine is teaming up with several

local businesses to sponsor A Day in the

Life of Shaker, a contest for amateur pho-

tographers living in the Shaker Heights

City School District.

Whether you’re snapping members

of Shaker’s diverse community at work

and play or capturing scenic shots of

our beautiful ever-changing landscape,

there’s a wealth of picture perfect por-

traits waiting to be taken! The competi-

tion runs through October 31 and win-

ners will be announced in two cate-

gories: Youth (students aged 17 and

under) and Adult. For more details, see

page 46.

Elsewhere in this edition is a new

section readers may contribute to:

Shaker Postcards. This issue, Moreland

resident Angelia Lee writes about her

first foray overseas – to West Africa – in

her story, Serenade to Senegal. Closer

to home, we have a feature about that

perennial Shaker favorite: the block

party and all the different ways neigh-

bors can celebrate summer together.

One city-wide block party is, of

course, July 4 and the ideals of the

Declaration of Independence resonate

as strongly today as they did during this

country’s founding. Enjoy the party –

and don’t forget to take your camera!

Have a great summer!

Felicity Hill

Summer in Shaker

Enjoy Poolside Fun & Fireworks on July 4!
Fly Old Glory, grab your swim gear, and join your friends and neighbors for Shaker’s

Independence Day bash. From noon to 6 p.m., enjoy a Water Carnival at Thornton Park.

Pack a picnic basket or sample the concession stands and spend the day enjoying free

swimming, games, and prizes for kids of all ages. End your day’s fun with the grand finale:

the free fireworks festival, beginning at dusk, at Shaker Middle School.  

Itty Bitty Beach Party
It’s fun time for the younger set at Thornton Park Kiddie Pool on July 14. From noon – 2

p.m., children six years and under are invited to paddle, play games, parade in a swimsuit

contest, and enjoy party favors. Free ice cream included!

For more information, call 491-1295.

Summer Sizzlers at Thornton Park
The Community Life Department is holding a series of specials at Thornton Park. See

page 47 for details.

AT THE Colonnade
The Community Colonnade, adjacent to Main Library, will come alive again this summer

with a series of open-air productions. Bring your blankets, lawn chairs and picnics and

enjoy evening entertainment ranging from jazz to Shakespeare! All performances begin at

7 p.m. If it rains, most events will move to the Shaker Community Building. For more

information, call 491-1360.

July 8–11, 22 & 24 Cleveland Shakespeare Festival: The Tempest.

July 15–18, 23 & 25 Cleveland Shakespeare Festival: Romeo and Juliet.

Join in the Community
Conversation about 
recreation on July 13
The City’s second community forum about

Shaker’s recreation and leisure is 7 p.m., July 13

at the Community Building, 3450 Lee Road. Join

your neighbors and help plan Shaker’s future

recreation and leisure offerings. For more infor-

mation, contact the Planning Department, 491-1430. (Can’t make this date? The City will

hold its third, and final, community conversation at 7 p.m., September 21, also at the

Community Building.)



TOWN TOPICS CONTINUED...

Summer Groundbreaking for 
Kensington Station 

An August groundbreaking is set for Heartland Developers’ $57 million Kensington

Station project at Shaker Towne Centre. Their plans detail mixed residential-com-

mercial buildings comprised of light and airy loft condos above both first-floor res-

idential and first-floor high-end retail space. Two L-shaped buildings of 61 condo

units will be priced from $170,000 to $350,000; the first stage of construction

begins this summer. A third building, designed for residents aged 55 plus, will offer

optional services for seniors. Seventeen townhouses are also planned. A spring

2005 move-in date is expected for the development’s first new residents. 

Construction is currently underway on the Chagrin Boulevard road narrowing

and the creation of a new Center Street at Shaker Towne Centre.

Kensington Station is part of the City’s $70 million rejuvenation of the Chagrin-

Lee area, which includes pedestrian-friendly streetscaping, public art and green

space, and a new firehouse on Chagrin Boulevard. The City is also seeking develop-

ment options for the south side of Chagrin Boulevard.

Note: The City would like to thank Shaker Towne Centre and Chagrin Boulevard businesses

for their patience during this construction and reminds residents that stores remain open for

business.

Homes and
Neighborhoods
Tour Shaker’s Landmark
Homes on September 12
Join your friends and neighbors from 1

to 5 p.m. on September 12 for the

Landmark Commission’s 22nd annual

walking tour of Shaker’s notable homes.

This year’s theme, Shaker Heights: The

Harmony of Diversity, embraces the vari-

ety of architectural styles found here.

There will be an evening party on Friday

September 11; on Saturday, tour historic

houses at your leisure. Proceeds from

the event benefit Fund for the Future, a

home loan program that promotes

neighborhood diversity. Call 491-1430

for tickets and info.

Shaker Garden Collective
beautifies rental 
properties
The Neighborhood Revitalization

Department has an innovative new pro-

gram for rental property owners: dis-

counted plant and garden supplies at a

participating nursery and free landscape

plans, courtesy of the Nature Center at

Shaker Lakes, when Ohio native plants

and organic materials are used. For more

information contact the Neighborhood

Revitalization Department, 491-1370, or

the Nature Center’s Victoria Mills, 321-

5935, ext. 234.

Landmark Commission
Announces  
Preservation Awards
Sixteen winners were announced at the

Landmark Commission’s Seventh Annual

Preservation Awards held in May.  Four

homeowners won accolades for architec-

turally appropriate additions that both

complemented existing architectural fea-

tures and met the Commission’s design

guidelines, three homes met the criteria

for the TLC Award for Continued

Stewardship, and seven awards were

made in the Retention of Original

Materials category.

Both the Nature Center at Shaker

Lakes and the Hanna Perkins Center, at

the former Malvern Elementary School,

won Before and After awards for dra-

matic exterior restorations.

For more information, call 491-1433.

Computer Round-Up is
July 24 & 25
Do you have any defunct computers, key-

boards, monitors and other items in need

July 19 Family Storytelling fea-

tures Bug Tales – Stories to Tickle your

Fancy, courtesy of the Shaker Heights

Public Library.

July 28 Shaker’s Community

Band, under the direction of maestro

Luiz Coelho, plays patriotic tunes to

delight all ages.

August 3 Hear the harmonies

of the Johnnycake Ridge Singers, a 30-

man barbershop chorus.

August 12 Enjoy the youthful

sounds of Perfunktory, a hometown

band with a funky, foot-tapping style.

August 24 The Hillcrest

Concert Band, a 60-member ensemble

with music for everyone.
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HEATING - COOLING -  PLUMBING

440-449-4411
www.gorjanc.com

    You were hoping your air conditioner would make it through
last summer, and it did, barely.  Do you really want to worry
about it for another year?  Sweating it, figuratively, through your
child’s graduation party, that special dinner party or family re-
union.  Don’t Wait.  Put your worries and stress behind you and
have it checked or replaced today.  Call the comfort experts at:

Many of our clients with boiler heated homes are enjoying the superior comfort of Unico
Air Conditioning Systems.  Have the Unico experts at Gorjanc install yours.  With over 41

years of experience, you know we will deliver comfort and service.   440.449.4411

Is your Air Conditioner
on your mind?

Have Radiators?  Want central air?

Certified
Shaker Properties

The following rental properties have

been “certified’ as meeting the standards

set by the City’s Department of

Neighborhood Revitalization. Owners are

listed in parentheses. (Note: Apartments

are certified based on common areas,

not individual units.) Availability changes

daily; to find out if there are vacancies

call the Neighborhood Revitalization

Department at 491-1370 or check the

City’s web site, shakeronline.com. 

Rental Homes
3324 Aberdeen Road (Karen Miner)

3138 Albion Road (Laura Rose)

3597 Avalon Road (Robert Stovall)

3261 Braemar Road (Glen Lair)

16011 Chadbourne Road (Linda Hart)

3362 Chalfant Road (Heather Chapman)

17625 Chagrin Blvd. (Connie Pinkley)

of safe disposal? The Service Center is con-

ducting a Computer Round-Up on July 24

& 25 at the Service Center on 15600

Chagrin Blvd. Bring along your old com-

puters as well as software, printers,

modems and cell phones between the hours

of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. No cost.

Reserve-a-Truck for
Home Projects

Through September, residents tackling

major home and garage clean-ups may

rent an open dump truck for an entire

weekend through the City’s Reserve-a-

Truck program. 

For a charge of $50 per load, a

dump truck will be parked and locked

on a resident’s property from Friday

night until Monday morning. Building

materials, such as plaster, lumber and

roofing, are not permitted.

Call the Public Works Department,

491-1490, for information and reserva-

tions.
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TOWN TOPICS CONTINUED...

FUND FOR THE FUTURE

Limited secondary mortgage financing available for:
� down payments
� interest rate reduction
� monthly mortgage supplement

Borrow up to 10% of purchase price at low interest
rate with deferred payment

For more information, call (216) 491-1370

City and School district employees
qualify for 0% loans for two years.

of Shaker Heights
A loan program to encourage neighborhood diversity

3529 Daleford Road (John Schloss)

3300 Elsmere Road (Mike Reilly)

3455 Glencairn Road (Margaret Walton)

3665 Glencairn Road (Eric Ozan)

3561 Gridley Road (Terri Stone)

3559 Gridley Road (Bruce Altchouler)

3610 Gridley Road (Harold Spivack)

3545 Gridley Road (Deborah Goshien)

3618 Gridley Road (Cyril Weathers)

3622 Gridley Road (Constance F. Speed)

2928 Huntington Road (Angela Binger)

2557 Kendall Road (Brian Hoover)

2565 Kendall Road (Janet Alter & Kevin Lovas)

3266 Lansmere Road (Aisling Downey)

3647 Latimore Road (Norman Sigel)

3664 Latimore Road (Josh Lovinger)

3711 LatimoreRoad (Robin Grant-Hughes)

3716 Latimore Road (Bernice Levine)

3466 Lynnfield Road (Joanne Caterino)

3673 Lynnfield Road (Pam Cleverly)

3686 Lynnfield Road (Robert McMahon)

3658 Lynnfield Road (Liz Sargent)

18231 Lynton Road (Pat Arnold)

2840 Ludlow Road (Charles Richards)

2879 Ludlow Road (David Kramer)

18327 Newell Road (Marc Rossen)

18406 Newell Road (Deborah Goshien)

18419 Newell Road (Helen Kubach)

3525 Normandy Road (Robert Jacobs)

3598 Palmerston Road (Ellen Roberts)

3584 Palmerston Road (Paul Landis)

16500 Parkland Drive Carriage House 

(Rita Bryce)

3643 Riedham (Robert McMahon)

15804 Scottsdale Blvd. (Andrea L.Beight)

17918 Scottsdale Blvd. (John Franks)

14600 South Woodland Road 

(Thomas Chelimsky)

22455 South Woodland Road 

(Leo Krulitz)

3560 Tolland Road (Terri Stone)

3000 Warrensville Center Road

(Jane Tresville)

2865 Weymouth Road (Robert Burger)

3701 Winchell Road (Sue Stanton )

3629 Winchell Road 

(Mr. & Mrs. Agustine Ponce de Leon)

3566 Winchell Road (Henry Hwang)

3657 Winchell Road (Chris Reminder)

3697 Winchell Road (Terri Stone)

19809 Winslow Road (Nick Palumbo)

6 WWW.SHAKERONLINE.COM

City of Shaker Heights
3400 Lee Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120 � (216) 491-1400
Affirmatively furthering fair housing for over 30 years

Shaker’s relocation experts
have:
� Shaker information packets
� School & neighborhood

contacts
� Certified Shaker rental

updates
� Details on financial incentives

for eligible home buyers

Friends don’t let

friends make a move

without calling us first.

Call (216) 491-1332 or (800) 786-5789

    or visit us at shakeronline.comshakeronline.comshakeronline.comshakeronline.comshakeronline.com
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19615 Winslow Road (Emilie Barnett)

19621 Winslow Road (Sandra M. Jones)

19606 Winslow Road (Carole Lindow)

19611 Winslow Road (Mr. Joseph Bordonaro)

19420 Winslow Road (Brian Heyman)

19406 Winslow Road (Mike McDowell )

19407 Winslow Road (Anita Dillen)

19024 Winslow Road (Bonnie Banks)

18932 Winslow Road (Marcella McCord)

18931 Winslow Road (Robert Humphrey)

18920 Winslow Road (Julie Snipes)

18708 Winslow Road (Susan Severy)

18419 Winslow Road (David Chrien)

18428 Winslow Road (Joe Beatrice)

18409 Winslow Road (Maureen Glasper)

17928 Winslow Road 

(Mari Lynne & James Patterson)

17601 Winslow Road (Robert A. Cugini II)

Apartments
Carlton, 2800 Van Aken Blvd. (Charles Pinkney)

Cormere Place, 2661 North Moreland Blvd.

(Michael Montlack)

Fairhill Apartments, 12700 Fairhill Road 

(A to Z Management)

Fairhill Place, 3660 Fairhill Road (Ken Montlack)

Kemper Manor, 2501 Kemper Road 

(Michael Montlack)

Shaker Lakes Apartments, 2590 North

Moreland Blvd. (Michael Montlack)

Shaker Park East, 2540 North Moreland Blvd.

(David Goodman)

Shaker Park Manor, 19220 Van Aken Blvd.

(Michael Montlack)

Shaker Terrace, 19806 Van Aken Blvd. 

(Thomas Gerson)

The Ambassador, 13700 Fairhill Road 

(Michael Montlack)

The Blair House, 19601 Van Aken Blvd.

(Zehman-Wolf Management)

The Continental Luxury Apartments, 

3341-3351 Warrensville Center Road 

(Alan Pearlman)

The Greenbriar, 17100 Van Aken Blvd. 

(Michael Montlack)

The Waterford, 19250 Van Aken Blvd. 

(Howard Lake)

The Monty, 2641 North Moreland Blvd.

(Michael Montlack)

The Morlee Apartments, 15810 Van Aken Blvd.

(Michael Montlack)

Community rose garden needs volunteers

Volunteers are needed to lend some tender, loving care to the Community Rose

Garden on Woodbury Road. The original plans for the garden, founded in

1927, called for “climbing roses on the fence, polyantha along the street line,

rose rugosa in the hedge, sweetbriars at the end of the garden and a mixed

planting of rose Hugonis, deciduous shrubs and evergreens, and hybrid teas and

perpetuals.” Today, some 1,000 rose bushes, ranging from old Damask roses to

ever-blooms fill the gardens, with some original plantings still thriving – but

they need helping hands. If you can spend a few hours pulling weeds, dead-

heading blooms, and watering, call Sandy Cone at 752-4286 or Connie Naugle

at 751-7168, or come to the garden, located on Woodbury Road next to

Onaway School, on Saturday mornings between 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. 

Help Stop 
Foreclosures!

Nationwide, the rising number of fore-

closures and concerns about predatory

lending are prompting cities to try and

better understand how changes in mort-

gage lending practices are impacting

our neighborhoods. Using a grant from

the U.S. Department of Housing and

Urban Development (HUD), Shaker is

studying trends in foreclosures and

lending practices here. The study is

being conducted by Cleveland State

University and Housing Advocates, a

non-profit that focuses on fair housing

issues including predatory lending.

As part of this study, you may

receive a brief survey aimed at identify-

ing how Shaker homeowners are being

targeted by lenders and how we, as res-

idents, are making our lending or refi-

nancing decisions. The survey should

take less than 5 minutes to complete.

If you receive a survey, please complete

and mail to Housing Advocates in the

North Moreland Gardens, 2626 North

Moreland Blvd. (Sylvia Kugelman)

The Oxford House, 15515 Van Aken Blvd.

(Edward Mehler)

The South Shaker, 15700 Van Aken Blvd.

(Robert Hart)

The Van Lee, 15836 Van Aken Blvd.

(Lovelene B. Onutz)



TOWN TOPICS CONTINUED...
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Contact Us!
Shaker Life would like to hear

from you! What articles do you

like best and why? What would

you like to see in the magazine?

Please write Shaker Life

Magazine, 3400 Lee Road,

Shaker Heights, OH 44120 or

email shaker.mag@ci.shaker-

heights.oh.us.

stamped envelope that will be included.

Another way to help? Drop off any

lending solicitations you receive at

marked drop boxes at City Hall, the

Community Building, Thornton Park,

the Municipal Court, and the Shaker

libraries.  

If you suspect that you, or a family

member, are a victim of predatory

lending, please call Housing Advocates,

Inc. at 391-5444, ext. 100.  For more

information about the study, please call

the Department of Neighborhood

Revitalization at 491-1373.

Nature Center’s
Laudable Lawn
Program helps create 
healthier yards

Every summer we embrace the warm

weather with thoughts of leisure and

spending time in the great outdoors. Yet

often, by midsummer, these wistful

images wither as we get swirled into the

annual lawn maintenance hustle. We find

ourselves watering two or three times a

week; mowing our Saturdays away, edg-

ing, pruning, weeding, raking, bagging,

and, in some cases, applying more fertil-

izer and pesticides than are healthy or

necessary. If our car required this much

maintenance, we’d deem it a lemon. Yet,

as many people are finding out, we don’t

have to trade in the best part of our

summer to enjoy the outdoors.  

Thanks to an Ohio EPA grant, the

Laudable Lawn and Home Habitat



®

SO WAS I, so I got together
with my neighbors and

compiled a list of our favorite
service companies. We call it  
Angie’s List. Now when we

need a plumber, auto
mechanic, painter or any
other service company,
we call to see who our

neighbors recommend.
Consumer support lets Angie’s List

give you unbiased, unvarnished homeowner
ratings. If you want to find great service or if you
have a problem with a service company, Angie’s
List can help.

More than 13,000  Northeast Ohio
area homeowners belong to Angie’s List!

TIRED OF
LOUSY SERVICE?

www.angieslist.com

(216) 295-LIST
As featured on Channel 19 – WOIO,

Channel 3 – WKYC, Channel 5 – WEWS  and in
the Plain Dealer and the Akron Beacon Journal.
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REAL NUMBERS
Housing transfers between Aug. 15 and Sept. 15, 2003 appear below. The list includes only

those properties that have had a prior sale within the last 10 years. Excluded are “quit claim”

transfers as well as those resulting from foreclosure, in which the sale price is not reflective of

the property value.

2003 PRIOR ESTIMATED
ADDRESS SALE PRICE SALE PRICE CONSTRUCTION
COST

15810 Aldersyde Road $551,000 $315,000 (1998) $19,000 (1941)
15916 Aldersyde Road $360,000 $224,000 (1994) $39,000 (1950)
17615 Berwyn Road $337,500 $256,500 (2002) $11,500 (1931)
22499 Byron Road $331,000 $261,500 (1997) $140,000 (1983)
3250 Chadbourne Road $203,000 $180,000 (2002) $12,000 (1922)
3290 Chadbourne Road $240,000 $214,000 (1998) $12,500 (1923)
3312 Chadbourne Road $257,000 $172,000 (1996) $13,000 (1924)
3339 Chalfant Road $232,000 $215,000 (2002) $15,000 (1957)
3286 Daleford Road $203,000 $163,750 (1997) $19,000 (1925)
3593 Daleford Road $195,000 $99,000 (1995) $12,500 (1928)
3388 Glencairn Road $257,250 $215,000 (1999) $15,000 (1926)
3256 Kenmore Road $335,000 $227,500 (1999) $13,000 (1926)
16711 Kenyon Road $139,400 $106,000 (1995) $12,000 (1929)
14111 Larchmere Blvd. $555,000 $345,000 (1996) $30,000 (1923)
3069 Ludlow Road $177,900 $92,000 (1996) $30,000 (1951)
3155 Ludlow Road $126,000 $144,500 (1998) $10,100 (1939)
3539 Lytle Road $176,000 $171,000 (1998) $13,500 (1945)
3685 Lytle Road $171,200 $127,000 (2000) $9,500 (1945)
19815 Marchmont Road $540,000 $412,000 (1998) $24,000 (1928)
18606 Parkland Road $335,000 $345,000 (2001) $30,000 (1948)
2905 Sedgewick Road $570,000 $300,000 (1995) $11,000 (1925)
15830 S. Park Blvd. $595,000 $340,000 (1995) $19,000 (1920)
22133 S. Woodland Road $162,000 $150,000 (2002) $25,000 (1959)
3332 Sutton Road $100,000 $51,000 (1994) $14,000 (1920)
3351 Sutton Road $156,900 $90,000 (1994) $13,000 (1925)
20888 Sydenham Road $545,000 $331,000 (1993) $15,000 (1933)
21032 Sydenham Road $500,000 $365,000 (2000) $35,000 (1953)
3722 Traver Road $198,000 $168,000 (1999) $9,500 (1936)
2681 Wadsworth Road $420,000 $365,000 (2001) $56,000 (1958)
3030 Warrington Road $240,000 $145,000 (1993) $12,000 (1922)
21911 Westchester Road $249,000 $177,000 (1996) $16,000 (1947)
22649 Westchester Road $326,500 $280,799 (1998) $16,000 (1931)
2667 Wrenford Road $212,100 $180,000 (2000) $31,000 (1957)

Information Source: First American Real Estate Solutions

(LLHH), a joint program of the Nature

Center and Doan Brook Watershed

Project, provides assistance to folks who

wish to reclaim time and money, and, as

an added dividend, reclaim habitat and

clean water. The LLHH Project was cre-

ated after water quality tests of the Doan

Brook revealed high levels of nutrients.

And as the Doan Brook runs through

residential neighborhoods, lawn fertilizer

became the most likely culprit for the

oxygen-depleting algal blooms on all of

the Shaker Lakes. But there is an answer.

Green landscaping is sweeping the coun-

try, as communities realize how apply-

ing tons of chemicals to our yards each

year works against the livable outdoor

environments we are trying to create.

The marvelous thing about going

organic, creating habitat and establish-

ing a little ecosystem is that pests tend

to stay in check.

Below are just five of the many

choices you can make for a healthier

backyard. As you make these decisions,

you will see and hear more birds, have

healthier lawns, feel the savings in your



Real People, Real Financial Solutions

Shaker Community 
Credit Union, Inc.
Get the new car you want for 
rates as low as 2.99% APR! 
(Maximum 66-month term)

We offer membership to anyone who lives, 
works, worships or attends school in Shaker Heights. 

3581 Lee Road
(Near Lomond, next to Sunoco)

(216) 752-6111
Our national affi liations assure you the highest standards of protection.

Shaker Works is a non-profi t 
alliance of business owners and 
professionals who proudly live or 
work right here in Shaker Heights.

Together, we’re making Shaker 
businesses stronger and creating 
greater economic prosperity for our 
community.*
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*For more information, or to become a member of Shaker Works, contact ShakerWorks@aol.com or call (216) 752-5648.
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NOW is an exciting time for Shaker 
Heights businesses – thanks to Shaker Works!

Shaker Works is the voice of Shaker business. 
Our focus is on Shaker businesses exclusively!

Join TODAY to enjoy 
the many benefi ts we offer, such as:

✔  Reduced rate advertising
✔  Free online business directory listing
✔  Networking opportunities
✔  Relevant, informative events
✔  Impact on economic development & growth

Visit www.shakerworks.com or call (216) 752-5648 for more 
information about becoming a member of Shaker Works!

Robert F. Clougherty, CPA, Inc.
Accounting and taxes for 

small businesses and individuals

Specializing in new businesses 
& audits and accounting for 

smaller non-profi t organizations

20475 Farnsleigh Road, Suite 204
216-491-3800

cparfc@aol.com

shaker square   valet parking
dinner   sunday brunch

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CALL 
JENNIFER STALL AT 216.921.3473 x106

www.f irefoodanddrink.com
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Sales • Leasing • Used • Service 
2953 Mayfield Road 

Located on the corner of Mayfield & Superior 
(216) 932-2400 

Please Ask for: Burt Weiss 
“Your Honda-Toyota Helper” 
(216) 932-2400 ext. 266 

Shaker Hts. resident for 49 yrs. 
(SHHS class of ‘50) 

Children and Grandchildren 
attend(ed) Shaker Schools 

Here’s Why People Choose 
Motorcars 

• Extended Service Hours 
     Open Until 3:00a.m. Mon. thru Thurs. 

• Courtesy Loaner Car 
• Free Car Wash Coupons 

• Platinum Owner Discounts 

IN CLEVELAND HEIGHTS

Your Complete Tree Care Specialists

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

216-932-9901
•Complete Tree
 Maintenance Program

•Tree Removal

•Certified Arborists on Staff

•Tree Trimming

•168’30 Ton Crane

•65’ Bucket Trucks

•Deep Root Fertilization

•24 Hour Emergency

•Stump Grinding

•Tree Moving

pocket book, and increase yields of flow-

ers, fruits and vegetables.

NO LOW MOW: A lawn should be mowed

with a sharpened mower to a preferred

height of 3 inches. Allowing the grass to

grow a little taller encourages the roots to

grow strong and deep, resulting in healthier

grass that can withstand dry periods and

other stresses. This is the most important

thing you can do to improve the health of

your lawn!

WATER SPARINGLY: Here in Northeast

Ohio, we usually get enough rain during the

summer to eliminate the need for watering

the lawn. Grasses naturally slow their growth

during the hot, dry summer months. During

this dormant period, brown patches of lawn

are not dead; they’re just resting! You can

check to see if your lawn needs water by

walking across it. If footprints linger for sev-

eral hours, your grass is dehydrated and

needs water. Remember, between you and

Mother Nature—never water more than

one inch per week.

FORSAKE THE RAKE: Fertilize by leaving

grass clippings and leaves on the lawn. The

grass clippings that remain after mowing

contain the three main fertilizer ingredients:

nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.

Clippings decompose in 1-2 days (thanks to

earthworms and soil microorganisms) and

do not contribute to thatch accumulation.

Important fact: during the growing season,

grass-clippings account for 50 percent of the

waste sent to landfills around the Great

Lakes. If you do need to use fertilizer,

choose organic varieties, which feed the

healthy soil that is the building block of any

plant. Here in the Doan Brook watershed, a

phosphorous-free fertilizer is a must.

TEST YOUR SOIL: Grass grows best in 4-6

inches of well drained topsoil with plenty of

organic matter. Soil pH should be between

6.5 and 7.0. You can learn where to send

your samples by joining the LLHH program.

Remember that grass can’t grow successfully

everywhere. Converting a little bit of your

lawn each year to new habitat is a fun goal. 

GO NATIVE: Plant native trees, shrubs,

grasses and flowers that are already well

adapted to the Northeast Ohio environment.

Native species require less fertilizer, water,

and maintenance. Birds and wildlife benefit

from a diverse menu, not a grass monocul-

ture. Corporations, too, can decrease lawn

size, save money and become models of

sound ecology. Landscape fragmentation and

loss of biodiversity have become major envi-

ronmental issues. As wilderness shrinks and

backyard acreage increases, we all have an

increasingly important role to play in pre-

venting extinctions and promoting diversity

in our backyards.

Additional benefits to creating a new back-

yard ethic include improved water, air and

soil quality, decreased water and fuel con-

sumption, decreased landfill material, fewer

toxins, and decreased municipal spending!

Call the Nature Center or the DBWP to

learn how you can join the Laudable Lawn

and Home Habitat LLHH program. The

program provides education geared to sus-

tainable outdoor living and is now offering

small grant awards to individuals and families

who create change in their backyards and

community. In addition to the assistance our

program can provide, you can help us to

create a social shift to sustainability - not to

mention saving time and money!  Call me at

321-5935, ext. 234.

Tori Mills is the Nature Center’s Doan Brook

Watershed Educator.

Health and Safety

Safe
Summer Grilling

One of summer’s hallmarks is cooking in

the great outdoors, and whether you’re

hosting an Independence Day picnic, rolling

out your gas grill for the annual block party,

or simply enjoying a backyard barbeque, be

sure your grilling experience this summer is

accident-free and fun.

To help residents stay aware of the poten-

tial dangers involved with gas or charcoal

grills, Assistant Fire Chief Wayne Johnson

has prepared the following safety checklist:

GENERAL SAFETY TIPS

DO keep a fire extinguisher accessible to

the grill area at all times.

DO be aware when there are small children

around.



Fine Jewelry, Giftware, Bridal Registry,
Antiques, & Corporate Gifts

William YEOWARD

COUNTRY

Corner E. 105th and Carnegie    216-231-5100  1-800-647-3259
www.pottermellen.com

 The store for every generation.
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DO keep grills at least 15-20 feet away

from the house or wood deck.

DO keep alcoholic beverages away from the

grill.  They are flammable!

DON’T wear loose clothing while cooking.

DON’T use the grill in a garage, breezeway,

carport or porch.

DON’T use grills under any overhead

structures such as party tents, patios, or any

surface that can catch fire.

NEVER leave any grill unattended or allow

children to run and play in the area of the

grill.

PROPANE/GAS GRILL SAFETY

DO check for leaks every time the cylinder

is replaced.

DO immediately turn off the gas if a leak is

detected.  

DO NOT attempt to light the grill until

the leak is fixed.

DO see a licensed gas dealer or a qualified

repair person.

DO check the burner tubes for any block-

age from insects, spiders or food grease.

DO use a pipe cleaner to clear any block-

age.

DO check grill hoses for cracking, brittle-

ness, holes and leaks.  Make sure there are

no sharp bends in the hose or tubing.

DO keep gas hoses as far away as possible

from hot surfaces and dripping hot grease.

DO replace scratched or nicked connec-

tors, which may eventually leak gas.

DO keep the top open when lighting the

grill.  If the grill does not light in the first

several attempts, wait 5 minutes to allow

gas to dissipate.

NEVER store a propane gas container

indoors.

CHARCOAL GRILL SAFETY

DO follow the instructions carefully when

using charcoal lighter fluid and do not use

too much.

DO use fluid made specifically for charcoal

grills and never use any other type of fluid!

DO soak coals in water after use and dis-

pose of in a metal container with a tight-fit-

ting lid. Many house fires start because hot

coals, thought to be cool, are dumped into

trash cans.
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14900 Private Drive
East Cleveland, OH  44112

(216) 851-8200
www.mcgregoramasa.org

Distinguished Senior Care
• Nursing

• Memory Support

• Hospice

• Respite

• Independent & Assisted Living 
(New 2005)

DO dispose of damp or wet charcoal

immediately, as it can spontaneously com-

bust.

DO NOT store the grill indoors with

freshly used coals; charcoal produces car-

bon dioxide fumes until it is completely

extinguished.

Follow these tips and you’ll have a greatly

reduced chance of accidents. Enjoy a safe

summer!

West Nile Virus Update

The risk of contracting West Nile Virus

from infected mosquitoes is low, but

with mosquitoes at their most active in

August and September, the following

steps can aid prevention:

Personal Protection
• Protect yourself by wearing socks

and shoes, long sleeved shirts and

long pants, a hat and applying insect

repellent containing 15% or less

DEET to exposed skin. 

• The Health Department offers free

insect repellent to senior adults.

• Check window screens to make sure

they are properly installed and free of

holes and tears.

Protecting Homes and
Neighborhoods

Mosquitoes will breed in any standing,

untreated water that lasts for four or

more days. Do not rake leaves and other

yard waste into the gutter or storm

drains because it prevents water from

flowing, giving mosquitoes a place to lay

eggs and develop. Community preven-

tion is the best way to prevent the

spread of West Nile virus. Please follow

these tips for removing mosquito breed-

ing grounds on your property:

• Remove abandoned tires, tin cans,

abandoned children’s playthings, plas-

tic containers, ceramic pots and other

open containers

• Fill or drain any low places (puddles

and ruts) 

• Keep drains, ditches and culverts

clear of weeds and rubbish 

• Empty plastic wading pools, bird

baths and pots at least once a week

• Cover trash containers to keep out

rainwater

• Repair leaky pipes and outside

faucets 

• Keep grass short and shrubbery

trimmed to give mosquitoes less

places to hide

• Fill in tree rot holes and hollow

stumps with sand or concrete

Remember, the best way to combat

West Nile virus is community preven-

tion!  

For more information and updates,

visit the City website at

shakeronline.com/services/safety/westnilevirus.asp

or call the West Nile Virus Hotline,

491-3170.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL IMMUNIZATIONS 

The Health Department is offering

appointments for back-to-school immu-

nizations. Schedule now to avoid the rush!

All required school shots for students

under 19 are available. Fees for both

required immunizations and tuberculosis

screening, using the Mantoux skin test, are

$10. Appointments are required.

The Health Department also offers

immunizations for college-bound students

including Meningococcal. Adult immuniza-

tions, including Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B,

Twinrix (a Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B

immunization), MMR, Pneumonia, Polio,

and Tetanus/Diphtheria are available year

round. Prices are based on current market

rates. 

The Health Department will be offering

flu shots to residents of all ages from

October through December, by appoint-

ment. Appointments may be made begin-

ning mid-September.

Note: The Health Department will have relocated

to City Hall by Aug 1. Clinic hours are on

shakeronline.com. For information, or to make

an appointment, call 491-1480.

CYCLE SAFELY – WEAR YOUR HELMET!

Stay safe while cycling by always wearing an

approved bicycle helmet and obeying the

rules of the road (it’s the law)! The City

requires all bicycle riders aged 5 and over

to wear helmets; cyclists must ride as near
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www.theratnerschool.org
4900 Anderson Rd., Lyndhurst, OH  / 216.291.0033

The Ratner School 
is extraordinarily 
accomplished at
setting students on a
path for success
through its philosophy
of educating each
child according to
his/her talents, abilities
and interests. 

Call to visit this
remarkable school 
in action.

Montessori: Toddler, 
Pre-K, Kindergarten 
Day School: 
Grades 1-8

Fall admission
information at
216.291.0033

Starting early,
starting right
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to the right side of the road as possible and

may not ride more than two alongside in a

single lane. Children under the age of 14

may ride their bicycles on the sidewalks, but

must give right of way to pedestrians. Please

remember to use reflective gear when

cycling during and after dusk.

Safety-certified bicycle helmets are avail-

able at the Shaker Health Department for

all ages (toddler through adult) for $10 each

and in various popular colors. For more

information, call the Health Department at

491-1480.

Will Wemer receives 
City’s first Jane Wood
Journalism Award 

Shaker High senior

Will Wemer has

won the City’s first

Jane Wood

Journalism Award,

named for the

founding editor of

Shaker’s communi-

ty magazine. Wood

retired last year

after twenty years at the magazine’s helm. 

Will, who will study journalism at Ohio

University this fall on a full merit scholar-

ship, received a cash award and editorial

internship at Shaker Life. Formerly editor-in-

chief of The Shakerite, Will is also the recipi-

ent of the 2004 Russell N. Baird High

School Editor’s Award (awarded to an

incoming freshman by the E.W. Scripps

School of Journalism). At SHHS he was

president of the American Field

Service/International Student Organization,

co-captain of the Cross Country Team, a

member of the Academic Decathlon Team

and Gay Straight Alliance, and spent a sum-

mer as a foreign exchange student in the

Netherlands.

Will lives in the Fernway neighborhood

with parents Nancy (who works for the

Shaker Schools) and Colin, and brothers

Matt and Dave.

Note: Tax-deductible contributions to the

Jane Wood Award program may be made by

check, payable to the Shaker Schools

Foundation – Jane Wood Award, 15600

Parkland Drive, Shaker Heights, OH 44120.
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Shaker Shorts
• Shaker Heights High School has been

named a Grammy Signature School for

the second time (the only one in Ohio) for

the depth, breadth, and quality of its music

education. The award, conferred by the

Grammy Foundation with the support of

7UP, carries a $1,000 grant to benefit the

High School’s music programs. 

• Shaker Heights Municipal Court Judge

K. J. Montgomery has been appointed

Director of the Cuyahoga County Mental

Health Court Initiative. She has also been

reappointed to the Cuyahoga County

Corrections Planning Board as the suburban

court representative.

• Shaker Heights High School was a finalist

in the 2004 national Fed Challenge com-

petition, held at the Federal Reserve Board

in Washington, D.C. in May. Team members

Andre and Anna Dev, Kelly Schaefer, Jussi

Tahtinen and Nadav Weinberg, who finished

in the top four, each won $4,000 scholar-

ships from Citibank. Part of the team’s

$25,000 prize winnings went to the High

School and economics teacher Diana Jones.

• Residents have pledged the entire cost of

a $176,000 bulletproof multi-purpose

rescue vehicle for the Shaker Heights

Police Department. The vehicle is expected

to last 25 years and would be loaned to

neighboring police departments as needed. 

• Detective Patrick Carlozzi of the Police

Department’s Strike Unit has been named

the Rotary Officer of the Year. Firefighter

and paramedic Tim Wolf is the Rotary

Club’s Firefighter of the Year.

• Nunzio Ricci and Mose Tolbert were

recently honored upon their retirement for

30 years of service with the Public Works

Department.

• The City has identified six streets for this

summer’s road resurfacing and 24 for

crack-sealing. The roads to be resurfaced

include Chadbourne, Shelburne, Torrington,

Ardmore, W. Sulgrave Oval and Scottsdale

Boulevard. 

• The City has approved plans for a

Cingular cellular site at Shaker’s Main

Library on 16500 Van Aken Blvd. Cingular

will join Sprint and Alltel at the site.

Reminders
• DOGS: Dogs are not permitted to run at large, and owners must immediately remove all

waste deposited by their dogs on any property other their own. Dog waste must immediately

be removed and disposed of in a sanitary manner. It must not be put in City waterways, sew-

ers or on the curbside as it poses a health hazard. Nuisance dogs should be reported to the

Animal Warden, 491-1490.

• TEMPORARY SIGN ORDINANCE: All temporary signs in residential districts, including

‘For Sale by Owner’ and political signs, must be removed or replaced after 45 days. Signs

may not be located in, or obstruct, the public right of way. They must be placed at least 20

feet from the nearest sidewalk.

• BICYCLE LICENSING: Licenses will be sold from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. July 10, 17, 24 & 31

and Aug. 7, 14 & 21 in the Police Dept. lobby, 3355 Lee Rd. Cost is $1.50 (re-issued licens-

es are 50 cents); please bring the owner’s Social Security number, which will be recorded on

the application. For children, a parent’s number can be used.  

• PHONE BOOK RECYCLING: The City is holding its annual phone book recycling campign

through July 24. Books are being collected at specially marked recycling dumpsters at the

City Hall, Main and Bertram Woods library, Thornton Park and Nature Center at Shaker

Lakes parking lots. For more information, call 491-1490.

• SMOKE DETECTORS: All Shaker Heights residents are required to have a minimum of

one smoke detector adjacent to the sleeping area in each dwelling unit and at least one

smoke detector on each additional level, including the basement. Smoke detectors are pro-

vided free to low-income residents. The Fire Department will install smoke detectors for res-

idents who require assistance. 

• FIRE SAFETY: The Fire Department offers free home safety inspections throughout the

year. Using a “Home Fire Safety Checklist,” two firefighters inspect dwellings from top to

bottom. Among the hazards they look for are faulty or inadequate electrical wiring, improper

storage of paints, thinners and other combustible liquids, and unsafe heating and cooking

areas. To make an appointment, call 491-1215 between 8.30 a.m. and 5 p.m. weekdays.

• CHILD CAR SEATS: Is your child buckled up safely? The Fire Department offers free safe-

ty checks. Call 491-1200 for information or to make an appointment. 

• CONTRACTORS: While the City cannot recommend contractors, lists of registered con-

tractors are available. Updated listings can be viewed on www.shakeronline.com.

• LOST PETS: If you have lost a pet or wish to adopt one, please call or visit the Animal

Shelter, located within the Service Department at 15800 Chagrin Blvd. Shelter hours are

Monday – Sunday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, call the Public Works Department

on 491-1490 (afterhours or emergencies, call 491-1499) or to speak with a volunteer, call

378-1312. 

• WOOD CHIPS: Wood chips are available year round at the Canoe Club on South Park

Boulevard. Residents must bring their own containers and shovels. 

• NOISE: The playing of radios, television sets, musical instruments and similar devices is

prohibited between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. weekdays and 11 p.m. and 9 a.m. Saturdays and

Sundays if they create a noise disturbance across a residential real property boundary.

• JOGGING: Street joggers may not obstruct traffic and are required to wear reflective cloth-

ing at night.

• RUBBISH PICKUP: Collections scheduled on or after the following holidays, unless they

fall on a Saturday or Sunday, will be one day late: Independence Day, Labor Day,

Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Day and Memorial Day.  Call

the Public Works Department, 491-1490, to report a missed pickup. Calls must be received

the next business day.  

• SAFE CITY HOTLINE: To anonymously report any suspicious activity, call 295-3434.

• POWER OUTAGES: Please call CEI, not City Hall: 1-888-544-4877.

For more information on the City’s Codified Ordinances, visit shakeronline.com.
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Books
to Go
For students’ summer

reading, having fun is

the real story
BY DALE CALLENDER AGGOR

Photographs by Kevin Reeves

SHAKER SCHOOLS
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A summertime friendship with an enthralling book is a

pivotal childhood experience, with hours whiled

away flipping through pages in a gently swinging

hammock, under a shady tree, or on a brilliant, sandy beach.

Time spent with a good book is as much a part of summer sat-

isfaction as piling into the family car for an ice cream outing

after dinner.

Many parents are thrilled to see their children enjoy reading

because of a deep desire for them to do well academically and

to embrace a lifelong love of reading. But what if children

want to read nothing but The Incredible Hulk, The Cheetah Girls

Livin’ Large, and Captain Underpants during those summer

months away from the classroom? Some parents might cringe

at these selections, preferring the serious fiction that typically

garners critical acclaim and prestigious awards. Yet our Shaker

librarians say such choices don’t pose a problem.

At the Shaker Heights Public Library, Children’s Services

Associate Tricia Springstubb has observed that literary diets

vary according to personal need, in children and adults alike. 

“I think if you ask any adult reader, you‘re going to find a

wide variation in what they want to read. Sometimes you want

to read poetry and sometimes you want to read Shape maga-

zine,” she says. In other words, if adults can savor the guilty

pleasure of a “beach read,” so can kids. 

And the local library has plenty to offer. The Shaker

Heights Public Library’s summer reading club has been in

existence longer than any of its librarians can remember. Youth

Services Supervisor Susan Scheps says the goal of encouraging

children to continue reading during the summer has remained

the same. 

According to the website for the Association for Library

Service to Children, summer reading programs began in the

1890s as a way to encourage school children, especially those

not needed for farm work, to use the library and develop the

habit of reading. The Association’s website also states that

numerous studies have shown that summer programs help kids

retain reading and learning skills over summer break.

However, public library staff would be quick to stress the idea

of reading for fun. 

“Reading doesn’t always have to be something you do

because you have to write a good report,” Scheps says.  

Kathy Fredrick, Shaker Schools’ director of library, media

and instructional technology, agrees. 

“Any summer reading keeps children’s minds active and

builds the fluency they need to develop lifelong reading skills,”

she says.

While the goal of summer reading has remained virtually

the same over the years at the Shaker Heights Public Library,

one major change in the reading program has been in the

method of measure. The library used to track the number of

titles children read with the intention of having them stick to



www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Cleveland      Sunrise at Shaker Heights      216-751-0930 16333 Chagrin Boulevard 

Assisted Living  &  Alzheimer’s Care 

Please call to schedule a personal tour and complimentary lunch.

Sunrise seniors have one thing in common.

They’re all different.
At Sunrise, we celebrate each of our residents for the unique individual
they are. We believe no two people are alike, so the care and services we
provide should never be exactly the same.

This approach helps seniors live the life they want to live, from
beautifully appointed living spaces to personalized assistance and
care. We call it resident-centered senior living, and it begins the
day a senior walks into one of our communities.

Visit or call a Sunrise at Shaker Heights today, and discover how
we’re different. In Cleveland we offer Assisted Living and
Alzheimer’s Care.
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books at their grade level. In 1985, the

“per book” policy was swapped for a

“per hour” policy, which tracks the

number of hours children read.

(Preschoolers are exempt from the poli-

cy and log in according to the number

of visits they pay to either the Main

Library or the Bertram Woods branch.)

Reading hours are recorded on the

honor system. While some children are

daunted by the idea of reading through-

out the summer, others are may be

overzealous. 

“Thirty-five hours?” croaked one

young participant, shaking his head at

the thought of attaining such a lofty

goal. “Oh, we’re not allowed to read for

thirty-five hours.” 

Another child responded with a

resolved, “Of course I did!” when a

librarian asked if she was sure she had

read 23 hours since the previous day.

Audrey Leventhal, teen specialist at

Main, is busy reworking the program to

suit older participants. This year’s bug

theme has a teen-tailored twist. It is

now entitled “Bug Off: I’m Reading!”

After completing five books of their own

choosing, teenagers can enter drawings

for such donated prizes as key rings,

leather-bound photo albums, and pizza

coupons.  

“I like to reward them along the

way,” says Leventhal. “Every reader is

different. Some like to race through

twenty books, others will savor two.”

Leventhal is also preparing mix-and-

match contests, including one that

involves famous lines from teen books

and another that unites popular “mis-

heards” (those unintelligible phrases of

tunes that we mumble) with their song

titles. Quiz responses will be used as

entries into the prize lottery.

However, even despite incentives,

some children are still not enthusiastic

about a trip to the library.

“Sometimes a child’s reluctance to

read is due to his or her level of compe-

tence,” notes Children’s Associate Nikki

Petrone. “Parents often tell me that lis-

tening to a book on tape while following

along helps so much because the child

doesn’t have to struggle with pronuncia-

tion.”

Children’s librarian Kathy

Fehrenbach suggests another practical

          - Remodeling

          - Additions

          - Point of Sale Repairs

 216-346-8783     440-285-8516

Violation Repairs

Remodeling - Additions

DREAM  Home Construction

& Home Inspection
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SHAKER LIBRARIANS’ 
SUMMERTIME PICKS

“We live in a time when children’s liter-

ature is such a wonderful field,” says

the School District’s Kathy Fredrick.

“There are so many good choices.”

The Shaker Heights school librarians

publish recommended summertime

reading lists for all grade levels. There’s

plenty to choose from – fiction, nonfic-

tion, and poetry to suit every age and

interest – with an emphasis on pleasure

reading. “We make sure all the books

are eminently readable,” says Fredrick. 

Look for their lists at the Shaker

Heights Public Library or online at

www.shaker.org > Resources for Learning.

Public library employees also make

recommendations when it comes to

summer reading. Here are some of

their favorites.

TRICIA SPRINGSTUBB’S PICKS:

Voyage to the Bunny Planet—This series of

three books, entitled First Tomato, The

Island Light, and Moss Pillow, is about

kids who have horrible days. An escape

to the bunny planet restores their cop-

ing abilities. Families can create their

own ideal bunny planet in writing or

just discuss the idea in the car. By

Rosemary Wells. Kindergarten through

approach, which entails letting children

get involved in the selection and allow-

ing them to bring home plenty of books

to accommodate unforeseen changes in

preference. After all, adults often have

several books on the nightstand ready to

shift from a historical biography to a

frothy novel when the mood strikes.

Youngsters should have the same option.

Both Scheps and Fehrenbach strongly

recommend non-fiction books and mag-

azines, especially for children who may

not be attracted to fiction. Books with

amazing facts can be real page turners.

“There are good, informative books

on snakes and other topics that can

interest children as young as two years

old,” Scheps stresses. 

Fehrenbach suggests asking children

what their friends are reading if all else

fails. “Peer recommendations are some-

times more readily accepted than those

made by an adult,” she says.

Experts say parents need to model

pleasure in the reading experience and

allow their children to find that pleasure

for themselves. But that objective won’t

be realized when books are taken like

medicine. The library’s message to well-

meaning parents is simple: relax and let

kids enjoy summertime reading, without

making it seem too much like home-

work.
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Hamlet Village offers the very best in retirement lifestyles. Our 47-acre campus
in the heart of Chagrin Falls offers a wonderful journey through the seasons, 
conveniently located near charming village shops and restaurants. With many
affordable, maintenance-free condo-style apartments to choose from, Hamlet
offers all of the amenities and the piece of mind you deserve, including:

Find out for yourself why Hamlet Village is in a class by itself.
Call 440-247-4676.

■ Full calendar of social, cultural, educational, and recreational activities

■ “Country Club” style fine dining and private Club House

■ Assisted living options and medical care
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grade 2 for story, grade 3 and up for

activity.

The Shape Game – An autobiographical

picture book in which the author’s

semi-functional family takes a trip to

the art museum for Mother’s day. A

game that begins with finding shapes in

the pictures turns into making art from

shapes on the journey home. Older

elementary school kids will get a kick

out of the family dynamics. By

Anthony Browne. Ages 4 to 8 for story,

grades 1 through 4 for activity.

A Poke in the I: A Collection of Concrete

Poems—Poetry in which the words cre-

ate pictures on the page. By Paul B.

Janeczko. Grade 3 and up.

MARY OLUONYE’S PICKS:  

There’s a Frog in My Throat: 440 Animal

Sayings a Little Bird Told Me—A cacoph-

ony of colorfully illustrated sayings on

each page. By Loreen Leedy and Pat

Street. Grade 3 and up.

Dare to be Scared: 13 Stories to Chill and

Thrill—A good read for kids who like

to be scared. By Robert D. San Souci.

Grades 4 through 7.

Gifts from the Sea –– Historical fiction

based on a true event. In the mid-

1800s a baby is found floating in the

water near a Maine lighthouse. The

infant is cared for by a girl and her

father until a mysterious woman

arrives. By Natalie Kinsey-Warnock.

Grades 4 through 6.

The Key Collection – The close relation-

ship between Jimmy and his grand-

mother is thrown into turmoil when

Grandma must move away to receive

the supervised care she needs. By

Andrea Cheng. Grades 3 through 5.

Surviving the Applewhites – A punk

expellee reaches his last chance for

educational redemption among a fami-

ly of eclectic and eccentric home-

schoolers. By Stephanie S. Tolan. Teen.

The First Part Last – This award-winning

story of a teenage single father is

revealed in short, lyrical chapters with

a twist at the end. By Angela Johnson.

Mature Teen.

The House of the Scorpion – An award-

winning, page-turning fantasy about a

futuristic world of human clones bred

for a purpose. By Nancy

Farmer. Teen.

NIKKI PETRONE’S
FAVORITES:

The Tale of Despereaux – A

modern fairy tale in which

a mouse falls in love with a

human princess. By Kate

DiCamillo. On tape, grade

2 and up, independent

readers grade 4 and up.  

Peek-a-Book: A Lift-the-Flap

Bedtime Rhyme – This color-

ful book designed to appeal

to babies contains rhyming

words, peek-a-boo flaps

and objects that they will

recognize. By Lee Wardlaw.

0 to 2 years.

Forest Explorer: A Life-Sized

Field Guide – Oversize pho-

tographic spreads depict

the teeming life in each

level of the forest. By Nic

Bishop. Kindergarten

through grade 4. 

KATHY FEHRENBACH’S PICKS:

Babybug – A colorful board-book style

magazine of simple stories and poetry

for the very young. 0 to 2 years.

Cobblestone – An American history mag-

azine in an award-winning format.

Carus Publishing. Grades 5 through 7. 

My Lucky Day – A day in the life of a

predator-exploiting pig. By Keiko Kasza.

Kindergarten through grade 2. 

Olivia Kidney – Olivia loses the key to

her apartment and is forced to mingle

with her odd and fanciful neighbors. By

Ellen Potter. Grades 4 through 6.

AUDREY LEVENTHAL’S PICKS: 

How smart is your dog? 30 Fun Science

Activities with Your Pet – Learn how to

check Fido’s pulse, muzzle length, and

cranial nerves, among other topics. By

D. Caroline Coile. Grades 5 through 7. 

The King of Slippery Falls – An adopted

16-year-old goes on a quest to catch the

biggest trout ever and discover whether

he is truly a descendent of French

monarchy. By Sid Hite. Teen.

Flavor of the Week – A chef ’s version of

Cyrano de Bergerac. A high-schooler’s

chance to enter chef school runs amok

when he agrees to prepare food to help

his best friend woo his secret crush.

Recipes included. By Tucker Shaw. Teen.

The Map that Breathed – The contents of

a mysterious package enable Nora and

Billy to enter another world, but they

simultaneously unleash a monster in

their own. By Melanie Gideon. Grades

5 through 8.

SUSAN SCHEPS’S PICKS:

Gregor the Overlander- A boy’s adventures

in an insect underworld. By Suzanne

Collins. Grades 4 through 8. 

And the Good Brown Earth – A poetic ren-

dering of the relationship between

Gram, Joe, and the earth they tend

through the seasons. Warm earth-toned

illustrations. By Kathy Henderson.

Preschool to grade 1. 
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Summer is block party time in Shaker Heights

and, after Memorial Day kicks-off the season,

some eighty street parties will be celebrated

throughout the city. While the traditions of many

of these get-togethers hearken back to the Fifties,

other ways of having fun have evolved as newcom-

ers and younger generations pick up the baton. 

Leighton Road is a small street in the Boulevard

neighborhood with just fourteen homes.

Sandwiched between Larchmere and Shaker

boulevards, the street is one of Shaker’s quietest

byways. Yet it is here where one of Americana’s

greatest traditions is played out every Memorial

Day weekend.

Robin Minter Smyers, who planned last year’s

party, says the event is more than just fun and

games – it has history attached, creating a sense of

community and identity enjoyed by residents of all

ages. 

One unique tradition of the Leighton block

party is its acknowledgment of Memorial Day’s

significance. Each child takes a turn reading a por-

tion of the Gettysburg address while wearing an

Abraham Lincoln top hat. The well-worn hat has

circulated through the families on the street longer

than anyone on the street can remember. Another

historic tradition is when residents march along

the street together belting out Civil War tunes.

For Leighton Road couples, the chance to claim

victory over the street’s other duos has brought

out a competitive spirit – as well as a fun-loving

one – for years. “We have an egg toss that is taken

much more seriously than you might expect,”

laughs Smyers. The same trophy has been passed

from home to home for the past five decades.

And teens are not left out either. Since the

Leighton Road party is close to the end of the

school year, there is often a special cake to cele-

BY LINDA SASLOW

The Social 
Neighbors come together at Shaker’s  

Photographs: The Shaker Heights Fire Department, Michele Gronek, Betsy Potiker, Don Snyder.
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Season
 summer street parties
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brate the achievement of anyone graduating

from high school.

With so much to be organized, the

party planners get together well in advance.

Marked by cocktails and deserts, the annual

planning party includes the ceremonial

handoff of the ‘planning bag’ from last

year’s planner to the latest designated

organizer. The bag contains past fliers for

the event, and information about the cor-

rect city offices to contact about closing the

street for the event. The younger genera-

tion is also involved: The eldest children on

the street assist the planner by organizing

the kids’events, such as the candy hunt and

a bevy of summer games.

While all the Leighton Road households

attend their own party, the annual

Larchmere neighborhood party, which also

takes place during the Memorial Day week-

end, includes guests from six different

streets, located in both Cleveland and

Shaker Heights. Centered on Haddam

Road, the street party was started in the

Sixties by longtime resident Gus Douthitt.

Gus’s widow Pat recalls that some years

there were four impromptu bands marching

around Haddam Road, even making home

visits to elderly and housebound neighbors.

Douthitt spearheaded the event for

nearly thirty years, until his death in 1992.

Now, nearly twelve years later, the residents

of Haddam, Coventry, Cormere, Ardoon,

Larchmere and Kemper roads still enjoy

the traditions he started. Today’s event fea-

tures music by John Phillips Sousa, and a

parade led by a red convertible flying the

Stars and Stripes. More than fifty neighbor-

hood children decorate their bikes and

roller skates with streamers and follow the

car as it circles the block.

According to party coordinator Michele

Groneck, the children also engage in an

annual but spontaneous free-for-all water

pistol fight which leaves all the area chil-

dren soaked by day’s end. A fire engine is

almost always featured as many firefighters

lives in the neighborhood and like to bring

one from their own unit.

THERE WERE FOUR IMPROMPTU

BANDS MARCHING AROUND

HADDAM ROAD, EVEN MAKING

HOME VISITS TO ELDERLY AND

HOUSEBOUND NEIGHBORS.

faralli

FARALLI’S Kitchen & Bath Design Studio
2804 S.O.M. Center Rd. • Willoughby Hills • 440-944-4499

For those who want the best...

Visit our website at www.faralli.com
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THE FINANCIAL STRATEGY OF THE LARCHMERE PARTY IS SIMPLE: MICHELE

GRONECK AND HER COMMITTEE COLLECT $5 FROM EACH FAMILY AT THE

PARTY, AND THE COLLECTED MONEY BECOMES THE BUDGET FOR NEXT

YEAR’S EVENT.



LOW-COST  
Home Equity Line-of-Crediti

Looking to open a Home Equity Line-of-Credit or
move your current line to a better fi nancial institution?

Look to SCCU, Inc., for a Great Deal!
� No ANNUAL fee!
� No APPRAISAL fee!
� No LOAN Fees!
� Low Rate . . . Currently at 4.500% APR*

*Rates subject to change without notice. Other interest rates and terms may apply.
Interest rates offered are variable: with terms to 240 months

YOU  CAN  JOIN!
Membership open to all who Live, Work, Worship, or Attend School

in Shaker Heights

SHAKER COMMUNITY
CREDIT UNION, INC.

Real People, Real Financial Solutions
3581 Lee Road

Shaker Heights, OH 44120
(216) 752-6111

shtcu_loansgwz@hotmail.com

�  O T H E R  L O W - R A T E  P R O G R A M S  A V A I L A B L E  �

Each account insured up to $250,000

Because of the vast size of the

Larchmere block party, organization is key.

Groneck meets in February or March each

year with a few friends, creating a “fabu-

lous flier” that spells out the schedule and

job assignments. The financial strategy of

the party is simple: Groneck and her com-

mittee collect $5 from each family at the

party, and that becomes the budget for

next year’s event, paying for hot dogs,

snacks and pop. The rest of the party food

is “an elaborate and wonderful” potluck

feast that is assigned via flyer.

While the Leighton and Larchmere res-

idents opt to have their block parties at

the beginning of the summer, residents of

Lansmere Road in the Fernway neighbor-

hood end the season with a Labor Day

Weekend celebration. Since each family

kicks in $10 more than each family at the

Larchmere party, the planning committee

hires entertainment such as the Euclid

Beach Rocket and a children’s magician.

Another Lansmere Road expense is the

pizza delivery that supplements the

potluck fare. Fun for the adults includes

an ice cream eating contest and an egg

toss. Lansmere block party planner Betsy

Potiker says the event is a great opportuni-

ty for the “usual silliness” associated with

an All-American block party.

Last summer, two sets of friends, Alice

Dub and Liz Wright, and Laura McGowan

and Jennifer Gehrlein, planned two differ-

ent celebrations for the residents of the

High School Oval, both to have occurred

on Labor Day. The four did not realize the

When p lann ing  a  b lock  par ty,  i t ’s  

impor tant  to  contac t  the  C i t y  w i th  the

date  and t ime o f  the  par ty  as  soon as

that  in fo rmat ion  i s  se t .  No o f f ic ia l

c i t y  pe rmi ts  a re  needed,  however  in

o rder  to  rece ive  permiss ion  to  b lock

the  road and to  rece ive  bar r icades

f rom the  Po l ice  Depar tment ,  the  C i t y

must  be  aware  o f  the  event  two  weeks

befo re  i t  occurs .  Schedul ing  the

b lock  par ty  i s  done  th rough C i t y

Events  Coord inato r  Sandra  B lue  a t

491-1354,  o r  f i l l  ou t  the  on l ine  fo rm

at  the  C i t y ’s  webs i te ,

shakeron l ine .com.
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plans of the other group until the groups ran

into each other passing out signs promoting

their respective events. They quickly joined

forces and the result was a hugely successful,

double-sized block party.

“The coincidence was scary, comical and

a bit embarrassing,” said Liz Wright. The

coincidental parties had been planned in a

spur of the moment spirit the two weeks

before Labor Day. “It was really funny

because we went out on the same day to pass

out fliers and saw what the other was

doing.” Wright also said that annual

block parties have helped to create unity

among the Oval’s residents. “We are a

unique neighborhood because we are

separated by a large high school. We

don’t see these people everyday because

of the distance.”

And bridging the distances, as well has

having summer fun, are what neighbor-

hood block parties are all about.
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NEIGHBOR SPOTLIGHT

Donna Williams Alexander calls herself a “real cheerleader for

Shaker Heights”, but she does far more than talk the city up to any-

one who’ll listen. She’s really more of a “player” for Shaker.  She’s

been spotted walking the streets of her Sussex neighborhood,

knocking on doors and talking to residents about grant money that

is available for sprucing up their neighborhood. That’s part of what

she does as a trustee of the Sussex Community Association. She’s

also been named to the mayor’s Task Force for Recreation and

Leisure. It’s not that Alexander has a great deal of leisure time her-

self:  she’s a wife, a mom, and a trial attorney for the Equal

Employment Opportunity Commission.

Alexander, who grew up in the Heights, was thinking about bal-

ancing her life way back in high school. She was considering pursu-

ing a career as a physician, when she decided that that would leave

her little time for a family. She opted instead to study law and help

others in the legal arena. “The time period I grew up in really

shaped me as an individual,” the tail-end baby boomer says. “I left

high school with a real sense of the need for civil justice.” While a

law student at Ohio State, Alexander did a stint working for a con-

gressman on Capitol Hill.

Alexander’s first legal job was helping small companies incorpo-

rate and develop personnel policies. She also spent time as the assis-

tant university attorney for Case. But long hours at a medium-size

law firm and a persistent daughter sent Alexander looking for some-

thing different. “Working at a busy law firm and heading for the

partner track were simply not my values,” she said. “I had to work

Saturdays and my daughter, especially, hated it. I used to try to

sneak out of the house before she got up. I tried to explain to her

that her father and I had to work to earn money, but she walked

over to a drawer and pulled out some change and said, ‘Look! We’ve

got money!’” 

When a position became available at the EEOC offices in

Cleveland, Alexander was quick to make the move. The Cleveland

office covers all of Ohio. Anyone who believes they’ve been discrim-

inated against in the workplace due to age, race, gender, disability,

religion or national origin, can ask the EEOC to investigate. If inves-

tigators find cause for the claim, the first step is to try to mediate a

settlement. If that fails, the file comes to Alexander and the other

trial attorneys for litigation consideration. “We do look for impact

cases, such as class action cases that would provide relief for more

than one person. That’s a better use of taxpayer dollars. But we also

do one-on-one cases,” she says. “We have an incredible amount of

sexual harassment cases. There are so many cases of women being

held economic hostage by employers.” Alexander also spends time

Donna Williams Alexander: Attorney and Advocate

educating corporate America about EEOC laws and educating citi-

zens about their rights. 

With a full plate at work, Alexander still tries to zip home to cook

dinner for her family, which includes husband Ron, an administrator

at the NASA Glenn Research Center, and daughter, Lauren, 17, and

son, Brad, 10, who are in Shaker Schools. She and Ron were college

sweethearts. When it came time to decide where to settle, the cou-

ple was quick to choose Shaker Heights. “We’ve always loved the

architecture here,” she says. “And we’re big fans of the schools, too.

In fact, I’m quite a cheerleader for Shaker Heights in general. I think

it’s a wonderful place to live and I’ll do anything I can to keep it that

way. We like it here; it speaks to who we are. We have a real sense of

community here.” 
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Jeffrey Maguire:Software Entrepreneur

BY AMY GARVEY

New Yorker Jeff Maguire discovered the greater Cleveland area quite

by accident. Meeting up with a business acquaintance here during

one of the Indians’ winning seasons, Maguire quickly decided that

this would be a great place to start his internet technology business.

“The cost structure of starting an internet technology company here

was much more affordable here than the East Coast,” he says. “And

Cleveland’s central location makes it easy for travel to many major

cities. I knew I could be as happy here as just about anywhere.” Eight

years, one company, a wife, one major haircut of formerly waist-

length locks, four children and a minivan later, Maguire has his roots

sunk happily into good Ohio soil.

Maguire’s company, Knowbase Networks, combines his experi-

ence with internet technology with a lifelong love of learning, reading

and understanding. His technology career began even before he grad-

uated from high school. The young computer guru worked as an

internet technology consultant for an environmental consulting firm.

He continued consulting for another company while in college, and

Maguire watched firsthand as the internet began to heat things up in

the business world. “We saw the need to leverage technology to drive

learning within organizations,” he says. “Here at Knowbase, we bring

together organizational development and design and see how we can

help a company run more effectively. We like to say we can make the

company smarter.”

The key, Maguire says, is changing human behavior. “You can

teach anybody anything, say, about time management. But to have a

lasting impact, you need to change that person’s behavior,” Maguire

says. “We offer interactive role play situations for training, to try and

drive the behavioral change.” For interactive training purposes,

Knowbase might develop a story board and script, toss in some ani-

mation, and perhaps tap some of the client’s employees as actors. 

Knowbase also produces online software that enables salesmen all

over the country to take online courses regarding specific product

knowledge. The company also assists with online commercial bank-

ing. Knowbase does, in other words, whatever can be done to make a

company’s sales and customer service processes work smarter.

When Maguire isn’t changing the corporate world from his office

in Cleveland Heights, he has plenty of action waiting for him at his

Lomond home. He and his wife, Alison, met shortly after he moved

here, and now juggle four children: Zachary, 7, Austin, 4, Arianna, 2

and Isabella, eight months. Because he married into a hockey family,

Maguire not only helps to coach Zachary’s team, he’s also taking

hockey lessons so he knows what he’s talking about. “Besides,” he

jokes. “Hockey is the center of Shaker Heights’ universe.”

In his spare time, Maguire might get in some writing and

recording of music -which brings us back to that waist-length hair

thing. Although his hard rock band, Eleven, only has a few engage-

ments each year, Maguire admits to starting to think about grow-

ing his hair again. “I wouldn’t go as long as it was,” he muses.

“Maybe just about down to my shoulders.” It’s good to be the

boss. 
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SHAKER POSTCARDS

“Don’t breathe the air and

don’t touch anyone. Really,

just don’t go.”

That was the advice I received from an

old friend by telephone early one morning, 

a week before I was to fly off to the Dark

Continent – Africa. 

“Thank you for your concern,” I mum-

bled, half awake. “But I already paid for my

ticket. And, besides, the president went.”

“Yes,” was the response. “But he cleared

the island of Goree of all its residents first

and brought his own food and bottled

water.”

“Well, my brother,” I thought. “You’ve

been hoodwinked, bamboozled, run amuck

and misled!” I had seen a PBS special a year

earlier where Dr. Henry Louis Gates from

Harvard University had traveled to many dif-

ferent African countries and shared his find-

ings. I remember being impressed when he

went to Goree Island, just outside of Dakar

Serenade to
Senegal

BY ANGELIA LEE

Angelia Lee (right) helps Fulani village women pound
grain for bread.



At the invitation of
a Shaker dance and
song ensemble,
Moreland resident
Angelia Lee took
her first interna-
tional trip – 
to West Africa. 

The author with souvenirs
from her trip: a Fulani tribal
mask, a kora (Senegalese
lute), instrument case, and
blanket.
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The tour group included Shakerites (from left) Dr. Eugene White, Josephine and Marlana Kendricks, Ashley Mackel, Edna
Duffy, Brittany Prevo, Angelia Lee, Pam Prevo and Laverne Jenkins. The group is with Chief Ndual (rear) and their tour
guide (second from right) in a Fulani village near Pink Lake.
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(the capital of Senegal in West Africa),

where the Maison Des Esclaves, or slave

house, and the famous “Door of No

Return” are – I dreamed to go. Then, like a

fairytale wish being granted, I met the

members of Duffy Liturgical Dance

Ensemble, an intergenerational dance and

choral group here in Shaker. The group,

which preserves Negro spirituals in song

and expresses them in dance, takes interna-

tional tours: Their next trip was to be

Dakar, that ancient city, whose jutting tip on

The group poses with a tour guide, Konte (left), on their way to the sand dunes.

the edge of the the continent was the

departing point of countless Africans sent as

slaves to the New World.

Edna Duffy, a former Shaker Heights

Middle School teacher and the ensemble’s

visionary, invited me to go along. The only

requirement was that I had to sing or

dance! Having just finished a five-week

National Writer’s Project at Kent State

University, I had time for only two

rehearsals with the troupe before we left. I

went to one dance session and, although it

Slightly smaller than South Dakota and
with a population of over 10 million peo-
ple, the Republic of Senegal is the west-
ernmost country on the African continent.
Senegal achieved independence from
France in 1960. (Illustration by Scott Green)



was modern based, I was too out of shape

for a public showing. My mother, however,

was pleased because she was finally able to

see her thirty-five-year-old investment in

Music School Settlement voice lessons put

to use – I became the newest member of

the Duffy Liturgical chorus. I had always

been a soprano and never sang alto but

luckily still had some voice range. It

seemed like a small price to pay for the

experience of a lifetime; hopefully no one

knew I was singing off key!

The tour was set up by Music

International, a Connecticut-based firm,

who assured us of excellent accommoda-

tion and a seamless progression of events

and concerts. Most of the members of

Duffy Liturgical Ensemble are Shakerites,

although some people from Delaware,

Washington, D.C., and Ilinois joined us. In

all, seventeen of us traveled from Cleveland

to Madrid to Dakar. In Spain we had a

mini-tour and made a stop at The Prada,

Spain’s National Art Museum. Our tour

guide, who was supposed to inform us of

the arts and culture of the region, did not

even know that the Moors, who had a great

influence on Spain, came from Africa or

were black. Director Duffy, whose motto is

“Engaging the mind, disciplining the body,

and developing the talents of all ages”

decided to tell her differently. Next stop:

Dakar. On the flight, spirituals were softly

played throughout the cabin as we cruised

onward toward Africa.

This was my first overseas trip, touching

three continents in a day. I had some trepi-

dation about flying this far for so long and

then there was the issue of terrorism.

Before I left, an old friend suggested that if

terrorists didn’t get me, the bugs would. 

The sky was veiled in black when we

arrived at the Leopold Sedor Senghar

Airport, named for Senegal’s first president

and national poet. There to meet us was a

34 WWW.SHAKERONLINE.COM
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young official dressed in his entire regalia,

a brown shirt with gold braids looped to

colorful medals, blue pants with red

stripes on each side, and sporting a cap

like that of our own Marines. He stood

tall, black as the night itself, a natural

beauty smiling a perfect set of white teeth

at me and simply said, “Welcome home.”

I stopped holding my breath. The

sweet air, the warm smiles everywhere

and the beautifully sculpted black people,

made me feel that this tiny protrusion of

the Dark Continent splashed stars over

this light-skinned African-American girl

and was illuminating and emanating a light

so bright that my cells danced to the

rhythms my soul had almost forgotten. I

was in the place that existed before we

were all divided into human races; I was

at home.

Our ensemble stayed at the Le

Meridien President Dakar hotel for five

days, which was absolutely beautiful.

Dakar is a modern city of 1.5 million

inhabitants with stunning skyscrapers and

historic colonial homes. Situated on the

ocean, it is vibrant with open-air markets

and cafes, art galleries, museums and fes-

tivals. It is a shoppers’ paradise with

exquisite arts and crafts and skilled car-

pentry for sale everywhere, on the streets,

in markets, and a multitude of stores. We

explored the city, the Sandaga, Kermel

and Soumbedioume markets,

Independence Square, the Presidential

Palace, Dakar University, and visited a

sand-painting gallery.

One of the most outstanding moments

for me during the tour was the day we

went on a ferry to Goree Island for a per-

formance. It was when we were at the

Sudan School on Point Street, the site of a

seventeenth century military barracks,

Senegal's glittering coastline.
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NNow is the time to make your dreams come true.
Realize your dream of having a custom kitchen with the professional staff
and quality products Somrak’s can provide. Visit our showroom and see 

the stuff dreams are made of.

that I learned, by spirit, the true meaning

of the American Negro Spiritual. It was

there that I felt my ancestors rise up from

the ground to take hold of me and not let

me go. I cried an ocean of tears as we sang,

“Lord, How Come I’m Here.”

When we got to the slave station, with

cells that held up to 200 Africans with the

apartments of the slave dealers up above,

one of our members felt he could not pro-

ceed. It was at the slave house of Saint

Germain, with the ‘Door of No Return’ as

our backdrop, that we sang “Lift Every

Voice and Sing” and our souls began to

heal. Here, our feet stood on the same dirt

that had been drenched with blood, sorrow,

tears, sweat and pain. Here, we came back

as the great, great grandsons and grand-

daughters of those who had survived. Pride

rushed over me like the ocean crest rushed

the shore, changing me forever.

We performed at the Martyrs del

Ouganda Church, Douta Seck Theatrical

Hall, the National School for the Arts, the

Missionary School, and the Dakar Hospital.

Our final performance was at the Mission

Catholique. A man rushed with out-

stretched arms to me and said, “You sing of

life. Thank you.” He said they had never

heard such songs and I reminded him this

was an original American art form which

sprang from the longing for an African

home, or a coding system to escape from

the oppression of a new one.

I saw a woman take her gold and dia-

mond earrings out of her ears and give

them to our senior dancer in appreciation.

I saw Americans who came to our perform-
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1 mile East of I-271 / Across from Eton

■ Entry Systems 

■ Complete Design & 
Installation Services 

■ Wrought Iron Railings,
Gates, and Light Fixtures 

■ Hardware 

■ Interior Doors 

■ Custom Art Glass 

■ Wainscoting
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that will 
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ance wipe their tears. At one performance,

we joined with three regional choirs where

we sang together in French, Wolof (the

native tongue), and English.

We went to Lac Retba, or Pink Lake,

where the water is so salty it appears pink,

rode up and down sand dunes, and visited a

Fulani village. We stayed at the Hotel Japon

Savana Resort and went on an excursion to

Saloum Ndangane, a delta area in one of

the most beautiful parts of Senegal. We

returned to Cleveland, Ohio on a Saturday

night. Back to fast foods, faxes, fast paces,

and our own richly diverse cultures.

The people of Senegal were colorful and

kind, their food was both different and

familiar, and the accommodations were

superior. I would have to say, though, that

the greatest experience of this Shaker

Heights girl was to go to Africa with a

group of scholarly Shakerites, brought

together by Shaker’s Duffy Liturgical Dance

Ensemble, and sing American Negro

Spirituals to my ancestors. As a result, I

have a completeness that will last a lifetime.

And to my old skeptical friend, I would say

the African Riviera is truly something to

behold. People from all over the world have

been enjoying it for years. I did as well.

If you have an interesting story about a vacation

or sabbatical that you would like to share with

Shaker Life readers, please email

shaker.mag@ci.shaker-heights.oh.us or call

491-1459.

The sculpture, La Porte du Millenaire,
greets visitors in downtown Dakar. French
is the republic’s official language.
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HUMOR

Nothing feels more like summer than baseball—and nothing feels more All-American, All-

Suburban and All-Shaker than coaching your offspring’s baseball team. For Shaker Man, day-

dreaming at a deskful of paperwork, the smell of the leather and the crack of the bat are powerful

reminders of shining summers past, when he roamed right field like a gallant knight ...

“I thought you only played one year of Little League,” he wife says, interrupting his reverie.

“And that you only got on base one time. Didn’t the pitch hit you or something?”

“I was standing my ground in the batter box.”

“And then you played, what, two years of softball?”

“Where, I might point out, my slick fielding got me

moved to second base.”

“Didn’t they call you Linguine Arm?”

“We all had nicknames. It’s a guy thing.”

“And you think you’re ready to coach a bunch of six-

year-olds?”

“Manage the team. As in Manager. And they don’t need a

Hall of Famer,” he says. “They need a teacher. Someone

with an understanding of the basic skills and the patience to

pass them on.”

“So who’d you have in mind?”

“Funny. Just you watch. This will be the best-managed T-

ball team in history. You’ll be—”

“—Amazed if you make it through the summer without

breaking a leg?”

“You’ll be—”

“—Stunned if you’re not sputtering by the end of the

first game?’

“If I could just—”

“—Go back in time and recapture whatever it is you

think you lost in right field or wherever?”

“Just you wait and see.”

Practice: Alas for Shaker Man, he learns at the first

practice that most of the kids on his T-ball team have never

held a mitt or bat, much less run the bases, fielded grounders or caught a fly ball. Even worse,

they close their eyes for every activity except throwing (for which, based on their accuracy, they

might as well close their eyes). Shaker Man—eyeing a dusty field full of batters flailing helplessly

at teed-up balls, at throws rolling under bleachers, at outfielders playing tag with their mitts—

decides to take matters into his own hands. Finding a T-baller still clinging to his mother, Shaker

Man offers to take the young man—call him Herman—under his wing. Herman’s mom beams.

Field of    
DreamsShaker Man

discovers that,
during base-
ball season, 
he may just be
‘The Rookie’

SHAKER JOURNAL:
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BY JOHN R. BRANDT

Illustrated by BettyAnne Green

“OK, Herman,” says Shaker Man. “Put

the mitt on your hand—”

“On your left hand—”

“Yes, that one—”

“That one—”

“Other way—”

“No, the other way—”

“With your thumb in the thumb-hole—”

“I know it feels uncomfortable—”

“You have to wear it on that hand because

you have to throw with your right hand—”

“Because you’re right-handed—”

“JUST THROW ME THE BALL!”

Herman’s mother loses her smile, then

re-forms it, although her gaze narrows.

Shaker Man smiles sheepishly at her, then

turns back to Herman.

“OK,” he says, “Now I’m going to throw

the ball to you.”

Herman closes his eyes and puts up his

mitt like a loaf of bread he might sell. The

ball lands with a distressing thud in the mid-

dle of his forehead.

“OW,” he says.

Shaker Man, aware that Herman’s mother

is watching, attempts to be patient.

“Herman,” he says, “You need to keep

your eyes open.”

“OK,” says Herman, tears forming in

those eyes.

“Shake it off.”

Herman’s lip trembles. “OK,” he man-

ages.

Shaker Man smiles at Herman’s mother.

She doesn’t smile back.

“Hold up your mitt, now—”

“Higher—”

“Not that high—”

“Lower—”

“Right there—”

“OK, here goes—”

Shaker Man tosses the ball in a perfect arc

towards Herman’s Junior Barry Bonds X-

2600 Mitt. Unfortunately, Herman—having

learned what happens when someone throws

a baseball at your forehead—not only closes

his eyes but turns his entire head, waving his

mitt as if he were swatting a bee. The perfect

throw catches Herman flush in the ear.

“OWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW

WWW!”

Games: Unfortunately for Shaker Man—

now down a player, after Herman’s departure

(and his mother’s complaint about the Bad

Coach to the League Office)—his team

performs little better in games than in

practice. Batters follow their infrequent

hits by running to third base, or by forget-

ting to run at all. Every ground ball occa-

sions a roving group meeting as 15 minia-

ture players chase, kick and scream at the

rolling horsehide, yet seem unable to pick

it up. Fly balls are even worse: Shaker Man

has to cover his eyes, peeking through split

fingers, as the shortstop stares straight into

the sky, completely oblivious to the near-

fatal arc of a popup that misses his nose by

millimeters before crashing between his

feet. Throws end up at 45º or even 90º

angles to their intended lines, endangering

players, coaches and spectators alike.

Worst of all for our hero, though, is the

fact that the attention span of his six-year-

old charges doesn’t last for the entire hour

of their two-inning game. This point is

brought home by his own son who, deep in

the middle of a 14-run scoring binge by

the opposition, has turned his back on

home plate, his mitt covering his face.

“Are you bored?” Shaker Man asks.

“Nah,” Six replies. “I just need to get

home.”

“Why?”

Six reflects for a moment before

answering: “I’ve got a lot of paperwork to

do.”

Snack: Perhaps the most significant

change since Shaker Man’s

youth is the fact that every

team gets a treat after every

game, regardless of the

score.

“I can’t believe this,” he

tells his wife. “In my day we

didn’t get ice cream unless

we won the game.”

“And?”

“And we never won! But

we never got any ice cream

either,” he says knowingly.

“I’m still waiting for the

point.”

Shaker Man wags his

finger. “We didn’t expect

something for nothing. We

knew that life was hard, and

that we had to work for every advantage.”

“Let me get this straight,” says Ms

Shaker Man. “You think that giving a

Popsicle to a six-year-old who can barely

remember which way to run the bases will

create life-long emotional immaturity—”

“That’s probably overstating it, but

yes—”

“As opposed to the immaturity created

in a 45-year-old man by a lack of ice cream

39 years ago—”

“Now wait a minute—”

“If you leave now, you’ll have time to

get the snacks before the game.”



H      istoric Shaker Heights is the 
setting for The South Shaker, which 
typifies old world architecture and 
craftsmanship in apartment living. A 
landscaped courtyard sets the stage 
for fine living and introduces you to 
one-to-four-bed-room suites. Amen-
ities are numerous and include 
vaulted ceilings, hardwood flooring, 
rich moldings, ornate woodburning 
fireplaces, celestory windows, central 
air, elevators and two-story living 
spaces. The South Shaker is a Shaker 
Certified building and is exclusively 
represented by Linda Hart. Call for 
a tour.
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“But—”

“I have two words for you.”

“Yes?”

“Bad Coach.”

“I’m going.”

Unfortunately for Shaker Man, his

choice of “healthy” snacks at the local Gas-

It-Up-And-Go—apples and bananas, jun-

ior bottles of Nada por Nada spring

water—remain untouched on the bench.

“Well,” he says. “Dig in! It’s snack

time.”

After a pregnant pause, one little T-

baller offers: “What are these?”

Followed by another: “Last year we at

least got Popsicles.”

And another: “And sometimes ice

cream.”

“Or cookies.”

“Or fruit roll-ups.”

“With juice drinks!”

“Or soda pop!”

“Yeah!”

In the midst of this mob scene—Shaker

Man could swear a banana was just thrown

at him, and an apple is rolling at his feet—

Six tugs at his sleeve.

“Dad,” he says. “I want to go home.”

“More paperwork?”

“No,” he says. “But I think Herman

might be right.”

“Herman?”

“Maybe you are a Bad Coach ...”

John R. Brandt warms the bench in the

Boulevard area with wife Lana, daughter Emma

and son Aidan.



LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

AGE: 50-something

LIVES IN: Fernway area
USES: Main Library
OCCUPATION: Self-employed pre-
school teacher
READS: 2 – 3 books a week
ALL-TIME FAVORITE BOOK: The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle by Haruki
Murakami
OTHER FAVORITES: The Horse
Whisperer by Nicholas Evans
LIKES TO READ: Cookbooks in bed
DOESN’T READ: Science fiction
INFLUENCES: According to D’Souza,
“My husband is an A+ reader and we
share our reading suggestions – and the
Shaker Library staff is always very help-
ful and friendly.”

INTERESTS: Enjoys teaching children
to cook and sew
VOLUNTEER SERVICE: D’Souza is a
former board member of the North Union
Farmers Market and the Shaker Heights
PTO. She currently volunteers her sewing
skills for the Play and Learn Station at the
Main Library.
FAMILY: Stanley, medical scientist;
grown children Sunil (SHHS ’98), Ranjit
(SHHS ’00) and Ping (SHHS ’03)
BRIEF BIO: D’Souza grew up in the
Chinese food business in Melbourne,
Australia. She has worked in the field of
early childhood education for the past 28
years. D’Souza and her family have
enjoyed life in the U.S. for the past 20
years. 

Reader of theMonth
MARY LOUEY D’SOUZA

Come to Summer (Computer)
School at Main Library

Want to learn how to build a web page or add

animation and sound to a PowerPoint presen-

tation? This summer, residents can take free

computer classes at Main Library to learn a

new skill or to hone an old one. A variety of

classes are offered at different times during the

day.  Listed below are the class dates and

times. For a complete class description, ask for

a Computer Class Schedule at either library. 

3 P.M. JULY 8: WORKING WITH WINDOWS

6:30 P.M. JULY 12: INTRODUCTION TO

POWERPOINT

10 A.M. JULY 14: HOW TO BUILD A WEB

SITE

3 P.M. JULY 15: GRAPHICS AND

ANIMATION IN POWERPOINT

10 A.M. JULY 21: CREATING AND USING

FORMS IN ACCESS

3 P.M. JULY 22: INTRODUCTION TO EXCEL

10 A.M. JULY 28: CHARTS AND TABLES IN

EXCEL

3 P.M. JULY 29: CREATING ACCESS

DATABASES FROM SCRATCH

In addition to these classes, the Library

offers introductory classes on the Internet at

10 a.m. Tuesdays July 6 and 20; a Basic Word

Processing class at 10 a.m. July 27 and a Web

E-mail class at 10 a.m. July 13.

For more information or to register for

classes, please call the Main Library Computer

Center at 991-2030 extension 3185.

Sign of the Times
If it’s summer, it’s time to join the library’s

Summer Reading Program, which continues

through July 31. This year’s theme is “Buggy

for Books” and the library is swarming with

children participating in a variety of activities.

Children, teens and adults, too, can read

along and earn a bright green yard sign that

shows they are “Buggy for Books at the Shaker

Library.” 

Plant a seed (and your sign) – READ! For

more information, call or visit the library.
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Informed Decision 2004
The Library continues its series on issues that will be important in determining the out-

come of the November Presidential Election. May’s topic included a discussion on the fed-

eral government’s role in health care and June’s conversation focused on civil unions, same

sex marriage and the Defense of Marriage Act.

Representatives from the Republican, Democratic, Green and Libertarian Parties will be

present to discuss issues with those who agree — and disagree with them at 7:30 p.m.

Mondays, July 19 and August 23. 

The topic for the July 19 discussion is Environment: Should the Government Protect It?

The August 23 topic is Education and the No Child Left Behind Act. Registration, while not

required, is appreciated. For more information, please call the Main Library’s Information

Desk, 991-2030.

Wireless Access Is Available at the Library
The second floor of the Main Library and the entirety of Bertram Woods Branch offer wire-

less connections to the Internet. No special procedure is required for connection. Properly

equipped laptop and notebook computers can connect using the Library’s wireless connec-

tion just as they would to other typical wireless networks.
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Summer Book Talks and
Book Discussion

Opportunities
Residents seeking summer reading book

suggestions are invited to Bertram Woods

Branch at 7 p.m. Wednesday, July 7 or 3

p.m. Thursday, July 8 for a Recent and

Recommended Book Talk by Shaker librar-

ians. Handouts with annotation of the sug-

gested books will be available following the

program. Reservations are requested by

calling 991-2421.

At 10 a.m. Tuesday, July 13 residents

can discuss the book Plainsong by Kent

Haruf at the Main Library. To reserve your

spot, call 991-2030.

Friends Elect Officers and
Host An Author in the

Woods Garden
Friends of the Shaker Library will hold

their Annual Meeting and Election of

Officers at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July 13 in the

Summer Reading Program
(for children ages 2 - 12) 

BEE A READER GOES BUGGY FOR BOOKS
JUNE - JULY 31
Here’s the buzz! Visit the Children’s
Department at either library to register
for the Summer Reading Program and
reap exciting rewards. Report your hours
spent reading, now through the end of
July. Prizes include a yard sign, a buggy T-
shirt transfer and more! Have your photo
taken with a giant insect and add your pic-
ture to our reading wall of fame! Save your
check-out receipts and add your name to
the Creepy Crawly Critter. Answer the
‘Question of the Day’ and take a chance
on weekly prize drawings!



JULY |  AUGUST 2004 43

Kids’ Corner

MAIN LIBRARY 16500 VAN AKEN BOULEVARD 991-2030

BERTRAM WOODS BRANCH 20600 FAYETTE ROAD 991-2421

NEW!  BABY SUMMER SAMPLER AT
WOODS BRANCH 
Language and literacy promoting activi-
ties for babies12 – 23 months and an
adult
10 a.m. Mondays, July 12 (Baby Songs), July
19  (Baby Touch) and July 26 (Baby Play)

Class size is limited and registration begins 2
weeks before each program. 

STORIES AND MORE AT MAIN LIBRARY
Stories, crafts, & activities for children
ages 2 & 3 with an adult
10 a.m. Tuesdays or Thursdays July 6 – 22

Registration begins 2 weeks before each program.

TODDLER STORYTIME AT WOODS
BRANCH
Summer stories for 2-year-olds with an
adult
10 a.m. Wednesdays, July 7, 14, & 21

Registration begins 2 weeks before each program.

STORYTIMES FOR 3-, 4-, & 5-YEAR-
OLDS
Stories, songs, rhymes & fun for
preschoolers
10:30 a.m. Mondays at Main Library.
10 a.m. Tuesdays at Woods Branch 
No registration required.
Due to limited space, groups are asked to
make special arrangements.

POETRY AMONG THE FIREFLIES AT
WOODS BRANCH  
Children entering grades 1 and up can
read, write & enjoy summertime poetry.
7:30 p.m. Thursdays, July 8 & July 22.

Registration begins 2 weeks before each program.

CREEPY CRAWLY CRAFTS
Stories & related crafts for children
entering grades 1 – 4 
4:15 p.m. Tuesdays at Woods Branch

4:15 p.m. Wednesdays at Main Library

July 6 – 21

Registration is limited and begins 2 weeks
before each program.
Due to limited space, groups are asked to
make special arrangements.

MOTHER/DAUGHTER BOOK
DISCUSSION GROUP AT WOODS
BRANCH
A librarian-led book discussion for girls
in grades 4 – 6 and their mothers.
Read Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
7:30 p.m. July 20 

Registration and book pick-up began June 22.

FAMILY STORYTELLING AT THE
COLONNADE
BUG TALES:  STORIES TO TICKLE
YOUR FANCY
Bring a blanket or a folding chair and
join in a program of fun-filled story-
telling, songs and poems for all ages told
by Shaker Children’s librarians.
Location: the lawn near the Community
Colonnade (next to the Shaker
Community Building).
7 p.m. Monday, July 19

Registration begins July 6 at either library.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL STORIES AT WOODS
BRANCH
Stories about school, friends & fun for
children ages 3 & up
10 a.m. Thursday, August 19 
Registration begins August 5.

KINDERMUSIK AT WOODS BRANCH 
Stories, songs & instruments for chil-
dren ages 2 – 5
10 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. September 1 

Class size is limited; registration begins 
August 18.
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Cathy LeSueur will present you

with a marketing plan that

details what it will take to sell

your home. She’ll help you maximize your return

through upgrades that instantly add value and 

she’ll even recommend people to do the work.

She’ll walk you through the inspection process and

most importantly, price your home correctly for a

quick, painless sale. Give Cathy a call today at 

216-999-8408 to find out how easy selling 

your home can be. 



 

17619 Winslow Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120
Ph:(216) 767-1887 
Fax:(216) 767-1885
jkarlovec@aol.com

James Karlovec

Karlovec & Co., Inc.
Ki tchens  •  Ba th rooms •  Add i t ions  •  Remode l ing

L icensed •  Bonded •  Insured

A Shaker  Bus iness  Serv ing  the  Shaker  Communi ty
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ETF

The Evarts • Tremaine • Flicker Company

I n s u r a n c e  A g e n t s  S i n c e  1 8 4 4

216-621-7183

Charlotte’s Web by  E .B.  Whi te  (1952)

A shy pig and a spider with amazing web-

weaving skills become lasting friends in this

children’s classic read by the author.  (3 1⁄4

hours)

Eragon by  Chr i s topher  Pao l in i  (2003)

In the tradition of Tolkien, this 19-year-old

author has created an exciting story of the

adventures of a poor young man who finds

a dragon’s egg and begins a series of magi-

cal adventures. (16 1⁄2 hours)

Fair Weather by  R ichard  Peck  (2001)

Narrated by Rosie Beckett, this story is

filled with humor and history as the hay-

seed Beckett family makes their way

through the thrills of the Chicago World’s

Fair during the summer of 1893. (3 1⁄2

hours)

the Bookshelf
Audiobooks for the Family

Bertram Woods Reading Garden. Officers

nominated are: President: Sandy Cone;

Vice President/Book Sales: David Greene;

Vice President/Membership: Evelyn

Greene; Corresponding Secretary: Chris

Fuller; Recording Secretary: Pat

Hitchens; Treasurer: Karen LaJoe. 

Following the election of officers and a

brief business meeting, the Friends invite

readers to meet

author Dan

Chaon at 7:30

p.m. Chaon’s

book Among the

Missing was a

New York Times

Notable Book

and a finalist for

the National

Book Award. 

Chaon will

speak about his

new book, You

Remind Me of Me.

Following his presentation, books will be

available for sale and signing. Reservations

are requested by calling 991-2421.  

Dan Chaon
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Inkheart by  Corne l ia  Funke  (2003)

A girl discovers that her father has the magi-

cal gift of making book characters come to

life when he reads aloud. The fantasy con-

tinues when she and her father attempt to

escape some dangerous characters. (15 1⁄4

hours)

Master and Commander by  Pat r ick  O ’Br ien

(1970)

Set during the Napoleonic wars on a war-

ship, this tale of adventure features Captain

Jack Aubrey and his friend and surgeon,

Stephen Maturin. (16 3⁄4 hours)

Poppy by  Av i  (1995)

Poppy is a mouse, who lives quietly with her

family in a territory ruled by an owl named

Mr. Ocax. When she discovers that Mr.

Ocax is not the protector he claims to be,

she embarks on a journey to find a safe, new

home for her family.  (4 1⁄4 hours)

The Secret Life of Bees by  Sue Monk Kidd

(2002)

This debut novel is the coming-of-age story

of 14-year-old Lily Owens and her “stand-

in” mother, Rosaleen, who find refuge,

courage and hope in the loving home of

three black, bee-keeping sisters. (10 hours)

A Walk in the Woods by  B i l l  Bryson (1998)

With wry humor, a prolific travel writer

shares astute observations about his 2,100-

mile hike along the Appalachian Trail. (10

hours)

Walk Two Moons by  Sharon Creech (1994)

When her mother leaves home, 13-year-old

Salamanca and her grandparents head west

to Idaho, following her mother’s route.

Along the way, Sal talks about her friend,

Phoebe, whose mother also left. The touch-

ing stories of both girls merge to reveal a

surprising conclusion in this 1995 Newbery

Award winner. (6 hours)

The Watsons Go to Birmingham by  Chr i s topher

Pau l  Cur t i s  (1995)

Nine-year-old Kenny Watson recounts the

everyday interactions of his African-

American family at home in Flint, Michigan

and their summer trip to visit Grandma in

Birmingham, Alabama that changed their

lives. (5 hours)

Call today for a
complimentary estimate

Residential • Commercial • Interior • Exterior

216.823.0064216.823.0064
Call today

for lowest prices

of the year!
800.GoCerta (800) 462.3782

www.certapro.com
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(216) 831-4200

Night or Day We’re On Our Way!Night or Day We’re On Our Way!

Plumbing Problems?

Coupon must be presented 
at time of service. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.
Some restrictions apply.
Call for details.

$35
OFF

Plumbing CouponPlumbing Coupon
Plumbing 
Service 

Call  
with any repair S

hk
rM

ag

The best call for all 
your plumbing needs!

Leaks 
Boilers

Water Heaters
Back-Ups  

Pumps

The Library has a new
address! 

Visit the Library at www.shakerlibrary.org.

The web site was renamed and redesigned

to make it easier for visitors to find and to

navigate.

Library material and a wealth of elec-

tronic resources are available for recre-

ational and informational resources twen-

ty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 

Footnotes
The Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at the

Main Library from 2 – 7 p.m. Monday, 

July 12.

Main Library is closed on Sundays in

July and August.

Both libraries are closed Monday, July 5

in observance of Independence Day.

Rode your bike to the library but forgot

your bike lock? Both libraries have locks

for adults and children to secure their

bikes while they visit the library. Ask about

this service at the Circulation Desk.

Calling all shutterbugs!

Shaker Life magazine, together with local businesses

Loganberry Books, Motophoto, Mulholland

& Sachs, Park View Federal Savings Bank

and Pearl of the Orient, is offering amateur

photographers the opportunity to win gift

certificates and other prizes in the first A

Day in the Life of Shaker photo contest.

Whether portraying Shaker’s

diverse community at work or play

or our city’s stunning architecture,

scenery and wildlife, there are 

myriad ways to capture the spirit 

of Shaker!

All amateur photographers living in the Shaker

Heights City School District (amateur is defined as pho-

tography is not a source of significant income) are eligi-

ble to enter. Winners, judged by professional photogra-

phers and Shaker Life editorial staff, will be chosen in two

categories: Youth (17 and younger) and Adult (18 years and

older).

Please bring your photographs to Motophoto, 20141 Van

Aken Blvd. by October 31. Photographs (one per participant) may be either black

and white or color and in slide or print format (at least 4 x 6 inches). Digital images

must also be printed. Please identify entries clearly with name, address and age (for

Youth category) and title. Winning entries will be published in an upcoming edition

of Shaker Life.



OUT & ABOUT

Events for July

Destinations...
BERTRAM WOODS BRANCH LIBRARY
20600 Fayette Road

MAIN LIBRARY
16500 Van Aken Boulevard

THE NATURE CENTER AT SHAKER LAKES
2600 South Park Boulevard

SHAKER COMMUNITY BUILDING
COMMUNITY COLONNADE
3450 Lee Road

SHAKER FAMILY CENTER
19824 Sussex Road

SHAKER HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL
15911 Aldersyde Drive

SHAKER HISTORICAL MUSEUM
16740 South Park Boulevard

SHAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL
20600 Shaker Boulevard

THORNTON PARK
20701 Farnsleigh Road

4 Birthday Bash & Water Carnival, NOON – 6 P.M.

THORNTON PARK. Family fun before the fireworks! Swimming,

games and prizes for kids of all ages plus free ice cream and cake.

Pool closes at 6 p.m. and fireworks begin at dusk at the Shaker

Middle School. INFO: 491-1295.

5 Shaker Libraries & City Hall closed in observance of
the July 4 holiday.

6 ART for Kids, 10:15 – 11 A.M., THE PARENT-CHILD

RESOURCE CENTER AT THE HANNA PERKINS CENTER FOR CHILD

DEVELOPMENT, 19910 MALVERN RD. Children ages 2 – 8 can

explore their creativity using paint, mosaics, plaster of Paris, clay, oil

pastels and other materials in a 4-week series or by session.

$15/series or $5/session. INFO: KELLY SCOVILL, 929-0201. 

6 Environmental Town Hall Brown Bag Lunch Series,
NOON TO 1 P.M., NATURE CENTER. Mustard Seed Market’s Phillip

Nabors will discuss Genetically Engineered Foods: Ethics and Policy.  An

expert on genetically engineered foods, Nabors has testified before

Congress on the Bovine Growth Hormone and the need for product

labeling. INFO: 321-5935.

7 Recent & Recommended Book Talk, 7 P.M., BERTRAM

WOODS BRANCH. Shaker librarians recommend books for summer

reading. Program repeats at 3 p.m. July 8. INFO: 991-2421.

8 Movie at Main Library, 6:30 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY. Watch

Cold Mountain, the story of a wounded Confederate soldier’s struggles

to return to the woman he left behind. (Rated R) INFO: 991-2030.

8 Nature Center Photography Club Meeting, 6 TO 8 P.M.,

NATURE CENTER MEETING ROOM. Club meets the 2nd Tuesday of

each month. INFO: MADELINE PODNAR, 321-5935 EXT. 232; E-

MAIL:PODNAR@SHAKERLAKES.ORG; OR VISIT

SHAKERLAKES.ORG/PHOTOGRAPHYCLUB.HTM.

pool days are cool days at
thornton park

Two for the price of one! Plus a free slushie for summer fun!

Pool admission $4/person. Bring a friend on two-for days

and get in free. INFO: 491-1295.

July 1: Shaker Youth Baseball Day. Wear your base-

ball shirt and bring a buddy.

July 8: Shaker Youth Soccer Day. Wear your soccer

shirt and bring a buddy.  

July 10: Sussex and Thornton Park
Neighborhood Day. Party with your neighbors!

July 15: Shaker Scout Day. Wear your scout shirt and

bring a buddy. 

July 17: Boulevard, Ludlow and Malvern Day.
Join your friends from the neighborhood.

July 16: Teen Night. Join your pals at the park 8-10 p.m.

July 20: Shaker Figure Skating/Learn to Skate
Day. Skate on over!

July 20: Grandparents Day. Bring your best buddy –

Gram or Gramps! 

July 22: Shaker Youth Hockey Day. Wear your jersey

and bring a buddy.  

July 24: National Ice Cream Day. Cones cost 50¢.

July 24: Fernway and Onaway Neighborhood
Day. Have fun with your neighbors!

July 31: Lomond and Moreland Neighborhood
Day. Celebrate summer with friends old and new!
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OUT & ABOUT CONTINUED...

8-11, 22 & 24 Cleveland Shakespeare Festival,
7 P.M., COMMUNITY COLONNADE AT VAN AKEN BLVD/LEE RD.

The bard on the block! The Tempest comes to your corner of the

world. Free. CSF Board of Directors includes Brian Parker,

Barbara Williams and Robert Williams, who are such stuff as

dreams are made on. INFO: 491-1360 OR CLEVESHAKES.ORG 

9 OASIS Book Club, 10:30 A.M. – NOON, SHAKER

COMMUNITY BUILDING. Read and discuss Galileo’s Daughter: A

Historical Memoir of Science, Faith and Love by Dava Sobel. $3. INFO:

440-886-1157.

8 Movie at Main Library, 6:30 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY. Watch

Cold Mountain, the story of a wounded Confederate soldier’s struggles

to return to the woman he left behind. (Rated R) INFO: 991-2030.

10 Connecting with Nature: Reflection and
Expression through the Arts, 10 A.M. - 4 P.M., NATURE

CENTER. Rain or shine this all-day workshop offers yoga, writing,

walking, meditation, plein air painting and drumming. Pre-registra-

tion required. $15 members; $20 non-members; rain or shine; box

lunches available for a small fee. INFO: 321-5935 EXT. 236.

12 - 23 Arthritis Water Exercise, 11:30 A.M. –

NOON, THORNTON PARK POOL. Gentle exercises for adults with

arthritis. Stretching, balance and walking in the water. $15/person

plus Thornton Park Pool pass. INFO: 295-1295.

12 Introduction to PowerPoint Class, 6:30 P.M., MAIN

LIBRARY COMPUTER CENTER. Put some power in your presenta-

tions. Learn how to create a slide show with graphics. sound and

animation. Free. Registration required. INFO: 991-2030 EXT. 3185

13, 27 & Aug. 10 & 24 Volunteers Wanted! 5:30

– 6:45 P.M., 3150 CHESTER AVE. Citizenship in action! Margaret W.

Wong & Assoc. CO., LPA seeks volunteers to help permanent resi-

dents complete their N-400 Naturalization forms. INFO: 579-0150.

13 Friends of the Shaker Library Annual Meeting &
Author Visit, 7 P.M., BERTRAM WOODS BRANCH. Following a

brief business meeting & election of officers, meet Dan Chaon,

author of You Remind Me of Me. Free. INFO: 991-2421.

14 Learn How to Build a Web Site, 10 A.M. – NOON,

MAIN LIBRARY COMPUTER CENTER. Global reach from a local

teach(er)! Give yourself a worldwide presence this summer. Free.

REGISTRATION & INFO: 991-2030 EXT. 3185.

14 Itty Bitty Beach Party, NOON – 2 P.M., THORNTON

PARK POOL. Kiddie pool capers! Children 6 years & under play games

and join in a swimsuit contests with party favors and ice cream.

Parents and grandparents welcome! INFO: 491-1295.

14 Business Start Up Clinic, 7 – 9 P.M., SHAKER

COMMUNITY BUILDING. Thinking of starting a business? Get your

questions answered by a panel of business experts. INFO: HRCC,

397-7322. ALSO ON AUG. 11.

15-18, 23 & 25 Cleveland Shakespeare
Festival, 7 P.M., COMMUNITY COLONNADE AT VAN AKEN

BLVD/LEE RD. Wherefore art thou Romeo? With Juliet at the

Community Colonnade! FREE. INFO: 491-1360 OR WWW.CLEVE-

SHAKES.ORG. 

16 Prayer Warriors, 7:30-9:30 P.M., NATURE CENTER.

The Unity Church of Greater Cleveland joins the Nature Center

for an outdoor concert of inspirational groove music with a mes-

sage. Parking lot seating is available. Grounds open at 7 p.m.

Bring a lawn chair or blanket. Beverages and snacks will be avail-

able for sale. Parking on South Park, West Park and North Park;

RTA stop on S. Park (Green Line). Bike racks available. Tickets:

$5 presale; $7 at the door; $10 for limited pavilion seating.

INFO: 321-5935 EXT. 236. 

17 St. Dominic’s Picnic in the Park, 7 P.M.,

OUTDOOR FESTIVAL FOR FAMILIES. INFO: 991-1444.

18 Magpie Music, 5 P.M., NATURE CENTER. Shaker

Family Center and Heights Parent Center join the Nature

Center to celebrate our living planet with the musical sounds of

Terry Leonini and Greg Artzner. Beverages and snacks will be

available for sale. Parking on S. Park, W. Park and N. Park; RTA

stop on S. Park (Green Line). Bike racks available. TICKETS: $5

Ongoing Activities

Saturdays: North Union Farmers Market, 8 A.M. –

NOON, SHAKER SQUARE. Get good pickings from local

farms at their open-air tables and learn what’s cooking from

the Chef at the Market. INFO: 751-7656 OR EMAIL: NORTHU-

NIONFARMERSMARKET@YAHOO.COM

Sundays: Recovery, Inc, 2 P.M., SOMERSET POINT

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY, 3550 NORTHFIELD RD. Self-

help group for adults who experience difficulty due to panics,

anxiety, depression, fears. INFO: NATALIE SILVERBERG, 595-

9276 OR RECOVERY-INC.ORG.

Tuesdays and Wednesdays: Health Benefits
Check Up Program, 9 A.M. - 1 P.M., COMMUNITY

BUILDING, 3450 LEE RD. A free information service of the

National Council on the Aging, the BenefitsCheckUp pro-

gram (benefitscheckup.org) help seniors (age 55 and older)

find programs that may pay for some medical or drug costs.

SIGN UP FOR ONLINE HELP BY CALLING 491-1360.

Thru Aug. 8: Exhibit, Shaker Historical Museum.
Simple Gifts: Building a Museum Collection features the

more than half a century of gifts to the museum. FEES &

INFO: 921-1201.





River and Its Canyons by John Wesley Powell. INFO: LESLIE

KREBS AT (216) 321-5935 EXT. 226.

28 Shaker Community Band, 7 P.M., COMMUNITY

COLONNADE. A true community concert! Bring a neighbor to

hear your neighbors make beautiful music under the direction

of Luiz Coelho. INFO: 491-1360.

for August

2–13 Art in August, SHAKER FAMILY CENTER. Art

classes for children 4 & 5 years old. REGISTRATION & INFO:

921-2023.

3 Environmental Town Hall Brown Bag Lunch
Series, NOON, NATURE CENTER. Bring a brown bag lunch

and enjoy a provocative discussion on a topical environmental

issue. INFO: 321-5935. 

3 The Johnnycake Ridge Singers, 7 P.M.,

COMMUNITY COLONNADE. Outdoor A Cappella by a 30-

member barbershop group. INFO: 491-1360.

6 First Friday Flick, 1 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY. Mark

Wahlberg, Charlize Theron and Donald Sutherland star in The

Italian Job, the story of a parking jam and a bank heist. INFO:

491-1360.

PRESALE; $7 AT THE DOOR; $10

PAVILION SEATING. INFO: 321-5935

EXT. 236.

19 Storytelling at the
Colonnade, 7 P.M., COMMUNITY

COLONNADE. Shaker Heights chil-

dren’s librarians tell bug tales to tickle

a family’s fancy. Registration begins

July 6. INFO: 991-2030.

19 Informed Decision 2004,
7:30 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY. Join in

conversation with those who agree

and disagree with you! Represen-

tatives from Republican, Demo-

cratic, Green and Libertarian Parties

will discuss The Environment:

Should the Government Protect It?

INFO: 991-2030.

20 Mother-Daughter Book
Discussion Group, 7:30 P.M.,

WOODS BRANCH. Read and discuss

Number the Stars, Lois Lowry’s

Newbery Medal Book about a coura-

geous girl who helps her friend escape

from the Nazis. INFO: 991-2421.

22 Senior Health Roundtable, 11:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.,

SHAKER COMMUNITY BUILDING. City nurse Sandi Hurley leads a

group that shares experiences and humor. Bring a brown bag

lunch and join in the fun. INFO: 491-1360.

22 Introduction to Excel, 3 - 5 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY

COMPUTER CENTER. Learn the basics of spreadsheet design and

how to use basic formulas. Free. REGISTRATION & INFO: 991-

2030 EXT. 3185.

22 Movie at Main, 6:30 P.M., MAIN LIBRARY. Watch Starsky

and Hutch starring Ben Stiller, Owen Wilson and Snoop Dogg.

(Rated PG -13) INFO: 991-2030.

23 Hearing Loss Support Group, 10 A.M., SHAKER

COMMUNITY BUILDING. Retired Case audiologist Dr. Ray LeZak

offers tips for dealing with hearing impairment. INFO: 491-1360

25 A Bug Bash, 5 TO 8 P.M., NATURE CENTER. Co-chairs

Char Glatley and Sarah Morgan have been busy bees getting

ready for the 3rd Biannual Bug Bash to benefit the Nature Center.

There’ll be a hive of activity with food, fun, games, family activi-

ties and a buzzing silent auction. Meet special guest musician,

Justin Roberts, “a rising star in the world of children’s music,”

according to the New York Times. Tickets: $25/adults; $8/kids.

INFO: 321-5935 EXT. 236. 

27 Nature Reads, 6 P.M., NATURE CENTER. Bring a brown

bag supper and join fellow nature and book lovers at a monthly

book club meeting for a discussion of The Exploration of the Colorado
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OUT & ABOUT CONTINUED...

And Beyond . . .
July 1, 2 & 3: Grease, 8 P.M., CAIN PARK, EVANS AMPHITHEATER.

Teenage angst musical at Cain Park. TICKETS & INFO: 371-3000.

July 16: Jewel, 8 P.M., CAIN PARK, EVANS AMPHITHEATER. Spice up your

night! TICKETS & INFO: 371-3000.

July 27: Make-A-Wish Walkathon, CLEVELAND METROPARKS ZOO, 3900

WILDLIFE WAY. 11th Annual Walk for Wishes to grant to children with life-threatening

illnesses. FEES & INFO: 241-3670.



OUT & ABOUT CONTINUED...

When it comes to the care of your children, you look for a 
physician you can trust. You look for experience. You look for an
established practice recommended by your friends and neighbors. 

Suburban Pediatrics has cared for two generations of Shaker’s
children, and we would like to care for the next generation. 
As a part of University Hospitals Health System, we are your
direct link to Rainbow Babies & Children’s Hospital — chosen
by U.S. News & World Report as the #1 children’s hospital in 
the Midwest.

For more information on Suburban Pediatrics, or to schedule 
an appointment, please call 216-991-4180.

A tradition in caring.

Suburban Pediatrics

3461 Warrensville Center Road
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122

10 Exhibit, SHAKER HISTORICAL

MUSEUM. Shaker Heights: City of Gracious

Living exhibit features photos and material

that focus on the homes and gardens of

our city. FEES & INFO: 921-1201.

12 Nature Center Photography
Club Meeting, 6 - 8 P.M., NATURE

CENTER MEETING ROOM. Club meets the

2nd Tuesday of each month. INFO:

MADELINE PODNAR, 321-5935 EXT. 232;

E-MAIL: PODNAR@SHAKERLAKES.ORG; OR

VISIT SHAKERLAKES.ORG/PHOTOGRAPHY-

CLUB.HTM.

12 Perfunktory Band, 7 P.M.,

COMMUNITY COLONNADE. Join in an end

of summer concert by a local Shaker band.

INFO: 491-1360.

18 Shaker Community Band, 7
P.M., COMMUNITY COLONNADE. Luiz

Coelho directs a band of neighbors. INFO:

491-1360.

21 St. Dominic Block Party,
4 — 10 P.M., 3455 NORWOOD ROAD.

INFO: 991-1444.

23 Informed Decision 2004, 7:30

P.M., MAIN LIBRARY. Don’t be left

behind! Republican, Democratic, Green

and Libertarian Party representatives will

discuss Education and the No Child Left

Behind Act. INFO: 991-2030.

24 Hillcrest Concert Band, 7 P.M.,

COMMUNITY COLONNADE. 

27 Hearing Loss Support Group,
10 A.M., SHAKER COMMUNITY

BUILDING. Retired Case audiologist Dr.

Ray LeZak offers tips for dealing with

hearing impairment. INFO: 491- 1360.

29 2004 Biathlon & Walk, 8:30

A.M., BELLEFAIRE JCB, 22001

FAIRMOUNT BLVD. Rain or shine! 9th

annual family 3-mile run and 12.9-mile

bike course or 2-mile stroll with a post-

race picnic featuring licensed massage

therapists, face painting, balloon art and

arts & crafts. Hebrew National hot dogs,

BBQ sandwiches, fresh fruit, bagels, pas-

tries, beverages and more round out the

day. $25/Biathlon; $15/Walk; $44/Relay.

INFO: JANE FURTH, 320-8276.
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Ongoing Activities for Children & Families

Summer Reading at Shaker Library THROUGH JULY 31. A child’s garden of … bugs! Visit the library to register for the reading

program and read to earn a Buggy for Books sign to plant in your garden! INFO: 991-2030 OR 991-2421.

Monday, Wednesdays, Thursdays: Patricia S. Mearns Indoor Playroom, 9:30 A.M. – NOON, SUSSEX FAMILY

CENTER, 19824 SUSSEX RD., and Monday, Wednesday & Friday 4 – 6 p.m. For children birth to 3 years and a parent or caregiver.

FEES & INFO: 921-2023.

Mondays: Open Hours, 10 A.M. – 11:30 A.M., HANNA PERKINS CENTER FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT, 19910 MALVERN RD.

Free drop-in time for parents and children from birth to age 6 to play together. The center offers free dramatic play equipment, puz-

zles, a collection of toys and books, and hands-on activities including science, gardening and arts & crafts projects. Other play days:

Tuesdays: 1:30 – 5 p.m.; Wednesdays: 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Thursdays: 3:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.  (in July) and 2 – 5  p.m. (in

August); Fridays: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in August. INFO: KELLY SCOVIL, 929-0201.

Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays: Play and Learn Station, 10 A.M. – NOON, MAIN LIBRARY. Free drop-in play and

literacy-based activities for families with infants to age 5 cosponsored by Shaker Family Center and Shaker Library. 6 – 8 p.m.

Thursdays. INFO: 921-2023 OR 991-2030.

Wednesdays thru July 26: Books By Me, 4 – 5 P.M, HANNA PERKINS CENTER FOR CHILD DEVELOPMENT, 19910 MALVERN 

RD. Children ages 2 – 8 can write books about feelings with inventive spelling and illustrations. $25 per 7-week session or $5/class.

INFO: KELLY SCOVIL, 929-0201.
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OUT & ABOUT CONTINUED...

Shaker Heights
20515 Shaker Blvd.
216-999-1987

A TRADITION OF SERVICE EXCELLENCE
25 years

Peggy Schloss

Jean Marino

Winnie Dietsch

© 2002, Realty One

PROPERTIES... Signature Events
in University
Circle
Wednesdays & Fridays: Summer
in the Courtyard, 5:30 P.M.,

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART, 11150

EAST BLVD. Eat and drink in the out-

door courtyard while you enjoy the fine

music from a mix of area ensembles,

including the sounds of swing from

Bob Frank’s Blue Lunch, on July 7.

Free. INFO: 216–707–6885. 

July 7: Lunch & Listen, noon,

CLEVELAND INSTITUTE OF MUSIC,

11021 EAST BLVD. Divas in the Afternoon

features five CIM divas performing

favorite opera arias. Free musical per-

formances sponsored by the CIM

Alumni Association continue at noon on

July 14, 21 & 28. INFO: 791-5000.

July 21 & 23: The Hebrew
Hammer, 7 P.M., CLEVELAND

MUSEUM OF ART. A street-savvy Jewish

superhero connects with the Kwanzaa

Liberation Front to save the year-end

holidays from a homicidal Santa

Claus. Tickets for the Cleveland pre-

miere: $7/person; $5/CMA members;

$3/students & seniors. INFO: 421-7350.

July 25: Faith Ringgold: More
Than 30 Years, 1:30 P.M.,

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART.

University of California at San Diego art

professor surveys her career as a

painter, sculptor, performance artist and

writer from the early 1960s to the pres-

ent. Sponsored by the Women’s

Council. Book signing follows. $15/per-

son; $10/CMA members; $5/ students.

INFO: 421-7350.

Aug. 6: Pink Martini, 7:30 P.M.,

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART

GARTNER AUDITORIUM. Ohio premiere!

10-member ensemble blends Cuban

rumbas, classical chamber music,

Parisian café tunes & foreign film

soundtracks to create a vibrant, sensu-

ous sound. Tickets: $25  - $30/person.

INFO: 421-7350.

EXCEPTIONAL
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Some windows and doors stand their ground better than others.
Figuratively speaking, you won’t run into anything like it.

The ULTIMATE In Wood Replacement Windows.

5402 Mayfield Road 
(440) 442-1671

Fax (440) 442-1671

Mon.-Thurs. 8:00am-8:00 pm
Tues., Wed.,Fri. 8:00 am-5:30 pm

Saturday 9:00 am-5:00 pm

KT
02

06
03

“Hometown Pride Working For You”

Aug. 11: My Flesh and Blood, 7
P.M., CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART. An

inspirational Sundance prizewinner, this

documentary is the story of an adoptive

mother of ten severely disabled children.

$7/person; $5/CMA members; $3/stu-

dents & seniors. INFO: 421-7350.

Aug. 13 – 22: Chili Pepper
Festival, CLEVELAND BOTANICAL

GARDEN, 11030 EAST BLVD. Things are

heating up in the garden! Sample chilies

and food made with chilies, buy chilies

and chili-related products. INFO: 721-

1600.

School Bells
Back to books and studies … and the chance

to make new buddies!

Aug. 24: Shaker Schools

Aug. 24: Laurel Upper School

Aug. 25: St. Dominic School

Aug. 30: Laurel Preschool – Grade 8

Sept.  2: University School

Sept. 7: Hathaway Brown
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SHAKER MOMENTS

Memorial Day 2004

Photographs by Brian Gamm.
Brian is a senior at Shaker
Heights High School.
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2002 SMART GROWTH AWARD WINNER

FINAL PHASE READY FOR FALL OCCUPANCY

Shaker’s Newest Landmark

Old World Craftsmanship in Stunning New Manor Homes and Brownstones. Brick, stone, and copper exteriors
with interiors of  hardwood, hand-crafted molding, granite, and wonderful outdoor spaces.

Unique Opportunity to Design Your Lifestyle. Choose a first floor master suite, home office, library, or music room!
Or add more space by upgrading to a finished basement with a full bath, kitchenette and media room.

Priced from $295,900 to $479,000 plus.

Live in the heart of legendary Shaker Heights. Close to distinctive restaurants, shops and clubs...
Shaker Square and University Circle...a Rapid ride to downtown and the airport.

Visit our Model Homes, 19707 Chagrin Boulevard at Farnsleigh Road.
Open  Daily from 11– 5. Call Kiki Stout or Carol Ragozzino at (216) 561-5200.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



I’ve always loved all that University Circle has to offer – concerts at Severance Hall, exhibits at The Cleveland Museum of Art,

continuing education classes at Case – so Judson was the obvious choice. But what made my decision even more special is how

convenient it is for my daughter to stop by for a visit. She works in University Circle and has a hectic schedule. Some days, she

doesn’t even have time for lunch. So, by the time I’ve chopped the tomatoes and garlic, she’s just in time to boil the water and toss in

the pasta. We love cooking up a great dinner together!

Living at Judson, I have state-of-the-art Health and Wellness programs, fine amenities and so much more. But most importantly,

I enjoy the comfort, ease and security of retirement living at its best! For more information, please call Kristina at (216) 791-2436.

2181 Ambleside Drive • Cleveland, Ohio 44106 • judsonretirement.org

We chose Judson for its location 
and got so much more! 
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