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Visit Our Showroom at 5576 Mayfield • Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 10-2

EAST 440-473-1900   WEST 440-237-7111   www.geromes.com  

Remodeler of the Year by the US Commerce Association

We Do The Complete Job!
SINCE 1952 FREE Estimates

Financing Available
Senior DiscountsEPA5656

The Smylie One Comfort Team
Gary Rosen, Steven Smylie, Rick Coates

Heating   Cooling     Plumbing     Electrical

Heating   Cooling     Plumbing     Electrical

440.449.4328 (HEAT)
OH LIC #18265

Residential • Commercial
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Free Estimates • Financing Available

www.smylieone.comPrevious Awards
2012 - 2010, 2008

For over 35 years, we have been
making the hottest places cool &
the coolest places more comfortable.

Comfort The Mini-Split Way

• Easy Installation
• No Ductwork Needed
• High SEER Ratings
• Individual Zoning
• Heats & Cools
• Quiet & Peaceful

• Hot Water & Steam Boilers

• Ductless Mini Split Systems

• Zoning

• Geothermal

• Complete Plumbing Services

• Heat & Cool Pumps

• UV Germicidal Lighting

• Maintenance Agreements

• Air Cleaning Systems

• Humidi�cation Systems
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And there you have Exhibit A regarding the importance of emergency 
preparedness, no matter where you live. The thing about emergencies is that you 

never know when or in what form they will strike, so you 
have to be prepared.

And prepared we are, thanks in large part to the 
Shaker Heights Health Department and its partner, the 
Fire Department.

With expertise and a calm public voice, the Shaker 
Heights Health Department stepped in to steady the nerves 
of residents worried about contracting Ebola. Years of 

emergency preparedness planning 
enabled staff to act swiftly. Within 
hours, the Epidemiological 
Response Plan protocol was 
initiated, and well-established 
plans to address possible exposure 
were underway.

Health Department 
staff coordinated with public 

health partners across the region and convened multi-
departmental meetings within the City to review all roles 
and responsibilities, including communications protocol 
and the specifics of transporting infected patients, if 
necessary. Assistant Director of Health Sandi Hurley 
contacted the Shaker resident every 12 hours as part of 
the monitoring protocol and communicated regularly with 

the Ohio Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control. 
Fortunately, this story had a happy ending. No cases of Ebola developed. It 

did provide an excellent real world opportunity to initiate emergency plans and 
procedures enabling the Department to test and tweak them in preparation for the 
next event.

 
Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT)

Ready to Respond
Since 2007, the City’s Health and Fire departments have co-sponsored the 

Shaker Heights Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), another critical 
piece of the City’s overall emergency preparedness plan. CERT is a federal program 
that educates community volunteers about disaster preparedness and trains them 
in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team 
organization, and disaster medical operations. 

The Shaker CERT, currently with 18 active members, serves the City by 
working at Point of Distribution (POD) drills, the Fire Department Open House, 
the annual Take to the Lake boating event, patrolling downed power lines, 
evacuating people during power failures, and educating the public on emergency 
preparedness. Members of the Shaker CERT are force multipliers for City staff 
and are critical team members filling both routine health and safety roles, and 
emergency roles when the need arises. For more information about CERT, contact 
Sandi Hurley at 216-491-1480.
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Always Prepared

Emergency Preparedness seems like 
something you only have to worry about if 
you live in an area prone to hurricanes or 
wildfires. In a place like Shaker, you might 
ask, “What emergencies?” 

Well, remember last fall when Ebola 
came to Ohio? 

For so long, the virus was a distant 
worry, in a distant land. Until it wasn’t. 
When it suddenly hit the United States, 
worry closed in quickly and spread fast. 
It came home to Northeast Ohio via an 
infected person on a plane and it crept ever 
closer when we learned a Shaker resident 
on the same plane could have been exposed. 
The worry suddenly landed in our own 
backyard. Questions about risk of exposure, 
incubation period, symptoms, and infection 
containment flew around town.  

Living in
a Healthy 

Community

Shaker
Online
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HB.edu/summer
Visit our ALL NEW website to  
quickly and easily create your 

own summer adventure.  
Academics, Athletics, Performing Arts, 

Day Camps, Specialty Programs, Unique 
Experiences & MUCH MORE! 

Customize  
your summer! 

We can meet your family’s needs. 
Call 216.320.8085 to inquire  
about flexible scheduling.

19600 North Park Boulevard, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122

For details on all 
services offered by the 
Health Department, visit 
shakeronline.com/
departments/health 
or call Tammy Bell, 
administrative assistant, 
at 216-491-1480.

DETAILS

Emergency
Preparedness

Funding

Since 2003, the Shaker Heights 
Health Department (SHHD) has 
received nearly $400,000 in federal 
grant dollars for Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness activities. 

Funds have been used to manage 
the potential Ebola outbreak, support 
the CERT program, and address 
the 2009-10 H1N1 Pandemic by 
conducting five vaccine 
distribution clinics. 

Funding has created a Health 
Department uniquely qualified 
to handle a range of public health 
emergencies. 

Are you 
prepared? 

Check out the Health Department’s
resource guide to prepare for
any emergency: shakeronline.com/
cityservices/health-and-safety/
emergency-preparedness.
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@ShakerOnline

Saturday and Sunday, June 27 and 28

Return of the Shaker Heights Arts & Music Festival

New (temporary) location on Shaker Boulevard
in front of Shaker Middle School

The 2015 Festival promises all the fun, food, music, art, and entertainment of previous 
years but with the added benefit of a spacious Shaker Boulevard, closed to traffic from 
just east of Warrensville Center Road to Belvoir Oval, with ample on-site, RTA, and 
on-street parking. The fun starts on Saturday at 10 am and goes until 10 pm (artist 
booths close at 8 pm), and continues on Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm. Bands include 
Blue Lunch, Red Light Roxy, and Cats On Holiday. 

This year, the Craft Fair component of the Festival will include Shop Shaker and 
Beyond, a focus on artisans with local roots. Don’t miss this opportunity to give local 
talent some love. 

Construction to reconfigure roads and to redevelop the Van Aken district is 
responsible for the relocation, but the plan is to return permanently to a redeveloped 
and welcoming Van Aken as soon as it’s ready for us. 

Spend Saturday and/or Sunday at the Festival with your neighbors, friends, and 
family. There’s something for everyone. The Festival is brought to you by the City of 
Shaker Heights, the Ohio Designer Craftsmen, and the Shaker Arts Council, who thank 
the following for their support:

The residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture. 

Festival Ambassadors ($2,500)
The Equity Engineering Group, Ohio Savings Bank (A Division of New York 

Community Bank), RMS Investment Corporation.

Festival Advocate ($1000)
MotoPhoto & Portrait Studio

Festival Friends ($250)
Arnstine Orthodontics Inc., Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP, Graffiti Inc.,

Howard Hanna, Sisu Salon.
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See our Portfolio at www.eastside-landscaping.com

A Design, Build & Maintenance Co.

Details
     MAKE THE
        Difference

216-381-0070

Custom Patios
& Retaining Walls

Outdoor Kitchens
& Fireplaces

Creative plantings

Yard Maintenance

	  

Right-On Roofing, Inc 

36 Years of doing the job right! 

 
	  

 
 

       
   

440.585.1960 
Since 1978 
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For details on the activities of the alumni association visit 
shakeronline.com/departments/police/police-academy/police-alumni. 

A Call to Action:
Citizens Police Academy

“The knowledge and dedication of our first responders are truly impressive! 
The Citizens Police Academy classes are very interesting, but an even greater benefit 
is getting to know our police as people,” says recent CPA graduate Lois Annich.

Here’s your chance to get to know the police officers and firefighters who 
serve and protect our city. Through lectures, field visits, and a ride-along, CPA is an 
opportunity for Shaker residents to better understand the pressures, complexities, 
and operations of police and firefighting work. 

Shaker Life caught up with Annich, a Pastoral Counselor and Life Coach, to get 
her thoughts on the program.

SL: What motivated you to participate in the CPA?

LA: I initially signed up for the Citizens Police Academy because I am active with 
the Block Watch in my neighborhood and wanted to learn more about how our 
police department works.

 
SL: What makes the CPA important and relevant?

LA: We are at a critical juncture in our nation in terms of complex relationships 
between police departments and the communities they serve. I firmly believe that 
making the human connection is an essential first step toward bridging the divide 
that concerns us all.

SL: What would you say to other residents who are thinking about      
enrolling in the CPA?

LA: Shaker Heights is unique in its longstanding commitment to such a program 
and I encourage residents to take advantage of this offering. In a wonderfully 
diverse community like Shaker Heights this program gives everyone the 
opportunity to role model good citizen-police relations. On a lighter note, it was 
just plain fun to meet new people and learn about their work!

Interested?
Here are the details
The 24th Citizens Police Academy, 
sponsored by the Shaker Heights Police 
and Fire departments, begins August 20 
and runs for 12 weeks. Classes are held on 
Thursdays from 7 to 10 pm at the Police 
Department. It is open to anyone over age 
20 who lives or works in Shaker Heights. 
Graduates are invited to join the Citizens 
Police Academy Alumni Association, whose 
members volunteer thousands of hours in 
support of the City. 

To apply, visit shakeronline.com/
departments/police/police-academy, pick 
up an application in person at the Police 
Department, or call Police Chief Scott Lee’s 
office at 216-491-1240 for more informa-
tion. Mail completed applications to D. 
Scott Lee, Chief of Police, Shaker Heights 
Police Department, 3355 Lee Road, Shaker 
Heights, 44120, or fax to 216-491-1243.

The program fosters an understanding 
of law enforcement, but does not
grant any police authority to
Academy graduates.

@ShakerOnline
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Happy 5th anniversary to Chagrin 
Chelton Daycare, 16224 Chagrin 
Boulevard. The daycare serves 
children 6 weeks to 5 years old and 
offers drop-in care for children 6-13 
years old, as well as a summer camp. 
The program is currently transitioning 
to the Reggio Emilia approach to early 
childhood education.

Congratulations to Jeff Fisher, 
owner of Cleveland Running 
Company, 20150 Van Aken 
Boulevard. He has been selected to 
participate in the Goldman Sachs 
10,000 Small Businesses program.

Welcome to Shaker!  
Compass Self Storage opened a state-of-the-art storage facility at 16005 Chagrin Boulevard.  
The real estate company Re/MAX Traditions opened a Shaker Heights office at 20515 

Shaker Boulevard.
Kolorz Nail Salon has moved to 3669 Lee Road just down the street from their previous 

location.
I Heart Waffles opened at 16802 Chagrin Boulevard, formerly Amy Joy Donuts. A Phil

“The Fire” Davis enterprise, the shop features a menu of Southern comfort foods including Davis’ 
specialty: fried chicken on top of waffles.

Eclectic Eccentric, 13005 Larchmere Boulevard, added another shop-within-a-shop –  
Sustainable Roots, offering a variety of organic, biodegradable, compostable, recycled, recyclable, 
non-toxic products for the family and home. Products include hemp clothing, Bog Berry dryer balls 
and all-natural laundry detergent. Sustainable Roots joins Two Crows for Joy in the store. 

Happy Shopping (Shaker)!

@ShakerOnline
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Summer science camps
• Preschool – high school
• More than 66 camp themes
• 6 locations – including downtown, 

Laurel School and University School
• Camps start June 8

GreatScience.com
or 216-621-2400

REGISTER AT

Great times inspire
great minds.

News
REAL

Let the Home Improvement Projects Begin!
  Housing Assistance Programs

Single-and two-family, owner-occupied homes in the Ludlow, Moreland, 
Lomond, and Sussex neighborhoods are eligible for two grant programs to 
correct exterior code violations cited by the Housing Inspection Department. 
The Exterior Maintenance Grant program provides up to $2,500 in grant 
funds (with a required 10 percent homeowner match) based on total cost of 
repairs. The Free Paint Program provides a voucher to cover the cost of 
paint necessary to correct exterior paint violations. Both programs are also 
available City-wide to owner-occupants who are disabled and/or seniors age 
62 years and older. Income qualifications apply to all programs. For informa-
tion on these and other home improvement resources see shakeronline.com/
for-residents/housing-incentives/exterior-maintenance-grant.

Home Maintenance Workshops

Take advantage of offerings available through a new partnership with 
the Home Repair Resource Center (HRRC). Educational seminars offered 
through HRRC empower homeowners to maintain their homes and, in 
turn, enhance the sustainability and diversity of the community. Self-help 
programs, including financial assistance, education, and skills training that 
enable homeowners to undertake repairs on a contracted or DIY basis, are 
also offered. Learn more about HRRC seminars including HouseMender 
University sessions at hrrc-ch.org. Receive regular ENews updates about 
programs offered through HRRC. Sign up at http://bit.ly/ShakerPreservation. 

Contact Sharra Thomas, Shaker Heights Housing Programs Specialist, 
at 216-491-1434 or sharra.thomas@shakeronline.com for additional 
information.

“Real Numbers” (housing transfer information)
is now listed online at shakeronline.com.NOTE: 

Saint Jon Co.

Painting Specialists

Interior & Exterior
Historical Restoration

Faux Finish & Plaster Repair

Fully Insured / References Available 

Quality Decorating for 30 Years

440-735-1500 



To receive emails with updated information, sign up for Van Aken on Track ENews at bit.ly/VanAken. 

Please continue to think about who 
may be interested in securing an office 
or retail location at Van Aken. Send 
an email to economicdevelopment@
shakeronline.com to receive an email 
prototype that you can cut, paste, and 
send to your network to continue to 
encourage interest in the new 
office space.

Additional information 
is posted at 
thevanakendistrict.com. SL

Work to find tenants for the development continues.
RMS Investment Corporation plans to announce some of the retailers 
who have committed to the space by the end of April. 

In the meantime, the following renderings offer an idea of how the project will take shape 
– not the specific architecture, but rather a representation of organization, shape, and 
size. Join us in imagining a new destination for living, working, dining, shopping, and 
coming together as a community.

In this rendering, the district is 
viewed from above Farnsleigh, looking 
southeast. The newly reconfigured 
intersection is in the top, center 
of the image. 

The perspective is from the space currently 
occupied by Fresh Market, looking out into 
the “living room” of the district. This central 
area will include places to mingle, dine, and 
to shop, with offices above. 

Van Aken 
On Track
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We're building a neighborhood in Shaker Heights filled with  
offices, retail, apartments and great food. Care to join us?

Looking for 
businesses that pair well 

with amazing food.

Retail
Passov Real Estate Group
216-831-8100

Office
NAI Daus
216-455-0888

More information
thevanakendistrict.com

NOW LEASING

SHAKER HEIGHTS, OHIO
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Fernway n Neighbor #2 Found dog. Anybody know 
this one? n Neighbor #3 @Neighbor #4? @Neighbor #5? 
Is this yours? n Neighbor #5 No it’s not Briar 

n Neighbor #6 It’s a very good dog! 
Taking a nap in our entry way now. 
n Neighbor #4 He’s a neighborhood 
dog – I’ve seen him on lead. 
n Neighbor #2 I just contacted the 

police dispatch to page the animal warden. n Neighbor #7 It may 
be @Neighbor #8’s dog Chester. I will text her. n Neighbor #2 Please do 
@Neighbor #7. Thank you. n Neighbor #7 Yes she thinks it’s Chester. 
She will be in touch ASAP. n Neighbor #2 Owner and dog reunited! 
n Neighbor #8 Thank you so much for catching and caring for Chester! 
For a 12 year old dog he is frisky. He is quite tired from his adventure. 

Onaway Association n Neighbor #10 Any pediatricians in the 
neighborhood (and currently in town) who would be willing to pop 
my 4-year old’s elbow back into place today? It’s partially dislocated and the ER doc wouldn’t do it… I’d like 
to not have a kid in pain more than is necessary – esp at night – if it really is straightforward and simple. 

(Full x-rays were taken to rule out any fractures and the films came back clean.) If you can help, please PM me! n 
Neighbor #11 My sister is an ER nurse and is at my house and can do it. Call me. n Neighbor #12 My husband 
said that he has not done it since residency but is willing to try if your friend the nurse can’t do it. Just let us know. 
n Neighbor #13 It looks like you have some help lined up already but if you need I can help. I’m a pediatrician at 
Metro. n Neighbor #10 Hi all – just an update. Neighbor #11’s sister did it on the first try and he has the full use 
of his arm back now! We are so relieved and he is so happy he’s not in pain. He is now fast asleep after a long day. 
Neighbor #11, you two are amazing! And thank you to Neighbor #13 and Neighbor #12 for your offers to help. SL

Tweets 

@ shakeronline

l jenkuhel @ShakerOnline 
Friday night lights in #shaker

n Boulevard Neighborhood 
Neighbor #1 I really love gazing out my 
office window and seeing the kids playing 

hockey on the outdoor skating pond. Hope they’re 
keeping warm! Posts

Onaway Association 
n Neighbor #9 We have 
had such joy watching 

our girls grow at Master Marr’s 
Taekwon-do. Just want to give them 
some props for being an amazing 
Shaker and family-based business!
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   your Preschooler studying 

butterflies in Hawken’s eco-garden.           

your 4th grade daughter consulting with one of Cleveland’s 

top archeologists on a real life dig at Hawken’s Gries Center in 

University Circle.           your 7th grader navigating 

high speed train schedules on a trip to Japan.          

your 11th grade son collaborating and creating business 

solutions with local entrepreneurs.          

your 12th grader accepted to a distinguished college 

of their choice.   Now, stop imagining.  It’s real 

world learning. It’s Hawken.  

Get Ready
The best way to get to know Hawken is to spend time on our campuses. 

100 Years of Inspiring 
Character and Intellect
Coed Preschool–12

RSVP 

today!
440.423.2950 (Grades PS - 8) 
440.423.2955 (Grades 9-12) 
admissions@hawken.edu

UPPER SCHOOL 
PARENT VISIT
Grades 9-12
Wed., Apr. 8 at 8:30 am
Gates Mills Campus

LOWER & MIDDLE SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE
Grades Preschool-8
Sun., Apr. 12 at 1:00 pm
Lyndhurst Campus  

Heidi O’Neill
Registered Landscape Architect

artistically
inspired

designs
2 1 6 . 5 3 6 . 7 6 0 0  www.HeidiONeill.com design@HeidiONeill.com
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Shaker
Schools

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program students from the class of 2015 planned and hosted an independently organized 
TEDx event at Shaker Heights High School in February. The sold-out program featured seven speakers, including Shaker grad Wesley 
Lowery of the Washington Post (above) who tackled the theme of “Inspiring Curiosity,” and earned rave reviews from attendees. 

TEDx is an offshoot of TED, a nonprofit organization devoted to spreading ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful talks no 
longer than 18 minutes each. TED began in 1984 as a conference where Technology, Entertainment, and Design converged (hence its 
name), and today covers topics that run the gamut from science to business to global issues. Independently run TEDx events help share 
ideas in communities around the world. 

Shaker students were inspired to create this event by TED talks they have experienced in many of their classes. Support was provid-
ed by the Shaker Schools Foundation. 

Students Wow Community with TEDxSHHS 

Photo courtesy of Andrew Boyle.

In Brief….

Changes in Store at Middle School

The academic day at Shaker Heights Middle School will have a new look in 2015-16. Drawing on ideas submitted by parents and 
teachers, as well as research on best practices, a broad-based planning committee developed a program “that preserves and improves 
upon what was working well, and changes what wasn’t,” says Principal David Glasner.

Among the major changes:

• Longer class periods (from 39 minutes to 50) to allow time for mastery of content and more hands-on learning; 

• More structured after-school programs for support and enrichment; 

• A new, semester-long Design course that fosters creative problem-solving through computer programming (coding), robotics, 
design-build-test projects, and other hands-on projects.

The Middle School will continue to offer a full range of courses in English, math, science, social studies, physical education, world 
languages, and fine and performing arts, with advanced options in many subjects.
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STAY INFORMED

For the latest news and info 
about the Shaker schools, visit 

shaker.org.

To receive regular e-news updates, 
subscribe at shaker.org/news.

FOLLOW US ON:
facebook.com/ForShakerSchools

Twitter @ShakerSchools

Superintendent 
Updates Community 
on Strategic Plan

In less than a year, the School District has 
laid a significant amount of groundwork 
toward the accomplishment of its Strategic 
Plan goals.

At the State of the Schools meeting 
in February, Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr. enumerated 
some of the initiatives undertaken in the 
2014-15 school year, including:

• Creation of an Early Childhood 
Task Force, with representatives of 
public and private organizations 
that serve preschool children, to 
ensure that every Shaker child enters 
kindergarten with a high-quality 
preschool experience.

• Establishment of alternative pathways 
to a diploma, including the Innovative 
Center for Personalized Learning, which 
graduated its first student in January.

• An increase in the amount and quality 
of professional learning  for teachers.

• Implementation of a revised K-8 
mathematics curriculum and progress 
toward the development of a new, 
comprehensive English language arts 
curriculum.

• Continued progress on the 
International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme for all students in 
grades 5-10.

• Examination of all assessments used 
in the District, both locally created 
and state-mandated, with the goals of 
reducing redundancy and time spent 
on testing.

Preceding Hutchings’s presentation 
were brief comments by parents Rachel 
Hackenberg, Keith Langford, and Jessica 
Bell Semel, representing different 
perspectives on the Shaker Experience.

A video of the meeting and further 
information are available at shaker.org.

Woodbury fifth graders joined forces this winter with the GroundWorks Dance Theater 
for an evening of original dance and movement based on the myths and legends of the 
ancient Inca, Maya, and Aztec civilizations. The artist-in-residence program incorporated 
elements of the students’ social studies and physical education classes and culminated 
with an evening performance for Woodbury families, called People on the Move.

People on the Move 

The Shaker Heights City School District 
has welcomed Darlene M. Bushley to its 
administrative team as director of human 
resources. 

Bushley has broad human resources 
experience in both the public and private 
sectors, with expertise in labor relations, 
recruitment, and the Ohio Teacher 
Evaluation System. She holds both a B.A. 
and a Master’s in Business Administration 
from Baldwin Wallace University, with a 
concentration in human resources.

Bushley’s experience in supervision 
and human resources includes positions 
with American Airlines and Tupperware 

Darlene Bushley
Named Director of
Human Resources

Corporation. In 2007, she moved into 
the public sector as a human resources 
manager for the Cleveland Metropolitan 
School District and also served as 
director of human resources for the 
Warrensville Heights City School District 
from 2010 until coming to Shaker.

“Ms. Bushley’s selection will allow 
us to take the next step in the transition 
to a comprehensive human resources 
department,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr.

“This is an important element of our 
five-year strategic plan. With almost 20 
percent of our teachers reaching eligibility 
for retirement within three years, we need 
to place high priority on recruiting and 
retaining the best talent.” SL
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Shaker
Library

Michael J. Bertsch Appointed 
to Library Board of Trustees

The Shaker Heights Board of Education 
appointed Michael J. Bertsch to complete 
the remaining term of retired board member 
Judith Allen. He was sworn in by School 
Board President William Clawson at the 
December board meeting. 

Bertsch 
is a Northeast 
Ohio native 
and long-time 
Shaker resident. 
He graduated 
magna cum laude 
with a degree in 
economics from 
Xavier University 
and earned his 
law degree from 
Cleveland Marshall 
College of Law. He 
is a member of the 
Cleveland law firm 

Nicola, Gudbranson & Cooper. 
Bertsch and his wife Linda, an active 

volunteer with the Shaker Schools, live in the 
Fernway area with their children, Vivienne, 
a 7th grader; Raymond, a 6th grader; and 
Marcus, a 4th grader.

Bertsch enjoys nonfiction, including 
history, biography, religion, and philosophy. 
His favorite books include the Bible, Man’s 
Search for Meaning by Viktor Frankl, The Great 
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Unbroken by 
Laura Hillenbrand, and Tuesdays with Morrie 
by Mitch Albom. 

“Our family frequently uses the Library. 
So we are firsthand observers of its phenom-
enal resources and highly professional, 
most helpful staff,” he says. “We have also 
witnessed its ongoing evolution as a valuable 
community institution over the years.”  

Bertsch believes that Shaker Library’s 
future is tied to its continuing ability to 
meet the challenges of the digital age and to 
exceed the high expectations of its diverse 
and engaged community. 

Update of Library’s Strategic Plan Continues 

The Library last completed a comprehensive strategic plan in late 2011 using a Balanced 
Scorecard approach, which uses finances as a basis and builds upward. Because a variety of 
important tasks have been completed as a result – including self-checkout, the reconfiguration 
of Main Library’s first floor, redesign of the Library’s website, and the completion of facility 
studies – the Board of Trustees is revising and updating the strategic plan.

In preparation, staff completed an observational study of customers over a two-week 
period last November, during  every hour of operation at both Main Library and Bertram 
Woods Branch. Staff tabulated the activities of nearly 8,000 customers, identifying them 
as children, teens, adults, or seniors, and determining what each was doing at the observa-
tional time: reading, browsing, meeting with others, or using a computer or digital device. 

A newly created Balanced Scorecard Team, composed of Library staff with board represen-
tation, will be working to examine the data and to study Library trends as they begin to revise 
the strategic plan and to chart the course for future Library goals and objectives. The Board 
of Trustees will host a retreat this spring to provide input and feedback. While the numbers 

Director has Seen Many Changes 
in His Ten Years at Shaker Library 

Library Director Luren Dickinson is marking 
a number of personal milestones in 2015. 
He began his first library job  years ago, has 
worked as a public library director for 40 
years, and celebrates his 10th anniversary at 
Shaker Library in May.

He notes that libraries were much 
different in 1975. “One of my first jobs 
was to file new author, title, and subject 
cards in the card catalogue. As a newbie, I 
had to leave the cards ‘above the rod’ to be 
inspected by the librarian to make sure that 
they were in proper order.” 

Four decades ago, there was little or 
no automation. People signed out books by 
writing their names, and sometimes their 
addresses, on the book card and a due date 
was rubber stamped on another card that 
went into the book pocket. Ohio was one of 
the first places in the nation to offer shared 
cataloging of new material via dedicated 
terminals. Most libraries were not even automated before the 1990s. Shaker Library 
was ahead of the curve, having joined CLEVNET in 1983. 

Shaker Library was also ahead of its time when it added Sunday hours in 1975, 
but still only circulated 480,000 items that year. When cassette tapes for music, 
audiobooks, and movies on videocassettes came along in the 1980s, people who had 
never used libraries streamed in to check out these new types of media. Shaker’s 
video collection began to grow in the early 1990s, and by 1996 the library checked 
out a million items for the first time.

Compact discs eventually replaced cassette tapes as DVDs replaced video-
cassettes. The Internet has led to little use of CDs and a decline in DVDs. Public 
computers were introduced at Shaker Library in 1994, around the time that the 
World Wide Web came into being, and usage has grown every year since.

Forty years ago, mobile devices and digital databases were things out of Dick 
Tracy and Star Trek, but they have become a reality today. Check out Hoopla for 
streaming access to movies, TV shows, music, and audiobooks; Zinio for digital 
magazines; OverDrive for e-books and e-audio material; and many of the other 
resources readily available through the Library’s website.
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@ Shaker Library

Condominium Management

Ag Real Estate Group, Inc.

3659 South Green Road, Suite 100
Beachwood, Ohio 44122  /  216.504.5000

www.agrealestategroup.com / info@agrealestategroup.com

•  Helping Boards manage complex issues    
     for over 14 years

•  Thoughtful analysis / diligent execution

•  Cost effective solutions

•  Call Eric M. Silver for a “no-obligation”    
     consultation

SERVING CLIENTS SINCE 2000

Bev Sykes from Davis, CA, USA - Flickr. 

are being analyzed, it is quite apparent 
that many more people are using personal 
technology in the library – laptops, tablets, 
and smartphones – than were observed in 
the 2011 study.

The number of people using library 
computers appears to be the same as in 
2011. Even with fewer hours at Bertram 
Woods, there was only a small drop in the 
use of public computers and usage was up 
about 10 percent at Main. After 20 years 
of providing computer access to the public, 
2014 was another all-time record year, 
exceeding 200,000 sessions.

A recent Shaker Library technology 
survey shows that people use public 
computers to access a variety of information. 
Responses were almost equally divided 
among Education, Health & Wellness, 
eGovernment, Civic Engagement, 
eCommerce, and Social Inclusion, with 
Employment being slightly higher than the 
others and Entrepreneurship slightly lower. 
While 79 percent say that they have regular 
Internet access elsewhere, they continue 
to view the Library as an important service 
point for access.

As Shaker Library moves toward a 
revised strategic plan, it will keep the same 
mission, vision, and values statements, along 
with the current strategic themes:
• Innovative, customer-driven services in 

vibrant, welcoming spaces.
• Improvements through efficient, cost-ef-

fective processes.
• Knowledgeable, passionate, tech-savvy, 

service-oriented staff.
• Fiscal strength through strategic 

budgeting.

Countywide Summer Reading 
Program Planned 

Most of the public library systems in 
Cuyahoga County will use the same theme – 
Make Your Summer Count! – and a common 
framework for their summer programs in 
2015. Seven libraries will run a nine-week 
program from June 8 through August 7.

This summer’s efforts will include not 
only traditional library components, but also 
experiential activities outside the Library 
designed to help slow the “summer learning 
slump” that many students experience. 
Watch for details at shakerlibrary.org.

Northeast Renovations

Complete 
Home 
Remodeling

Serving Shaker Heights with Over 30 Years of Experience

www.NortheastRenovations.net
440 221-1024  |  DeanPavlik@gmail.com

Cleveland 
City Dance

Home to City Ballet of Cleveland
216 295-2222

13108 Shaker Square
Cleveland, OH 44120

www.clevelandcitydance.com

Classes for 
children and adults

in a nurturing environment
with experienced teachers

Princess Camps Available
Advanced Masters Classes Available 

with Laura Alonso of Cuba
Summer camps/classes run June 21– Aug. 15
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suffers a near-fatal accident, the Rivera family 
confronts cultural barriers, their daughter’s 
difficult recovery, and her developing 
relationship with a Panamanian boy. 

Tuesday, June 9: Love Medicine by 
Louise Erdrich. On a North Dakota reserva-
tion, the passionate and dramatic lives of two 
families are linked to the past and immersed 
in the present. 

Residents interested in joining the book 
discussions can pick up books at the Main 
Library Reference Desk one month before 
the discussions. Please register in advance at 
shakerlibrary.org or call 216-991-2030.

More Book Discussion Opportunities

If mystery is your reading preference, 
librarian Pam Tidwell leads monthly discus-
sions on popular whodunits at 7:30 pm on 
the second Tuesday evenings of the month.

Tuesday, April 14: Snow White Must Die 
by Nele Neuhaus. Detectives Pia Kirchhoff 
and Oliver von Bodenstein race against time 
to find a girl who has disappeared .

Tuesday, May 12: The Beautiful Mystery 
by Louise Penny. When a peaceful monastery 
in Québec is shattered by the murder of 

@ Shaker Library

 Book Buzz

Here’s the “Buzz” 
on a Library Book Group 

Celebrating Its 15th Anniversary

Shaker librarian Lynda Thomas will celebrate 
her book discussion group’s 15th anniversary 
this spring with cake and, of course, a book 
discussion. Lynda has facilitated Book Buzz, 
a book discussion group that meets from 10 
am to 11:30 am the second Tuesday of the 
month at the Main Library. 

Lynda’s experience with book groups 
began when she formed a group in the 
mid-1980s while living in Pennsylvania. 
(Oprah didn’t begin her book group until 
1996, so Lynda was certainly ahead of 
the book-group curve.) A graduate of 
Gettysburg College with a Master’s degree 
in Library Science from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Lynda has 
worked in libraries for more than 40 years in 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Ohio.

Lynda selects all the titles for Book Buzz 
discussions, sometimes basing the year’s 
reading on one particular theme. According 
to Sarah Berg, a member since 2001, “Lynda 
finds books that I would not have found on 
my own, thoughtful ones with a bite to them 
with a different slant to a common problem.” 

Lynda rates the books on a scale of 
1-10. This is the group’s rating for not only 
the book, but also the discussion. Members 
record their ratings of the book before the 
discussion and again at the end. Lynda says 
“It’s wonderful to see the impact of the group 
discussion when the rating goes up by two 
or three points, and it’s heartening to hear 
members say, ‘I wouldn’t have chosen this 
book, but I’m glad I read it.’” 

Joanna Schoonover is a relative 
newcomer to Book Buzz and finds herself 
looking forward to each book discussion. 
“Lynda is a great discussion leader and she 
chooses books that are not only thought 
provoking, but selections that I probably 
would not have read otherwise.”  

Tam Pendleton has been a member of 
Book Buzz almost since the beginning. “It 
got me connected to Shaker Heights after we 
moved here in a way I would not have been 
otherwise,” she says. “The members have 
been a multi-faceted and deeply interesting 
group of people. I learned a lot of Shaker 
Heights history over the years. Most of all, 
when life was a little wild and hectic, being 
in the group gave me a reason to continue 
setting aside time to read.” 

Lynda also invites authors to join in 
the discussions. Thrity Umrigar, Paula Chen, 
Sarah Willis, and Barbara Hacha have been 
among her guests. 

According to Library Director Luren 
Dickinson, “To be a good discussion leader 
you need to be organized and creative, enjoy 
being with others, like to read, be able to 
help others understand the book, and create 
a welcoming environment. Lynda has the 
capacity to do all of these things with grace 
and poise.”

Upcoming Book Buzz Discussions 

Tuesday, April 14: The Worst Hard Time: 
The Untold Story of Those Who Survived 
the Great American Dust Bowl by Timothy 
Egan. The Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
presents an oral history of the Dust Bowl 
that devastated the Great Plains during the 
Great Depression. The story follows several 
families and their communities through the 
rise and fall of the region and their desperate 
struggles to persevere. 

Tuesday, May 12: The Book of Unknown 
Americans by Cristina Henriquez. Moving 
from Mexico to the U.S. when their daughter 

Book Buzz

Lynda Thomas (far right) 
and just a few of her Book 
Buzz group participants.

Top Rated Titles from Book Buzz Members 

Three books garnered the highest rating of 9.6 points:
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck; The Fort of Nine Towers by Qais Akbar Omar; 

The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson 

Other titles that achieved an average rating over 9 points:
Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam; Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini;
Finding Fish by Antwone Fisher; Line by Line by Barbara Hacha;

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce; The Help by Kathryn Stockett; 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls; The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar; 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot; Bel Canto by Ann Patchett;
The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach; The Good Earth by Pearl Buck
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 www.vancurentreecare.com
216.932.9901

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

•	 Complete	Tree		
Maintenance	Program

•	 Certified	Arborists		
on	Staff

•	 Tree	Removal
•	 Tree	Trimming
•	 168’	35	Ton	Crane
•	 75’	Bucket	Trucks
•	 Deep	Root		

Fertilization
•	 24	Hour	Emergency
•	 Stump	Grinding
•	 Tree	Moving

their choir director, Chief Inspector Armand 
Gamache and Jean-Guy Beauvoir try to find 
the killer in the cloistered community.

Tuesday, June 9: Standing in Another 
Man’s Grave by Ian Rankin. Retired detec-
tive John Rebus is reviewing abandoned case 
files when he realizes a disappearance from 
over a decade ago may be connected to two 
current disappearances.

For those who prefer afternoon book 
discussions, retired Shaker librarian Janis 
Williams leads book discussions at 2 pm 
the fourth Tuesdays of the month at Main 
Library.

Tuesday, April 28: The Limpopo Academy 
of Private Detection by Alexander McCall 
Smith. The formidable talents of Precious 
Ramotswe are put to the test in this mystery.

Tuesday, May 26: The Gods of Guilt by 
Michael Connelly. Defense attorney Mickey 
Haller investigates when a former client and 
prostitute turns up dead.

Tuesday, June 23: Guests on Earth by 
Lee Smith. A young, orphaned piano prodigy 
is admitted to a North Carolina mental 
hospital under the care of a celebrated doctor 
and receives treatment alongside fellow 
patient Zelda Fitzgerald.

Books are available at the Main Library 
Reference desk one month before the discus-
sions. Residents can register in advance at 
shakerlibrary.org or call: 216-991-2030.

Meet Susan Petrone, author of 
Throw Like a Woman 

Meet Susan 
Petrone, author 

of Throw Like 
a Woman, 
at 7 pm 
Wednesday, 
April 22 

at Bertram 
Woods Branch 

when she reads 
from her book and 

talks about her writing life.
Petrone holds a Master’s degree in 

English with a concentration in Creative 
Writing from Cleveland State University. 
Her short fiction has been published by 
Glimmer Train, Featherproof Books, Muse, 
Conclave, and Whiskey Island. Petrone 
co-authors the Cleveland Indians’ blog, 
ItsPronouncedLajaway.com for ESPN.com’s 
SweetSpot network. She lives in Cleveland 
with her husband and daughter.

Following her program, books will be 
available for sale and signing.

Neff Landscaping

(440) 449-3050
NeffLandscaping.com

 37
Years
in the HTS

Full-service care for 
your lawn and yard
• Spring Cleanup
• Weekly Mow & Trim
• Lawn & Landscape  
 Renovation/Installation
• Shrub & Bed 
 Maintenance
• Lawn Treatment 
 Programs

Call for a free consultation
Visit us 
online
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Maltz Hospice House and  
Palliative Care Pavilion

•  On Montefiore’s Beachwood campus
•  Beautiful living and dining areas for  

the entire family
•  Dedicated entrance and parking
•  Spacious hospice house rooms with patios

One David N. Myers Parkway, off Cedar Road

montefiorecare.org

Call Diane Korman, hospice director,  
for a visit at 216.910.2650

There’s a new Hospice House  
on the eastside

Montefiore 
A Caring Community

Hospice care also available in your home

@ Shaker Library

Meet 
Jennifer 

Teege when 
she discusses 
her memoir at 
Main Library

Meet Jennifer 
Teege, when 
she speaks at 
2 pm Sunday, 

April 26 at the Main 
Library. Teege is a German-Nigerian woman 
who was given up for adoption as a child. 
Quite by accident, she discovered  that her 
maternal grandfather was Amon Goeth, 
the infamous Nazi war criminal. She has 
chronicled her journey in a memoir due out 
in April entitled My Grandfather Would 
Have Shot Me: A Black Woman Discovers 
Her Family’s Nazi Past.

The Library and the Maltz Museum are 
collaborating on her visit, which will be in 
an author-interview format.  Following her 
presentation, books will be available for sale 
and signing.

Meet Celeste Ng, author of 
Everything I Never Told You

“Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.” 
So begins Ng’s riveting 
and sensitive debut 
novel about a 
Chinese-
American 
family 
in 1970s 
small-town 
Ohio. The 
book was an 
Amazon Best 
Book of the month 
last July and received a starred review from 
Booklist. Ng will visit Shaker Library on her 
paperback book tour at 7 pm Tuesday, June 2 
at Main Library.

Ng (SHHS class of 1998) attended 
Harvard University and earned an MFA from 
the University of Michigan, where she won 
the Hopwood Award. Her fiction and essays 
have appeared in One Story, Tri Quarterly, 
Bellevue Literary Review, and the Kenyon 
Review Online. Ng is the recipient of the 
Pushcart Prize. She lives in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts with her husband and son.

Following her talk, books will be 
available for sale and signing.

you’ll

you placed your ad in Shaker Life

contact john moore for complete information:
216.721.4300 or jmoore@livepub.com
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to survive until a mission returns and how 
to communicate with Earth to let them 
know that he is still alive. Soon to be a major 
motion picture. 

Events and Popular Programs for 
Adults

Library Continues Its 
Created Equal Series

The Library has been selected to receive 
the “Created Equal: America’s Civil Rights 
Struggle” film set and a program stipend from 
the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History, and Bridging Cultures. Created 
Equal film sets were distributed to museums, 
libraries, and community organizations in all 
50 states. Library Director Luren Dickinson 

Events & 
Popular Programs 
for Adults

Shaker Library presents PubReads 
at the Academy Tavern 

If you enjoy a beer with your biography, a 
martini with your mystery, a cola with your 
classic, or water with your whodunit, come 
to Academy Tavern at 12800 Larchmere 
Boulevard for a spirited discussion of the 
latest book selection. 

Shaker librarian Susan Schoch will lead 
lively book discussions the second Monday 
of the month from 7-8:30 pm. Borrow a copy 
of the book from the Shaker Library refer-
ence desk or buy a copy from Loganberry 
Books at 13015 Larchmere Boulevard. 

Monday, April 13: Discuss Yes Please 
by Amy Poehler, the actress and comedian. 
From her start at improv in the fourth grade 
playing Dorothy in “The Wizard of Oz” to her 
opinions on parenting, Amy shares all in her 
hilarious and touching memoir. 

Monday, May 11: Discuss The Martian 
by Andy Weir, an adventure story about 
Astronaut Mark Watney, stranded and left 
for dead on Mars. He must figure out how 

commented, “We are pleased 
that Shaker Library can join this 
important initiative to encourage 
public conversations about the 
changing meanings of freedom and 
equality in U.S. history and civic 
life.” 

The film set includes 
“The Abolitionists,” “Slavery by 
Another Name,” “The Loving 
Story,” and “Freedom Riders.” 
The stipend enables the Library 

to host conversation-based public program-
ming focused on the themes of the film set. 

The series began last March with discus-
sions centered on the films “The Abolitionist” 
and “Slavery by Another Name.” Dr. Deborah 
Abbott and Dr. Ronnie Dunn moderated 
discussions about the films.

The series continues at 7 pm Thursday, 
April 9 at Main Library when Donna Whyte, 
lecturer in African-American history at 
Cleveland State University, moderates a 
discussion on the film “Freedom Riders.” 

Whyte will show excerpts 
from the documentary 

film for an inside 
look at the brave 
band of activists 
who challenged 
segregation in the 
Deep South. At 2 pm 

Saturday, April 11 at 
Main Library, residents 

are invited to watch the 
film in its entirety.

At 7 pm Thursday, April 30 at Main 
Library Renee Romano, professor of History 
at Oberlin College and author of Race Mixing: 
Black-White Marriage in Postwar America 
will lead the discussion 
on the film “The 
Loving Story,” and 
discuss events 
that culminated 
in the landmark 
Supreme Court 
decision Loving 
v. Virginia, 
which overturned 
anti-miscegenation laws 
in our country. The film will be shown at 2 pm 
Saturday, May 2 at Bertram Woods Branch.

At 7pm Thursday, May 14 at Main 
Library Dr. Ronnie Dunn moderates a panel 
discussion on Racial and Ethnic Disparities 
in the Criminal Justice System. Following the 
discussion, panelists will take questions from 
the audience.

Friends of the 
Shaker Library Present 
Spring Book Sale and 

Ice Cream Social

Friends of the Shaker Library 
has been busy sorting books 
for its Spring Book Sale to be 
held on the second floor of the 
Main Library April 15 to 19. The 
Friends Preview will be held from 
4-8 pm Wednesday, April 15. If you are not a Friend, you can join at the door for $15. 
The sale continues from 9:30 am to 8 pm Thursday, April 16 and from 9:30 am to 4:30 
pm Friday, April 17 and Saturday, April 18. 

The popular Bag sale is held from 1:30-4:30 pm Sunday, April 19 
when all bags of books cost $5 and items in the Specials Room 

are half-price.
The Friends welcomes donations of books, 
small book cases, globes, puzzles, as well as 

gently used books. Recently upgraded 
to a new computer and don’t need your 

older one that is still in working condition? 
Consider donating it to the Friends Book sale.

Residents who want to volunteer to help set 
up or sell during the sale should call or email Joyce 

Balliet at 216-561-6025 or joyceballiet@gmail.com.
After a short respite from the Spring Book Sale, 

Friends welcomes the community to an old-fashioned 
Ice Cream Social from 6:30-8 pm Friday, June 12 at Woods 

Branch. Bring the family for fun on the lawn, music, a mini 
book sale and, of course, ice cream. 



Books & Authors

Chomp by Carl Hiaasen. Alfred A. Knopf, 2012. A difficult star of a reality television show disappears while filming an episode in the Florida Everglades. Using 
animals from the wildlife refuge run by Wahoo Crane’s family, Wahoo and classmate Tuna Gordon set out to find him while avoiding Tuna’s gun-happy father.

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine. HarperCollins Publishers, 1997. Based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against a childhood curse that forces her 
to obey any order given to her.

Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan. Scholastic Press, 2000. For the first 12 years of her life, Esperanza Ortega is pampered by servants and sheltered by her 
doting parents on their ranch in Aguascalientes, Mexico. But a sudden tragedy shatters that world of wealth and privilege. Homeless and destitute, she and her 
mother immigrate to California to work in the fields and start a new life on the eve of the Great Depression.

The Giver by Lois Lowry. Houghton Mifflin, 1993. At the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas is given his lifetime assignment – to be the receiver of memories shared by 
only one other in his community – and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman. HarperCollins, 2008. Master storyteller Neil Gaiman returns with a luminous new novel, which is magical, terrifying, and 
filled with breathtaking adventures sure to enthrall readers of all ages.

Holes by Louis Sachar. Dell Yearling, 2000. Stanley Yelnats (his last name is his first name spelled backwards) tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly 
humorous tale of crime and punishment – and redemption.

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life by Wendy Mass. Little Brown and Co., 2006. Everything changes when a box arrives – a posthumous gift from Jeremy’s 
father who died five years ago.

The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan. Miramax Books/Hyperion Books for Children, 2005. Classic Greek mythology is mixed with modern adventure in this 
new, action-packed series. After learning he is a demigod, Percy Jackson is sent to a summer camp on Long Island, where he meets the father he never knew – 
Poseidon, God of the Sea.

Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool. Delacorte Press, 2013. This is the Odyssey-like adventure of two boys’ incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where 
they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters.

Paperboy by Vince Vawter. Delacorte Press, 2013. When an 11-year-old boy takes over a friend’s newspaper route in July 1959 in Memphis, his debilitating 
stutter makes for a memorable month.

Princess Academy by Shannon Hale. Bloomsbury, 2005. All the teenage girls from a small mountain village must attend the academy to learn how to become a 
princess. Miri soon finds herself confronted with a harsh academy mistress, bitter competition among the girls, and her own conflicting desires to be chosen.

Smile by Raina Telgemeier. Graphix, 2010. Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader, but one night she trips and falls, severely injuring her two front teeth. 
What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with false teeth until she gets 
to high school, where she discovers what true friendship is and she can finally smile.

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer L. Holm. Random House, 2010. Inspired by family stories, a two-time Newbery Honor winner and New York Times bestselling 
author beautifully blends family lore with America’s past in this charming gem of a novel rich in historical detail, humor, and the unique flavors of Key West in 1935.

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead. Wendy Lamb Books, 2009. From the author of First Light comes an engaging novel in which four mysterious letters 
change a young girl’s world forever.

Wonder by R. J. Palacio. Alfred A. Knopf, 2012. Auggie Pullman was born with a facial deformity that prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Now 
he is about to start fifth grade at Beecher Prep, and if you’ve ever been the new kid then you know how hard that can be. Auggie’s just an ordinary kid, with an 
extraordinary face. But can he convince his new classmates that he’s just like them, despite appearances?

The Bookshelf: Classics for Tweens
Wondering what book to give to a 10- to 14-year-old? 
You won’t go wrong with any of the books on this list, and adults will enjoy them too.

Free Access to 
Helpful Business Databases

The Library provides several top-notch 
business and investment resources, which 
are available online from your home, office, 
or mobile device 24 hours a day.

Business Source Premier has full-text articles from over 8,000 business periodicals. 
Use this database to find the best stocks or funds as rated by experts. No matter what the 
topic, IRAs, 529 Plans, re-balancing portfolios, or any other financial or business concern, you 
will find plenty of useful articles here. 

Mergent InvestorEdge contains over 4,000 Equity Research Reports, updated weekly, 
that provide expert analysis and buy, sell, and hold recommendations from a leading analysis 
firm. It recently enhanced its records to include five years of financial highlights and business 
summary information as well as information about top executives. 

@ Shaker Library
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Your parents want to live at home, 
but they need more help than ever. 

You’re overwhelmed and just want 
what’s best for them.

You don’t have to figure it out alone. 

We help older adults remain in their own home with a 
range of services whether help is needed an hour a day 

or around the clock. Not sure what kind of service is 
needed? Speak to one of our professional staff today.

Morningstar Investments is another 
useful database. Morningstar Investment 
Research Center provides independent, 
in-depth research and recommendations on 
11,000 stocks, 24,000 mutual funds, and 
950 exchange traded funds. The format is 
user-friendly and includes an investment 
education section with videos and user 
guides to help you through the various 
screen options available. This is a useful 
section for new investors or for people 
interested in understanding topics such as 
new financial instruments, tax changes, or 
reducing personal debt while investing.

Additionally, the Library provides a 
link to EDGAR, a government acronym 
for Electronic Data Gathering, Analysis, 
and Retrieval. Run by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, EDGAR requires 
all companies, foreign and domestic, to file 
registration statements, periodic reports, and 
other forms electronically. 

These databases are available online 
to Shaker Library cardholders. From 
shakerlibrary.org, choose the Research tab 
at the top of the page and from the menu on 
the left side of the page, select the Business, 
Law and Finance link.

Library, City, and AARP Offer Free 
Tax Preparation for Seniors 

This program offers free, individualized tax 
preparation for low-to moderate-income 
taxpayers – especially those 60 and older – 
from 9:30 am to 4 pm Tuesdays and Fridays 
through April 10 on the second floor of the 
Main Library. An appointment is necessary; 
please call 216-491-1360.

How Does Your Garden Grow?

April showers bring May flowers… and 
gardening programs at Main Library. Barb 
Franzen of Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga 
County will present a program on container 
gardening at 7 pm Tuesday, April 7. Franzen 
will offer ideas on choosing pots; suggest 
plants, including annuals, perennials, herbs, 
vegetables, or trees; and suggest ways to 
fertilize and maintain the containers. She 
will also provide examples and pictures of 
containers to use throughout your yard. 

If shaded areas pose problems for 
your green thumbs, the Master Gardeners 
of Cuyahoga County will present Smart 
Solutions for Shade Gardening at 7 pm 
Tuesday, April 21. Learn how to create a 
beautiful garden in moist or dry shade. 

Visit the Library and check out its 
collection of gardening books or visit the 

HOSMER CONSTRUCTION, LLC

ROOFING CONTRACTOR

Shaker References Available

440 548-5366

Dan Slabaugh, Craftsman
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Master Gardeners of Cuyahoga County’s 
website cuyahogamg.org to get call-in help 
with soil or gardening questions.

Register for the gardening programs at 
shakerlibrary.org or call 216-991-2030.

African-American 
Genealogical Society

The African-American Genealogical Society 
will hold its monthly meetings at 9:30 am 
Saturdays, April 25, May 23, and June 27 at the 
Main Library. Programs are open to the public. 

On April 25, the group will hold an Open 
Forum for sharing resources. Participants 
can discuss their research challenges and 
successes. Bring your questions.

 On May 23, Plain 
Dealer reporter Roxanne 

Washington will present  
her family story, 
The Washingtons 
of Wessyngton 
Plantation. 

Washington will provide 
an overview of the lives of 

enslaved African Americans 
and their white slaveholders. 

On June 27, 
Sunny Morgan, a 
contributing editor 
with Family Tree 
Magazine and Ohio 
Genealogy News 
presents Urban 
Genealogy: How to 
Research Big City Folks. 

Creative Opportunities for Adults 
at the Library

GED Classes meet from 10 am to noon 
Mondays and Wednesdays or Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. These free classes help to prepare 
students for successful completion of the 
GED. Register in advance online at tri-c.edu/
ged or call 216 -371-7138.

Knit Mornings are held from 10 am to 
noon Wednesdays April 1, May 6, and June 
3 at Main Library. Knit Nights are held from 
7 to 8:45 pm Wednesdays, April 15, May 20, 
and June 17 at Woods Branch. 

Life Writing Club meets from 2 to 3 
pm Saturdays, April 11 and May 9. Everyone 
has a story and the writing club encourages 
you to write it down. 

The Barbara Luton Art Show is on 
display on the Main Library second floor 
through April 19. Artwork is available for sale 
and a portion of the proceeds benefits the 
Library’s endowment fund.

Events and Popular Programs for 
Teens 

Teens Can Read Down Their Fines

The Reading Pays Off program is designed to 
encourage reading and to teach responsibility 
by offering teens an alternative way to pay 
fines. By reducing their outstanding fees, 
teens can continue to use their library cards 
without interruption. 

How does it work? Teens ages 12 -17 
simply report to the Main Library Teen 
Center from 2-4 pm Monday, April 6 or to 
the Woods Youth Services desk from 3-4 pm 
Friday, April 24.. For every 15 minutes spent 
reading, they can earn a $2 library buck 
with the potential of earning up to $8 each 
time they register. Teens can then take their 
library bucks to the circulation desk to get 
credit on their fines.

Art Exposed VI

The Library and the Shaker Heights High 
School Art Department present Art Exposed 
VI from 6:00 to 8:30 pm Friday, May 1 
on the second floor of Main Library. View 
students’ artwork and see the breadth and 
depth of the SHHS art department in the 
sixth annual student art show. Gallery-goers 
will have the opportunity to purchase 
original jewelry created by the students 
from 7:30 to 8:15 pm. The exhibit will be on 
display through May 22.

Events and Popular Programs for 
Children

In addition to its many story times geared to 
specific age groups, its sign language classes 
for babies and children, and its regular 
readers advisory for children and parents, 
the Children’s Department is a lively place 
for children’s activities. Specials this quarter 
include science, art, and authorship.

For Grades K-6: Read to a Dog at 
Main Library. Doggy listeners are certified 
with Therapy Dogs International and love 
to listen to stories. School-age children can 
sign up for a 15-minute time slot between 
the hours of 4-5:30 pm Thursdays, April 16 
and May 21. Register in person, online, or 
by phone beginning two weeks before each 
program. If you register online please call the 
children’s desk to request your time slot. 

For Grades 1-5: Meet American Girl 
Doll Josefina from 2:30 to 3:15 pm Saturday, 
April 18 at Woods Branch. Travel back in 
time to a rancho in 1824 New Mexico and 
discover what life was like for Josefina and 
her family. Make a craft and enjoy a snack. 
Dolls welcome! Register in person, online, or 
by phone beginning April 4.

For Grades 2-4: The Writers’ Club at 
Main Library is an enriching program that 
encourages children to express themselves 
using their imagination and words. Poetry, 
creative fiction, writing letters, postcards, 
and newsletters, as well as creating menus 
and maps, are just some of the writing forms 
that young writers will explore. The class 
meets from 4:15 to 5 pm Tuesdays, April 7 
through May 12 at Main Library.

For Grades 3-12: Enter the Earth 
Day Poster and PoeTREE Contest. Use 
your imagination to create a poster or 
write a poem depicting the value of trees as 
nature’s purifiers. Poems may be typed or 
handwritten clearly on letter-sized paper. 
Paper will be available in the Children’s Room 
at both libraries and in the Main Library 
Teen Center through April 10 for those who 
wish to create posters in the Library. Entries 
are due by 5:30 pm Friday, April 10, and 
winners will be acknowledged at an awards 
presentation at 4:15 pm Friday, April 24 at 
the Main Library.

For Grades 4-6: Ever wanted to build 
your own robot? Join in the fun and make 
mini-bots out of toothbrushes and simple 
circuitry from 4:15 to 5 pm Thursday, April 
9 at Main Library. Decorations, races, and 
other surprises are planned. Registration is 
required and began March 26.

If you’ve heard about Washi Tape, 
you know it’s the colorful, patterned tape 
originally from Japan that can be used for all 
kinds of crafty projects. If you haven’t heard 
about it, come to Main Library from 4:15-5 
pm Thursday, May 14 and find out why it’s so 
popular. Create one of our provided projects 
or bring your own objects to personalize 
such as pencils, notebooks, or picture frames. 
Register in person, online, or by phone 
beginning April 30. 

Events & 
Popular Programs 
for Teens

Events & 
Popular Programs 
for Children

@ Shaker Library
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Looking for a good reason  
to choose a quality Realtor?
Here are a couple of excellent ones.

Whether you’re looking to put your home on the market or  
thinking of purchasing new property, Cathy & Jim LeSueur  
can provide you with a detailed plan that outlines what it  
will take to accomplish your goals as quickly as possible.

Because the process can be demanding, the customer service  
you’ll receive from Cathy and Jim will provide you with  
twice the guidance necessary to make that process as  
efficient as possible.

So put the LeSueur Team to work for you today.  
Call 216-999-8408.

It’s the one choice that will double your chances on easing  
the demands of the real estate process.

The Power of Knowledge, Experience & Integrity.  
Times two.

For Grades 4-8: Do you love graphic 
novels, comic books, or manga? Come hang 
out with the Graphic Novels Fan Club, which 
meets at 4:15 pm Thursday, April 23 at Main 
Library. Share your favorites and enjoy snacks. 

Giving

Recent Donations to the Library

Donations to the Library in the last quarter 
of 2014 included contributions to the 
Marilyn Kammer Memorial Fund from 
Randy Kammer in memory of Beverly 
Goldstein, Stella Harrison, Jan Morris, David 
Owens, Elaine Waples, and Ricky Wolfson, 
and to honor Belinda Miller. 

Marilyn Gardner contributed to the 
Frances Belman Fund in honor of Marsha 
Moses. Unrestricted donations were received 
from the Western Reserve Architectural 
Historians and Chapter 39 Veterans for Peace 
in appreciation for library programs. 

Donations to the Local History 
Collection included photos of Shaker School 
District staff, 78 stereoscopic images of 
Lomond School scenes from the 1930s, 
and two stereoscope viewers from Peggy 
Caldwell, on behalf of the Shaker Heights 
City School District. Pat Eaton donated 
candid photographs of Library staff.

Nina Freedlander Gibans and James 
Gibans donated a collection of material on 
modern architecture, a copy of the book Don 
Hisaka: The Cleveland Years and a timeline 
poster from Cleveland Goes Modern: Design 
for the Home. 

Donovan Hart donated research files 
on the building of Shaker Towne Center. 
Judith Karberg donated A Higbee History: 
From Designer Labels to Casino Tables by 
Richard E. Karberg, Jay Miller, and James A. 
Toman, 2014, and The Silver Grille: Favorite 
Recipes from Higbee’s Silver Grille by Judith 
Karberg and Jane Hazen, 2014.

Quarterly Closings

April 5 – Main Library is closed 
Easter Sunday
May 3–Sept. 27 – Main Library is 
closed Sundays
May 25 – Both libraries are closed 
Memorial Day
June 5 – Both libraries will delay opening 
until 10:30 am for a staff meeting. SL

Giving
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Starting
     in
Shaker

Small
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Families 
with 
preschoolers 
abound in 
Shaker. 

There are plenty 
of diversions for the 
under-five crowd, 
in town and within 
short distances. 

Herein a parents’ guide, 
with some expert 
advice included. 

BY JENNIFER KUHEL

But when Shaker’s wide-eyed small fry ask the 
runner-up of daily queries, “Where are we going 
today?” rest assured, parents and caretakers don’t 
have to noodle too long for an answer.

Showing a tot a good time isn’t hard 
to do when your home base is Shaker 

Heights. Entertainment is never more than 
a short walk, bike, car, or Rapid ride from your front door. 
Some of the leading reasons why people want to live in 
Shaker Heights – the City’s natural beauty, walkability, and 
proximity – work out pretty well for the little ones, too.

So whether your Johnny or Janey is an adventurer, an artist, a 
musician, an explorer, a digger, a thinker, a quiet timer, a rough-and-tumble 
whippersnapper, or any combination of the above, there’s plenty to do in 
and around Shaker to keep even the most discriminating child engaged. 
What’s more, you won’t have to break the bank to have an outing that keeps 
everyone happy. In fact, many things are free. 

There’s rarely 
an easy response 
to a preschooler’s 
favorite question:

“Why?”
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Energy to Burn? 
Curiousity to Quell? 

Walk 
it out.

Shaker resident Mary D’Souza has been a caretaker of young children – 
many of whom are preschoolers – in the Fernway neighborhood for 30 years. Any day, any 
weather, D’Souza walks the sidewalks, with a waist-high child by her side or pushing a double 
stroller.  

“I feel children should know their space. It’s important for them to be able to walk around 
the block and to know their surroundings,” explains D’Souza. “If they’re pushing the button 
and watching the traffic light, that’s learning. Every day, they’re learning.”

Lucky for Shaker’s youngest residents, there are more than 200 miles of sidewalk on 
which to walk and learn. And many of those sidewalks lead to some of Shaker’s most popular 
walkable destinations for small children. 

Shaker’s 
playgrounds: 
From Mercer to 
Moreland, there’s 
a playground 
within walking 
distance of every 
Shaker home. 
Each Shaker 
elementary school 
is equipped with 
one, and the City 
also maintains 
nine public 
playgrounds. 

l

Around 
the World 
Playground 
(adjacent to the 
Main Library) 
– Open April 
to October to 
toddlers to age 
12.

l

Chelton Park 
(Chelton and 
Hampstead 
Roads) – Play 
area for children 
ages two to 12. 
Outdoor family 
movie night is a 
summer feature.

l

Gridley Triangle 
(Lomond 
Boulevard and 
Gridley Road) 
– Play area for 
toddlers to five-
year-olds.

l

Horseshoe 
Lake Park 
(Park Drive off 
South Park Drive) 
– Play area for 
children ages two 
to 12. 
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l

Ludlow 
(behind school at 
Southington and 
Keswick roads) 
– Play area for 
children ages five 
to 12. 

l

Menlo Tot Lot 
(Menlo Road 
near Scottsdale 
Boulevard) – Play 
area for children 
ages five to 12. 

l

Sussex 
(Shaker Family 
Connections 
- Lomond 
Boulevard and 
Norwood Road) 
– Play area for 
children ages two 
to 12.

l

Thornton Park 
(3301 
Warrensville 
Center Road) 
– Play area for 
children ages two 
to 12.

l

Winslow 
(Winslow and 
Ingleside roads) 
– Play area for 
children ages five 
to 12.

Shaker Family Center, 19824 Sussex Road, 
216-921-2023 familyconnections1.org.

Daily drop-in playtime at the Patricia S. Mearns 
Family Playroom is available on Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. Call for playtime 
hours. The Family Center’s large muscle room and 
Open Gym are open Saturdays. Cost is $7/drop-in 
or purchase a three-month pass for $70. Annual 
passes also available. 

Malvern resident Carisa Tilton calls the Saturday 
Open Gym at the Family Center “amazing” for her 
active three-year-old, Owen. “It’s fantastic,” Tilton 
says, especially when the weather is cold. “It’s just 
this huge room with trikes and space for him to run 
around. It’s fantastic. There aren’t many towns that 
offer an open gym. That’s a real bonus for sure.” 

Shaker Heights Public Library, shakerlibrary.org/kids

Main Library, 16500 Van Aken Boulevard, 216-991-2030. 
Weekly storytimes for preschool-age children, and Shaker Library Play and Learn 
Station for children birth to five on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 
See the website for a calendar of scheduled storytimes. 

Bertram Woods Library, 20600 Fayette Road, 216-991-2421. 
Weekly storytimes for preschool-age children, and occasional Pajama Stories, a 
bedtime story event for children at night. Call the Library for more details or visit the 
Shaker Public Library website for a calendar of children’s events.
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Warmer days and shorter nights are the perfect time to channel your youngster’s inner 
cyclist. The Shaker Median Bike Trail offers a safe, paved surface for wobbly and 
confident riders alike. And when little legs tire, have a rest at one of the trail’s shaded, 
peaceful benches. For a longer ride, venture on the trail through Beachwood, where you 
can stop for water and a bathroom break or enjoy a packed lunch at the covered shelter 
east of the park’s Sulgrave Road entrance.  

High-energy preschoolers can’t beat the benefits of Horseshoe Lake Park, where 
they can ride a bike or scooter on the park’s perimeter paved trail and skip rocks and swing 
at the playground and climb the spider web structure and hike through the woods and 
hit the restrooms (which are open May through September only, keep in mind). Budding 
paleontologists can search for the park’s faux-sils on the climbing rock or quietly read a 
book in the treehouse. 

“It’s a great place to go and bring a picnic because it’s such a beautiful space,” says 
Kristin Koenigsberger, a Shaker resident and intervention specialist at the Onaway 
preschool. She’s also a mom to three children, the youngest of whom is a preschooler. 

Stronger, two-wheel-riding preschoolers can try a short beginner’s trail ride around 
The Lower Shaker Lake, where parking is available at the entrance near the intersection 
of Coventry Road and South Park Boulevard. Much of the trail surrounding the lake is 
either paved asphalt or sidewalk, but part of the trail on the park’s Brook Road side is a 
dirt path that follows the lake. For young ones, the path is the perfect distance to sample 
the thrill of going off-road.

One of summer’s most popular bike-to spots is Thornton Park, 3301 Warrensville 
Center Road, where youngsters can work up a sweat on the way to enjoying the cooling 
waters of the Tot Pool, designed just for the preschool crowd.

Pedaling Where? 

Cruise 
Shaker 
on Two 
(or More) 
Wheels
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Most children in Shaker have a Rapid stop within walking distance of their homes. And if they can’t always see the trains ferrying 
passengers to and from downtown and points west, they can’t resist the ding-ding! or the toot! of a train passing through an intersection. 

Carisa Tilton and her husband, Chip, have planned family outings just to take advantage of the Rapid, which is only a block and a 
half from their home. “We wanted to go on the Rapid just to do the Rapid thing. We’ve taken the train and had breakfast at Yours Truly 
at Shaker Square, which is the best place for little kids, especially since they have the train table,” she says. The Tiltons have made a few 
trips to Shaker Square for breakfast; when the kids are older, Carissa looks forward to taking the family downtown via Rapid for 
baseball games.   

Shaker residents can ride, walk, or drive with little ones to a Green or Blue Line Rapid stop and hop aboard. For young children, 
a simple change in transportation often can make just another trip to one of Shaker’s destinations an extraordinary one. Kids under six 
ride the Rapid free with a paying adult (up to three children per adult). Adult fare is $2.25 each way. Fare for seniors 65 and over is $1. 

So why not take a short ride to Shaker Square for a shopping trip to Playmatters, popcorn at Dewey’s Coffee House, or to explore 
the North Union Farmer’s Market on Saturdays? Consider taking the Rapid to one of Shaker’s libraries. Or to Horseshoe Lake. Or 
to the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, 2600 South Park Boulevard. Or for a sweet treat at Lucy’s Sweet Surrender, 20314 Chagrin 
Boulevard. Or to Juma Gallery, 20100 Chagrin Boulevard, where adults can enjoy a cup of coffee and a light snack while toddlers and 
preschoolers color on a table outfitted with a ream of paper. 

Older preschoolers may have the stamina to ride beyond Shaker Heights and head downtown to take in the indoor dancing water 
fountain at Tower City, a Christmas season diversion. Only a block away, The Corner Alley at 402 Euclid Avenue offers a lunch and 
bowling special that’s $13 for adults and $8 for kids. Price includes lunch, shoes, and one game of bowling. A red line transfer and a stop 
away from downtown are the West Side Market and Mitchell’s Ice Cream factory, 1867 West 25th Street. Children can enjoy a cone, 
sundae, or smoothie and get a close look at the process of making one of everyone’s favorite local frozen confections.

 Getting There 
is (More than Half) the Fun
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Onaway resident Jen Deshpande remembers when she and her husband, Aneet, moved to Shaker Heights from Chicago with their eldest two 
children, Ajay and Nina, then just preschoolers. 

“We wanted something close to the city so that we could use and access all the things in the city,” she says. Eight years and one child later, 
Deshpande still takes advantage of Shaker’s proximity to University Circle for all of her kids, but especially for her youngest, Hannah, who is 
two. The family enjoys trips to the Museum of Natural History, The Cleveland Museum of Art, and Cleveland Botanical Garden. “If 
we lived farther out, I wouldn’t be taking our kids to the art museum at ten o’clock on a Saturday morning. Everything is so close that we do it 
more often.” 

Also in University Circle is the popular Children’s Museum of Cleveland, which is open until this summer, when it closes to begin its 
transition to a new location at the former Stager-Beckwith Mansion on Euclid Avenue.

Then go north on Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive and follow East 88th Street up the hill. At the top you’ll find the anchor of the Cleveland 
Cultural Gardens: Rockefeller Park Greenhouse, 750 East 88th Street. The greenhouse is open daily from 10-4 (holidays included) and is 
perfect for young ones, especially when temperatures take a dive. Spend 15 minutes or an hour walking the greenhouse paths to see cacti and 
other warm-weather plants. Parking and admission are free. 

Just up Mayfield Road from University Circle, give preschoolers one of the best Eastside views of Cleveland and introduce a bit of U.S. 
history at the Lake View Cemetery Garfield Memorial, 12316 Euclid Avenue. Take the curved staircase to the castle-like memorial’s 
overlook and enjoy the quiet view of Lake Erie and downtown. Brave youngsters won’t want to miss out on walking down to the crypt, where 
President James A. Garfield and his wife are laid side-by-side in their caskets.

Straddling the border of Shaker Heights and Cleveland is Larchmere, a popular destination year-round for adults, but for kids, too. 
Loganberry Books, 13015 Larchmere Boulevard, offers a terrific selection of contemporary children’s books as well as used, well-maintained 
classics. It’s not uncommon to find youngsters browsing the shelves for their favorites while grown-ups reminiscence over some of the beloved 
titles from their own childhoods. On-street and side street parking is available just outside the store. 

Each Thanksgiving, the Larchmere Holiday Stroll attracts adults with its eclectic mix of retailers and antique dealers, and youngsters 
with the promise of hot cocoa, face painting, balloons, and horse and buggy rides. In June, Larchmere Porchfest is the perfect way to enjoy 
the summer weather with children while listening and dancing to the music of 30 local musicians and bands.

  Too Close to Ask, 
“Are We There Yet?”
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Kristin Koenigsberger, intervention specialist at the Onaway preschool, says when it comes to preschoolers, keep it simple. 
“Just get outside.” 

Her suggestions: Give your child a very small plot (a twelve-inch square is plenty) to dig and plant something small, or plan a scavenger 
hunt with items found outside the house. “Sometimes we overlook the possibilities in our own backyards because we’re so busy going 
somewhere else,” Koenigsberger says.

Of course, there are times when it’s good to go somewhere else. And at those times, parents and caretakers should keep in mind that quality 
trumps quantity. “You want a good hour, half-hour, or five minutes, as opposed to three hours at the Art Museum where everyone leaves crying 
and no one wants to go back.”

Her advice? Buy memberships. Or ask for them as gifts. “When you have a membership, you don’t feel the pressure of ‘Well, I paid for my 
admission, so now I have to stay for x-number of hours,” Koenigsberger says, adding that many of Cleveland’s museums have reciprocity with 
museums not just in Ohio, but across the country. 

Koenigsberger says parents should seize any opportunity to build a child’s vocabulary through experience – whether that’s out-
side or at a museum. Her top picks to engage children and start building connections between their lives and the world around them:

From the Experts:

Go Big 
or Go Home? 
In Shaker, Both!

l
Holden Arboretum – Last fall, the 
Holden Arboretum joined forces with 
the Cleveland Botanical Garden so 
that now members of each institution 
enjoy privileges at both. “It’s only 
25 minutes away and for children, 
it’s wonderful,” Koenigsberger says. 
“There’s a tree that children can 
actually crawl inside.” 

l
The Children’s Garden at the 
Cleveland Botanical Garden “in 
summer is fabulous. Children can lie 
on the deck and see frogs and fish 
bobbing out of the water. There’s a 
place for digging a planting. Inside, 
kids can enjoy the butterflies in the 
Rainforest,” says Koenigsberger.

l
The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 
– “The hikes are short, but you feel 
like you’re in the woods and you 
feel like you’ve gone somewhere,” 
she says. “It’s preschool-sized and 
something they can accomplish. They 
feel like they’ve gone somewhere.”

l
Gallery One, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art’s hands-on, child-
friendly gallery, is “fabulous,” says 
Koenigsberger. “It acclimates children 
as to how to be a patron at the Art 
Museum. It’s a learned skill for kids to 
know that you can’t just run up and 
touch a picture. Gallery One makes it 
accessible for families and kids in a 
way that you don’t feel scared.” SL
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Green Site, 
Starry Night
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The summer benefit has been an important fundraiser for the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes since 1967. Titled Green Site, Starry Night, the 2015 event theme highlights the 
focus on sustainability in the evening’s menu, auction items, decorations, and even 

invitations. The event is held outside amid the lush 
greenery of the Nature Center. This year’s benefit will 
take place on Saturday, June 6, from 6 to 11:30 pm. 

The Nature Center will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary next year. Its wetlands, hiking trails, and 

programs serve virtually the entire east side of Greater 
Cleveland, and it is nationally known for birdwatching. It was 

founded as a direct result of a volunteer effort – largely by Shaker 
Heights residents – to stop a freeway from being built through the 

Shaker Parklands. More than 35,000 people visit the center annually. 
Moreover, the Nature Center is one of Northeast Ohio’s most important 

resources for environmental education. It was designated as a National 
Environmental Education Landmark in 1971. The business community 
has also recognized the value of being affiliated with the Center; the 
presentation of the Great Blue Heron Award, which recognizes a local 
corporation for leadership in sustainability and commitment to the 
environment, is a highlight of the summer benefit. Recent recipients 
include Tremco, Inc. in Beachwood and BrownFlynn in Cleveland. SL

Benefit sponsors include 
Evarts Tremaine, Evolution 
Capital Partners, Hahn 
Loeser, Key Bank, Parker 
Hannifin, Penske Cleveland, 
Resilience Capital, 
Wellspring Financial, and 
Winston Products. 
Dan Moulthrop, Shaker 
resident and CEO of The 
City Club of Cleveland, will 
be the Master of ceremonies.

This year’s event is co-
chaired by Tom Bennett, 
development director 
at EDWINS Leadership 
and Restaurant Institute; 
Kimberly Dyer, director of 
business development 
and marketing at 
Bold Alternatives; 
and Greg DeGulis, an 
environmental lawyer 
with McMahon Degulis.

A group of more than 
30 table hosts are working 
to ensure another sell-out 
night of over 550 attendees 
to enjoy cocktails, dinner, 
auctions, and dancing in 
the heart of the Shaker 
Parklands. Silent and 
live auctions will feature 
hand-painted rain barrels 
and select environmentally 
themed items.

Cost for the benefit is 
$170 for members and 
$195 for non-members. 
Proceeds support 
the Nature Center’s 
environmental education 
program and 
public grounds.

S
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Who: Emily Shrestha

Where: Works at Shaker Heights High School; lives 
in the Boulevard neighborhood

Business: English teacher

Personal Background: I double-majored in English 
and Integrated Language Arts (Education) at Hiram 
College, where I met my husband (Dipendra Shrestha, 
an investment accountant at Progressive Insurance). 
¶ Two days before I graduated, Shaker offered me a 
teaching job, so that was a phenomenal graduation 
present. The hiring director, Bill Trost, scooped me up 
in a mock interview session. If that had not happened, 
we might have moved back to Cincinnati to put 
roots down there. ¶ In 2007 I earned my Master’s in 
Education at Notre Dame College. I feel that it is very 
important to keep doing something that adds to your 
professional growth. It’s nice that the school district 
provides so many options for this. I was part of a 
Master’s Teaching program at John Carroll University, 
which involved leadership. It’s so important to keep 
what I’m teaching fresh. 

What I love about my work: I have taught at Shaker 
Heights High School for 11 years now, and in that time 
I have taught every grade (9-12) and every course level. I 
love that I get a new job every year, and that it’s different 
every day, even from class to class. I’m teaching Oedipus 
Rex to all five of my classes, and it’s amazing where they 
take the content and how different the discussions can 
be. ¶ I could never sit at a desk with a phone. I love my 
stage, and that I can pull students up on that stage to 
show what they know. When graduates come back and 
visit it’s just the most rewarding, fulfilling, amazing 
thing to have them tell you that your class mattered. I 
also love my colleagues; I work with the smartest people 
and respect them so much. Being able to learn from one 
another is a true mark of professionalism and what I 
value most about my department. 

Photograph on pages 38 & 39 by Janet Century
Photograph on Pages 40 & 41 by Kevin G. Reeves
Interview by Jennifer Proe

Emily at home with husband Dipendra and daughters Maya and Priya.
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On Working and Living in Shaker Heights:
We moved here last summer from South Euclid. With 
my daughter Maya starting kindergarten, it felt like 
it would be easier to be on the same schedule and to 
have her in a district I trusted to start her academic 
schooling. (Maya attends Boulevard Elementary 
School. Younger sister, Priya, is two.) ¶ Living here 
has given us more quality time together. I can get 
my kid to school in five minutes instead of 35, and I 
can walk to work. On the weekends, we like to spend 
time at the High School football games and see the 
marching band. We always did that before we had kids, 
and now it’s just that much easier to go to the things 
my students are inviting me to, like a dance concert. 
¶ We also love to spend time outdoors here – at the 
parks, the playgrounds, on the bike paths. When we 
hear the kids skating on the outdoor rink behind our 
house we think, “That’s why we moved here.” Maya just 
started ice skating lessons at Thornton Park so she can 
be out there with her friends. ¶ Right after we moved 
in, we took the girls to Nepal for three weeks, where 
Dipendra is from, to visit family. I felt immediately 
comfortable having our new neighbor watch our cats 
even though we had just met. When we came back, 
the neighbors brought us all sorts of bread and cakes. 
¶ We also joined the Boulevard PTO international 
Partners, which helps to welcome international 
families when they move to Shaker. We didn’t know 
Boulevard had such a strong International presence 
when we moved here; it was just a happy coincidence!
 
Contact: shrestha_e@shaker.org SL

Emily at work in English class
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T
WOLFS art gallery 

in Larchmere is known 

for its collection of work 

spanning 400 years – 

and for work by artists in 

the so-called Cleveland 

School, a community 

of artists who lived and 

worked here beginning 

in the late 19th century. 

AR

ARTISTS BY DIANA SIMEON
PHOTOGRAPHY BY
JANET CENTURY EXCEPT 
WHERE NOTED



leveland’s art lovers need no introduction to the 
free-standing brick building that graces the Shaker Heights end of  
Larchmere Boulevard’s business district. 

For 40-plus years, the 1930s-era building – a former power station for 
streetcars – housed the highly regarded Sylvia Ullman American Arts and Crafts Gallery. 
Last spring, the building became home to another esteemed Cleveland art gallery: WOLFS, 
which specializes in fine and decorative arts.

Step into 13010 Larchmere and it’s easy to see why WOLFS made the move to Shaker, 
from its former location up the street in Cleveland. Light spills from a dozen or so enormous, 
industrial-style windows into a spacious venue with soaring 30-foot ceilings. 

The building was renovated in 2013 by owner Ilene Greenblatt. At 8,500-square-feet, 
it’s perfectly suited for WOLFS’ collection of more than four centuries of art.

Indeed, the range of art available at WOLFS, from 17th century to contemporary 
works, makes the gallery unique, and not just in Cleveland.

“Even in New York, you don’t really find places like this. A lot of other galleries may only 
handle 20th century American art or contemporary art, but we’re comfortable handling centuries 
of things,” explains Shaker resident Bridget McWilliams, who runs the gallery with longtime 
business partner Michael Wolf. The gallery is owned by Wolf’s family. 

“Even in
New York, 
you don’t 
really find 
places
like this.” 
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Michael Wolf and Bridget McWilliams with McWilliams’ French bulldog Hooper. 
Facing page: “Summer Bouquet”(1948) by Cleveland School artist Paul Travis 

(1891-1975). Oil on Masonite, 30 x 25”. Photo courtesy WOLFS Gallery
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The duo is at ease with such a wide range of art because they’ve been working with it for decades. McWilliams has a Master’s 
degree in art history from Case Western Reserve University and is an accredited member of the Appraisers Association of America. 
Wolf, meanwhile, started his career with a gallery on Coventry Road almost four decades ago. In 1979, he founded the successful 
Cleveland-based international auction house, Wolfs Fine Art Auctioneers. He hired McWilliams from the Cleveland Museum of Art 
to serve as assistant director. 

The auction house shut its doors in the 1990s, and the partners moved on to other opportunities. But several years ago, they 
decided to bring WOLFS back, this time as a Larchmere-based gallery offering its customers only the best of what they discovered in 
the region and elsewhere. 

“WOLFS has a lot of history in Cleveland,” explains Wolf. “This iteration is primarily a gallery, but it’s a gallery that evolved out of 
our being in the auction business for so long.”

Walk around the new space with McWilliams and Wolf and you can’t help but catch their enthusiasm, not to mention be dazzled 
by the visual feast that is on display.



The discovery of art and artists

is a perk for Wolf and McWilliams, 

who make acquisitions for the

gallery together.
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“This part of 

the gallery is a 

good example 

of how diverse

it is here,”

says Wolf, 

pointing to

a 19th century 

copy of a 

fourth century 

statue of 

Aphrodite.
(facing page)
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“This part of the gallery is really a good 
example of how diverse it is here,” explains 
Wolf. He’s pointing to an area of the first 
floor, where there’s a 19th century copy 
of a fourth century statue of Aphrodite. 
Nearby, there’s a 1930s-era painting of 
New York City’s Central Park, as well as 
a contemporary work by the Ashtabula, 
Ohio-born artist Lainard Bush. There’s 
also a work by the famed Cleveland School 
artist, Paul Travis. 

“Really, the whole place is kind of like 
this,” says Wolf. 

Take another area of the gallery, where 
on a recent winter’s day, a visitor finds an 
African sculpture of an alligator atop a 
Chinese alter table, next to a Chippendale 
chair, behind which stands a teakwood 
carving, from Southeast Asia, of a tiger. 

“We have the privilege of having all 
these centuries of art and it’s fun to be able 
to mix it together,” says McWilliams. 

And that’s just the first floor. A basement houses hundreds of additional 
pieces, including the gallery’s Jay Gates Collection of Asian art. Gates was a 
protégé of the former director of the Cleveland Museum of Art and Asian arts 
expert, Sherman Lee. A mezzanine, rebuilt during the building’s renovation, 
holds still more, like a lithograph by American artist – and Ohio State 
University graduate – George Wesley Bellows, as well as McWilliams’ favorite 
among the gallery’s hundreds of paintings: the “Death of Procris” by the 
American artist Joseph Glasco.

Joseph Glasco’s “The Death of Procris” 
(1955). Oil on paper, 56 x 41.5”. Glasco 
(1925-1996) has works on permanent 
display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Museum of Modern Art, the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum, and the Whitney 
Museum of American Art. Photo courtesy 
WOLFS Gallery.
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Detail of Lainard Bush’s “Aeon” (2014), acrylic and spray paint on canvas, 50 x 44”. Photo courtesy WOLFS Gallery.

“Riders in Central Park” (1930) by an unknown American School artist.
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The gallery has 
dozens of works 
by Cleveland 
School artists.

“They inspired
one another,”
says Wolf.

“Saturday at Chagrin Falls” (1931) by Cleveland School artist Carl Gaertner (1898-1952).
Oil on canvas, 42 x 60”. Photo courtesy of Wolfs Gallery.

WOLFS is particularly well-known 
for its collection of work by artists in 
the Cleveland School, a community of 
artists who lived and worked in the region 
beginning in the mid-20th Century. 

“They had their own style. They 
collaborated. They inspired one another,” 
says Wolf. 

The gallery boasts dozens of works 
by these artists, including Friedrich 
Carl Gottwald, the grandfather of the 
movement, and Henry Keller, Marion 
Bryson, Paul Riva, Ora Coltman, and 
Kenneth Marcus Hugh, among many 
others. It also represents the estates of 
two leading Cleveland School artists,
Paul Travis and Carl Gaertner. 

Enthusiasm for Gaertner’s work 
has grown steadily since his death in 
1952. A Gaertner painting sold recently 
for $250,000 at auction. The artist is 
particularly admired for his American 
Scene paintings, and many of those 
scenes are of Cleveland and its environs, 
including the stunning “Saturday at 
Chagrin Falls,” a signature piece that 
presides over the main floor at WOLFS. 

“Gaertner rolled that up and hid it in his 
farmhouse on River Road,” says Wolf. “His 
son only found it a couple of years ago.” 

FACING PAGE: Bridget McWilliams, office
manager Megan Arner, and Michael Wolf.



Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 5pm
Monday Closed
Or by appointment
216.721.6945

13010 Larchmere Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio 44120
info@wolfsgallery.com
wolfsgallery.com

GALLERY

Discovering art and artists is a perk of the job for McWilliams and Wolf, who make 
acquisitions for the gallery together. “We converge on things, then we know we’ve got it 
right,” says Wolf.

Several years ago, the partners were invited to the South Euclid home of Mary 
Agnes Matousek, at the time recently widowed from Kenneth Marcus Hugh. 

“Her entire living room and dining room were covered in stacks of watercolors,” 
recalls McWilliams. These days, Hugh’s work is not widely known, but the partners 
hope that WOLFS can help introduce the Ohio artist to the public. 

“Works like that are so good and we know it, but the world doesn’t necessarily 
know it,” muses Wolf. “The talent is oftentimes never discovered. We see great things 
that go unappreciated all the time.” SL

FOLLOW THEM on Instagram and Facebook at wolfsgallery
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13017 Epstein Design Partners Inc. 
Graphic design & communications      www.epsteindesign.com

13015 Loganberry Books 
100,000 new, used & rare books     www.loganberrybooks.com

13015 Strong Bindery 
Bookbindery and paper conservation                216-231-0001                                       

13005 Eclectic Eccentric 
Original art, vintage, gift shop      www.eccentriclarchmere.com

13005 Two Crows for Joy 
Organic US-made children’s 
clothing & gifts                                 www.twocrowsforjoy.com
 
13001 Metheny Weir Painted Finishes 
Your source for Chalk Paint™  
decorative paint  
by Annie Sloan                                     www.methenyweir.com

13001 House Warmings 
Antique and vintage furniture  
and home accessories                  www.thehousewarmings.com 
 
 
12807 Gentleman’s Quarters/Frog’s Legs
European clothing and accessories  
for men and women                   216-229-7083 / 216-229-4660

12805 John L. Young Inc. 
Fine oriental antiques & fine jewelry                 216-721-3123

12801 Bingham’s Antiques 
Mid-century, 20th century decorative arts,  
eclectic objects                           www.binghamsantiques.com

12733 Shaker Square Antiques 
Fine period English & American furniture           216-231-8804

12721 Marc Goodman’s Antique Mall 
Furniture, art, ladies’ accessories, linens 
and liquidations                                              216-229-8919

13010 Wolfs Gallery 
Art Dealers and Appraisers                    www.wolfsgallery.com 

12900 Elegant Extras 
Antique porcelains, crystal,  
sterling silver and jewelry                                 216-791-3017

12812 Larchmere Oriental Rugs 
New, old & antique rugs, kilims & textiles,  
repairs and restoration                      www.larchmererugs.com

12806 Shaker Photo Studio 
Portrait photography                             www.shakerphoto.com

12712 The Dancing Sheep 
One-of-a-kind & limited edition clothing,  
crafts and  gifts                                               216-229-5770 
 
12712 American Crafts Gallery
A prime destination for contemporary ceramic,  
wood and glass craftsmanship                         216-229-5770

12702 Conservation Studios 
Fine antique furniture restoration,  
conservation & sales                   www.conservationstudios.org

12702 Charles Phillips Florist 
Flowers for weddings, parties  
and all occasions                                           216-583-9076

12702 Monarch 
Vintage designer clothing and decorative arts    216-299-8297

12620 Fine Points 
Delicious knitting yarns for the fiber artist;  
designer clothing                                     www.finepoints.com

12610 Corcoran Fine Arts 
19th & 20th Century Fine Art, certified 
appraisals                                     www.corcoranfinearts.com 
 
12200 Grow Outs
Children’s resale boutique                         www.growouts.com

Cleveland’s Art, Antiques 
and Design District for 75 Years

NORTH SIDE 
east to west

SOUTH SIDE 
east to west

A one-stop destination of 24 wonderful stores and galleries
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Slate, Copper & Tile

ROOFING
WE SPECIALIZE IN 

CUSTOM COPPER, SLATE & TILE ROOF 
REPAIR AND RESTORATION, 

AND NEW ROOF INSTALLATIONS

STEVE 440 520-2420  •  ATTILA 216 682-6991
SERVICE@SCTROOFING.COM

WWW.SCTROOFING.COM

20% OFF
FOR NEW CUSTOMERS!

FREE ESTIMATES
BONDED

& 
INSURED

Venture
Out

APRIL

4/4
8am-noon, Saturday

North Union Farmers Market 
The market opens its 20th season with a 
blessing of farms and farmers. Sheepshearer 
Geoff Baldwin will tell stories to young 
and old alike, while he shears his sheep. 
Other highlights include live music, Chef 
at the Market, fresh and local produce, 
meat, and dairy products from Ohio farms, 
artisan breads and pastries, and crafts by 
local artists. The market is open Saturdays 
through December 19. 

Shaker Square
Northunionfarmersmarket.org
216-751-7656

4/15 & 16
6-7:30 pm Wednesday &
9 am-1 pm Thursday

Used Toy Sale
Recycle the tricycles! Great opportunity for 
parents to go lean and green. Buy toys at 
great prices with no cumbersome packaging 
to contend with. Reduce your kiddie clutter 
and share the love by dropping off your 
gently used toys April 13 and 14.

Shaker Family Center Gym
19824 Sussex Road
familyconnections1.org 
216-921-2023
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Don’t resist any longer!
Have Radiators?  Want Central Air?

The Unico system was 
designed for homes 
like yours. This system 
provides exceptional 
comfort without any 
messy and expensive 
remodeling. Shak-
erites have relied 
on the Hann family 
for providing qual-
ity workmanship and 
service for over 105 
years. Call today for 
your initial inspection. (216) 932-9755 or 371-HANN

Bonded • Insured • OH LIC #24462  

Owned and operated by Chris & Bill Hann

hannheatingcooling.com

 

 
The attorneys of Hickman & Lowder will help you 
plan for your future.  Our firm has been 
representing families since 1981 and has grown 
to become a nationally recognized legal authority 
on issues related to Elder Law, Medicaid, asset 
protection, and planning for long-term care. 

Hickman-Lowder.com  x  (216) 861-0360 
 

Elder Law 

Estate Planning 

Asset Protection  

Medicaid Planning 

Guardianship 

Long-Term Care 
Options  

Where do you see  
yourself in 10 years?   
Are you prepared? 4/17

6-9 pm Friday 

Pestival
Celebrate the 10th anniversary of Pestival at 
the annual cocktail-style reception featuring 
delectable dishes created by local chefs using 
the invasive, non-native garlic mustard.  
Savor beer, wine, a signature cocktail, and 
live music.  
$65/person for Meet-the-Chefs tickets 
beginning at 6 pm
$60/person for Open Tasting starting at 7 pm.

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
shakerlakes.org 
216- 321-5935 

4/24
7 pm Friday 

The Lomond Association’s 
50th Anniversary Celebration 
The Lomond Association was created as a 
constructive community response to the civil 
rights movement. The event will celebrate the 
evolution of the Lomond community over the 
past half century. It is free and open to all.

Lomond School Auditorium
17917 Lomond Boulevard
Lomondassociation.org
Henrietta Silberger at 216-752-2668 

MAY

5/1
6:00-8:30 pm Friday

Art Exposed VI
Expose yourself to the creative talents of 
Shaker Heights High School art students 
and see the true breadth and depth of the 
SHHS art program. Gallery-goers will have 
the opportunity to purchase some original 
jewelry from 7-8 pm.

Shaker Library
16500 Van Aken Boulevard
Shakerlibrary.org
216-991-2030

Venture Out
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       “THE NEUBERT PAINTIN
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Serving 
Northeast Ohio 
Homeowners 

since 1975

Neuber t  Pa in t ing 
12108 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Call us at
216-529-0360 

for a Free 
Consultation!

Quality 
 Painting.

T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

Northeast Ohio 
Homeowners 

since 1975

12108 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio 44107

 Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

N
EU

BE
RT

PA
INTING.COM

Welcome
   Spring 

Arbor Day 
Celebration of Trees!   

Plant Sale

April 24 – 26
Free Admission 

May 16 - 17
Discounted  
Admission 

9550 Sperry Road | Kirtland, OH | holdenarb.org

ShakerLife-ArborDay ad.indd   1 2/25/2015   1:03:23 PM

5/1
7-10 pm Friday

Shaker Arts Council At Home 
with the Arts (Aha!) presents Verditas 
Classical String Quartet. Musicians Amber 
Dimoff, Jeffrey Zehngut, Daniel Pereira, 
and Yun-Ting Lee perform with guest artist 
Maximilian Dimoff. Dimoff, Lee, and Zehngut 
are members of the Cleveland Orchestra. 

Shaker Arts Council
Shakerartscouncil.org
216-916-9360

5/9
8 am-Noon Saturday

Flower Day at the Market
Get your garden started at the farmers market 
at Shaker Square. Local nurseries, gardening 
and landscape experts, eco-friendly businesses, 
and outdoor art will make this a special day 
for learning and growing. Demonstrations, a 
potted plant raffle, free Troy-Bilt walk-behind 
lawnmower raffles, and much more will get you 
ready for summer. 

Shaker Square
Northunionfarmersmarket.org
216-751-7656

5/9
9 am-1 pm Saturday

Plant Sale
The Nature Center’s 33rd annual Plant 
Sale offers a variety of affordable herbs, 
vegetables, perennials, annuals, and hanging 
baskets selected by a team of experienced 
horticulturalists. Plants can be purchased 
individually or in convenient, pre-arranged 
hanging baskets. The popular home-grown 
section features plants grown and donated 
by local gardeners. Experts will be available 
throughout the day to help in making great 
selections.  Activities include a special 
Mother’s Day kids craft with refreshments 
and vendors. Parking is available on nearby 
streets, plus curbside assistance to load plant 
purchases is available.

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
shakerlakes.org 
216- 321-5935

Venture Out
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 Garages Windows 

Air Conditioning - Plumbing - Heating  

www.gorjanc.com 
  

OH Lic #18275 

23-point Air Conditioning Tune-up 
 

*Expires 6/15/15, If repairs are necessary, any parts and 
repairs will be quoted upfront. May not be combined 

with other discounts. Residential customers only.  
Service performed during normal business hours. 

5/13
6:30-8 pm Wednesday

Compost Seminar & Bin Sale

Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District 
presents a Compost Seminar. Learn how 
composting can be used as a soil conditioner, 
fertilizer, and natural pesticide. Following 
the presentation, residents will have the 
opportunity to purchase a bin for their home. 
Registration is required.

Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community Building
3450 Lee Road 
krocco@cuyahogacounty.us
216-443-3731  

5/15 & 16
Friday & Saturday 

Shaker Heights High School PTO 
Flower Sale

Pre-order flowers by May 6, and there 
are also same-day sales on both days. The 
PTO-sponsored fund-raiser supports more 
than 40 student clubs and activities at the 
High School. Order forms available at SHHS 
PTO web page on shaker.org.

15911 Aldersyde Drive
shaker.org

5/23
10 am–5 pm Saturday

Larchmere Boulevard Sidewalk Sale
Browse the boulevard for bargains, sales,
and specials.

Larchmere Boulevard
216-229-8919

Venture Out
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Ready.
Set. 
Summer!

Dream.Dare.Do.

Summer at Laurel 2015
Join us for exciting sports, adventure, theatre, science 
and academic camps for girls and boys entering Pre-K
through Grade 12. We have a range of half- and full-day
options as well as Before- and After-Camp Care. 

JUNE 15 - AUGUST 7, 2015
For more information and to register, please visit 
LaurelSchool.org/Summer  or call 216.455.0154.

LYMAN CAMPUS
One Lyman Circle
Shaker Heights, Ohio

BUTLER CAMPUS
7420 Fairmount Road
Russell Township, Ohio

®

INTRODUCING

NIKE
Sports Camps!

SaL_2015_AD_SL_Layout 1  2/17/15  12:32 PM  Page 1

Stoney Ridge 
Masonry LLC

Matthew Burkholder
440 321-1084 • 440 636-5035
13333 Madison Rd., Middlefield, OH 44062

Outdoor Firepits 
Stone Patios 

Stone & Brick Veneers 
Chimney Repairs 

& Block Foundations

AMISHBEST CONSTRUCTION

QUALITY WORK – PRICED LOWER
• Roofing • Siding • Porches • Windows

• Concrete • Masonry • Carpentry
• Painting • Kitchens • Baths

• Waterproofing • Basement Finishing
• Additions • New Garages

ALL CONSTRUCTION WORKS
www.amishbest10.com

216 323-0916
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No Duct Work? 
No Problem!

Air condition your vintage home while 
preserving its architectural integrity.

To learn more about 
The Unico System™ call us 
at 440.248.2110 or visit 
www.pkwadsworth.com

State License #19664

BE COOL
THIS SUMMER!

State License #19664

RESTORE 
YOUR 
WINDOWS
at a fraction of 
the cost!

MJM Window Restoration

call for a  
free estimate

(216 ) 
321-7729

“My windows 
work great, and I 
saved thousands.” 
     – Sarah M.,  
        Daleford Rd.

WHY 
REPLACE?

mjmwindowrestoration.com

5/25
8:30-11:30 am Monday

Pancake Breakfast 
Enjoy pancakes and sausage, coffee, orange 
juice, and milk to benefit the Lynn Ruffner 
Recreation for Youth Scholarship Fund. 
$7/adults; $5/children 5-12; $3/children 4 
& under. 

Thornton Park
3301 Warrensville Center Road
216-295-1295

5/25
9 am Monday

Memorial Day Observance and Parade 
Join in the City’s Memorial Day observance 
with a ceremony that begins at 9 am at City 
Hall, followed by a parade along Van Aken 
Boulevard to Thornton Park.

To register: shakeronline.com/
news-andevents/memorial-day

5/29
7-10 pm Friday

Family Connections Gala Benefit
Food, drink, and silent auction to benefit 
Family Connections programs and services.

19824 Sussex Road
familyconnections1.org
216-921-2023

JUNE

6/3
1-3 pm Wednesday 

Senior Picnic
Enjoy a picnic lunch al fresco with friends. 
$9/person. Advance reservations are 
required by May 27. 

Community Colonnade 
3450 Lee Road 
216-491-1351

Venture Out

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Buccilli
CONTRACTING COMPANY

Discuss your needs with Dominic Buccilli
216 408-7459 • dmbuccilli@aol.com

Residential & Commercial
REPAIRS & REMODELING
CERTIFIED HOUSE INSPECTION
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Summer Ruffing It! 
Summer camps for ages 18 months - Grade 9

June 22 - July 31, 2015
For more information or to register online please go to: 

www.ruffingmontessori.net/camps

3380 Fairmount Boulevard : Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  

6/6 
6-11:30 pm Saturday

Green Site, Starry Night
Enjoy an evening under the stars surrounded 
by the natural beauty of the Nature Center at 
this eco-fabulous benefit featuring cocktails, 
dinner, dancing, and auctions.   
Tickets: $170/members; $195/non-members.  

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
shakerlakes.org 
216- 321-5935

6/12
6:30-8 pm Friday

Ice Cream Social
Friends of the Shaker Library celebrates the 
start of a summer of reading with a mini 
book sale, music, fun on the lawn, popcorn, 
ice cream novelties, and the Great Brad 
magician. Join the fun on the library lawn. 
Free.

Bertram Woods Branch
20600 Fayette Road
shakerlibrary.org

6/14
1-5 pm Sunday

11th Annual Gracious Gardens 
of Shaker Heights
Tour some of Shaker’s loveliest gardens, 
rain or shine. Family fun continues on the 
grounds of the museum with vendors and an 
open house. 

Shaker Historical Society
16740 South Park Boulevard
shakerhistory.org
216-921-1201

6/20
1-8 pm Saturday

7th Annual Larchmere Porchfest 
Visit 30 porches and enjoy 30 bands up and 
down Larchmere Boulevard.

Larchmere Boulevard
larchmereporchfest.org

Venture Out

“The Next Generation” 
brings the highest 
standard and most 

innovative techniques

Over 30 Years of Custom 
Exterior & Interior Painting

Fully Insured | References

216.218.4663
www.robinsonpaintingco.com
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Venture Out

6/21
7:30 Sunday

13th Annual Dads Day Run
Run or walk a 1-mile or a 5-mile course to celebrate paternity 
in camaraderie. Meet at the Shaker Family Center. Register at 
hermescleveland.com.

19824 Sussex Road
216-921-2023

6/27 & 28
10 am-10 pm Saturday & 11 am-5 pm Sunday

Shaker Heights Arts & Music Festival
The City of Shaker Heights, Shaker Arts Council, and Ohio Designer 
Craftsmen present an exciting street fair for the entire family with 
artwork including glass, jewelry, wearables, photography, yard art, 
and more; live music and street entertainment; kids activities; 
and great food and refreshments, plus a beer and wine tent. NEW 
LOCATION: Shaker Boulevard in front of the Middle School, 
between Warrensville Center Road and Belvoir Oval.

shakeronline.com/news-and-events/
shaker-heights-arts-music-festival

Summer Relief: 
Don’t sweat the small stuff!

Birthday Parties at Family Connections Family Connections is 
a cool place to hold children’s (ages birth-5) birthday parties. Party 
package includes two hours of unlimited use in the party room and 
gym full of trikes, climbing equipment, and more. Saturdays and 
Sundays in the Shaker Family Center Gym at 19824 Sussex Road. 
Call 216-921-2023.

Thornton Park Pool Dive right into the city pool at Thornton Park, 
which opens May 24, but don’t get soaked!  Save money by purchasing 
an early-bird pool pass available through April 11. Call 216-491-1295.

Horseshoe Lake Park Looking for a fun place for a get-together? 
Reserve the park’s pavilion, which can accommodate 100-175 guests. 
Free permits will be issued from May 28–September 4 through the 
Recreation Department. Call 216-491-1350.

Shaker Library Can’t take the heat? Book it over to the Library 
for some cool reads. Pick up a mystery or whodunit that will make 
your blood run cold or just chillax with a hot book. Join the summer 
reading program for all ages and avoid the summer slide. 

Cool Camps for Kids Feel like you’re losing your cool trying to keep 
the kiddies occupied this summer? Play it cool by signing them up 
for one of the many camp opportunities in Shaker, including Shaker 
Recreation, the Nature Center, Shaker Historical Society, Hathaway 
Brown School, Laurel School, and University School. SL
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I’m involved in a “mixed marriage.” 
While my husband is Mr. Fixit, I am Dr. 
DoNothing. I grew up thinking a stud 
finder was what my wild friend Betsy was. 
But when you live in a Shaker house that’s 
old enough to be your parent, it’s great 
to have at least one handy member of 
the family. I’m happy in this case to abide 
by the old gender stereotypes. Which is 
why Fixit was amused and surprised to 
discover he couldn’t close the door to our 
third-floor staircase one recent evening.

What’s so funny about that? Only 
that it remained jammed open by the 
strip of carpet that I had attempted to 
rip off the bottom step during a fleeting 
psychotic break, thinking, “How hard 
could it be?”

I failed to grasp that under the 
carpet was this pesky pad held in place 
by approximately 1,400 nails. The pad 
wouldn’t come up, the carpet wouldn’t 
go back down, et voila, new door stop! 
Unfortunately, this door was now blocking 
the entrance to our bedroom, so I couldn’t 
just forget about the whole thing until 
it’s time to sell (my usual approach). For 
the first time in 13 years, I was going to 
do some Work on the House (yes, I feel 
capitals are warranted here).

I blame the new freezer. Like the 
majority of Shaker basements, we have 
a finished “rec room” (gotta love those 
‘50s!) next to an oh-so-charming laundry 
room of concrete slab and cinder block. Of 
course, the laundry room is also where all 
your forgotten stuff pines for you until you 
need it, or until you have grandchildren. But 
suddenly, we had to move all that stuff into 

the rec room to make way for the freezer.  
And there it stayed for the next six months, 
until the rec room was urgently needed for 
my returning college man’s Dungeons and 
Dragons tournament. (Are you starting to 
feel like Edith Bunker is telling this story?)

Anyway...this seemed like a good 
time to prepare my third-floor office to 
receive a boatload of basement refugee 
books, files, and memorabilia. You know 
how this goes.  Before bringing in more 
stuff, I had to make room for it. To make 
room for it, I needed more shelving and 
another file cabinet. Which would be 
going in the hallway. Which was currently 
covered, like the steps, in olive green 
carpeting, punctuated every two feet by 
stylish metal threshhold strips.

I’ve always hated this carpeting. My 
office/guest bedroom has a nice hardwood 
floor, and I was pretty sure the same was 
true for the hall and steps. Why 
would anyone have covered that 
up? But when we bought the 
house, I was pregnant with 
my second child and w o r k i n g 
four par t- t ime jobs, and the 
priority was just to get set 
up to be able to work, so the 
carpet stayed. 

So that covers the 
“why.”  As for the “how,”  I 
sweetly asked Mr. Fixit what tools 
and techniques he recommended 
for pulling up the recalcitrant pad, 
confident he’d offer to do it for me so I’d 
have time for more important pursuits, 
like practicing Theremin.

He presented me with a variety of 
pulling things, prying things, and directions 
to the jumbo trash bags in the garage.  

“Have fun!” he wished me cheerfully.
Bastard.
Fun is not how I would describe it. 

I should have paid attention when he 
pulled up the carpet on the steps and 
second floor hall and bedrooms before 
we moved in. It is a dusty, awkward, 
and strenuous job, made more exciting 
by the constant need to protect the 
kitten from stepping on or ingesting 
the aforementioned legions of nails and 
carpet tacks. How many times would 
I knock the box of nails over before 
figuring out to put it somewhere else? 
Why was my back starting to feel just 
like it did before I pinched a nerve in the 
tragic gardening accident of aught-nine? 
If so many stair treads are cracked along 
their length, why hasn’t my foot gone 
through one yet?

“Be sure to roll that carpet nice and 
tight before you bag it, honey!”

Bite me.
After two exhausting Sunday 

afternoons and a whole lotta shop-vac, I 
have a bright and cheerful staircase and 
hallway. But you know how that goes. 

Now that the hall is ready for shelving, 
I really need to rearrange the office, 

get a better desk, maybe finally 
paint the walls, which means new 
window treatments, different 
linens for the guest bed....

I should never have bought
that freezer. SL

By Beth Friedman-Romell

The Prickly Mrs. “Fixit”

Scene 
in Shaker



64   SHAKERONLINE.COM   |  SPRING 2015

Education/Camp

Great Lakes Science Center
p. 11
216-621-2400
greatscience.com

Hathaway Brown
p. 5
216-320-8085
hb.edu

Hawken School
p. 15
440-423-2950
hawken.edu

Laurel School
p. 59
216-455-0154
laurelschool.org

Ruffing Montessori
p. 61
216-321-7571
ruffingmontessori.net

Shaker Heights Teachers 
Association
p. 58

Home Construction/
Remodeling/Repairs

AmishBest Construction
p. 59
216-323-0916
amishbest10.com

Buccilli Contracting
p. 60
216-408-7459

Calvetta Bros. Construction
Floor Show
p. 10
216-662-5550
calvettabrothers.com

Clover Electric
p. 60
440-543-1153
cloverelectric.com

Gerome’s Kitchen 
& Bath Design
p. 2
440-473-1900
geromes.com

Gorjanc Comfort Services
p. 58
440-449-4411
gorjanc.com

Homestead Roofing
Inside Back Cover
216-382-7677
homestead-roofing.com

Hosmer Construction
p. 25
440-548-5366

Karlovec & Co.
p. 9, 19 & 59
216-767-1887
karlovec.com

MJM Window Restoration
p. 60
216-321-7729
mjmwindowrestoration.com

Northeast Renovations
p. 19
440-221-1024
northeastrenovations.net

Parma Window & Garage
p. 58
216-267-2300
parmawindowandgarage.net

P.K. Wadsworth
Heating & Cooling Inc. 
p. 60
440-248-2110
pkwadsworth.com

Right-On Roofing Inc.
p. 7
440-585-1960
rightonroofinginc.com

Slate, Copper & Tile 
Roofing
p. 54
216-682-699
440-520-2420
sctroofing.com

Smylie One
p. 2
440-449-4328
smylieone.com

Stoney Ridge Masonry
p. 59
440-321-1084

Verne & Elsworth Hann Inc.
p. 56
216-932-9755
hannheatingcooling.com

VIP Plumbing Inc.
p. 61
216-581-5730
vipplumbing.com

Volpe Millwork Inc.
p. 11
216-581-0200
volpemillworkinc.com

Landscaping/
Construction/
Tree Service

Eastside Landscaping
p. 7
216-381-0070
eastside-landscaping.com

Neff Landscaping
p. 21
440-449-3050
nefflandscaping.com

O’Neill Landscape 
Design & Installation
p. 15
216-536-7600
heidioneill.com

Van Curen Tree Service
p. 21
216-932-9901
vancurentreecare.com

Legal Services

Hickman & Lowder Co. L.P.A.
p. 56
216-861-0360
hickman-lowder.com

Medical/Dental

Montefiore Care
Maltz Hospice House 
& Palliative Care Pavilion
p. 22
216-910-2650
montefiorecare.org

Richards Frankel Dentistry
p. 27
440-442-4477
richardsfrankeldentistry.com

University Hospitals
Ahuja Center
Inside front cover
216-593-5500
uhahuja.org

Painter

Neubert Painting
p. 57
216-529-0360
neubertpainting.com

Robinson Painting
The Next Generation
p. 61
216-218-4663
robinsonpaintingco.com

Saint Jon Co.
p. 11
440-735-1500

Recreation/Leisure

Cleveland City Dance
p. 19
216-295-2222
clevelandcitydance.com

Holden Arboretum
p. 57
holdenarb.org

VeloSano Bike Ride
Take it Outside Map
velosano.org

Real Estate/Relocation

AG Real Estate Group Inc.
p. 19
216-504-5000
agrealestategroup.com

Bratenahl Place 
Condominiums
p. 9
216-451-4424
bratenahlplace.com

Tom Fuerst
p. 59
216-272-2918
tomfuerst.howardhanna.com

Cathy LeSueur & Team
p. 27
216-999-8408
cathylesueur.howardhanna.com

Liz Schorgl/
Mary Ann Franey
p. 54
216-337-1288
216-337-3698
lizschorgl.howardhanna.com

Retail/Services

Larchmere District
p. 53

Retirement/
Assisted Living

JFSA Care at Home
p. 25
216-378-8660
jfsacareathome.org

Judson Manor
Back Cover
216-791-2004
judsonsmartliving.org

Kendal at Home/Oberlin
p. 55
877-284-6639
800-548-9469
kendalnorthernohio.org

Shaker Gardens
p. 62
216-752-5600
shakergardens.com

ADvertiser
Index



	  

cleveland winters do the most damage!  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

	  
a friendly reminder you might need some maintenance.  

	  

HOMESTEAD 
ROOFING 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    37 years in shaker                              free estimates 

    expert service                                      copper work 
    slate repairs                                                flashing 
    tile repairs                                            downspouts                                           
    gutter repairs                                     snow guards

 
    ice damage                                              

 
heat cables

 

 

      
 

 

 

	  

CLEVELAND WINTERS DO THE MOST DAMAGE!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A FRIENDLY REMINDER YOU MIGHT NEED SOME MAINTENANCE.

37

SLATE AND TILE 
ROOF RESTORATION

 
216-382-7677

 
500 SOUTH GREEN ROAD

 SOUTH EUCLID, OHIO 44121
 

	  homestead-roofing.com 
	  



PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
CLEVELAND, OHIO
PERMIT NO. 1298

Judson Manor resident Hope Hungerford is passionate about contemporary art and an 
honorary director of the Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland.

Living at the Manor, she appreciates its proximity to the best culture in Cleveland. “I love 
walking to the museum and nearby shops and restaurants in the Circle’s new Uptown district,” 
says Hope. “The neighborhood is vibrant and safe.  It’s amazing how things have changed.” 

Hope notes the Manor’s other advantages. “The apartments are spacious, bright and airy.  
And compared to other options, it’s very affordable.”

This is Smart Living™ defined at Judson Manor. Call (216) 791-2004 to 
arrange for a tour today.

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Manor

“The best culture in Cleveland is in my back yard.” 
 —Hope Hungerford, Judson Manor resident since 2010


