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The City's Transit Oriented Development plan is inextricably linked 
to Shaker's future - in short, to the Rapid. 

Consider these nationwide statistics: 
ERSI^CIRCLE 

4 2 % o f a p a r t m e n t u n i t s u n d e r 
cons t ruc t ion are w i t h i n a few m i n u t e s ' 
w a l k of trains or buses. 

4 5 % of m i l I
Elennials r e p o r t a 

conscious effort t o replace dr iv ing w i t h 
other modes of t ransporta t ion . 

26% of m i l l e n n i a l s have no driver 's 
l icense. 

Home values near high-frequency public 
transit are 42% higher than those 

DREXMORE ] located farther f r o m transit . 

\ There is a 90% rent p r e m i u m for 
: uni ts withJouwalk ing distance of publ ic 
transit versus other properties . 

JOUTHINRTOK All of this adds up to a compell ing story • . 
about the vital role of public transpor
tation in real estate and housing d e c i 
sions, especially when a city is trying to 
attract and retain residents w h o want 

alternatives to a car-dependent lifestyle. 
Think Amsterdam in the Netherlands, or 
San Francisco, or Brookline in Massa¬
chusetts, w i t h streetcars rol l ing through 
vibrant, pedestrian-filled streets l ined 
w i t h restaurants, shops, and apartments. 
Now envision this on a smaller scale in 

^Shaker Heights. We aren't there yet, but 
ewe have the key ingredient: theofcapid. 

Construction is about to get -
Uunderway Uto trans EEform the IICdysfunc-
t ional intersection at warrensvil le L 

Center Road and Van Aken Boulevard 
i n t o a vibrant, mixed-use Van Ake'n 
District. Central t o the plan for the 
District: an intermodal transit center 
where pedestrians, cyclists, or those 
arriving by car can board the Rapid and 
head downtown, or park at the planned 

.Park 'n ' Ride lots at Northf ie ld at I-480 
and Harvard at I-271, take a bus to the 
intermodal transit center, then switch 
to express bus t o University Circle or 
the d o w n t o w n Rapid. No fewer than 
five bus routes w o u l d l ink t o the Rapid 
at the intermodal station - an iconic 

landmark that w i l l help define the new 
Shaker Heights. 

This process takes t ime and mul t ip le 
studies t o meet federal requirements 
and secure federal dollars, and patience 
o n the part of planners, developers, 
and most impor Etantly, the public . The 
studies are moving forward on schedule. 
If all goes according t o plan, roadwork 
construction w i l g b e g i n i n 2014, while 
work o n the intermodal stat ion w i l l start 
in 2016-2017. 

The vis ion includes streets scaled 
.to humans, not automobiles , t o entice 
unique shops, independent restaurants, 
and offices in to the District and beckon 
people t o walk, bike, take the Rapid, and 
stay awhile. Envision green space for 
gatherings, an educational, arts, or civic 
anchor, and connectivity t o t radi t ional 
neighborhoods. 

Transit Oriented Development 
takes us back t o o u CEr roots, back t o 
the vis ion the Van Sweringens had for 
Shaker Heights, and propels us forward. 
It i f o u r past, and our future. <Se 
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Shaker Square Farmer's Market. Why 
drive t o the Square and spend t ime 
searching for a parking spot on a busy 
market day, when the Rapid can get you 
there i n just a few minutes? The N o r t h 
Union Farmer's Market ( founded by 
Shaker resident Donita Anderson) runs 

year-round on Saturdays, from 8 am to 
noon. From Apri l t o October, the popular 
market is held outdoors; during the 
winter, it moves indoors to the bui ld ing 
next to CVS. 

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. Ride the 
Green Line to the Nature Center, where 
you can wander the trails or participate 
in one of the Center's many programs 
(such as an early-morning bird walk). Exit 
the Rapid at the Nature Center at Shaker 
Lakes/South Park stop. Walk north on 
South Park unt i l you reach the Center's 
entrance, about a quarter-mile away. 
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Public Square/East 4th Street 

To get to this area of Cleveland, which is 
chockablock w i t h restaurants and plenty 
more, simply take the Green or Blue Line 
from Shaker Heights t o Tower City. 

Dining. Here's a fun fact: Two of 
the region's - heck, the country's - most 
admired chefs live in Shaker Heights. 
Michael Symon and Zack Bruell both 
have restaurants on Cleveland's bustl ing 
East 4th Street. Chef and former resident 
Jonathon Sawyer also has one. There's 
Symon's Lola Bistro, Bruell's Chinato, 
and Sawyer's Greenhouse Tavern (and 
also nearby is Sawyer's Noodlecat) . To 
get to East 4th, exit f rom Tower City 
o n t o Public Square and walk east o n 
Euclid Avenue for about five minutes. 
Just be sure to make a reservation at the 
restaurant of your choice. 

Baseball Heritage Museum. Baseball fans 
need not travel to Cooperstown, New 
York, to get your fix of baseball history. 
Thanks to Shaker resident Bob Zimmer 

(who's a t h i r d - g e n e r a t i o n 
Shakerite), y o u can spend 
a leisurely couple of hours 

learning about 
America's favorite 
past ime r ight here 

i n Cleveland at the 
Baseball Heritage Museum. 

The Baseball Heritage 
Museum is located in the 
5th Street Arcades, a short 

walk f rom the Tower City Rapid station. 
"We focus on the mult i -cultural aspects 
of the game and its impact o n commu¬
nities," explains Zimmer. "We have 
exhibits o n the Latin leagues, industr ial 
leagues, women's leagues, and a large 
p o r t i o n of the collection is focused o n 
Negro league baseball, inc luding the 
Cleveland Buckeyes, w h o w o n the 1945 
Negro League Wor ld Championship." 

The Museum is open 11:30 am to 1 pm, 
Monday, Wednesday, a n d Friday, 
a n d by a p p o i n t m e n t . Check 
baseballheritagemuseum.org 
for events, including this 
July's commemorat ion of 
the signing of Satchel Paige 
with the Tribe in 1948. To I 
get to the Museum, exit the 

Rapid at Tower City onto Public Square, 
head east on Euclid Avenue and look for 
the Arcade entrance at 530 Euclid Avenue. 

Free concerts. If you're a music lover, 
then o n the t h i r d Thursday of every 
m o n t h you can ride the Rapid t o Tower 
City for Transit Tracks, a concert series 
presented by the Greater Cleveland 
Regional Transit Author i ty . Concerts 
are he ld i n the Tower City Rotunda. 

Find detai ls at riderta.com/events. 
Another free music event is 

The Cleveland Orchestra's 
_ annual July 4th concert 

at Public Square - a 
favorite w i t h Cleve-
landers for years. 4fr 
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Onaway School Kids Take to the Rails 

By Julie Voyzey McGovern 
Photography by Kevin Reeves 

P icture this: You are boarding the 
Rapid for your daily commute. 

You settle in, pop on your headphones, 
shuffle through your playlist, and begin 
scanning your email. The train pulls into 
the Onaway Road station and 90 third 
graders board your train. Disaster? No. 
Delightful? Absolutely, because Onaway 
School's third graders are seasoned 
Rapid riders. 

Thanks to three adventurous (maybe 
slightly crazy) third grade teachers, using 
the public transportation in their own 
backyard is standard operating field-
trip procedure for their lucky students. 
Teacher Jim Sweeney says that once the 
other passengers get over their surprise 
at the crush of kids, "they start talking to 
them, asking where they are going and 
what they are learning about. It is great." 

The teachers at Onaway - Sweeney, 
Martin McGuan, and Bradley Gillette -
made lemons out of lemonade when 
belt-tightening reduced bus transporta¬
tion for treasured field trips. Anchored 
by a commitment to get kids out of the 
classroom, and in full embrace of the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) philos¬
ophy of learning by actively engaging 
in the world, these teachers tapped the 

assets around them to preserve and 
expand field trip opportunities. 

What a gold mine they hit . The Rapid 
and public bus system connecting Shaker 
Heights to the riches of downtown Cleve¬
land and even points east presented an 
array of field tr ip possibilities they hadn't 
even considered before. 

Earlier this spring, the fearless three¬
some and their 90 young charges headed 
out to the Rapid station - this t ime the 
South Park station on the Green Line 
- clutching pre-purchased all-day fare 
cards. They boarded the Rapid and set off 
on a downtown adventure to study the 
design and materials used in Cleveland's 
spectacular buildings and monuments. 
The trip was part of their IB Unit, How We 
Express Ourselves. 

The learning for the field trip began 
even earlier in the year with the two 
different IB Units, How We Organize 
Ourselves, which includes transportation 
as a theme, and Where We are in Place 
and Time, which examines how commu¬
nities change over time. In both units 
students studied the role of the Rapid in 
the development of Shaker Heights. On 
field-trip day, as they walked the short 
distance from school to the nearby stop, 
they experienced firsthand how a well-

planned community provides easy access 
to public transportation. 

Using public transportation to go 
downtown is not a one-time, single-des¬
tination event for Onaway students. 
Herds of happy kids have visited Lakeview 
Cemetery by way of public bus, and the 
Cuyahoga County Court of Appeals via the 
Rapid. Lest the students think the Rapid 
only goes west, they also headed east-
bound to the Green Road station where 
they transferred to a bus to visit the Maltz 
Museum of Jewish Heritage in Beachwood. 

"So many kids have never taken 
the Rapid or the bus. These trips help 
kids realize there are many ways to get 
around" says McGuan. "Public transpor¬
tation is a green mode of transport and it 
is a resource with in our own community." 

"And, we are being risk-takers," notes 
Gillette with a big smile, in reference to 
one of the key IB learner profiles whereby 
students are encouraged to tackle "unfa¬
miliar situations and uncertainty with 
courage and forethought, and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new 
roles, ideas and strategies." 

Equally important, he says the Rapid 
is all about helping kids make connections 
between Shaker Heights and Cleveland; 
this is their ticket to a bigger world. 4 * 



# Making Tracks 

Fast forward a few decades. What was 
once background is now foreground. 
Since moving back to Shaker in 2003, 
and working downtown, first in the BP 
Bui lding and now in Tower City, Rob 
commutes daily by Rapid. "It seemed 
silly not t o do i t given that I could walk 
f rom my house t o the tra in station, and 
parking d o w n t o w n is extremely expen
sive. You just can't beat the price of the 
tra in ," says Rob, whose $85 per m o n t h 
pass gives h i m u n l i m i t e d train rides, 
even o n the weekends. 

Rob loves the Rapid. He never even 
bothers t o check the t ra in schedule 
because the frequency of his Green Line 
t ra in d u r i n g rush hour means he just 
shows up, and w i t h i n a few minutes , 
the Rapid does too . "I t is really nice: 
clean, w a r m i n the winter, cool i n the 
summer. I get o n the t ra in ; I l i s ten t o 
music, read the paper, and check my 
emai l , " he says w i t h a smile as if he 
cracked the code of happiness when i t 
comes t o the daily c o m m u t e . 

By Julie McGovern Voyzey When asked why he thinks more 
people haven't c lued i n t o the joys of 
the Rapid, Rob says he thinks people 
approach the whole t h i n g f r o m the 
w r o n g angle. "You can't decide t o ride 
the Rapid for the first t i m e o n the 
weekend and show up expecting a 
t ra in w i t h i n a few minutes . It doesn't 
work that way. A n d , you def ini te ly d o n ' t 
want your first Rapid experience t o be 
o n a t ra in packed ful l of people w i t h 
faces pa inted green heading t o the St. 
Patrick's Day parade." 

As Rob correctly po ints out , those 
experiences w o n ' t make anyone j u m p 
o u t of their car and o n t o the Rapid. He 
advocates for the more rout ine use of 
the Rapid for the daily c o m m u t e : Just 
show up, j u m p o n , settle in , and enjoy. 

Today, Rob's background music is 
less the sound of the t ra in and more 
the playlist o n his iPod. The urban land¬
scape rushing by outs ide his w i n d o w 
is an imated by his fel low commuters 
whose daily antics Rob observes w i t h 
a keen eye and w i t . Unable t o resist the 
urge t o share his observations and t ra in 
stories, Rob started w r i t i n g t h e m d o w n 

Growing up on Shaker Boulevard 
where the Green Line trains rushed 

back and forth from downtown 
multiple times a day, the Rapid was 

simply a part of Rob Berick's landscape. 
Falling asleep at night, the sound of 

the train rattling down the tracks 
became the background music 

to his childhood. 
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Left to right, Erica Wilke, 
Kelly Green, and Mike Seifert. 
PHOTO: GREEN STREET STUDIO 

land Mara thon the fo l lowing spring. 
That winter, the d u o hi t the Shaker 
streets four or five mornings a week to 
t ra in , always together, usually dressed 
alike, r u n n i n g stride for stride. 

Slaves t o their watches and careful 
t o t i m e their spli ts for every mile , they 
ran their loops of three, four, five, eight, 
and 10 miles . They ran Shaker Lakes, 
they ran by the schools, and they t o o k 
the bike pa th f rom Warrensville Center 
Road o u t t o Pepper Pike and Route 91. 

After finishing their first marathon 
i n Cleveland, they decided t o run the 
Columbus Mara thon i n October 2009. 
Together, they crossed the finish line 
in an impressive 3:12, a t i m e good 
enough t o qual i fy t h e m for the Boston 
Mara thon in 2010. Then, in October 
2011 they ran the Chicago Mara thon 
together. 

Since then, life has got ten busier 
w i t h their young families and work, b u t 
the m e n are p l a n n i n g t o run a mara¬
t h o n again this fa l l . At least four or five 
t imes a week, they leave their respec¬
tive homes at five i n the m o r n i n g and 
meet at the corner of Eaton Road and 
South Park Boulevard. 

Taigen, w h o grew up i n Connecticut 
and has spent t i m e r u n n i n g i n N o r t h 
Carolina and Cincinnati , says that his 
favorite place t o run is Shaker Heights . 

"My favorite is when you're running 
t h r o u g h Coventry, and Shaker Lakes are 

off t o the left and you can see the sun coming up over the Lakes. That's when you 
just love running," he says. 

On a c o m m u n i t y level, Taigen holds dear the Family Connection's Dads' 
Day Run. " I love i t . It's a b ig day for me because I 'm a dad and it's a huge t radi t ion 
now for Mike and me," he explains. "We have bagels and beers at our house after the 
run. I love that day because i t really gives you this great sense of community." 

That sense of c o m m u n i t y was enough to keep Taigen and his family from 
leaving Shaker Heights. When Taigen began his pos i t ion as an electrophysiologist 
at Summa Health in Akron last fall , he had the o p t i o n t o move south. "Running was 
a b ig part of staying here. I love running and I grew up doing i t w i t h my dad. Now it's 
a hobby and a sport, but mostly, I enjoy running w i t h Mike. If he q u i t o n i t , i t w o u l d 
be hard to keep going." 

Lucky for h i m , that's probably not going t o happen. 
" I started running only five years ago and Shaker Heights is really the only place 

I've ever run, " says Faremouth. "For me, it's as much about running in Shaker as i t is 
about running w i t h someone you learned to love running w i t h . " 

The "Others": 
Still a Group, But With Only Two 

Late last year, I realized that i t had been a whi le since I had seen the Other gang 
of w o m e n runners. These women, one of w h o m I knew from Fernway School, faith¬
fully parked their cars at the corner of Att leboro and South Woodland roads every 
morning at six to meet for their run. We usually passed t h e m and exchanged hello's 
o n South Park before cont inuing on . One m o r n i n g o n a run, I wondered out l o u d 
what had happened t o them. 

" I t h i n k they're just meet ing in Fernway now," said Maureen Glasper, one of my 
friends and running partners. "One of t h e m moved away and so now they're d o w n 
t o two or three." 

Her answer made me a l i t t le sad. Here I was so lucky t o have my trusty running 
group. I jo ined the group in 2008, and since then I've s topped call ing t h e m "running 
friends." Today, they're very much friends first and running friends second. Together, 
we've logged many a mi le o n Shaker streets t ra ining for marathons, offered sympa¬
thetic ears in tough times, supported each other through injuries, celebrated mile¬
stone birthdays, and shared in many a slice of heavily frosted chocolate cake. 

I'd imagined the other group was a lot like ours. So I called on Betsy Potiker -
the one runner I knew in the Others - t o find out. 

Left to right, Maureen Glasper, Heather Weingart, Jennifer Kuhel, 
Adrienne Allotta, and Elizabeth Roeder. PHOTO: JANET CENTURY 
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Wednesday, April 17, 2013 

I had only been home from Boston for a 
half hour or so when Olivia leaned her 
hands on the counter, shoulders stiff, and 
began gently kicking her feet around. 

Her eyes cast down, our eight-
year-old hesitated when she spoke. 

"Mommy, are you going to run the 
Boston Marathon again?" 

I sat at the kitchen table, just across 
from her. The kicking stopped. 

Her head sti l l down, she looked up 
at me. It was clear she had been just as 
scared to ask the question as she was to 
hear my answer. 

"Oh Liv, honey," I began. "Well, I'd 
like to, yes..." 

She scrunched her brow and pressed 
her lips together hard. The corners of her 
mouth turned down. 

It wasn't the right answer. And 
it was the one she was afraid of. So I 
spoke for her. 

"...but you don't want me to. Right?" 
Holding her breath, she could only 

nod her head and reach out for me. I 
collected her on my lap and gave her 
a t ight squeeze. She exhaled into my 
shoulder and then pulled away, eyes 
damp. " I don't want you to because I'm 
scared i t ' l l happen again," she said. 

She'd seen the evidence on TV that 
evil exists in her largely blissful world. 
And she didn't like that the two worlds 
converged. Or that both of her parents 

When the 
Boston Tragedy 
Hit Home 
were so close to it. 

Until that moment, I'd been remark¬
ably unaffected by the bombing. On 
Monday, my friends and I had finished 
a half hour before the blasts and were 
walking back to their Copley Square hotel 
when we heard a noise that sounded like 
motorcycle kickback. We didn't flinch 
at the sound or realize anything had 
happened unt i l ambulances and police 
cars raced past us toward the finish. 
Then, a passerby mentioned a bombing. 

From the hotel lobby televisions, we 
watched the video taken only a few blocks 
away. The whole thing was surreal. What 
I saw on the TV wasn't at all a part of my 
experience - which was supposed to be 
the same experience for everyone else. 
Al l I'd seen was an overwhelming show of 
grit, happiness, support and determina¬
tion. It just didn't make sense. 

Even on the way back home Tuesday, 
I'd said to my friends how strange I'd felt. 
How odd it was that we were so close to 
the bombing - we all agreed it could have 
been any one of us if we'd had a bad race 
- but that I just didn't feel like I was as 
emotional as I should have been. I just 
didn't feel much of anything except anger 
that the day didn't pan out for everyone 
else the way it did for me. It wasn't fair. 

"You think it's a coping mechanism?," 
my friend Heather asked. Together, 
she and I ran the race wi th our friend, 
Maureen. 

I wasn't sure. I really didn't know how 
I felt. 

But when I saw the fear in Olivia's 
eyes, I knew. I was sad. Sad, just like 
everyone else who watched the tragedy 
unfold. And sad that our oldest daughter 
is now keenly aware of her parents' 
mortality and realizes, for better or 
worse, that bad people aren't just in the 
movies. That sometimes, they share the 
same space and walk the same streets as 

the people you love. 
It was a lesson she'd have to learn 

sooner or later - I'd just wished it had 
been under different circumstances. 

As much as she hated to hear it, I 
to ld Olivia that I was going to continue 
running marathons. I to ld her that 
running is what I like to do and that 
while an act of terrorism certainly could 
happen again, it could happen again 
anywhere. Anytime. I reminded her that 
if you live your life in fear of what could 
happen, then you don't appreciate what 
really does happen. 

So I to ld her what really happened 
for me at the 2013 Boston Marathon. 
That I ran the whole thing with two of my 
best friends. That I had the treat of having 
her dad, Uncle Steve and his girlfriend, 
Shannon, cheering me on at mile 8 and 
24. That I exchanged a sweaty hug with a 
former teammate at mile 19 and another 
former teammate at mile 21. That I high-
fived a good percentage of the under-10 
spectators who watched from the north 
side of the course. That I heard "Go Jen!!" 
so many times and with such sincerity 
that I could have sworn I was a celebrity. 
And that I crossed the finish line wi th one 
of my friends, arms raised, feeling like 
finally, finally, finally, I'd reversed my own 
Boston curse. 

I could tel l that my stories made her 
feel better, but they didn't wash away all 
her misgivings. She'd connected the dots 
for the first t ime ever and didn't like the 
picture they made. 

My hope is that wi th time, she'll be 
less fearful and she'll come to see for 
herself how good and kind most of the 
world's folks really are. And maybe some 
day, she or one of her sisters w i l l come 
to cheer me on at Boston, or better, we'll 
cross the finish line together. 4> 
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The Shaker Heights Historical Society's popular Bike Shaker program is a smooth ride. 

By Diana Simeon 

What better way t o t o u r Shaker Heights 
than by leaving the car i n the garage 
and c l i m b i n g o n a bicycle w i t h the w i n d 
i n your hair, the sun at your back, and 
an experienced guide at your side? 

That's the vis ion A n n Cicarella had 
i n m i n d when she t o o k the h e l m of 
the Shaker Heights Historical Society 
(SHS) a few years ago. 

"Shaker is so bike-able and it's so 
beaut i fu l , " says Cicarella, a long- t ime 
Shaker resident and avid bicyclist 
herself. " I felt that the Historical Society 
c o u l d p r o m o t e b ik ing in Shaker." 

So Cicarella asked Rick Smith , a 
SHS board member and fel low bicycl ing 
enthusiast , t o come up w i t h a plan . He 
d i d and, last summer, the Historical 
Society ro l led o u t Bike Shaker, a relaxed 
n ine-mi le tour of Shaker Heights. 

It starts at the Historical Society's 
b u i l d i n g o n South Park Boulevard - the 
Meyers Mansion, b u i l t i n 1910 o n the 
grounds of a former N o r t h U n i o n apple 
orchard - then wends its way t h r o u g h 
several city neighborhoods, past City 
Hal l , t h r o u g h Shaker Square, and back 
t o South Park. 

"We vis i t architectural po ints of 
interest, parks, schools, the things that 
characterize Shaker," says Smith , w h o 
takes turns w i t h Cicarella leading the 
tours . 

It also al lows vis i tors t o see m u c h 
more of Shaker than they 'd have a 
chance t o experience o n the Soci¬
ety's self-guided walking tour. " W i t h a 
bicycle, we can cover more g r o u n d and 
see more sites," says Smith . 

The Society provides the bicycles, 
which are a br ight , cheerful b lue and 
were provided by Shaker's o w n Bicycle 
Boulevard. "We make qui te a fashion 

statement," jokes Cicarella. 
Also inc luded: a basket, map, 

helmet, and a bot t l e of water. The Bike 
Shaker program is funded by Stewart 
and Donna Kohl , longt ime residents 
w h o also love t o bicycle. 

It's been a hi t . "We have a lo t of 
groups," says Cicarella. "We have class 
reunion groups, and some people have 
come f rom the far West Side." 

This summer, the Historical Society 
w i l l expand its bike offerings w i t h tours 
that focus o n part icular aspects of the 
City. Those w i l l l ikely include architec¬
ture, the history of the Shakers and 
Shaker Heights, perhaps the flora and 
fauna of the Shaker Parklands, as wel l 
as some of the more colorful aspects of 
the City. 

"We can show where Art Model l lived, 
where A l Lerner lived, Danny Ferry... we 
can even go back 75 to 100 years, and talk 
about some of the leaders of Cleveland 
who bui l t these houses," says Cicarella. 

That includes, of course, the Van 
Sweringen mans ion just d o w n the way 
o n South Park and, across f rom the 
entrance to Horseshoe Lake Park, the 
Salmon Halle mansion . 

"He was the founder of the Halle 
Brothers depar tment store and the 
first Jewish person t o b u i l d a house in 
Shaker Heights," explains Cicarella. "So 
we have these nuggets of history and 
fun takeaways, in a d d i t i o n t o the larger 
stories we can te l l when we d o these 
tours ." 

The Historical Society is also inves¬
t igat ing ways to expand tours beyond 
the City's borders. For example, the 
N o r t h U n i o n Shakers also inhabi ted 
parts of Cleveland Heights. "We c o u l d 
d o a historic t o u r that combines b o t h 

cities," says Cicarella. "We can also 
connect w i t h Cleveland t h r o u g h the 
Lake t o Lakes Trail ." When completed, 
the Lake t o Lakes Trail w i l l take bicy¬
clists f r o m Shaker Lakes t h r o u g h 
University Circle and o n t o Lake Erie. 

" In Chicago," A n n says, "you can get 
o n the El [Chicago's l ight - ra i l system], 
go o u t t o Oak Park and d o a guided tour 
of Frank Lloyd Wright houses. My goal 
is s imilar : for visi tors t o Cleveland t o 
get o n the Rapid and d o a bike tour of 
Shaker Heights." 

PHOTO COURTESY 
THE SHAKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Guided bicycle tours are available on 
weekends, departing from the Shaker 
Heights Historical Society at 16740 South 
Park Boulevard. Check shakerhistoricalso-
ciety.org for details on this year's tour 
offerings. Guided tours and bicycle rental 
are $10 per person; self-guided tours and 
bicycle rental are $5 per person. Reser¬
vations must be made in advance on the 
website or by calling 216-921-1201. «• 
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Classical 
Riffing 

Digital technology allows freelance 
record producer Erica Brenner to do much 
of her work out of her Fernway home, 
making her a poster girl for 
Shaker's Work-Live paradigm. 
By Rory O'Connor 
Photography by Janet Century 

Erica Brenner is right at home in the warm confines 

of Clonick Hall, the tres-cool recording studio in the 

ultra-contemporary Bertram and Judith Kohl Building at 

Oberlin College's conservatory. A few details about the 

exterior alone, taken from a news release issued by the 

architects a few years ago, describe the building's 

Oberlin-chic cachet: "Brazilian ipe hardwood siding 

harvested exclusively from naturally sustainable forests; 

glazed curtain wall system, comprised of acoustically rated 

glass and fritted patterns to reduce solar heat gain; 

custom stained aluminum rain screen system." 

\ tt 
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1 it 

Erica Brenner in her home 
office and with her kids, 
Margy and Ethan. 

Erica greets us in the 
building's lobby and escorts 
us down a ramp and into 
the studio. 
She's in the t h i r d and final day of 
producing an all-Ravel chamber music 
CD w i t h renowned harpist Yolanda 
Kondonassis for the Ober l in Music 
label. We're here to take pictures of 
Erica at one aspect of her work - the 
hands-on recording of a classical music 
artist. Yolanda refuses to be p h o t o 
graphed ("No, no, I 'm not wearing any 
makeup.") but we manage otherwise 
w i t h Erica and Paul Eachus, the conser-

vatory's director of audio services. 
Lots of Shaker connections here. 

The Kohl Bui lding , which opened in 
the spring of 2010 w i t h a gala featuring 
Stevie Wonder and Bil l Cosby, was 
designed by architects Westlake Reed 
Leskosky; two of the firm's principals , 
Ron Reed and Vince Leskosky, are 
Shaker residents. Then there are Oberl in 
Trustee Stewart Kohl and his wife 
Donna, of South Park Boulevard, who 
contr ibuted $5 m i l l i o n to the building's 
construct ion and named the b u i l d i n g 
after Stewart's late parents. Stewart at 
work is the co-CEO of The Riverside 
Company, a global leveraged-buyout/ 
venture capital behemoth w i t h a sense 
of humor. Its website describes its 
co-CEO this way: "Together w i t h Bela 
Szigethy, Stewart manages all aspects 
of Riverside's activities (or at least 
he thinks he does) and co-chairs the 
Riverside Investment Committees . " 

Then there's Erica herself, a 
native of Fort Coll ins, Colorado, and 
former piccolo player w i t h the Canton 
Symphony Orchestra. Lately, she is 
the founder and chief cook and bot t le 
washer of Erica Brenner Productions 

S H A K E R LIFE I JUNE/JULY 2013 49 



S H A K E R O N L I N E . C O M 

http://SHAKERONLINE.COM


ClassicalJukebox.com 

hannheatingcooling.com 

MedMutual.com 

http://ClassicalJukebox.com
http://hannheatingcooling.com
http://MedMutual.com


S H A K E R O N L I N E . C O M 

http://SHAKERONLINE.COM


Understanding other cultures, celebrating differences, and 
welcoming new experiences: These values are a foundation 

of the Shaker Heights Schools and the Shaker Heights community. 
Travel teaches us about culture, language, religion, and history. 
It can also teach us about ourselves. Meet three Shaker teachers 
who have ventured out into the world and brought the world 
back to their classrooms. 

Brian Berger: 
TRAVEL AS A LIFE COMPASS 

Growing up in Shaker Heights, Brian 
Berger (SHHS '94) experienced tremen
dous freedom and rich diversity i n the 
communi ty . That's what he expected 
the w o r l d was like, u n t i l he got to 
college. 

"There wasn't a single A f r i 
can-American person in my d o r m , " 
he recalls, and some dorm-mates had 
never met a Jewish person before. He 
couldn ' t believe the w o r l d was so small . 

Travel became the ant idote t o his 
frustrat ion w i t h col lege-town life and 
the start of his personal journey. 

Berger spent a semester with 
Nat ional Outdoor Leadership School 
(NOLS) travel ing i n Arizona, New 
Mexico, and Texas. Then he spent his 
jun ior year abroad in Luxembourg. 
That brought another k ind of culture 
shock as the t rans i t ion t o life in Europe 
was shaky. 

Despite four years of h igh school 
French, he had t rouble c o m m u n i c a t i n g 
w i t h his host family. One day, he d i d n ' t 
know when to get off the bus and ended 
up r i d i n g t o the end of the l ine - just as 
the bus driver s topped for his d inner 
break. Berger arrived home safely, b u t 
many hours late. 

" I realized I had t o take French a lot 
more seriously if I was going t o last a 
year there," he says. 

Moreover, a l though he s tudied 
European history in h igh school, 
learning i t in Luxembourg - a country of 
less than 1000 square miles in the heart 
of Europe - was altogether different. 

Berger, with fellow faculty member Andrea Bradd (second from right), and a group of Shaker 
students in Germany. ( P h o t o c o u r t e s y o f B r i a n Berger . ) 

His teachers had l ived t h r o u g h W o r l d 
War II and one described the day the 
Nazis marched i n t o t o w n . When the 
class learned about the Holocaust , 
they w o u l d vis i t Dachau, a concentra¬
t i o n camp outs ide M u n i c h . When they 
learned art history, they might vis i t 
Musee d'Orsay in Paris. 

"That's when I realized history isn't 
b o r i n g - it's people and their stories," 
he says. History came alive for h i m , but 
i t w o u l d take a whi le before his love of 
travel and learning converged t o f o r m a 
career path . 

A l o n g w i t h people he met d u r i n g 
his year abroad, Berger spent a year 
travel ing and l iv ing i n Austral ia after 
graduat ion. For the next five years, 
Berger worked at restaurants and plant 
nurseries t o save up enough money for 
his next t r i p . He spent summers leading 

teen adventure programs t h r o u g h o u t 
the West, and returned t o Austral ia . 
One day, he realized where his journey 
was headed. 

He loved working w i t h teens and 
he loved learning the history of places 
he traveled. He decided t o become a 
history teacher, and earned a master's 
degree in educat ion f r o m The Ohio 
State University. After teaching in 
N o r t h Carolina for a year, he returned 
t o his a lma mater as a faculty member. 

Berger's travel photos are an 
i m p o r t a n t teaching t o o l in his n i n t h -
grade w o r l d history class. There's a 
picture of a group of Shaker students i n 
front of the Reichstag B u i l d i n g f r o m a 
2009 t r i p t o Goslar, Germany. He shows 
the class photos of the Berlin Wall , the 
Brandenburg Gate, iconic castles and 
ornate churches, and a reproduct ion of 
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Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi's graphic novel about a rebel l ious teenager i n Iran, she 
draws o n her experiences i n the M i d d l e East t o help h igh schoolers understand 
Islamic cul ture . 

Shaker students ask a lot of quest ions about Islam, says Colqui t t : What d o 
the w o m e n wear? What does an Islamic culture look like? Do they really pray five 
t imes a day? 

" I want t o get across that it's not as different as they th ink , " she says. She 
hopes t o inspire a few of her students t o study other cultures further and perhaps 
pursue a career in internat ional relations. 

The next phase of her sabbatical targeted some of the cul tural and pol i t i ca l 
quest ions she struggles w i t h . Co lqui t t registered for classes i n African l i terature 
and pol i t i ca l history at University of Cape Town. She wanted t o discover African 
authors and understand local pol i t ics so she c o u l d b r i n g that perspective t o her 
classes. She came home w i t h a stack of books and hopes t o teach an African liter¬
ature class someday. 

"Shaker tries very hard t o graduate i n f o r m e d citizens and inte l l igent voters, 
and that's i m p o r t a n t for everybody," she says. " I have never been o n an interna¬
t i o n a l t r i p where I have not brought some part of i t back i n t o my classroom. It 
works its way i n t o my teaching somehow." 

EGYPT From Cairo 
to Cape Town 

SOUTH AFRICA 

"Exquisite and complicated": High School English teacher Elizabeth Colquitt traveled by bus 
through Africa's vast and varied terrain, concluding with study of African literature and polit
ical history at University of Cape Town. Her travels - including prior experience in Morocco, 
Spain, and Yemen - enrich her teaching of world literature. ( P h o t o c o u r t e s y o f E l i z a b e t h C o l q u i t t . ) 

Carola Drosdeck: 
TRAVEL AND HUMANITARIANISM 

Woodbury's Carola Drosdeck has spent 
t w o recent summers volunteer ing for 
Nepal Orphans Home. 

Nicknamed "Papa's House," i t 
creates a real family o u t of a col lect ion 
of more than 140 rescued chi ldren in 
five houses. The youngsters have l i t t le 
i n c o m m o n beyond their need for love 
and a better life. Not al l of t h e m are 
orphans in the t rad i t iona l sense: Some 
were sold as servants, some escaped 
abuse, and sometimes impover ished 
parents beg the home t o take in their 
ch i ld . 

Drosdeck learned about Nepal 
Orphans H o m e f r o m founder Michael 
Hess, a relative by marriage. Hess 
was so moved by the deplorable 
l iv ing condi t ions of the abandoned or 
neglected chi ldren he met i n 2004 that 
he sold a l l his possessions and moved 
to Kathmandu t o care for t h e m . He 
asked Drosdeck t o j o i n the organiza¬
tion's American board of directors t o 
b r i n g her educat ional expertise. 

Her first t r ip , in the summer of 
2010, was a way t o see the operat ion 
she'd been advising f rom afar. What 
she saw gave her a real educat ion. 

Drosdeck recalls the day one 
gir l was ta lking about her mother's 
death. The ch i ld was asking, i n her 
broken English, if she c o u l d call Dros-
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CALENDAR 

IUL Y 
: S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y ; 

1 
Monday Morning 
Jumpstart . 
Mondays: 
10 A M - Noon 
main Library. 

2 
Tuesdays: 
Stone Oven Days 

3 
12 Step Meetings 
Wednesdays: 
8-9:30 PM 
Plymouth Church 

Weight Watchers 
Tuesdays: 
5:30 PM 
St . Peter's Church 

4 
Independence 
Day, Libraries & 
city offices closed 

Water Carnival 
4-8 PM 
Thornton Park 
Pool 

5 
Bread Distribution 
Fridays: 10 AM 
Christ Episcopal 
Church 

Larchmere First 
Friday, 7-9 PM 

6 
North Union 
Farmers Market 
Saturdays: 
8 AM - Noon 

Heart & Soul 
Motown Music 
Shaker Square 
"NEW EVENT" 

7 8 
Dig Into Stories at 
the Colonnade 
7 PM 
Community 
Colonnade 

Board of 
Education 
Meeting 
6 PM 
Administration 
Building 

11 
Gene's Jazz Hot 
7-9 PM 
Loganberry Books 

12 13 
Northcoast 
Jazz Collective 
6-9 PM 
Shaker Square 

Cleveland 
Shakespeare 
Fest, 7 PM 
Community 
Colonnade 

14 
Cain Park Arts 
Festival 

Cleveland 
Shakespeare 
Fest, 7 PM 
Community 
Colonnade 

mnnnn 15 
Cain Park Arts 
Festival 

16 | | | | | | | |^ 18 nnnnni 19 
AHa! at Shaker 
Lakes 
7-9 PM 
Nature Center 

Community Meal 
Noon-1 PM 
Christ Episcopal 
Church 

Horns & Things 
6-9 PM 
Shaker Square 

SHS EvENT: 
Reinventing An 
Historic Home: 
Designing for How 
You Really Live 
with Jim Karlovec 
3-4 P M 

22 23 
Potato Chip 
Palooza 
3-3:45 
Bertram Woods 
Branch 

24 25 26 27 
Carlos Jones & 
The Plus Band 
6-9 PM 
Shaker Square 

28 30 
Dig In' Dig Out: 
End-of-Summer-
Reading 
Celebration 
7 PM 
Main Library and 
Bertram Woods 
Branch 

D A T E S A N D T I M E S W E R E C O R R E C T A T P R E S S T I M E , B U T P L E A S E C A L L A H E A D T O C O N F I R M . 
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