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Reconfigured Chagrin/Warrensville Intersection (2015)
Creates a walkable intersection and new parcels for 
additional development. “Improve aesthetic quality, 
establish a sense of order and simplify the current patterns 
of land utilization and circulation.” * 

New Northfield Road (2015)
Improvements in the “circulation pattern results 
in substantial opportunities for more attractive 
and intense commercial development.” *

Avalon Lofts (2007)
Increased utilization of multi-family residences 
enhance the opportunies for aging in place, and 
“permit young couples without older children to 
choose Shaker Heights.” *

Sussex Courts Townhouses (2003)
Creates multi-family housing options near commerical 
areas, “providing natural connections between busy 
thoroughfares and adjoining single-family areas.” *

The Townhomes of Van Aken
(first buildings completed 2017)
Adding townhouses “in areas 
which otherwise do not lend 
themselves readily to single 
family development” provide 
the “amenities and advantages 
of home ownership and the 
conveniences of apartment 
living.” *

Sutton Place
Condominiums (1971)
Townhouses “retain 
the characteristics 
of a fine residential 
community, incease 
the variety of housing 
available to residents 
of Shaker Heights as 
their requirements 
change and provide 
new residents with 
benefit of great 
choice.” *

Oris and Mantis Van Sweringen chose F.A. Pease Engineering Company to implement 
their dream of  a peaceful garden suburb. By 1925, a street plan created by Pease and 
a design guide called the Shaker Village Standards were ready to inform homebuilders. 
These two planning documents became the basis of Shaker Heights, created in 
accordance with the principles of the English Garden City Movement. 

Key components of the Plan: 
To dictate that homes be built in English, Colonial, and/or French architectural style, 
designed by noted architects and constructed of superior quality materials.

To connect Shaker Heights to downtown Cleveland via a rapid transit line, and to 
locate every home on curving and verdant streets, with an easy 1/4-mile (or so) walk 
to a station. 

To lay out roads to conform to the natural landscape with prominent sites set aside for 
churches and other community buildings.

To locate schools in each neighborhood, so that all children could walk to school 
without crossing a major street.

The Styche-Hisaka Plan focused on ways to uphold the goals and standards which had 
contributed to the City’s recognition as one of the finest residential communities in the 
United States. It examined land use of the time, evaluated how to preserve the best 
of existing conditions while concentrating on solutions to emerging problems, and 
established long-range guidelines for future development.

Key components of the Plan: 
To provide guidelines for future development to maintain the fine residential 

community and services, and to preserve the image of excellence that defines Shaker 
Heights, i.e., greenbelts, boulevards and well-landscaped streets.

To create a tax base sufficient to meet future needs while accepting the challenge that 
existing structures are aging and land for new development is scarce.

To improve commercial districts, which lack the same character as residential areas, 
and are not consistent with the overall quality of Shaker Heights.

The City hired Urban Design Associates to work in collaboration with public and 
private community leaders from a design, transportation, and market perspective. 
The Plan recommended ways to best leverage the City’s limited assets to encourage 
appropriate private investment, and to ensure that Shaker Heights remained one of 
the premier communities in the country. 

Key components of the Plan: 
To bring the Shaker Heights image, so strongly evident in the residential neighborhoods, 
into the commercial areas.

To create mixed-use retail areas with a comfortable pedestrian environment and a 
network of urban streets, which connect to the surrounding neighborhoods and transit.

To reconstruct commercial streets such as Chagrin and the Van Aken/Warrensville 
intersection to provide a coherent pattern of pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular 
circulation to reduce congestion, confusion, and to connect isolated parcels. 
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* All quotes from the Styche-Hisaka Comprehensive Plan


