City of Shaker Heights, Ohio | shakeronline.com

No Hurdle
Too High
Meet the
Shaker Schools’ new
superintendent

August | September 2013

$3.50

Shorter wait times for
expert emergency care.
At University Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center, our 24-hour state-of-the-art
emergency department provides:
Fast access to emergency medicine experts
• Accurate diagnosis and treatment
• Exceptional patient care
•

And in addition to faster emergency care access for adults and children,
you now have the option to wait your turn from the comfort of home.
With InQuicker, Northeast Ohio’s only online waiting room service,
you can choose your time slot and we’ll hold your place. So that when you arrive,
we can take care of you immediately and get you back to your life sooner.
If you or your loved one is experiencing an urgent medical emergency, call 9-1-1.

To learn more about UH Ahuja Medical Center,
and to access our expansive network of hospitals
throughout Northeast Ohio, call or visit:

216-593-5500

UHAhuja.org

In-network for more insurance plans,
to ensure exceptional care.
University Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center is considered in-network for
all major insurance plans in the region, including, but not limited to:
Medical Mutual of Ohio (including SuperMed)
CIGNA • Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield • Aetna
United Healthcare • SummaCare
For a complete list, visit UHAhuja.org/insurance
or call our Insurance Access Line at 216-983-1500.

© 2013 University Hospitals AHU 00469
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City News
Health Department Offers
Flu Shots, Immunizations
The Shaker Heights Health Department
makes it easy and affordable for residents of all ages to get a seasonal flu
shot. Call to schedule an appointment
beginning Monday, August 12. The
Health Department offers seasonal flu
clinics throughout September, October,
November, and December (if needed).
The first clinic date is Tuesday,
September 17. FluMist, the nasal spray
vaccine, is available for those under 49
years of age. The high-dose flu vaccine
is available for adults 65 and older. The
cost of the seasonal flu vaccine is $12 for
children ages 6 months to 18 years. Adult
prices are to be determined. Pneumonia
shots are $50.
This year the Health Department
plans to hold a flu shot clinic at the Shaker
Middle School. The date is Saturday,
September 21 from 9 -11 am. This clinic
includes a drive-thru option for receiving

KITCHENS

•

flu shots. The Tdap shot, required for 7th
graders, is available at the Middle School
clinic this year.
The Health Department offers backto-school immunizations, as well as other
shots commonly needed for traveling out
of the country. Check shakeronline.com for
available vaccines and their costs, or call
the Health Department at 216-491-1480.
Take to the Lake August 24
On Saturday, August 24, the Doan Brook
Watershed Partnership hosts its second
annual “Take to the Lake” event, an afternoon
of paddling and picnicking along the banks of
Shaker’s Lower Lake, from noon to 5 pm.
From the early 1900s through the
1970s, canoeing on the Shaker Lakes was
a popular pastime; however, now the lakes
are closed to public boating. This event
allows participants to recapture those
bygone days, and to view the surrounding
bird life from a new vantage point.
Residents may bring their own

BATHROOMS

•

kayaks or canoes for wet-launching from
the shore; those without boats may sign
up for a kayak and introductory paddling
lessons for a nominal $5 fee. The class
is led by specialists from the Cleveland
Metroparks, and the minimum age to
participate is 10 years.
Registration is required, whether
bringing boats or renting them. Launch
site and directions will be provided at the
time of registration.
For more information or to register,
call 216-321-5935 ext. 244, or e-mail ryan@
shakerlakes.org by August 22.
Sound the Alarm! Fire Department
Open House October 5
Save the date for the Shaker Heights Fire
Department Open House on Saturday,
October 5 from 1-3 pm. Help the firefighters kick off Fire Prevention week by
getting a behind-the-scenes peek at the
life of a firefighter. Enjoy refreshments,
		
continued on page 5

WHOLE-HOUSE RENOVATIONS
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Captured: Shaker’s History and Beauty
The Shaker Heights Landmark Commission announces the grand prize winner and category winners of the first annual Preservation Month Photo Contest. The contest honors
National Preservation Month, which is celebrated each May by preservation organizations across the country. Forty-three entries were received.
Ann Klavora, principal planner for the City, says, “The Landmark Commission is
pleased with the response to the inaugural Preservation Month photo contest. The wide
variety of submissions captured many of the different Shaker places that people love.
We are already looking forward to next year’s contest.”
Commission members considered a kaleidoscope of images from all over the City
submitted by residents and non-residents. Each photo captured a unique element
within Shaker Heights, either from the built or natural environment, which contributes
to the visual richness of the community and honors the City’s history.

Buildings Category Winner

Sandra Cobb
“Grand Design”
South Park Boulevard*
Grand Prize Winner

“Top of Portico”
Shaker Heights City Hall*

Street Scene Category Winner

Jude Parke
“1842 Patriot”
Fairmount Boulevard*
Landscape/Nature Category Winner

Edward Frierson
“Horseshoe Lake”
Horseshoe Lake Park
4 SHAKERONLINE.COM | August/September 2013

*Property is a local landmark
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Safe Kids Coalition activities, station
and fire truck tours, and visit the mobile
fire safety house. Firefighters will also be
on hand to review home escape plans
and provide fire safety related information, such as proper installation of smoke
detectors. Take advantage of the Health
Department’s flu shot clinic and health
screenings offered by University Hospitals. Bring the whole family, and have fun
while learning to be safe. Don’t forget to
bring a camera!
Now Accepting Citizens
Police Academy Applications
The Shaker Heights Police Department
holds its 22nd Citizens Police Academy
beginning August 15 and ending
November 7 (no class on September 5 due
to Rosh Hashanah). Classes are on Thursdays from 7-10 pm. The 12-week program
is sponsored by the Shaker Heights Police
and Fire departments.

Weekly three-hour sessions are
conducted by Shaker Heights police and
fire personnel covering various topics
related to each department. Classroom
lectures and field visits help participants
better understand the complexities of
the safety forces. The program fosters an
understanding of law enforcement but
does not grant any police authority to
Academy graduates.
Applicants may not have any violent
felony convictions or have been arrested for
misdemeanor offenses within two years of
application. A complete background check
of all participants will be conducted.
Anyone who lives or works full time
in Shaker Heights and is 21 years or older
may apply at shakeronline.com or pick
up an application in person at the Police
Department. Please call Police Chief D.
Scott Lee’s office at 216-491-1240 for more
information.
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Shaker Historical Society
Wins Grants, Raises Funds
Support for the Shaker Historical Society
(SHS) has come from many sources
this year, enabling the organization to
undertake several projects to preserve
and promote the history of the area. The
Cuyahoga Arts Council granted funds to
support general operations allowing the
museum to focus on delivering engaging,
vibrant, and relevant educational programming for audiences of all ages.
The Ohio Historical Records Advisory
Board awarded a grant to support the
purchase of essential archival materials
for the Elizabeth Nord Library and for the
reorganization and preservation of the
Archives Map and Stereoview Collections.
Christina Gao, a Laurel School student,
conducted a senior project indexing and
photographing the 1200 stereoviews.
She will create a finding aid for the SHS
website to enable researchers from
around the world to view the collection.

ANNOUNCING
HAWKEN’S NEW
LOWER SCHOOL

Grand Opening

Celebration

Preschool - Grade 8
Sunday, August 18, 2013
1:00 to 3:00 pm
For more information
hawken.edu
or 440.423.2955

SHAKER LIFE | August/September 2013 5

City News

Q&A: Treating Your
Chronic Pain

This summer, Kati Corbett of John Carroll
University preserved, reorganized, and
produced an index of the map collections.
The O’Neill Foundation awarded a
capital grant to fund a consultant to guide
the board of directors and staff through
a new strategic plan. Future educational
programming, partnerships, and other
business endeavors are based on this plan.
Private grants and individual support
for the Fire Truck Preservation Fund
enabled the restoration of the 1917 American LaFrance Fire Truck, Type 75, the first
to be in operation for the Shaker Heights
Fire Department. Phase One of the project
which involved restoring the engine is
complete and the truck is fully operational. Additional funds will be raised to
complete the fire truck’s restoration.

Aches and pains – who doesn’t have them from time to time? Rest,
aspirin and ice or heat may be all it takes to feel better. But aches
and pains that don’t go away or that become debilitating are a
different story.
Ongoing back pain, pinched nerves, sciatica, neck pain, headaches,
pelvic or abdominal pain, muscle or skeletal pain, and cancer pain
sometimes require help from a pain management specialist.

Daniel Callahan, MD

“Because chronic pain usually comes from a combination of factors, many patients benefit from
an interdisciplinary approach to pain management,” says Daniel Callahan, MD, neurologist and
pain management specialist at South Pointe Hospital.

What does “interdisciplinary” mean?
Dr. Callahan: “Interdisciplinary” means combining different medical specialties and crossing
traditional boundaries to work together. At Cleveland Clinic’s Pain Management Center at
South Pointe Hospital, we have board-certified pain physicians – trained in anesthesiology, family
practice, internal medicine and neurology – and a pain psychologist. Our diverse medical
backgrounds make our team unique.

Why is interdisciplinary care better for patients with pain?
Dr. Callahan: Pain is complex. It’s helpful to have a team of doctors who have experience with
different types of patients and different perspectives on diagnosis and treatment. We saw one
patient who had been diagnosed with complex regional pain syndrome, seizures, panic disorder
and more. With our team’s rare combination of experience, we determined that the patient’s
symptoms were really caused by a single disorder.

Shaker Arts Council
Announces 2013-14 AHa!
Subscription Series

What are some common treatments for patients at Cleveland Clinic’s Pain Management
Center at South Pointe Hospital?
Dr. Callahan: We can provide:
• Medication management (including antidepressants,
anti-epileptics and anti-inflammatories)
• Surgical procedures (such as implanting spinal cord
stimulators to help block nerve pain)
• Injections

• Manipulations for musculoskeletal pain
• Acupuncture
• Pain psychology
• Physical therapy and more

Offering combinations of treatments sets us apart from other pain clinics. Not every patient
requires drugs or injections. Here, each patient gets a comprehensive evaluation before we
determine the best treatment.
For an appointment with Dr. Callahan or another specialist at Cleveland Clinic’s Pain Management
Center at South Pointe Hospital, call 216.491.7338.

Same-day appointments available.
1442-03 SOUTH_Callahan Pain Advert_4.8125x7.4375-65.indd 1
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Just one won’t be enough! You can always
sample two or three, but if you have an
appetite for the arts, you’ll want to make
a meal of the Shaker Arts Council’s whole
upcoming, four-event AHa! (At Home with
the Arts) subscription series showcasing
some of Northeast Ohio’s most talented
performers.
From classical, Latin, and Americana-style music to literary theater and
contemporary dance, the 2013-14 AHa!
series offers a refreshing range of intimate cultural presentations just right for
exploring a new interest or indulging a
lifelong passion. AHa! events take place
on Friday evenings at homes or public
venues in Shaker Heights. Each event
begins at 7 pm with a reception featuring
fine food and drink that are included in
the price of your ticket, followed by the
AEs
performance
at 8 pm.
DELIvERABLES:
Laser

CD - Copy
Designer/AD
CD - Design
Quality
Assurance
Proofreader
Production
AE
FINAL APPROVAL

Compsavor these experiences!
Come
PDF
October
11: Italian Song. Classical
PDF (No Slug)
singers
Diane Menges, soprano, and
JPG
Jennifer
Woda, mezzo soprano, perform
Flash
“Serate
Musicali,” a delightful program
Native Files
of selections from the works of Mozart,
Donaudy, Puccini, and Rossini

City News
January 24: Literary drama. WordStage, the Cleveland area’s chamber music
theater company, performs an original
stage work about a leading literary figure.
April 25: World of Guitar. A two-part
guitar performance featuring Victor
Samalot, virtuoso of pop/rock, jazz and
Latin licks; and Shaker Heights’ own Bruce
Jennings, performing “Threnody: Songs of
the Susquehanna,” his original, turn-ofthe-century-style song cycle based on the
1914 poetry collection by Dr. Frederick L.
Brush.
July 18: Dancing through the Woods.
MorrisonDance, one of Northeast Ohio’s
top contemporary dance companies,
performs an environment-themed piece
outdoors under the trees.
Series subscriptions are $90; tickets to
individual performances are $30. Go to
shakerartscouncil.org or call 216-916-9360
for further information.

Business

NEWS

Get your Java
at Gimme Java

SHOP
SHAKER

Nothing goes better with
a slice of fresh-baked pie
than a nice hot cup of java.
As luck would have it, just a few doors down
from Simply Delicious Pies is Gimme Java,
Shaker’s new coffee shop, at 3427 Lee Road
in the historic Kingsbury building.
Owners Albert Plummer and Joann
DiPasquale, who is a Shaker native, open
the new shop this summer to provide residents with an upscale, comfortable place to
relax and meet friends over a fresh-brewed
cup of coffee. Plummer and DiPasquale
have more than 20 years of experience in
the restaurant business.

The newly-renovated shop serves
coffees from Crimson Cup, a Columbus-based purveyor of exotic and specialty
blend coffees and teas. The menu also
includes an assortment of pastries, sandwiches, soups, and salads as well as
gourmet macaroons from New York-based
Danny Macaroons.
“Our goal is to provide a truly relaxing
and enjoyable gathering place for the
community and visitors to our lovely and
historic city,” says Plummer. The story
behind the name, he says, is simple: “We
can’t do without our java, and we think
many of our wonderful new neighbors in
Shaker share that sentiment.”
Salon Lofts Opens at
Shaker Town Center
Columbus-based Salon Lofts brings its
unique approach to hair, nail, skincare,
and massage
therapy services to its new
	
  
location in Shaker Town Center.
Rather than having one owner or
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Specializing in Shaker Architectural Style
Custom Stonework, Creative Designs & Plantings

Details Make the Difference

See our portfolio at www.eastside-landscaping.com

LET IT SNOW!

Be prepared this Winter with a -

Heating Tune-Up/Safety Inspection

only $104

only $104

Mention this discount when scheduling. Tune-up allows for
45 minutes of labor per system, parts additional. Discount
valid during normal workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). Payment
must be given to technician at time of service or discount
pricing is forfeited. Must be scheduled prior to 10/31/13.

216-932-9755

Owned and operated
by 4th generation
Hann brothers.

Hannheatingcooling.com
"ONDED s )NSURED /( ,)# 

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Systems
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operator on the premises, the company
rents private spaces, or “lofts,” to stylists
who act as independent operators. Stylists set their own hours and pricing, and
hand-select the product lines they offer,
while Salon Lofts provides the tools to
help them market their services.
When fully occupied, the Shaker
Heights location will have 26 hair stylists,
one nail technician, and one skincare
and massage therapist. Potential clients
can view proﬁles of the stylists and book
appointments online at salonlofts.com
(select the Shaker Heights location). Stylists’ phone numbers are also listed online.
Prices for hair services begin at $30,
and nail services begin at $25. Online
booking is encouraged, but walk-ins are
also welcome. Potential clients can use
a digital kiosk at the front entrance to
peruse the stylists’ proﬁles and book an
appointment on the spot.
General hours for walk-ins are
Monday through Friday from 10 am-5 pm,
and Saturday from 9 am-2 pm, with other
times available by appointment.
Compass Cleveland
Guides International Families
Shaker residents Irma Lagrand and Sybille
Schomerus, who both moved with their
families from overseas, wanted to use their
experience to help other international
families through a smooth relocation
process. Lagrand’s family, who is Dutch,
recently relocated to Shaker Heights from
Shanghai. Schomerus’ family moved here
from Germany in 2008.
After meeting at an International Women’s
Group of Cleveland event, the two decided to
launch Compass Cleveland, a home-based
consulting service providing professional relocation and recruitment services to international
newcomers. They offer a variety of customized
packages and pricing options.
The two are exploring outreach opportunities with local corporations, hospitals,
universities, and civic organizations such
as Global Cleveland. For more information, visit compasscleveland.com

City News
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If the Flash Cashers show up at a Shaker
Heights business, chances are it will be a
great sales day. The grassroots community organization, started by Shaker resident Jennifer Lehner, employs a simple
concept: show Shaker merchants some
love by bringing a “cash mob” through
their doors.
Lehner uses social media and
e-mail to reach out to residents who
are interested in supporting their local
merchants. She identifies a targeted
business for a few hours on a particular
day and suggests that shoppers bring a
minimum of $20 to spend at that store.
In return, retailers often provide special
deals during the event.
The first Shaker retailer to be “hit”
by the Flash Cashers was the Cleveland
Running Company at Shaker Plaza.
Co-owner Jeff Fisher offered a $15
discount off regular shoe prices for the
event, and ended up having one of his
top five sales days since opening the
store in 2011.
The Flash Cashers next struck Shaker
Heights Hardware, which offered customers
a 20 percent discount on all regularly priced
merchandise as well as door prizes and a raffle.
According to owners Rob and Jim Gibson,
sales during the designated three-hour period
on a Monday night – typically their slowest
time – far exceeded sales from the previous
eight hours.
Participants who show up for a Flash
have an opportunity to vote for the next
business to receive the royal treatment.
After the hardware store, the popular
vote was for Simply Delicious Pies, which
provided an exclusive deal to the Flash
Cashers on their 6” mini pies and quiches
just before Memorial Day – and had a line
of customers out the door and down the
block. Next up were four businesses on
Larchmere, and the list continues to grow.
“The community’s response to Flash
Cashers has been truly overwhelming.
It has gained a momentum I hadn’t
expected, but I’m delighted,” says Lehner.
“Having one day of increased sales won’t

VA N
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Boost Shaker Businesses
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Painting.
T H AT ’ S A L L W E D O !
Neubert Painting
12108 Madison Ave. • Lakewood, Ohio 4 4 1 0 7

C

H A G R I N

R

I V E R

C

O M P A N Y

,

I

N C

.

Fine Kitchen, Bath and Room Additions

D e s i g n / B u i l d

8437 Mayfield Road, Suite 101
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www.chagrinriverco.com
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make or break a business, but it will get
people in the door who may have never
been there before.”
To get in on the action, “like” the
Flash Cashers page on Facebook, or
sign up to receive notices of future Flash
events at flashcashers.com.
SMART Hotels Takes up
Residence in Tower East
SMART Hotels LLC, which develops and
operates LEED-certified hotels at university
and medical campus locations, has moved
into a new space on the seventh floor of
the Tower East building. The three-year-old
company, with three full-time employees,
was formerly located in Beachwood.
The new space appealed to the firm
partly because of the historic nature of
Tower East, which was the last building
designed by renowned architect Walter
Gropius in the United States.
The firm currently has two hotels
under construction, one near the University
of Chicago and another near Duke University. Future development opportunities
include one that is slated to become only
the fourth platinum LEED-rated hotel in
the country.
Chief Executive Officer and Shaker
resident Jon Adams says, “Each hotel’s
design is guided by the character of the
place in which it is developed, to avoid a
cookie-cutter approach.”
LaunchHouse
Welcomes BudgetEase
Shaker-based business BudgetEase has
grown from one employee to six, largely
through helping other businesses experience their own profitable growth. The
firm provides budgeting and accounting
services to small companies, with particular expertise in helping startup companies become profitable.
In the past year, owner and Shaker
resident Kathy Dise outgrew her office
space at home and relocated to a place
that put many of her clients within arm’s
reach: the Shaker LaunchHouse. The firm
uses the LaunchHouse conference room
for its weekly meetings, and provides
10 SHAKERONLINE.COM | August/September 2013

office hours to help answer financial
questions from other tenants.
BudgetEase is a rent-a-bookkeeper
service for organizations needing assistance ranging from four hours per month
to thirty hours per week. The firm can also
provide training and oversight to boost
the skills of a company’s in-house bookkeeper or to assist in a time of transition.
Other services include financial
records rehabilitation, grant management,
and complex spreadsheet work. The firm is
Quickbooks certified and has two certified
public accountants on staff.
Dise draws from over 20 years of
experience in the banking industry, which
includes commercial lending and investing.
Her guidance is particularly helpful to
startup companies seeking financing.
For more information, visit budgetease.
biz or contact Dise at Kathy@budgetease.biz
or 216-832-4998.
City and SLH Named
Finalist for Team NEO Award
The City of Shaker Heights and the Shaker
LaunchHouse were selected together as
finalists at the sixth annual Team NEO
Economic Development Plus Awards in the
category of Fostering Entrepreneurship.
The awards are co-sponsored by Inside
Business magazine.
The City and SLH were recognized for
their efforts to accelerate business growth
at an awards dinner at the InterContinental
Hotel in July. Winners were announced at
the dinner; however, results were not available before the publication of this issue.

obtaining additional support.
Funds were used for operational
support of the free six week summer
internship including salaries for the LightHouse team, a $600 team stipend for the
public school participants, special faculty
honoraria, materials to support production of team ideas, and funds for pitch
session lunches and field trips. Ten teams
of students participated in the program
based on an entrepreneurial curriculum
adapted from the LaunchHouse Accelerator program.
LEAP is a partnership between the
Shaker LaunchHouse and LightHouse
Ohio (lighthouseohio.com), a business
accelerator and incubator for high school
students. The program was founded by
three college students, Zach Schwartz,
Samir Amrania, and Vibhu Krishna, and
is guided by members of LaunchHouse.
For more information on partnering
with the Shaker Heights Development
Corporation to promote its economic
and community development mission,
contact Jack Boyle, president of the SHDC
Board at j.boyleiii@csuohio.edu.

Neighborhood

NEWS

Public Art Honors
Historic Ludlow Integration

Arminius Foundation
Lights the Way for
High School Entrepreneurs
The Arminius Foundation, working through
the Shaker Heights Development Corporation (SHDC), awarded the Shaker
LaunchHouse’s LightHouse Entrepreneurial Accelerator Program (LEAP) a
$25,000 grant. The Foundation supports
high school programs that are experiential and experimental, especially those in
which students can test a promising idea
in its infancy, and serves as a catalyst for

Vision becomes reality as a new public
art project commemorating the historic
Ludlow integration is now complete. The
Ludlow Community Association (LCA),
in collaboration with the City of Shaker
Heights, chose a bold and colorful public
art installation as a way to honor the neighborhood’s pioneering history of peaceful
		
continued on page 13

SHAKER LIFE | August/September 2013 11

To watch the video of the
before/after of this project, please
visit our website, go to “our portfolio”
and click on “featured projects.”

“Dan Dureiko ... straightforward, to the point, precise and detailed. He delivered
with unfailing accuracy, timing and quality. This has been the most amazing
contractor experience we’ve ever had - I would unreservedly recommend him.
Dureiko’s staff was excellent, courteous, clean and organized. He refinished
cabinets and rebuilt an original refrigerator from the 1920’s .
We want him to redo the remainder of the house.”
~ Shaker resident

City NEWS

Van Aken on Track
You have been clamoring for more
information about how the Van Aken
District redevelopment is coming
along. Here’s why we’ve been so quiet:
It takes many months of not-especially-exciting work to make things happen
in the public space. We’ve been developing plans, submitting them, having
them approved, complying with regulations, and doing studies. Most of that
work is now complete and we want to
start sharing the exciting benchmarks
that will take us from vision to reality.
The Vision includes streets scaled to
humans, not automobiles, to entice
unique shops, independent restaurants,
and offices into a District and beckon
people to walk, bike, take the Rapid, and
stay awhile. Envision green space for
gatherings, an educational, arts or civic
anchor, and connectivity to our traditional neighborhoods and to our region
by way of an iconic transit station.

Examples of inviting
development
scaled to humans.

Last up: The City secured $18.5 million
to reconfigure the roadway where Van
Aken meets Chagrin.
Lomond Alley, connecting Lomond
to Wendy’s, has been re-paved. The
paving complements a recent facelift
to the adjacent parking lot behind
Juma Gallery and MotoPhoto & Portrait
Studio. This row of thriving businesses
demonstrates what the Van Aken
District can deliver.
Next up: The roadway construction will
be ready to bid in the fall with construction beginning early 2014.
Meanwhile: See what has been inspiring us.

A light rail line runs
through a walkable district.
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integration. In 2011, residents selected artist Mark Reigelman’s work, “ColorField,”
from among three proposals presented to
the public.
The permanent art installation consists
of ﬁelds of triangular aluminum pylons
that appear to change color when viewed
from different angles. Two sets of the
pylons act as gateways to the Ludlow
community, with one set located in the
Onaway median near Van Aken Boulevard in Shaker Heights, and a companion
piece at Hampton and South Woodland
roads in Cleveland. The Shaker Heights
portion of the artwork was funded by a
City neighborhood beautiﬁcation grant
awarded to the LCA in 2009. The LCA
funded the Cleveland portion thanks to
generous donations from members of
Ludlow’s former real estate company.

REMODELER OF THE YEAR BY THE US COMMERCE ASSOCIATION
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Bicycle Licensing: Licenses are sold from
9 am to 3 pm in the Police Department
lobby, 3355 Lee Road. New licenses are
$5. Re-issued licenses are 50 cents. Go to
shakeronline.com, Community Calendar,
for speciﬁc licensing dates.
Child Car Seats: Is your child buckled up
safely? The Fire Department offers free
safety checks on car and booster seats
required by the state, by appointment
only. Call 216-491-1200. Appointments
are on Fridays, subject to technician
availability.
Health
Services: Blood pressure
screening for City residents is available
on Mondays from 2 to 3:30 pm and
Wednesdays from 9 to 10:30 am. Free
blood pressure clinics are held at the
Health Department, 3400 Lee Road and no
appointment is necessary. Immunizations
for children and adults are also available by
appointment. For fees and information, call
216-491-1480 or visit shakeronline.com.

No Duct Work?
No Problem!

LE

!

Air condition your vintage home while
preserving its architectural integrity.

State License #19664

To learn more about
The Unico System™ call us
at 440.248.2110 or visit
www.pkwadsworth.com
State License #19664
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Holiday
Trash
Collection: Monday,
September 2 is Labor Day, and City offices
will be closed. Monday through Friday
trash collection will be delayed by one
day. Monday, October 14, is the national
observance of Columbus Day. There will be
no trash delay on Columbus Day, but City
offices will be closed.

A Full Service Home Improvement Construction Company

Power Outages: Please call CEI,
not City Hall: 888-544-4877.

Upcoming Recycling Events
at the Service Center,
15600 Chagrin Boulevard

	
  

Colini Landscape Inc.
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  • Design

• Consulting

• Installation

• Maintenance

• Renovation

• Restoration

	
  

“The earth is good to us so we are good to the earth.”
10330 Kinsman Road • Newbury, Ohio 44065
colinilandscape@neohio.twcbc.com • www.colinilandscapeinc.com
Phone: 440-338-8971 Fax: 440-564-5209
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Computer Round-Up: August 17-18 and
24-25, from 8 am to 4 pm. Recycle your
computer equipment. Acceptable home
computer equipment includes CPU’s,
monitors, keyboards, mice, printers,
terminals, modems, cables, software,
	
   and ink print cartridges. Cell phones and
their accessories are also accepted. Call

	
   216-491-1490 for more information.

	
   Household Hazardous Waste Round-Up:
September 21-22 and 28-29, from 8 am
to 4 pm. Bring your household items for
	
   disposal. Items accepted: oil or solventbased paints, sealers, primers, varnishes,

	
  

	
   polyurethanes, shellacs, spray paints, auto-

motive fluids, kerosene, gasoline, lighter
	
   fluid, pesticides, herbicides, insecticides,
paint thinners, mineral spirits, turpentine,
caustic household cleaners, adhesives,
roof tar, driveway sealer, and mercury. No
latex paint or materials from businesses
will be accepted. Call 216-491-1490 for
more information.
Shredding Day: The Bi-annual Community Shredding Day will be held on October
5 from 9 am to 1 pm. Shaker residents may
bring up to three banker boxes of paper.
Driver’s license and proof of residency
(such as a current utility bill) required.
Staples, clips and other binding materials
do not need to be removed. Stay and watch

City News

THE CENTER FOR RESEARCH ON GIRLS AT LAUREL SCHOOL (CRG) PRESENTS

Girls, Stress,
and Well-Being:

or leave the items to be shredded. There is
no cost for the service. The City receives
credit for recycling the shredded paper.
Call 216-491-1490 for more information.
Collection for Habitat for Humanity’s
ReStore: On October 5 from 9 am to 3 pm
donate usable household and construction items to help Habitat for Humanity
build and renovate houses and to sell in
their ReStore to the general public. Items
can be dropped off at the Service Center.
Habitat for Humanity is seeking construction and renovation materials, tools,
kitchen cabinets, sinks, doors, vanities,
plumbing and electrical materials, appliances, counter tops, lumber, etc. Please
do not include paint, clothing, or bedding.
A Habitat volunteer will accept the donations and provide a tax receipt if desired. If
you have larger items to be picked up, call
Habitat at 216-429-3631 ext. 238.

What Parents
Need to Know

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2013
7:00-8:30 P.M.
LAUREL SCHOOL, SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH

This presentation of
groundbreaking research is
FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
[ AND FOR EDUCATORS AND ADVOCATES ]

For more information on the City’s
Codified Ordinances, visit shakeronline.com.

21st Century Athenas
CULTIVATING RESILIENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25 – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2013
FEATURING: KEYNOTE SPEAKER

The Bank Tailored for Small Business
• Private Banking Experience For All
Customers
• Commercial Real Estate Financing
Owner Occupied & Investment
• Business Term Loans and Lines of
Credit
• Local Decision Making
• Greater Cleveland’s Preferred
Small Business Bank

Carol Gilligan, Ph.D.

The symposium is devoted to integrating research and practice.

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

FOR INFORMATION ON PROGRAM SCHEDULE, FEES AND TO REGISTER, VISIT

www.LaurelSchool.org /CRGSymposium

FOLLOW CRG:

@CRGLaurelSchool

facebook.com/CRGLaurelSchool

Visit us at www.mayfieldnissan 24/7

	
  

Contact

Keith Cropper

	
  

Ganley Nissan

for all of your
commercial
banking needs at

Ian W. Freiberg

216.910.0579

General Manager

Phone (440) 449-9500
6060 Mayfield Road
Fax (440) 684-2369
Mayfield Hts., Ohio 44124
Cell: (216) 570-1334
Email: ifreiberg@ganleyauto.com

24400 Chagrin BLVD • Beachwood, OH 44122 • 216.910.0550 • www.ohiocommercebank.com
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THE SHAKER SCHOOLS UPDATE
Art Club Project Is Dino-Mite!

School Bells Ring
Time to get those backpacks and lunch
bags ready – and finish that summer
reading – because the first day of the
2013-14 school year is right around
the corner on Monday, August 26. To
provide a solid start to the year, the first
week of school will be a full week for
students in grades 1-12.
Kindergarten students ease into
school with an orientation by appointment on August 26 or 27, followed by
half-days on August 28, 29, and 30.
Full-day kindergarten classes begin
on Tuesday, September 3, following
the Labor Day holiday. Information
regarding the kindergarten orientation
and phase-in process will be mailed
home before the start of the school year.
New in town? The Shaker Schools
provide a number of activities to
welcome new families and help them
become familiar with their student’s new
school. A complete listing of new family
orientation activities is published in the
online calendar at shaker.org and in the
printed PTO/District calendar, which will
be sent home in August to all families
with children enrolled in the schools.
If you haven’t registered yet, call
216-295-4321 today to make your
appointment. And if you haven’t finished
that summer reading yet, check shaker.
org for recommended and required
reading selections by grade level.
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If you’re planning to visit the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo this summer, be sure to stop by
and visit the High School Art Club’s pet project: a nine-foot tall painted dinosaur sculpture
festooned with colorful butterflies. Art Club members were among several artists commissioned to design and paint the sauropods, which are on display through September 15 as
part of the Zoo’s 2013 DINOSAURS! Exhibit featuring animatronic versions of the prehistoric
beasts. The club’s advisor is High School art teacher Christina Stouffer.

New Leadership at Lomond School
Carina Robinson is the new principal at
Lomond Elementary School, where she
is already a familiar face.
A 1988 graduate of Shaker
Heights High School, she
returned to Shaker in 2011
as assistant principal at
Lomond, and then served
as assistant principal at
Shaker Heights Middle
School for one year.
Robinson has been a
teacher in East Cleveland
and Euclid and in a KIPP
(Knowledge is Power Program) academy in Baltimore. As a Fisher Fellow in
the KIPP School Leadership Program,

she completed coursework at Stanford
University and helped develop and
open a new KIPP academy
in Columbus. From 200911, she was principal of
Adlai Stevenson School in
Cleveland. Robinson holds
a B.A. in communication
from Cleveland State
University and a master’s in
elementary education from
John Carroll University.
Former Lomond
principal Susan M. Alig
departed at the end of the last school
year to assume a principalship in
Oberlin, Ohio.

THE SHAKER SCHOOLS UPDATE

13

Sticking (It)
to Their Principals
Facts About
the Class of

‘13

Shaker’s 96th graduating class.

43 Advanced Placement Scholars.
More than $6 million in four-year
renewable scholarships, including a
Chancellor’s Scholarship at Vanderbilt
University, two full scholarships at
Dartmouth College, one full scholarship
at The Ohio State University, and
one full scholarship at Saint Louis
University.
2 Gates Millennium Scholars.
7 National Merit Semifinalists,
19 National Merit Commended
Students, 3 National Hispanic Scholars,
2 National Achievement Semifinalists,
and 2 National Achievement
Commended Students.
12 candidates in the elective
International Baccalaureate Diploma
Program, Shaker’s second cohort.
73 students enrolled in at least one
International Baccalaureate course.
Average SAT composite score: 1808
on a 2400-point scale, compared with a
national average of 1498.
20 percent graduating with a grade
point average of 4.0 or above.

Acceptances to an impressive array
of more than 130 colleges, including
state-supported schools in Ohio,
flagship universities in other states, fine
and performing arts institutions, and
other highly selective private colleges
and universities, including:
American University, Amherst College,
Berklee College of Music, Brown
University, Bryn Mawr College, Carleton
College, Carnegie Mellon University,
Case Western Reserve University,
University of Chicago, Cleveland
Institute of Art, Cleveland Institute of
Music, Cornell University, Dartmouth
College, Duke University, Georgetown
University, Howard University, The Johns
Hopkins University, The Juilliard School,
Kenyon College, Miami University,
University of Michigan, Northwestern
University, Oberlin College, The Ohio
State University, Ohio University,
Parsons The New School for Design,
University of Pennsylvania, Princeton
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, Spelman College, Swarthmore
College, Tufts University, Vanderbilt
University, University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, University of Virginia,
Washington University in St. Louis,
Wellesley College, College of William
and Mary, and Yale University.
For an extensive list of this year’s
junior and senior academic, athletic,
and service accomplishments,
visit shaker.org/honors.

49 Scholar-Athletes who have earned
varsity letters and grade point averages
of 3.5 or higher..
25 national world-language contest
winners.
Nearly 18,000 collective hours of
community service.

For the latest news and info
about the Shaker schools, visit
shaker.org.
To receive regular e-news updates,
subscribe at shaker.org/news.
Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/ForShakerSchools.

Randy Yates, Woodbury School Principal

When High School students Tia Morrison,
Kyra Hall and Hannah Harris first volunteered with the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, they had no idea it was going
to lead to this: three Shaker principals
duct-taped to the wall as students
cheered wildly.
The girls’ efforts began with a team
training event for the Cleveland Rite-Aid
half-marathon to raise money and
awareness about the two blood cancers
that affect children most. High School
teacher Jason Walker and his wife agreed
to run in the race, collecting donations
from sponsors.
Taking the project a step further,
Holly Coughlin, LLS senior campaign
director and a former Shaker parent,
asked principals Randy Yates of
Woodbury, Danny Young of the Middle
School, and Mike Griffith of the High
School if they would be willing to get
“stuck for a buck.” Students could each
pay a dollar for a strip of duct tape in an
attempt to stick their principal to the wall
during lunch hour.
Not only did all three principals
“stick,” the schools raised more than
$10,000 altogether. Woodbury received
special recognition for the highest
amount ever raised by a “rookie” school
in the Northern Ohio region for LLS.
Principled, caring risk-takers? Yeah,
we’ve got that.
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FALL IN LOVE AGAIN,
WITH YOUR HOME.
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REAL ESTATE NEWS
REAL NUMBERS

ADDRESS

Housing transfers between April 1 and
May 31, 2013 appear below. The list
excludes “quit claim” transfers as well
as those resulting from foreclosure, in
which the sale price is not reflective of
the property value.
ADDRESS
16826 Aldersyde Dr		
21075 Almar Dr		
2676 Belvoir Blvd		
22388 Byron Rd		
22450 Byron Rd		
22626 Calverton Rd		
3033 Chadbourne Rd
15719 Chadbourne Rd
19425 Chagrin Blvd		
19605 Chagrin Blvd		
21440 Claythorne Rd
3340 Daleford Rd		
3466 Daleford Rd		
3381 Dorchester Rd		
22199 Douglas Rd		
2901 Drummond Rd
2665 Endicott Rd		
20826 Fairmount Blvd
16101 Fernway Rd		
3669 Gridley Rd		
3674 Gridley Rd		
16830 Holbrook Rd		
22700 Holmwood Rd
3387 Ingleside Rd		
3265 Kenmore Rd		
2952 Kingsley Rd		
3271 Lansmere Rd		
2895 Lee Rd		
2750 Leighton Rd		
3730 Lindholm Rd		
2971 Litchfield Rd		
17105 Lomond Blvd
17300 Lomond Blvd
19806 Lomond Blvd
3551 Lytle Rd		
3350 Maynard Rd		
22400 McCauley Rd
3120 Montgomery Rd
3687 Normandy Rd		
3193 Onaway Rd		
19006 Oxford Rd		
3646 Pennington Rd
2687 Rochester Rd		
2696 Rocklyn Rd		
2711 Rocklyn Rd		
22025 Rye Rd		
19629 Scottsdale Blvd
20050 Shaker Blvd		
19000 Shelburne Rd

SALE PRICE
$ 310,000
$ 283,000
$ 255,000
$ 262,000
$ 204,000
$ 346,000
$ 213,500
$ 310,000
$ 99,900
$ 87,000
$ 230,000
$ 155,070
$ 134,900
$ 315,000
$ 330,000
$ 525,000
$ 460,000
$ 127,000
$ 211,000
$ 146,500
$ 179,900
$ 177,500
$ 241,188
$ 247,000
$ 124,000
$ 315,000
$ 195,000
$ 460,000
$ 465,000
$ 170,000
$ 693,000
$ 159,900
$ 172,000
$ 176,000
$ 165,000
$ 200,000
$ 710,000
$ 405,112
$ 129,000
$ 268,000
$ 220,000
$ 85,000
$ 185,300
$ 320,000
$ 333,000
$ 246,500
$ 155,000
$ 685,000
$ 427,500

22925 Shelburne Rd
2957 S Park Blvd		
18801 S Park Blvd		
19501 S Woodland Rd
21262 S Woodland Rd
23400 Stanford Rd		
3305 Stockholm Rd		
3329 Stockholm Rd		
2706 Sulgrave Blvd		
3051 Torrington Rd		
3687 Townley Rd		
3715 Townley Rd		
3655 Traver Rd		
2686 Wadsworth Rd
2920 Warrington Rd		
3082 Warrington Rd		
3316 Warrington Rd		
24150 Wimbledon Rd
3100 Woodbury Rd		

SALE PRICE
$ 470,000
$ 404,000
$1,245,000
$ 250,000
$ 244,000
$ 283,600
$ 318,500
$ 231,000
$ 195,000
$ 725,000
$ 110,000
$ 165,000
$ 179,000
$ 425,000
$ 157,000
$ 269,900
$ 186,000
$ 282,500
$ 252,000

Information Source: Cuyahoga County Fiscal Officer

Shaker Renovator
Improves Lomond Property
Property Renewals, Inc., an approved
member of the Shaker Renovator
program, purchased a home at 3607
Lindholm Road from the City. Work is
underway to rehabilitate and ready it
for resale. The company became eligible
for the Renovator program based on its
successful track record of more than a
dozen previous rehabilitation projects
in Shaker.
Improvements at the Lindholm
property include windows and doors,
a new garage, new siding, an upgraded
kitchen with granite counter tops and
stainless steel appliances, refinished
hardwood floors, a finished basement
recreation room, and updated plumbing
and wiring.
The Shaker Renovator program
encourages the purchase and high
quality renovation of properties by
qualified rehabbers who then put the
property back on the market at an
increased value. To date, 10 houses
have been renovated and sold for prices
ranging from $171,000 to $545,000. Four
additional houses are currently being
renovated under the program,
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REAL ESTATE NEWS
which has contributed more than $2 million
to the tax base in the past two years.
Contractors can learn more about
the program at shakeronline.com/
for-residents/housing-incentives/
renovation-program or by calling
216-491-1370.
Handyman’s Special:
Housing Assistance Programs
There is still time to make repairs before
the weather gets bad! Call today to
see if you qualify for a housing assistance program. Single- and two-family
owner-occupied homes in the Ludlow,
Moreland, Lomond, and Sussex neighborhoods are eligible for two grant
programs to correct exterior code violations cited by the Housing Inspection
Department. The Exterior Maintenance
Grant program provides up to $2,500 in

grant funds (with a required 10 percent
homeowner match) based on total
cost of repairs. The Free Paint program
provides a voucher to cover the cost of
paint necessary to correct exterior paint
violations.
Both programs are also available
citywide to owner-occupants who are
disabled and/or seniors age 62 years
and older. Income qualifications apply
to all programs. The housing programs
specialist can provide information on
additional financial resources for those
who may not qualify for City grant
programs, as well as technical assistance
to help plan and execute home improvement projects. Go to shakeronline.com
for more information, or contact Sharra
Thomas at 216-491-1434 or sharra.
thomas@shakeronline.com.

Sign up Now!
Landlord Training Seminar
Scheduled for October
The Shaker Heights Landlord Training
program covers topics such as Ohio
landlord/tenant law, the eviction
process,
property
management,
marketing strategies, and the importance of tenant screening. Registration
is required; free for Shaker Heights
property owners and $30 for non-Shaker
property owners. Visit shakeronline.com
for registration information and specific
dates. Sign up online for the Landlord
Connection mailing list to receive
landlord resource information via email.
Contact Sharra Thomas at 216-491-1434
or sharra.thomas@shakeronline.com
for more information.

WANT A QUICK HOUSE SALE
FOR TOP DOLLAR?
The fact is having your house professionally staged
gives you a signiﬁcantly higher chance of getting
just that.
Home Staging is like detailing your car. It's the
eﬀective way to make your house stand out. To give
it the widest appeal to buyers. To make it shine.
Staging expert Erica Hughes and her team from
The English Accent will help you showcase your
property and attract those buyers within the
shortest time and with the least stress.
Over a complimentary cup of tea, let Erica show you
how she can skillfully makeover your condo, castle,
penthouse, palace... or house!
Check out our transformations and testimonials at
www.theenglishaccent.us

the English Accent

!

pecialists
Wow Factor S
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Call Erica at The English Accent on
216 543 6293 for an initial chat and a
complimentary cup of tea!
email: tea@theenglishaccent.us
Best Of

2013

REAL ESTATE NEWS

Number of Homes Closed
2012
152
2013
181

Average Days on Market
2012
134
126
2013

Sales Price Comparison

$300,000
$275,000
$250,000

Saint Co.
Jon

$225,000
$200,000
$175,000
$150,000

Painting Specialists

$125,000

Quality Decorating for 30 Years

$100,000
Average Sales Price
January - June

Median Sales Price
January - June

2012

2013

Interior & Exterior
Historical Restoration
Faux Finish & Plaster Repair

Fully Insured / References Available

440-735-1500

CLEVELAND WINTERS DO THE MOST DAMAGE!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A FRIENDLY REMINDER YOU MIGHT NEED SOME MAINTENANCE.

37
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LIBRARY NEWS

The Bookshelf:
THE
BOOKSHELF
- LATE
LATESUMMER
SUMMER
Backyard harvests are booming and
the North Union Farmers Market is
bursting with vegetables and fruits. The
Library offers a cornucopia of books on
harvesting, cooking, and storing the
abundance as well as a few on how to
keep your garden going through the fall
to get it ready for spring.
Backyard Harvest by Jo Wittingham. DK
Publishers, 2011. This year-round, monthby-month guide provides every kitchen
gardener with information on sowing,
planting, growing, and harvesting homegrown food, and includes tips on storing,
freezing, and preserving fresh-grown
fruits, vegetables, and herbs to enjoy
throughout the year.
Can It, Bottle It, Smoke It: And Other
Kitchen Projects by Karen Solomon. Ten
Speed Press, 2011. The author of Jam
It, Pickle It, Cure It provides new recipes
and techniques for making homemade
jams, relishes, pickles, bagels, popsicles, cereal, pastrami, smoked nuts,
sauces, syrups, and much more, in a
book complemented by 50 full-color
photographs.
Canning for a New Generation: Bold, Fresh
Flavors for the Modern Pantry by Liana
Krissoff and Rinne Allen. Stuart, Tabori
and Chang, 2010. These fresh recipes for
today’s cooks and eaters contain less
sugar, more flavor.
Farm to Fork: Cooking Local, Cooking Fresh
by Emeril Lagasse. Harper Studio,
2010. The famous TV chef and author
of Emeril: 20-40-60 presents recipes to
inspire cooks to use organic and locally
grown seasonal produce. Full-color
photographs draw on themes featured
on the author’s cable show, “Emeril
Green.”
Homegrown Harvest: A Season-by-Season
Guide to a Sustainable Kitchen Garden by the
American Horticultural Society and Rita
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Pelczar. Mitchell Beazley, 2010. The American Horticultural Society’s experts offer
advice for gardeners on growing a yearround supply of vegetables and fruits.
The Kitchen Garden Cookbook edited by
Caroline Bretherton. DK Publishers, 2011.
With over 200 seasonal recipes, this guide
provides techniques and expert advice to
help harvest, preserve, and prepare fruits
and vegetables grown in your backyard.
The Pickled Pantry: From Apples to Zucchini,
150 Recipes for Pickles, Relishes, Chutneys
& More by Andrea Chesman. Storey
Publishers, 2012. Learn to pickle almost
anything from plums and pineapple to
carrots and onions.

documentary films “The Abolitionists,”
“Slavery by Another Name,” “The Loving
Story,” and “Freedom Riders.”
The Library will use the stipend
for speakers and public conversations
on the issues. Tentative plans call for
programs to be scheduled in the fall of
2014 or the spring of 2015.
To learn more about the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American History,
visit their website at gilderlehrman.org

Meet the Author

Meet Shaker resident Pauline A. Chen,
author of The Red Chamber, who will speak
about her book that re-imagines the 18th
century Chinese classic, Dream of the Red
Chamber, at 7 pm Wednesday, September
Saving the Season: A Cook’s Guide to Home 18 at Bertram Woods Branch. Her book
Canning, Pickling, and Preserving
introduces Amerby Kevin West. Alfred A. Knopf,
ican readers to
2013. The first cookbook from
the classic, singlethe author of the popular blog
most famous love
Savingtheseason.com incortriangle in Chinese
porates classic favorites and
literature.
new flavors in more than 100
Chen studied
recipes, organized by season.
classics at Yale
Interspersed with the recipes
and law at Harvard
are chronicles of the author’s
and completed her
travels and the history of
Ph.D. in Chinese
American preserving, along
literature at Princwith a primer on preserving
eton
University.
techniques that addresses
She has taught
Pauline Chen
food safety and nutrition.
Chinese language,
literature, and film
Wild About Greens: 125 Delectable Vegan at the University of Minnesota and
Recipes for Kale, Collards, Arugula, Bok Choy, Oberlin College.
and Other Leafy Veggies Everyone Loves by
At age 34, Chen left academia to
Nava Atlas. Sterling, 2012. The celebrated pursue writing. She is the author of a
author of Vegan Holiday Kitchen shares novel for young readers entitled Peiling
dozens of recipes that incorporate highly and the Chicken-Fried Christmas. Her
nutritious leafy greens, and a variety of essays on Chinese film have appeared
appetizing ideas from wraps and dips to in Cineaste and Film Comment.
juices and smoothies.
The Red Chamber is her first book
for adults and has been translated into
Shaker Library Receives
French, Spanish, Italian, Dutch, Polish,
and Thai. She decided to write an Amer$1200 Program Grant
ican version of the Chinese classic when
Shaker Library has been selected to she was teaching at Oberlin. She was
receive the film set Created Equal: Amer- frustrated that so few students were
ica’s Civil Rights Struggle and a $1,200 aware of the novel and knew little of the
programming stipend from the Gilder rich heritage of Chinese literature.
Lehrman Institute of American History
Following her talk, Chen’s book will
on behalf of the Bridging Cultures be available for sale and signing. Regisinitiative of the National Endowments tration is recommended.
of Humanities. The film set includes the

The Van Aken District:
Coming Soon.
The Van Aken intersection is changing. This district
has the potential to transform the future of Shaker
Heights. A vibrant transit-oriented downtown filled
with shops, restaurants, homes, offices and green
space provides a wide range of experiences – day or
night – to residents and visitors of the district. We
support a thriving, sustainable vision for our city,
one in which all can live, work and play.

SHAKER HEIGHTS 2020
workliveshakerheights.com
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Historic Walking Tour
Scheduled for September

Brad Withers to Speak
on Five Steps to Expert

Cleveland State University. To learn
more about him, visit his website at
bradwithers.com.

Back by popular demand! Shaker Library, Don’t use your job description to write
Shaker Heights Landmark Commis- your resume. Learn how to identify your
sion, and the Winslow
skills and strengths
Preservation Organization
to write a resume
will cosponsor a guided
that gets noticed.
walking tour of one of
You are much more
Shaker Heights’ neighborthan your job, and
hood gems - Winslow Road
Brad Withers will
Historic District. Local histolead you through
rian Ken Goldberg will lead
the “Five Steps to
the tour and speak about
Expert” at 11 am
the unique historical and
Monday, August 26
architectural features of the
at the Main Library.
street, which is composed
Withers
is
entirely of two-family homes.
an
adult-learning
Meet at the Main Library
facilitator who has
at 2 pm Saturday, September
presented
more
Brad Withers
28, rain or shine. If you have
than a thousand
a smartphone, bring it to follow the seminars on 50 topics in 10 countries,
Winslow Road historical details on the using a hybrid of training and facilitation
ClevelandHistorical.org
mobile app. Due to engage his audiences. He majored in
	
  
to high demand, registration is required. business and philosophy at Wittenberg
University and earned his M.B.A. from
	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Distance no factor in
reading away from home
with Shaker Library
Shaker Library cardholders can access
the Library’s ever-growing supply of
ebooks and audio material from home
or from around the world.
Recently Heidi Reis, a student at
Emory University, came home happy to
be back in her favorite library. “But I never
really left,” she says. “I download books
from the Shaker Library all the time. I’m
close to an academic library with a limited
Fantasy section, nothing compared to
the collection Shaker has online.” She
looks forward to downloading when she
interns in Israel and Italy this year.
Not only can cardholders download
books, but they can also download over
90 magazines using the Library’s Zinio

At The Woodlands, we take great pride in the “heart”
we have to offer to our residents and our family members
and friends.
We pride ourselves in our beautiful community, our
accessibility to world-class medical care, and our five star
team that is trained to meet the diverse physical, medical,
	
  
and social needs of our residents, including 120 days of
skilled care. The Woodlands of Shaker Heights is large
enough to provide the services and care our residents
desire, yet is small enough to feel like home.
We look forward to welcoming you into our family, our
home, and our hearts.
	
   Call 216-751-0930 for a Complimentary Lunch and Tour.

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   Assisted Living and Memory Care
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16333 Chagrin Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44120
216-751-0930 • www.woodlandsofshaker.com
A Capital Senior Living Community
Fac#2055R
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Gifts to the Library
Jane and James Wood and Court
Community Service made donations in
honor of Ken McGovern. Randy Kammer
donated to the Marilyn Kammer Memorial Fund in memory of G. Warren Leve
and in honor of Judy Paul, and Florence
Sable donated to the Bertram Woods
Branch Fund.
Contributions to the Local History
collections included a copy of the book

So How Was Your Day, Doc? by Carrie Griffith donated by her mother, Carol Griffith. Shaker High School alumni Barry
LaChance and Merrill Henkin donated
programs and class photographs from
the 1950s.

September Programs
for Adults at Main Library
The Evolution of the
Shaker Rapid with Jim Toman
7 pm Tuesday, September 10 at Main Library

Toman, a noted local historian, author
of 22 books on Cleveland history, and
co-founder of Cleveland Landmarks
Press, will speak about the history of the
Shaker Heights Rapid Transit.
The Rapid was key to the success
of Shaker Heights, supplying transportation between Shaker and downtown Cleveland. Toman will discuss
the Rapid’s evolution and its role in
the development of the community of
Shaker Heights. Please register at shakerlibrary.org or by calling 216-991-2030.

On the Appalachian Trail
with Bob Grau
7 pm Thursday, September 12 at Main Library

Grau had no hiking experience or gear
when he decided to hike the entire
length of the Appalachian Trail (AT), a
distance of 2,181 miles. He began his
trek from Georgia in March 2011 and
completed it 170 days later in Maine
covering 14 states and 270 mountains.
While the AT is described as a
“footpath for those who seek fellowship
with the wilderness,” it is steep, rocky,
demanding, and looks nothing like a
path. Very few aspiring thru-hikers are
successful in completing the challenging
trip. During the last 380 miles – treacherous terrain in the White Mountains –
Grau hiked with a broken ankle.
Grau will show photos from his trip
and demonstrate the equipment he
carried with him. Following the presentation, he’ll sell copies of his book, Five
Million Steps on a Journey of Hope: ThruHiking the Appalachian Trail. Grau donates
proceeds from the sale of his book to

KCJAN13

service. And with OneClickdigital, which
complements our Overdrive Audiobook
collection, residents can access a large
collection of audiobooks.
Apps for these services are available for Android, Apple, and Kindlebased devices, and the Library also
offers training on how to use these free
services. Stop by the Reference Desk at
either Library for more information or
to arrange a training session, or visit us
online at shakerlibrary.org and click on
Download eMedia.
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Journey of Hope, which provides help
with basic living expenses to adult
cancer patients undergoing treatment.
Please register in advance at shakerlibrary.
org or by calling 216-991-2030.

Book Discussions
Whether you enjoy history or mystery,
the Library has a book discussion group
for you. Sign up one month before the
discussion and pick up a book at the
Main Library Reference Desk one month
before the discussions, which meet on
the second floor of the Main Library.

Chess Lessons for Adults –
It’s Your Move!

Book Buzz
10 am Tuesday, August 13
Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death
and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity by
Katherine Boo
This Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
spent years researching her book on life
in a Mumbai slum, and her narrative
nonfiction offers a dramatic and heartbreaking story of families struggling for
a better life in one of the 21st century’s
great, but unequal cities.

2-4 pm Saturday, September 21 and 28
at Main Library

Book Buzz

Get an introduction to the game of
chess with Mike Reeves, chess coach
for the Shaker Schools and instructor
with Progress with Chess. Reeves has
coached the Shaker Heights High
School team to a state championship
and enjoys helping new players learn
the game.
He will cover the basics, such as
how the pieces move, the rules of chess,
and basic strategies and tactics to get
you started on the path to becoming a
chess player. This program for adults is
for those who have never played chess
or haven’t played in years. Register for
one or both classes in advance online or
by calling 216-991-2030. Refreshments
will be served.
A Study in Black and White:
Surname Research

10 a.m. Tuesday, September 10

The Red Chamber by Pauline Chen
This epic re-imagining of the Chinese
classic, Dream of the Red Chamber, is set
against the backdrop of 18th century
Beijing and follows the intersecting lives
of three women who become tangled in
a web of intrigue with ties to the Emperor’s Palace. This discussion features a
visit by the author.
Mystery Book Discussion
7:30 pm Tuesday September 10

Before the Poison by Peter Robinson
When Chris Lowndes returns to the
Yorkshire Dales after many successful
years abroad as a Hollywood composer,
he discovers that his newly purchased
home was the site of a brutal murder.

Arbor Day Artists

10 am Saturday, September 28 at Main Library

Sandra Beane-Milton from the African-American Genealogical Association will provide guidance on how to
overcome the obstacles in surname
searches, such as name changes,
misspellings, and other tricks of the
genealogical trade.

26 SHAKERONLINE.COM | August/September 2013

Shaker Library and the City’s Tree Advisory Board held an Arbor Day Poster
Contest last April and asked students to
artistically depict “How Trees Help our
Community.” All artists were celebrated
at an awards ceremony at the Main
Library on Earth Day, April 26.
Winners in this year’s contest were
Andrew France, elementary school
winner, and Syria Vassar, middle school
winner. High school winners included

LIBRARY NEWS
This year’s award-winning books, which
can be borrowed from the Library, are:
My Favorite Warlord by Eugene Gloria.
Penguin Books, 2012 (Poetry). These
35 elegant and passionate poems look
at Filipino heritage, samurai, fathers,
masculinity, and memory. They enact
rage, civility, love, travel, and art, and
explore the author’s own fears of frailty
and erasure.

Arbor Day Poster Contest high school first
place winner, Jessica Morford.

Kind One by Laird Hunt. Coffee House
Press, 2012 (Fiction). In understated
prose, the story tells of two slave sisters
who turn tables on their mistress and
take her captive after her Kentucky
farmer husband dies. Hunt spans the
period between the 1850s and 1930 and
brings fresh imagining to our nation’s
most difficult subject.
The Yellow Birds by Kevin Powers. Little,
Brown & Co., 2012 (Fiction). This tightly
focused, hypnotic story of isolation
centers on the last weeks of friendship
between 18-year-old Private Daniel
Murphy and 21-year-old Private John
Bartle, who makes a rash promise to
Mrs. Murphy to bring her son home
safely from Iraq.

Syria Vassar, Arbor Day Poster Contest
middle school winner, with Matthew Warren
of the City’s Tree Advisory Board.

Jessica Morford, first place, Lena Richardson, second place, and Colleen
Bradley, third place.

Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards
to be Held September 12
at Playhouse Square
The Anisfield-Wolf Awards recognize
books that have made important contributions to our understanding of racism
and our appreciation of the rich diversity of human cultures. Cleveland poet
and philanthropist Edith Anisfield Wolf
established the book prizes in 1935, in
honor of her father, John Anisfield, and
husband, Eugene Wolf, to reflect her
family’s passion for social justice. It is the
only American book prize focusing on
works that address racism and diversity.

Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the
Search for Identity by Andrew Solomon.
Scribner, 2012 (362.4 S68). Drawing on
interviews with more than 300 families,
the author examines diversity in its
most intimate setting: the family, as
he considers how parents navigate the
world when their children are exceptional – deaf, autistic, dwarfed, criminal,
gifted or challenged.

New! Copy Services
at the Main Library
Shaker residents don’t have far to go to
meet their copy needs. A variety of copy
services are conveniently available at the
Main Library. Bring your flyer, brochure,
poster, funeral booklet, or almost any
copy job to the Community Entrepreneurial Office and let the Library help
print them at reasonable rates. Choose
from an assortment of colored paper or
have your copies printed in color.
Other helpful services include,

168’35 Ton Crane

Proudly serving residents &
businesses of Shaker Heights
since 1927

High Eﬃciency
Heating Systems
•
Boilers
•
24-7 Award Winning
Service
•

12 months same as
cash ﬁnancing

440-349-9989
stovicek-hvac.com
Take - (10%) OFF service
when you mention this ad
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cutting, folding and laminating. For
more information about printing and
copy services, call Karen Rosenblum at
216-991-2030 extension 2355.

PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

PLAY AND LEARN BABIES
A special room filled with literacy-based
activities just for babies from birth to 18
months with their parents or caregivers.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL STORIES ON A
SHAKER SCHOOL BUS (For children
ages 3-5)
Listen to stories about school, friends,
and fun told on a bright yellow school
bus that will be parked at the Library.

10 am-noon Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays.

No registration required.

Kids’
Corner
KIDS
CORNER

Main Library 16500 Van Aken Boulevard
216-991-2030 ext. 3141
Bertram Woods Branch 20600 Fayette Road
216-991-2421 ext. 2241

PLAY AND LEARN STATION
AT MAIN LIBRARY
A free preschool literacy program
offering interactive opportunities for
parents or caregivers to explore with
their children, ages birth to 5 years of
age.

PLAY AND LEARN STATION
FOR CAREGIVERS
A preschool literacy program offering
interactive opportunities for non-parent
caregivers to explore with their children,
ages birth to 5 years.

10 am Wednesday, August 7 at Main Library.
10 am Tuesday, August 13 at Woods Branch.

Register in person, online, or by phone
beginning two weeks before each
program.

10 am-noon Wednesdays.

KINDERMUSIK FOR TODDLERS
AT WOODS BRANCH
Kindermusik of Cleveland presents
a free demo class of musical fun and
learning for babies and toddlers with an
adult.

A one-time registration is required;
please call Family Connections:
216-921-2023.
Play and Learn programs are a partnership with Family Connections.
Please note: Play and Learn will be
closed Monday, August 26 through
Saturday, August 31 for cleaning.

10:30-11:15 am Monday, August 26 for toddlers
ages 1 1/2–3 ½.
11:30 am-12:15 pm Monday, August 26 for
babies up to 18 months

10 am-noon Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays.
6-8 pm Tuesdays.

Register in person, or online, or by
phone beginning August 12.

No registration required.

	
  

Garages

NESTLINGS (For babies
from birth to 15 months)
It’s never too soon to begin to share
books with babies! Enjoy songs and
rhymes, books and bounces in this class
for babies from birth to 15 months with
an adult.

Windows

Fall Session: September 9–November 19.
9:30 am Mondays at Main Library.
9:30 am Tuesdays at Woods Branch.

No registration required; groups must
make special arrangements.
FLEDGLINGS (For babies
15 to 23 months)
Experience the wonder of words with
your child through stories and songs,
movement, puppets, and fun in this
story time for children 15 to 23 months
with an adult.
Fall Session: September 9-November 19.
10:30 am Mondays at Main Library.
10:30 am Tuesdays at Woods Branch.

No registration required; groups must
make special arrangements.
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TERRIFIC TWOS
Stories, songs, and movement for
2-year-olds with an adult.
Fall Session: September 9-November 20.
10 am Mondays and Wednesdays at Woods
Branch.
10 am Tuesdays at Main Library.

No registration required; groups must
make special arrangements.

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAMS

Register in person, by phone, or online
beginning Tuesday, August 27.

HOMEWORK CENTER
AT MAIN LIBRARY
Free homework help for students in
grades 2-8 will begin on September 9.
An adult must be present to register the
student at the first visit. Students must
be picked up by 6:30 pm.
4-6:30 pm Mondays, Tuesdays & Wednesdays.

STORIES for 3, 4 and 5 Year-olds
Stories, songs, rhymes, and fun.

Meeting Room F on the Second Floor.

Fall Session: September 10-November 21.
1:30 pm Tuesdays & 10 am Thursdays at Woods
Branch.
10 am Wednesdays at Main Library.

THE WRITERS CLUB
(For children in grades 2-4)
Everyone needs advice sometime. Do
you have what it takes to offer encouraging, constructive advice to questions
that kids your age may have about
life? If so, then add your voice! Sign
up for the Writers Club as we write and
publish our own Book of Kid Questions
and Answers.

No registration required; groups must
make special arrangements.
PAJAMA PARTY AT WOODS BRANCH
Stories for children ages 3 and older
with an adult.
7-7:30 pm Monday, September 16.

Register in person, online or by phone
beginning September 2.

MEET AMERICAN GIRL DOLL KAYA
AT WOODS BRANCH (Grades 1–5)
Travel back in time to 1764 and learn
about Kaya’s life as a Nez Perce in the
northwest. Listen to a chapter from a
book in the Kaya series, watch a DVD,
make a craft, and enjoy a snack. Dolls
welcome!
2:30-4 pm Saturday, September 28.

Fall Session: September 10-October 15.
4:15-5 pm Tuesdays at Main Library.
Fall Session: September 11-October 16.
4:15-5 pm Wednesdays at Woods Branch.

Register in person, online or in person
beginning Saturday, September 14.
FLAT STANLEY’S WORLDWIDE
ADVENTURES BOOK PARTY AT
MAIN LIBRARY (Grades 1 & up)
Enjoy a reading, activities, and a snack
as we join Flat Stanley on his Worldwide
Adventures! Make your own Flat Stanley
and travel with Stanley as he learns
about Mount Rushmore.
2-2:45 pm Saturday, October 5.

Register in person, online or by phone
beginning Saturday, September 21.

Heating Cooling Plumbing Electrical
The Smylie One Comfort Team
Gary Rosen, Steven Smylie, Rick Coates

Fall 2013 Comfort Credit Financing Promotions
t 12 Months With Payment Deferred Interest
t 9.9% Reduced APR With 1.25% Fixed Payment Factor
Subject to credit approval. Please Call For Complete Details.

2ESIDENTIAL s #OMMERCIAL

t )PU8BUFS4UFBN#PJMFST
t %VDUMFTT.JOJ4QMJU4ZTUFNT

t ;POJOH
t (FPUIFSNBM

440.449.HEAT (4328) | www.smylieone.com
Winner of The Bryant
Heating & Cooling
Medal of Excellence

t $PNQMFUF1MVNCJOH4FSWJDFT
t )FBU$PPM1VNQT

t "JS$MFBOJOH4ZTUFNT
t )VNJEJöDBUJPO4ZTUFNT

t 67(FSNJDJEBM-JHIUJOH
t .BJOUFOBODF"HSFFNFOUT
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cultures. Your network helps you gather
information about industries, trends,
and new career fields. Learn how to
build and maintain business relationships that can help in your job search
and your career.

TEEN SCENE
TEEN SCENE
TEEN CENTER HOURS
Located on the second floor of the Main
Library, the Teen Center is open to youth
in grades 7-12.

Improving Interviewing Skills
1-3 pm Thursday, August 15.
1-3 pm Thursday, September 19.

Preparation is the essential ingredient
for a successful job interview. It begins
with research to insure the job is right
for you and that you are qualified. Learn
what an employer seeks so that your
answers differentiate you from others.

Summer Hours: 1-5:30 pm Monday-Thursday
through August 15.
Closed the week of August 19–22.
Regular hours begin Monday, August 26.
3:30–8 pm Monday–Thursday.

YOUR PLACE IN
THE WOODS (Grades 7-9)
Join friends in the Dietz Community
Room at the Bertram Woods Branch
after school beginning September 9.

Telephone Tips for Jobseekers

Career Transition
Transition Center
Career
Center
Workshops
WORKSHOPS

3-4:30 pm Mondays.

No registration required.
WII WEDNESDAY IN
THE TEEN CENTER
Come by yourself or bring a friend to
play your favorite games on our Wii.
Snacks included!

The Library’s Career Transition Center
is located on the Main Library Second
Floor where CTC staff offer one-on-one
job counseling in addition to a variety of
free skill-building workshops.

10 am-noon Thursday, August 22.

Contacting people by phone is an essential part of a job search. This workshop
will prepare you to use the telephone
effectively. Learn how to prepare a script
for different types of calls, how to keep
good call records for follow-up, how to
improve voice quality, how to overcome
rejection, and how to handle the telephone screening interview.
Applications That Get Noticed

3:30-4:30 pm Wednesday, September 11.

Monday Morning Jumpstart

1-3 pm Thursday, August 29.

No registration required.

10 am–noon Mondays.

Bonnie Dick, founder of the Career
Transition Center, moderates a free jobs
club for those in a career transition. Get
out of the house, network with others,
and get job leads. The fourth Monday of
each month a guest speaker presents a
timely topic of interest to jobseekers.

Most job applications are completed
online and a computer scans them for
keywords that indicate skills, education,
and experience that are important to
the employer. It also scans for keywords
to screen out candidates. Learn how to
answer questions on applications to
insure yours will be read.

Results-Oriented Resumes

Writing to Employers

1-3 pm Thursday, August 1.
1-3 pm Thursday, September 12.

1-3 pm Thursday, September 5.

READING PAYS OFF FOR TEENS!
Teens ages 12-17 can present their library
card at the Youth Services Desk to earn
coupons towards paying off current
overdue fines on Shaker Library materials. Earn a $2 Library Buck coupon for
every 15 minutes spent reading with the
potential of earning $8 in one hour at one
or all of the times and places listed below:
3:30-5 pm Thursday, Sept. 19 at Woods Branch.
6:30-8 pm Tuesday, Sept. 24 at Main Library.

TEEN CARNIVAL IN THE
TEEN CENTER (Grades 7–12)
Come one! Come all! Play Midway and
Monte Carlo games. Snack on fun foods.
Spin our roulette wheel to win prizes.
Earn tickets at different games to trade
for even more prizes at our carnival
store!
4-4:45 pm Wednesday, September 25.

Register in person, online or by phone
beginning Wednesday, September 11.
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When you are looking for a job, your
principal sales tool is a well-designed,
targeted resume. This workshop will
teach you what will catch employers’
attention and make them want to interview you.
Networking Effectively
10 am-noon Thursday, August 8.
10 am- noon Thursday, September 26.

Learn how to build a network of business friends to find hidden jobs and
learn about companies and their

Learn professional letter writing techniques. Proper use of when and how
to write email is also covered in this
workshop.
Plan Your Work/Work Your Plan
10 am- noon Tuesday, September 17.

Learn how to set achievable goals and
how to develop a daily and weekly action
plan to track your accomplishments and
monitor your progress to increase your
productivity.

LIBRARY NEWS

Computer
Center
Center
Classes
Computer

CLASSES

The Library offers a variety of free
computer classes each month. A
complete description of the different
classes is available on the Library’s
website or in a take-home brochure. For
more information, call or visit the Library.
Register online or by phone, 216-9912030 ext. 3185, for the following classes.
Understanding the Internet
7-8:30 pm Thursday, August 1.
10-11:30 am Saturday, September 14.

Learn basic Internet topics, how web
browsers work, and ways to keep track of
your favorite sites.
Understanding Devices

Googlemania™

Intermediate Word Processing

10-11:30 am Wednesday, August 7.
10-11:30 am Saturday, September 28.

7-8:30 pm Monday, August 19.
10-11:30 am Wednesday, September 25.

Learn advanced search strategies using
Google’s Advanced Search Form. Find
entertainment on YouTube. Plan trips
with Google Maps, and other services.

Learn how to use templates, styles,
text wrapping, and tables to make more
attractive documents with Word 2010.

Genealogy Database:
Heritage Quest

10-11:30 am Tuesday, August 20.
7-8:30 pm Thursday, September 12.

6:30-8:30 pm Thursday, August 8.

Explore the ways Excel 2010® can
display data as charts of visual information and the ways data can be charted.

Charts and Sparklines

Shaker librarian Walter Lesch will
teach how to use the free genealogical
search engine, HeritageQuestOnline.
com. Participants can bring their family
research notes and conduct their own
searches on the HeritageQuest website
in this hands-on program.
Basic Spreadsheets and Formulas
10-11:30 am Tuesday, August 13.
7-8:30 am Thursday, September 5.

Learn the basics of spreadsheet
construction and formulas.

Presentation Objects
10-11:30 am Wednesday, August 21.
10-11:30 am Wednesday, September 11.

Learn the objects that can be added to
slideshows, including clip art, pictures,
text boxes, movies, and sounds.
Creating a Newsletter
with Publisher 2010
7-8:30 pm Thursday, August 22.
3-4:30 pm Friday, September 6.

10-11:30 am Saturday, August 3.
10-11:30 am Tuesday, September 3.

Basic Presentations

Get an overview of a variety of devices
and try them out.

10-11:30 am Wednesday, August 14.
10-11:30 am Wednesday, September 4.

Learn how to create digital slideshows
or presentations with text and pictures.

Pivot Tables in Excel 2010

Using Devices

Genealogy Database: Ancestry
Library Edition

Pivot tables are used to present,
summarize, and analyze data they way
you want it.

3-4:30 pm Saturday, August 3.
10-11:30 am Tuesday, September 10.

Mouse and keyboard skills are quickly
being replaced by touchscreens and
verbal commands. Learn how to use
them all.
Basic Word Processing
7-8:30 pm Monday, August 5.
10-11:30 am Wednesday, September 18.

Learn basic word processing skills using
Word 2010, OpenOffice, Write, and
Google Documents.

6:30-8:30 pm Thursday, August 15.

Shaker librarian Walter Lesch will
teach how to use Ancestry.com, available to Shaker Library cardholders
while in the building. Participants can
bring their family research notes and
conduct their own searches on the
Ancestry Library Edition website in
this hands-on program.

10-11:30 AM Tuesday, August 6.
3-4:30 pm Saturday, September 14.

Discover the difference between Yahoo
and Google search engines.

10-11:30 am Tuesday, August 27.
7-8:30 pm Thursday, September 19.

Animating and Controlling
Presentations
7-8:30 pm Thursday, August 29.

Learn the objects that can be animated
in a slideshow and the actions that
control their timing.
Using Filenames and Folders

Communicating through Devices
Internet Search Tools

Explore the Microsoft Office 2010 desktop
publishing tool and create a newsletter.

10-11:30 am Saturday, August 17.
10-11:30 am Tuesday, September 17.

Learn how email, text, instant message,
and video chat work.

10-11:30 am Saturday, August 31.
7-8:30 pm Monday, September 16.

Learn how to name files and folders
systematically.
Mailmerge and Macros

Working with Windows 7®

7-8:30 pm Thursday, September 26.

3-4:30 pm Saturday, August 17.
10-11:30 am Tuesday, September 24.

Learn how to merge list and address information to send separate letters to multiple
contacts, create envelopes and labels, and
produce catalogs or directories.

Learn how Windows works and how to
open, move, resize, and arrange windows.

Computer Center Classes cont. on page 33
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LIBRARY NEWS

Twenty Year Recap:

Library Usage is Up While State Funding is Flat and Overall Expenses Remain the Same
For the first time this century, public
libraries in Ohio will begin to see some
significant increases in state funding
with the passage earlier this summer
of Ohio’s biennial budget. However,
with more than a 30 percent decline
in public library funding since 2001,
Shaker Library’s funding for the period
2013-15 will look essentially as it did in
1993-95. Shaker Library received virtually the same amount of state funding
in 2012 as in 1992, with no adjustment
for inflation, while Ohio government
spending rose over 60 percent.

from 3 to 4 mills in 1997, and the inflationary increase of housing valuations.
Nonetheless, local library funding
has dropped by more than 23 percent
-- $900,000 – since 2009. As a result,
Shaker Library has cut its expenditures
16 percent since they peaked in 2007
and spent less in real dollars in 2012
than in 1992.
Local Library Funding

Wide Web of the Internet as we know
it was new two decades ago. There
were no public computers in 1992 like
we have today. In 2012, public use of
computers at Shaker Library surpassed
180,000 sessions, an increase of more
than 20 percent over the previous year

Print Checkouts
600,000
500,000
400,000
300,000
200,000

State Library Funding

100,000
1992
1992
$1,447,000

2012
$2,886,000

Spending in 2012 Dollars

2012

Nonprint Checkouts
600,000
500,000

1992
$1,344,000

2012
$1,366,000

400,000
300,000
200,000

Items Checked Out

100,000

1,200,000

1992

1,000,000

1992
$4,950,000

800,000
600,000
400,000
200,000
1992

2012

Fortunately, Shaker Library has
had tremendous local support and
usage has increased more than 50
percent in 20 years. That is thanks
mainly to significant growth in property
tax revenue, partly due to an increase
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2012
$4,900,000

Finances will continue to be tight
over the next few years because the
County’s triennial revaluation of property taxes reduced Shaker Library’s real
estate revenue by a further $300,000
per year. Expected increases of $30,000
to $60,000 annually in additional state
funding will only soften, not eliminate
the problem.
During the past 20 years there is no
doubt times have changed. The World

2012

For those who worry about the
demise of the book, it is interesting to
note that Shaker Library checked out
more print material in 2012 than in 1992.
But the big increase, nearly a tripling,
has been in the nonprint area. We had
audio and video cassettes, CDs, and
even vinyl records back in 1992. Today,
we have DVDs, and a huge variety of free
downloadable material from books to
magazines. Check us out!

LIBRARY NEWS
Computer Center Classes cont. from page 31

Try Zinio Digital Magazine Reader
3-4:30 pm Saturday, September 28.

Bring your Shaker Library card and learn
how to set up an account for Zinio’s
Digital Magazine Reader and download
your favorite magazines for free. You
must have an email address.

ENDNOTES

“JFSA Does That? Really?”
Skilled Nursing Care, Private Duty Home Care, Home Cleaning,
Kosher Home Delivered Meals, Sleep-Over Services, Alzheimer
Respite Care, Care Coordination, Holocaust Survivor Support
Services, Lifeline Medical Alert, Meal Planning and Preparation,
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy, Medical Social Worker,
Home Health Aides, Companionship, Transportation, Medication
Set-Ups, Personal Assistants and much more......

• Join the Library’s Knit Mornings or
Knit Nights and get help and encouragement from others. Knit Mornings
meets from 10 am to noon Wednesdays, August 7 and September 4 on the
second floor of the Main Library. Knit
Nights meets from 7-8:45 pm Thursdays,
August 15 and September 19 at Woods
Branch.
• September is Falls Prevention Month
and Shaker Library is one of many
libraries throughout the county participating in a falls prevention awareness
initiative. Partnering agencies include
the Western Reserve Area Agency on
Aging and Cuyahoga County Department of Senior and Adult Services, the
Cleveland Clinic, the Visiting Nurse
Association, Fairhill Center, Cuyahoga
County Board of Health, and Ohio Injury
Prevention Partnership. Watch for more
details at the Library.
• Both libraries will be closed on
Monday, September 2 for Labor Day and
on Friday, September 20 for Staff Development Day.
• Shaker Library received three Best
of Show awards from the American
Library Association for its public relations material.

excellent personalized
“Yes. . .really!” Get
care in your own home today!

216.378.8660
jfsacareathome.org

A program of Jewish Family Service Association

• The Library and the Moses Cleaveland Chapter of the DAR will hold
its Annual Constitution Read Aloud
at 7 pm Tuesday, September 17 at
the Main Library. To participate call,
216-367-3005.

Basement Waterproofing

www.specializedconcreteinc.com
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The Persistence of

How

By Sue Starrett
Photography by Janet Century

three
Shaker
residents,
as
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Picasso
said...
help
wash
the
dust
of
daily
life
off
our
souls.

Shaker Heights has long had an
intimate relationship with the arts in
Greater Cleveland. Our proximity to
the cultural amenities in University
Circle is certainly a major factor in
why people involved in the arts –
visual, musical, and literary –
choose to live in Shaker.
There are also less obvious
but equally important elements
that go into making Shaker an arts
town: the unwavering focus on the
arts in Shaker schools, public and
private, the Shaker Arts Council’s
energetic activities in promoting
the arts, the philanthropy of many
residents who understand how
art contributes to community
values, and the work of residents
in leadership positions at major art
institutions.
Shaker Life contributing
writer Sue Starrett interviewed
three residents whose highprofile careers in the visual arts
are emblematic of the depth of
the commitment the City and its
people have made to enhancing
our quality of life.
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JoanneCOHEN

Because innovation
is such a powerful
attribute of the
Cleveland Clinic,
we look for artworks
that…push boundaries
in subject matter,
alter perceptions,
or test new ideas.
Above - “Edgewater Park,” pigment print
on Dibond, by Barry Underwood, 2013,
Cleveland Heights.
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oanne Cohen is the first executive
director and curator of the new Art
Program of the Cleveland Clinic’s Arts
& Medicine Institute. She has spent
her life immersed in, surrounded by,
and in love with the visual arts. Her
mother ran a gallery in Montreal,
worked at the Art Gallery of Toronto,
and later managed the art sales and
rental department at the Cleveland
Center for Contemporary Art (now
the Museum of Contemporary Art
Cleveland or MOCA).
While earning a B.A. in art history
at the University of Vermont in 1986,
Cohen studied Renaissance art in
Florence and art history in London. She
then moved to New York City and honed
her skills as a curator for corporate,
foundation, and private art collections
in ever-expanding positions of responsibility. Cohen did some consulting
for Toby Lewis (with whom her mother
also had worked) at about the time that
Peter Lewis was institutionalizing the
art program at the new headquarters
of Progressive Insurance in Mayfield
Heights. Eventually, Cohen was invited
to Cleveland to oversee Progressive’s
regional art program for 350 nationwide
locations. She worked there for six years,
and then returned to consulting.
Then in 2006, Cohen was hired to
run the Cleveland Clinic’s Art Program.
The Clinic’s Arts & Medicine Institute is
a national leader in its use of both the
visual and performing arts and art and
music therapies to promote healing
and enhance the lives of patients, their
families, and Clinic employees.
Cohen’s responsibilities include
selecting new acquisitions, organizing
exhibitions, and creating educational
programs. The Art Program collection
includes thousands of works of fine
art in all media and fine-art posters,
which are dispersed throughout all
Clinic buildings in public spaces,
hallways, and patients’ rooms. An art
exhibition area on the Clinic’s main
campus hosts four shows each year,
while a televised video loop of more
than 120 artworks is available to

patients. Other components of the Art
Program include: an audio art tour,
Cleveland Museum of Art distance
learning programs, weekly guided
tours for the public, and a special
monthly art program that serves
individuals with memory loss and
their care partners.
In recognition of her work at the
Cleveland Clinic, Cohen was awarded
the Cleveland Arts Prize’s Martha
Joseph Prize for Distinguished Service
to the Arts in 2010. She is a member
of the board of MOCA and several
national associations, and has served
as a trustee for Spaces and Zygote
Press. She is an avid cyclist and skier,
and loves looking at art.
What brought you to
the Cleveland area?
A host of things came together,
including the fact that my parents
had moved here from Canada. This
is the longest we’ve lived in one
place. My husband Morris (Wheeler)
and I lived in a Gates Mills carriage
house when I started at Progressive in
1994. We had deer for neighbors and
weren’t meeting any people. Then we
moved to the Boulevard School area
of Shaker, and everything jelled. We
found the city to be very welcoming
and are delighted by the big arts
community here and in Cleveland
Heights. The proximity to University
Circle is great. I love bringing people
here, either to visit or for a job. My
colleagues from New York are always
amazed at the wealth of opportunities,
accessibility, and the quality of life.
We are so lucky.
Who’s in your family?
Morris and I have two sons: Noah,
who is entering 11th grade and Zach,
who is entering 9th grade. Morris is
involved in entrepreneurial venture
capital projects and fostering young
businesses. He is on the board of
the Shaker Heights Development
Corporation and very active at the
Shaker LaunchHouse.

My younger sister Margaret
also lives in Shaker; she attended
Hathaway Brown School and graduated from Shaker Heights High School.
One of my nephews is too young for
school, and the other is in second
grade at Ratner Montessori. My
parents are no longer living, but their
house was four blocks away from ours.
And I can’t forget our Tibetan terrier,
Tashi. His name means good luck.

“Everything All At Once”, intaglio and
relief print with collage, by Chris Duncan,
2009, Oakland, California.

How did you become involved
with the Cleveland Clinic Art
Program, and what is its purpose?
The Clinic has a very long tradition of
using art in public spaces. However, it
is (President and CEO) Toby Cosgrove’s
understanding of the difference art
makes in peoples’ lives that makes
our program possible. I was invited to
speak at the Clinic after he took over
in 2004. He is a visionary and wanted
to raise the bar and establish a more
cohesive art collection that meets the
same high standards as the Clinic’s
medical care. I suggested that to do
so, he needed to engage a full-time
consultant, incorporate an educational
component, and develop internal
programs. He ended up hiring me!
At the Clinic, patients come
first. The Art Program’s mission is to
enrich, inspire, and enliven our patients,
visitors, employees, and the community,
and to embody the institution’s core
values of collaboration, quality, integrity,
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“BlueBerg (r11i01),” aluminum tubing and plastic, by Inigo
Manglano-Ovalle, 2008, Chicago.

compassion, and commitment. What
this means is that art helps ameliorate
the tension of being in a hospital. Our
collection includes unusual pieces
that might make viewers think, be
transported somewhere else, and be
distracted.We We want to give our
patients and visitors a moment of
levity, beauty, humor.
How does art in a hospital setting
function differently from art in a
museum, gallery, or corporation?
First, it helps as a way-finding device.
Certain works are placed strategically,
to help people remember how to find
an elevator or other area. Second, it
assists with healing by transporting
a patient elsewhere. Artists are the
first to respond to and address what
is happening now, and their work
connects people to the bigger picture.
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We also know through studies that
visual art impacts mood, as well as
levels of stress, pain, and comfort.
Finally, our collection gets patients
and families walking around on the
patient floors.
How has the Art Program
changed under your watch?
We now have a great team of employees
and art interns to oversee the use of
5,000-plus works of fine art and 10,000
fine-art posters throughout 23 million
square feet of facilities. Our collection of
museum-quality pieces represents local,
national, and international artists. It is not
an afterthought, but truly an integral part
of the environment. Because innovation is
such a powerful attribute of the Cleveland
Clinic, we look for artworks that use
unusual materials, or ordinary materials
in unusual ways, as well as those that

push boundaries in subject matter, alter
perceptions, or test new ideas. Paintings,
often the basis of corporate collections,
are less common here.
We are the first hospital in the
country to offer an audio tour of a
selection of artworks; it’s in English,
Spanish, and Arabic. Our patients are
from more than 100 countries, and we
want the collection to be as diverse,
accessible, and inclusive as possible.
Good quality art resonates with and
touches people, and it helps in the
healing process. We always say that
medicine cures, and art heals the spirit.
Research is very important in this area,
and we launched a study on the effect
of art in a health care setting. The
data indicates that exposure to visual
artworks can actually reduce a person’s
length of stay in a hospital.
Contemporary art engages people,

“Fluorescent Fluorescent,” stained oak and steel, by Eric Fertman, 2010, Brooklyn, New York.

and our didactic wall labels share information that encourages further study
and pursuit of art among our patrons
and patients. Exhibitions, artists’ talks,
and panel discussions have allowed us
to reach the broad audience we serve
within our walls, as well as our community. And we collaborate with other art
institutions, including the Cleveland
Institute of Art, Cleveland Museum of
Art, and MOCA.
How does your work at the
Clinic help support living artists?
I spend a lot of time in acquisition
mode because the Clinic manages so
many buildings and facilities that are
often undergoing renovations. We have
18 site-specific commissions. I enjoy
working with artists and architects and
seeing these projects come to fruition.
Hospitals present a lot of challenges
and considerations, and artists are
great troubleshooters.
Two years ago I worked on a project
for Hillcrest Hospital with Catherine
Opie, who is based in California. She
grew up in Sandusky, and it turned
out that her father was treated at the
Cleveland Clinic in the 1970s. She was
thrilled to have an opportunity to give
back. Her 22 photographs of Lake Erie
are testament to that.

My first permanent site-specific
commission was just finished. The
Cleveland Institute of Art’s Barry
Underwood worked on a project for
the new lab building on Carnegie
Avenue. Its 300-foot corridor can
be seen internally and externally.
His photographic light installation
features large-scale photographs of
Cleveland locations, some of which are
iconic. This commission is designed
for the enjoyment of corridor walkers,
foot traffic, and drivers.

What are some of the
significant accomplishments
of your professional life?
Being part of the Cleveland arts
community has been wonderful, and
I have met a huge number of artists
through my work at both Progressive
and the Cleveland Clinic. Bringing
art to people on a day-to-day basis,
particularly during difficult times in
their lives; making art accessible; and
helping more people to embrace art
– especially contemporary art – mean
a lot to me. It was an honor to win the
Cleveland Arts Prize in 2010.
What do you do for fun?
Besides cycling and skiing, we enjoy
Shaker Square, the North Union and
West Side markets, the Metro Parks,
and the Transformer Station. My sons
think art is cool, and I had the best time
with them at the Martin Creed exhibition (the room of purple balloons) at
the Cleveland Museum of Art.

“Pattern Matching (Flowers & Yellow),” carpet collage, by Nevin Aladag, 2012, Munich, Germany.
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HerbASCHERMANJr.

As an artist,
I can’t think of
a better place
to live.
Horseshoe Lake (Photo courtesy of Herb Ascherman)
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haker Heights is home to inter
nationally-known musicians,
physicians, academicians – and
a world-renowned photographer,
Herbert Ascherman, Jr. His work has
been included in exhibitions and
publications throughout the United
States, Europe, Japan, and India.
In addition, he has written dozens
of articles and essays for national
media, taught and lectured throughout North America and abroad, and
received a variety of awards, including
the 1991 Junior League of Cleveland
President’s Award and the Alzheimer’s Association’s 2013 Jennifer B.
Langston Community Service Award.
Locally, he is known as a portrait
photographer of people in creative,
commercial, and social settings.
Ascherman is a fourth-generation
Clevelander and one of three Herbert
Aschermans to have graduated from
Shaker Heights High School. His father
was first, in 1942; Herb next, in 1965,
and his son Herbert, in 1991.
His grandfather, Leo Ascherman,
moved to Shaker Heights in 1930 and
ran for mayor in the 1960s. His mother
graduated from Laurel School in 1945
and dated Paul Newman before meeting
Herbert Senior. Ascherman’s sisters,
Ellen and Andrea, graduated from
Shaker in 1968 and 1970. In 2006, he
was inducted into the Shaker Heights
Alumni Association Hall of Fame.
The Ascherman family first lived
on Stockholm Road and built a house
in 1962 on Green Road, near which
Herb Jr. lives today. Ascherman shares
that Green Road home with his wife
Colleen, one poodle, one German
shepherd, and one conure (a mediumsized parrot).
After high school, Ascherman
earned bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in English and education
from the University of Hartford. He
has been a professional photographer since 1975, working mostly
in a black-and-white format. He
founded the Cleveland Photographic
Workshop in 1977, which exhibited
more than 1,000 photographers in

165 continuous shows until it closed
in 2005. Two years later he created
the Cleveland Society of Alternative
Photographers to promote the use of
19th century photographic processes
such as platinum printing, which he
specializes in.
Ascherman, a longtime member of
the Shaker Arts Council, believes that
artists have obligations to support the
communities in which they live.

When did you first use a camera?
I was about 12, and I still have the
two rolls of film I shot on trips to New
York and Washington, D.C. My parents
and grandparents were always taking
photos; I grew up with cameras.
You were trained as an English
teacher. How did you end up as
a commercial photographer?
I was fired from my teaching job. I then
went to work for my father, who owned
a lumber business. After a year, I was
fired again. At that point, I needed
a job I couldn’t get fired from, so I
made my avocation into my vocation.
Without any training in photography
or business, and coming from a liberal
arts background, I started a photography business. I learned on the job.
Two things happened early on

that propelled my career. A socially
prominent young woman walked into
my Coventry Road studio in 1983,
looked at my work, and hired me
to photograph her wedding at the
Country Club. Thirty-two of her friends
booked their weddings with me in the
ensuing year. About the same time,
two Cleveland Orchestra volunteers
[including this writer] hired me to
photograph Orchestra members for a
book called Fanfare. This was the most
important leap of my career because
it gave me credentials and prestige. I
was primed and ready. I had the talent
and the ability – all I needed was a job
to show Cleveland my capabilities.
These two events generated 34
years of working with society clientele
and 20 years as the portrait photographer to the Cleveland Orchestra, and
established me internationally as a
portrait photographer.
Where does your
talent come from?
It probably comes from my mother’s
side of the family. She made sure we
three kids took art lessons from a
neighbor who had a home studio at
Green and Shelburne roads; so my
talents are Shaker Heights-spawned.
What’s interesting is that my two
sisters have turned to the arts after
working in other professions. Andrea
is a stained glass artist, and Ellen is
a novelist and painter.
Why is most of your work
in black-and-white?
I was raised in black-and-white
photography, and I believe that it
is the language of an artist. People
react to black-and-white photos by
organizing the images intellectually
and responding emotionally. My
training came from my love of 19th
century portrait photographers, who
were painters first.
Then I studied the Renaissance
because it is the origin of all portraiture. I have been to the Uffizi, the
the Louvre, and the Met, and the
Cleveland Museum of Art is my
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secondhome. Also, my early understanding of portraiture came from my
study of the great photographers who
worked in black-and-white, Yousuf Karsh
and Arnold Newman. Having no mentor
or master, I used my college education
– based on what I learned at Shaker
Heights High School – to teach myself.
My library now contains 2,000
books on photography and almost
100 on Renaissance painting, through
which I have studied with thousands
of master artists. Alfred Stieglitz is the
progenitor of American photography
and established its legitimacy in the
20th century. Of all the great icons, I
am most beholden to him.
Your work includes many
photographic studies, ranging
from portraits of Holocaust
survivors to Cleveland Clinic
surgeons to workers at ISG
(Mittel) Steel Company. Why?
Because of my contacts in the
community, I’ve been engaged in
two levels of projects. One involved
society weddings and portraits, and
the other began because I wanted to
sharpen my skills and pursue interests
beyond my business. I also wanted to
do more location shots, so in 2001 I
photographed 110 local artists in 105
locations in Northeast Ohio; it became
the Artists Project, a huge exhibition
shown at Bonfoey Gallery.
At one point in 2007, I had three
simultaneous shows in University Circle:
photos of India at the Natural History
Museum; photos of Versailles at the
Botanical Garden; and Cleveland, America!
– 100 practically random portraits of
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Cleveland residents: people I knew, people
I met, people I found on the street – at the
Western Reserve Historical Society.
All these projects were done with
the idea of using my talents as a portrait
photographer for the benefit of the
community and challenging myself to
do work in addition to what I was doing
as a commercial photographer.
What are you doing now?
In 2009, I closed my studio. Since then,
four themes have dominated my work.
I’m nearly finished with my Native
American project of 750 platinum
portraits. Initially begun with members
of the Mandan, Arikara, and Hidatsa
tribes in Fort Berthold, North Dakota,
the project grew to include representatives of almost 40 tribes throughout
the U.S. My work was inspired by
photos taken by Edward Sheriff Curtis
in the early 20th century. I’m preparing
a portfolio to circulate to museums,
including the National Museum of the
American Indian in Washington, D.C.
For seven years I have been
lecturing and taking photos in
India. Since 2010, the Forest at
Fontainebleau has occupied my
interest; recently my images have
referenced the work of 19th century
photographers including Éduoard
Baldus, Gustav LeGray, and Henri
LeSecq. By printing in platinum, a
hand-coated process patented in 1883,
I’m seeking to capture the vision and
methodology of those early photographic pioneers. Finally, my 40-year
study of nudes culminated in an
exhibition at the Musee de L’Erotisme
in Paris this past May. Mine is one
of only six shows that the museum
will host this year. I am not done with
Fontainebleau or India; I think there are
books and exhibitions in each of these.

What does Shaker mean to you?
I have been to 31 countries and 32
states, and Dorothy was right: “there’s
no place like home.” Growing up here,
I had such a sense of community and
a sincere desire to associate with
like-minded people. That was the
essence of my experience in Shaker
Heights High School.
I breezed through two master’s
degrees because of the incredible
social and educational training I
received at the high school. My
attributes and ability as an artist
and businessman are a result of the
background and education I received.
We were hammered with the concept
that education is the only road to
success. We bought and believed it
and the proof is, we live it. When I
look at Shaker Heights High School
graduates, I see people who prize their
education and use it to the benefit of
society as a whole.
Looking back, I suspect the reason
I returned to Shaker is coincidental,
but I am proud to be here because
of my roots, my heritage, my culture
– the background to my success in
business and art. And as an artist, I
can’t think of a better place to live.

Fairhill Birch
Photo courtesy of Herb Ascherman

What else would you like
our readers to know?
I am president of the board of Artists
Archives of the Western Reserve,
which is the diamond in the rough of
Cleveland’s cultural organizations, and
unique in the United States. It sustains
Ohio’s artistic heritage by preserving
and exhibiting the artwork of prominent
local visual artists. The Archive advances
their artistic legacies by presenting
exhibitions and educational programs,
creating publications, recording oral
histories, and collecting other biographical materials, which we make available
to scholars and to the public.

Herb with his beloved dog, Leica.
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JillSNYDER

We are…learning
how to program
for new audiences,
a lot of whom
haven’t experienced
contemporary art.
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ill Snyder has served as
executive director of the Museum
of Contemporary Art Cleveland since
1996. She has overseen its transformation from a best-kept-secret loft above
the former Cleveland Play House
complex to a dazzling new presence
at Euclid Avenue and Mayfield Road.
In the process, she has introduced
local audiences to an array of contemporary artists through exhibitions,
publications, educational activities,
and outreach programs.
A museum professional for
more than 30 years, Snyder has held
administrative and educational
positions at the Guggenheim Museum
and Museum of Modern Art in New
York, and served as director of both
the Aldrich Museum in Connecticut
and the Freedman Gallery at Albright
College in Pennsylvania. She has
curated many exhibitions, taught
university level courses in art history,
and lectured and written extensively
on contemporary art; she also is the
author of a book on the preventative
care and handling of artwork.
Snyder earned a B.A. degree in
dance from Wesleyan University and
spent time in San Francisco deciding
whether to become a dancer or a
choreographer. Instead, she returned
to the East Coast and was hired for
part-time work in the Guggenheim’s
visitor services department. She
subsequently pursued graduate
studies in art history at New York
University’s Institute of Fine Art, and
participated in programs at the Getty
Leadership Institute of Museum
Management, Stanford University’s
Graduate School of Business Executive
Program for Nonprofit Leaders in the
Arts, and Leadership Cleveland.
Snyder is co-founder of the
national association of Contemporary
Art Museum Directors and serves on
the boards of the Cleveland Leadership
Center and University Circle, Inc.
When she arrived at MOCA, she set
out to build both an audience and a
stronger organization.

MOCA began in 1968 as the New
Gallery, founded by Marjorie Talalay,
Agnes Gund, and Nina Castelli Sundell.
Its first home was a storefront near the
Euclid-Mayfield triangle, and it later
moved to a mansion on Bellflower
Road and to space in downtown
Cleveland’s Galleria, before settling in
the former Sears building in Midtown.
Renamed the Cleveland Center for
Contemporary Art in 1984, the museum
adopted its current name in 2002.

museum’s mission to push the
boundaries of innovation, creativity,
and exploration through its programs.
This past spring, Snyder received
Ohio’s 2013 Governor’s Award in Arts
Administration. Her nomination
stated, “The guiding person behind…
the steady growth of MOCA as a
vibrant contemporary arts mecca
is Executive Director Jill Snyder. …
Snyder has made unique contributions
to the organization and the city’s

“Shell Sculpture,” shells, steel, bronze, and concrete, Carol Bove, 2011.
Courtesy of the artist and Maccarone gallery, New York.

In October 2012, the Museum
of Contemporary Art Cleveland
opened its new, permanent home
in University Circle, not far from its
original location. Designed by London
architect Farshid Moussavi, the glass
and steel building was constructed
in 16 months, but it is the realization
of a decade-long planning effort. The
site is part of the new Uptown area
of University Circle, at the edge of
Case Western Reserve University. As
a non-collecting museum, MOCA
showcases local, national, and
international artists. Exhibits change
throughout the year and serve the

cultural landscape. Under her direction,
MOCA is on track to establish a new
level of engagement between the public
and the contemporary art of our time.
By any measure, Jill has had an extraordinary impact on the cultural life of this
region and beyond.” And in June, she
received the Martha Josseph Prize from
the 2013 Cleveland Arts Prize.
How long have you lived
in Shaker Heights and
what brought you here?
I moved to Ohio for the position at
MOCA, and I’ve lived in the Shaker
Square area for 16 years. The Square
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is my back yard, and I love the restaurants there. I wanted
someplace a little urban, and I didn’t want to have to get in
the car to get a cup of coffee. I fell in love with the architecture of Shaker Heights, and enjoy taking my morning
walk around Shaker Lakes and the Nature Center and then
looping back home on Shaker Boulevard.
When I host out-of-town visitors, whether for
professional or personal reasons, they can’t get over how
beautiful Shaker is – the neighborhoods, the park settings.
It’s not uncommon for them to talk about buying a little
place here. Shaker’s a gem, with all the amenities.

sensory level, my life was very rich in the arts. The gallery
was a success, and my mother became a corporate art
consultant. My brother Gary eventually moved the gallery
to New York and continues to work as an art dealer, and my
younger sister Kim lives and works there as a documentary
filmmaker. My father would have been very proud.

Where did you grow up, and what is
he source of your interest in art?
My home was in Morrisville, Pennsylvania, about 30 miles
north of Philadelphia. Several generations of my father’s
family managed a sporting goods store in Trenton, New
Jersey, and he worked there for a while. So did I. There was
a lot of coordination to be done, and that was my forte.
My father was an oil painter, and eventually my parents
opened a contemporary art gallery in Princeton. My mother
was a pianist, and I went to sleep every night smelling
my father’s paint and hearing her play the piano. On a
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Who else is in your family?
I have a 10-year-old daughter, Sasha. She is from St.
Petersburg, Russia, and I adopted her when she was 11
months old. A lot of her “firsts” occurred at Shaker Square,
such as tasting her first ice cream. When she was a toddler,
we’d spend an evening walking to the Square and going to
the former Joseph Beth Bookstore. No other children lived
in our building when Sasha moved in – it was like Eloise at
the Plaza – so she made friends with the receptionist and
everyone else; she lifted their spirits.
Now that she is older, we have a tradition of taking the
Rapid to Tower City and staying at the Ritz during spring
break. We pretend to be tourists and walk across the Detroit
Superior Bridge and into the Flats. We visit the Science

Center or see a movie at Tower City.
These experiences expose her toqualities of urban life, and Shaker Heights is
the connector.
Now that you are a mom,
what does the Shaker
community mean to you?
I have discovered the benefits of
sending my daughter to a great public
school system. She just graduated
from Boulevard Elementary School,
which is a mini U.N. because 30
percent of the children are from
countries other than the United
States. All the children are educated
to be global citizens, thanks to the
International Baccalaureate Program,
and Boulevard makes the notion of
globalism concrete. It was a wonderful
vehicle for Sasha to have an identity

that connects to her Russian heritage.
She flourished there. Mrs. Longo is
the best – an outstanding educator
and principal. Every one of Sasha’s
teachers from Kindergarten through
fourth grade has been exceptional.
Sasha is a Shaker Shark; we have
loved the swimming program and it’s
a great bonus for us. I also realize that
school friendships forge neighborhood relationships; we look forward
to becoming part of the Woodbury
School community.
With MOCA’s new home
having been open for nearly
a year, how are you feeling?
We are still riding the crest of good will
and good spirits about the building.
Now our focus is on the operational
side. Moving forward and developing

programs keep us so busy. Demand is
high this time of year. We are growing
into our skin and learning how to
program for new audiences, a lot of
whom haven’t experienced contemporary art. It’s a fantastic challenge.
What do you do for fun?
Sasha and I enjoy taking bike rides
around Shaker, and taking advantage
of the wonderful public library system.
We are Thornton Park members and
like the pool there. I’m a foodie and
North Union Farmers Market is one of
my favorite places. So are the West Side
Market and On the Rise bakery.
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Meet the Shaker Schools’
new superintendent – who has been
on the fast track since kindergarten.
By Jennifer Proe
Photography by Kevin Reeves

Gregory Hutchings, Jr. is a man on a mission:
He aims to visit every classroom in every building
of the Shaker Schools during his
first 90 days as superintendent.
He got a pretty good head start
when he visited the District
last May, his socks a red blur as
he zipped up and down stairs,
popping into classrooms and
chatting with students
and faculty.
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Hutchings explains, “I always feel
like a suit is so boring, you have to
accessorize it with some flashy socks
or a bow tie.”
Hutchings’ sartorial choices
could be seen as a reflection of his
personality, given that he has a history
of standing out from the crowd. “I’m
the kind of person that if you tell me
things are not possible, I will say that
they are,” he says.
A case in point: When he was
in 10th grade, Hutchings’ counselor
denied his request to sign up for an
honors English class, saying he did
not meet the academic requirements.
“The general classes were not
meeting my needs, and I felt that I
was not going to be prepared to go to
college,” says Hutchings. He drafted a
petition for his cause, collected more
than 100 signatures from students,
and presented it to his high school
principal – who signed him up for the
course on the spot.
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Above: Hearing from students is a priority.
Hutchings intends to establish a
student advisory group.
Right: Hutchings credits much success to
life-changing teachers, starting with kindergarten teacher Dorothy Murphy McKenzie.

“I think that moment changed
the entire trajectory of my life. I felt
that I had a voice, and that if I stood
up for myself, anything was possible,”
he reflects. After that, he enrolled
in honors classes across the board,
despite the fact that he struggled
with his grades and was typically the
only African-American male in those
classes. “It’s often a lonely place, and
you have to be a very strong person to
endure that,” he observes.
Hutchings traces the courage
of his convictions to his days as an
impressionable kindergartner in
Alexandria. “My kindergarten teacher,
Miss Murphy, told me that I could be
the first black president of the United
States, that the sky was the limit, that

anything was possible. That’s why I
believe I have accomplished as much
as I have, because she planted that
seed in me,” says Hutchings.
Statistically speaking, Hutchings’
early years were not the best predictor
of academic success. Raised by a
single mother who juggled two jobs to
make ends meet, the Hutchings family
moved three times during his elementary years. “I was a transient student, I
was on reduced lunch, and my mother
was a single parent working in an entry
level job. But my mother was involved
in our lives and encouraged us to be
good people,” he says.
While college was not discouraged, neither was it a given. But
once Hutchings decided he wanted

to pursue higher education, he had
the full backing of his mother and
grandmother, and became the only
one of his siblings to earn a degree.
He credits much of his success to
several life-changing teachers who he
says “made deposits along the way,”
beginning with Dorothy Murphy (now
Mrs. McKenzie). Athletic coaches
also provided a dose of much-needed
encouragement.
“I joined the track team and
became a hurdler because someone
dared me,” says Hutchings. “I’m short
for a hurdler, so I kept banging my
knees, but I kept at it. I also joined the
dive team on a dare, which I did until I
broke my nose. At one point, I thought
I was too cool to keep doing sports,
but my coaches kept encouraging me
to come back. I still keep in touch with
some of them.”
Education was not the obvious
career choice for Hutchings. During
college at Old Dominion University in
Virginia, he toyed with engineering,
medicine, and marketing before finally
settling on a degree in education so
that he could graduate on time. While
he was working as a recruiter for
his alma mater, a chance encounter
with a school principal provided
him with his “aha! moment”
that he really was meant to be a
teacher. He applied at her school in
Woodbridge, Virginia, and was hired
to teach fifth grade, though the
school year had already begun.
His first classroom was a storage
room with no windows. As the
newest hire, he received students
the other fifth-grade teachers did not
want, including many with behavioral problems. Says Hutchings, “I
remember this moment, standing in
front of these kids as a brand-new
teacher, without much classroom
experience, and I thought: ‘This is
huge. I am responsible for making
them successful.’ I really took it to
Cheryl Hutchings joined her husband at the
Ice Cream Social & Band Concert on the
High School front lawn in May. The family
moved to Shaker Heights over the summer.
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heart, and built relationships with
them. Every one of my kids passed the
state assessment that year.”
Over the next several years,
Hutchings accepted a variety of
positions at other schools, primarily
teaching middle school science.
Aspiring to an administrative role, he
enrolled at George Mason University
to complete his master’s degree
in education, and later moved to
Richmond to start work on a doctorate
at the nearby College of William and
Mary. He then moved to Nashville,
Tennessee, where he earned the
distinction of Middle School Principal
of the Year in recognition of the
transformative changes he effected at
West End Middle School.
In 2010, Hutchings was recruited
back to his old stomping grounds as
a director for the Alexandria schools,
where he had a joyous reunion with
his former kindergarten teacher. “I
didn’t recognize her at first,” says
Hutchings. “She seemed much taller
when I was her student!”
It was through a friend from
graduate school – the Rev. Dr.
Todd Davidson, who had recently
moved to Shaker upon becoming
pastor at Antioch Baptist Church
– that Hutchings learned about
the impending vacancy in Shaker.
Davidson alerted Hutchings’ aunt and
uncle, who live in Cleveland Heights.
They in turn told him they thought
he would be perfect for the job. He
promised them he would look into it
and give it some thought.
“The moment I read the leadership profile for this position,” says
Hutchings, “I knew this was the right
place. That this community embraces
diversity and has a longstanding
history of supporting education made
this the type of environment my wife
and I wanted for our kids, and it was a
good match for my experience.” Given
that Hutchings wrote his dissertation
on effective teaching practices in the
International Baccalaureate Middle
Years Program, “the fact that Shaker
has the IB program was the icing on
the cake,” he says.
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About that omnipresent bow tie: Like many things in Hutchings’ life, it came
about as the result of a dare. “A school board member in my former district
of Alexandria (Virginia) wears bow ties all the time. I once asked him if he
would pass one of my agenda items if I wore a bow tie. He said, ‘Go ahead – I
dare you!’ I bought one and wore it all day, and I got so many compliments,
I decided to wear them all the time. I had no idea how to tie one. I had to
practice with a YouTube video every day for a month.”

Before making the leap, however,
Hutchings’ wife Cheryl, a CPA, had a
few things to say on the matter. She
wanted to visit Shaker Heights to make
sure it would be the right place for
them to put down roots and raise their
daughter Micah, who is eight, and son
Gregory, who is three. Tops on Cheryl’s
list were good schools, followed by
good neighborhoods with tree-lined
streets, family-friendly activities, and
access to arts and culture.
After their visit, “My wife was
hooked,” says Hutchings. With her
blessing, he submitted his application
materials that very night. “Her only
concern was dealing with the snowy
winters.” But any hopes students
might have about a superintendent
from Virginia declaring more snow
days were dashed during a Skype interview with the The Shakerite. “I can’t use
the judgments I have in Alexandria,”

he told the student newspaper. “As
long as the roads are clear and people
are able to drive and buses are able
to get to school safely, we’re going to
have school.”
Hutchings does value students’
views in other matters, however, and
intends to establish a student advisory
council that would provide students’
perspectives on such issues as
technology and instructional needs.
Hutchings is also looking
forward to becoming involved with
the Minority Achievement (MAC)
Scholars and Sisters programs, given
that he can identify with many of the
challenges students in those programs
may be facing. “It would be an honor
for me to act as a mentor for our
students,” he says. “I would not be
here if not for the mentors I have had
along the way.”
Based on his initial classroom

visits, Hutchings likes what he sees
so far. “I was able to see really good
instruction taking place, students who
seem genuinely happy about being
in school, and teachers who appear
committed to serving our students,”
he says. “I could definitely see that the
arts are valued, and I saw remarkable
work displayed in our schools.”
His immediate priorities include
“ensuring that we continue to provide
opportunities that accelerate learning,
even for our students who are already
performing at a very high level,” he
says. He also sees obtaining authorization for the International Baccalaureate
Middle Years Program as a key element
in student achievement. He firmly
believes that “IB gives us the framework we need to serve all students.
It elevates the type of teaching and
learning that occurs in the classroom.”
As for his long-term priorities,
they are nothing short of lofty. “My
goal, and I should say our goal, is
to be the premier district with no
achievement gap,” he says. “I am
hopeful that we can be the exemplar
for school districts across the country
on how to serve all students regardless
of their ethnicity or socioeconomic
status. If anyone has a shot at doing
it, it’s Shaker Heights, where we have
an entire community – the City, its
residents, teachers, administrators
– all willing to stand behind that
initiative.”
Hutchings knows that an undertaking of this magnitude will take time,
and he hopes to stay as long as it takes
to see it through. Although he has
made no secret of his goal to become
the U.S. Secretary of Education one
day, he insists that he is in no hurry
to get there. “I plan to see my kids
graduate from Shaker Heights High
School,” he says. “It would be an honor
for me to watch them walk across that
stage. I want people to know that this
is my commitment; this is where I
want to be.”
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Shaker’s Side Lots
Program is part of the
City’s efforts to develop
City-owned vacant
lots into attractive,
useful real estate.
And some residents
are doing just that.
By Jennifer Kuhel and Rory O’Connor
Photography by Green Street Studio

Anyone can buy a full-sized vacant lot
from the City – individuals, provided
they build a home and live there, or
developers. But the City also owns a
number of highly affordable lots that can
be purchased by residents whose homes
adjoin these lots – again, provided that
they improve the property for private or
for community use.
The program’s flexibility also allows
for residents to purchase non-adjacent
lots for community use – a popular option being vegetable gardens.
“The program is a win-win. It allows
residents to realize their dreams and
it brings these properties back into
productive use as tax paying properties,”
says Kamla Lewis, director of the City’s
Neighborhood Revitalization Department,
which oversees the program.
“The program is really less about the
specific uses of these side lots and more
about the importance that these lots hold
Left: Jason Peterson takes advantage of a
warm spring day to work at the Rolliston
Road Community Garden. Inset: Rolliston Road garden founder and Community
Gardens of Shaker Heights board member
Andrea Beight with Mayor Earl M. Leiken.

to the residents in terms of making Shaker a better place for them – and a way of
enabling people to get bigger yards without moving,” says Lewis. For the program
to work the way it’s intended, buyers are
required to make an investment in the
properties. In their applications, they
have to estimate the cost of the improvements and they must document those
costs for the City.
While the program allows for the
expansion of private yards, Lewis says its
main goal is that vacant lots be repurposed
to address community needs. “These needs
vary from neighborhood to neighborhood,
so we have tried to make the program as
flexible as possible, considering each proposal on its own merits, and its impact on
the street,” she explains.
And the program is working. “Thanks
to residents’ creativity,” Lewis says, “we
have a new orchard, a beautiful walkway
connecting Kenyon Road and Shaker
Town Center, an expanded Chelton Park, a
new tot lot on Menlo Road, two community gardens, a labyrinth, five new houses,
and five residents who have expanded
their side yards.”
Here are a few of those success stories.

The Side Lot Shuffle(board)
The typical fare served on point-ofsale violations lists for Shaker homebuyers usually includes wiring here and a
window there. But when David and Stacey
Reed bought their home on Enderby
Road in January 2004, the violations list
came with an unusual item: the removal
of a shuffleboard court.
As luck would have it, only half of the
court was on their property. The other half
was on a 20-foot-wide strip of property
adjacent to the Reeds that didn’t belong
to them or to their neighbor, though the
strip had been maintained by the previous owners of the Reed’s home for more
than three decades.
So the Reeds decided to do some
investigating. Which turned out to be a
little like removing the wallpaper in an
older Shaker Heights home – slightly
more involved than one might anticipate.
“At some point, the people in these
two houses bought the land together,”
Stacey explains, pointing to her neighbor’s home. “In that 30 years, something
happened next door and that little piece
of property ended up in all sorts of limbo,
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David and Stacey Reed

Shirley Brooks-Horn

then went to a sheriff’s sale.”
The buyer who purchased the lot
at the sheriff’s sale had bought it sight
unseen, only to realize later that its size
made it unbuildable. Moreover, the unwary buyer owed roughly $20,000 in back
taxes on it.
The City acquired the lot, and the
Reeds decided that it was time to finally
take the strip of property out of no-man’s
land and incorporate it into their yard.
At that time, 2011, Stacey was a member
of Shaker’s Neighborhood Revitalization
Committee, which was in the early stages
of promoting the purchase of adjacent
side lots. New to the process, she called
on another Shaker Heights resident who
had gone through a similar purchase. The
resident helped Reed identify expenses
she hadn’t considered, such as survey
fees, so that she could budget appropriately.
The Reeds offered the City $100 for
the lot, knowing that in the long term the
purchase price wasn’t as important to the
City as having the lot owned and maintained by a responsible resident. After a
series of meetings with City officials and
expenditures for land surveys, the couple
became the lot’s official owners in May
2012.
“I think [the Side Lots Program] is a
great idea because it gets these pieces
of property integrated back into the life
of Shaker,” says Stacey. And today, the
Reed’s lot-and-a-half is seamless. The tall
pines planted years ago towards the back
third of the lot are mature, giving the
The Reeds acquired the lot next to their
home and improved the property with a
new arbor and planting beds
56 SHAKERONLINE.COM | August/September 2013

Reed’s backyard patio plenty of privacy.
When the Reeds began the process of
purchasing the property, the couple added an arbor and a hanging trough garden
along the neighbor’s fence and planted a
hawthorn bush.
Stacey says she looks forward to
spending the summers sitting on the
patio – located where the shuffleboard
court once was – where she can enjoy the
peace and quiet of her entire yard.

Grandma Loves You –
A Whole Lot
There isn’t anything some folks won’t

Rev. Roger Osgood

do for their grandkids. Just ask Shirley
Brooks-Horn: She purchased the side lot
just south of her home at 3570 Reidham
Road so her grandson, Theran, whom she
watches during the summer, would have
more space to play.
But her decision to buy the lot was
less about being a doting grandmother
and more about making sure her grandson had a safe, green space to do all
the things a seven-year-old wants to do
outside in the summer months.
“All we had before was the driveway,”
Shirley explains. “And we always had to
stand at the bottom of the hill because
the balls were always rolling down the

driveway. He wants to ride his bike and
his scooter, too, so now he can ride over
there and when it’s fenced in, that will be
even better.”
Shirley smiles now when she thinks of
the lot’s potential not just for her grandson, but for hers and her husband Cleve’s
own enjoyment. But it wasn’t always that
way. She recalls how, for the better part of
a decade, the two-family house next door
sat vacant. Then in early 2012, the home
was demolished and the City acquired the
lot. Shortly after, Shirley and the neighbor
on the lot’s other side received letters in
the mail from the City, informing them that
they could purchase the lot.
The neighbor didn’t want the lot, but
the Brooks-Horns knew they could use
the space for their grandson. So Shirley
contacted the City and got the ball rolling
on purchasing the property. In June 2012,
the City approved the purchase for $50
(though she estimates her expenses after
having the property surveyed, paying for
filing fees and court costs totaled just
over $1,000). This past January, the property transferred and officially became part
of her lot.
Shirley, who works in the cafeteria
at Woodbury Elementary School, looks
forward to starting a new phase of her
Reidham Road life with the addition of the
lot. She’d like to put in a row of shrubs and

Anne MacGilvray, her son Liam, and Lynn Berg work their plots at the Heights Christian
Church community garden.

trees at the front of the lot for privacy. And
finally, a fence to keep young Theran safe.
Of course, Theran has concerns of
his own. When Shirley asked him what he
thought about having all the extra space
to play in this summer, he told her, “I hope
you don’t get tired running and playing with
me because we have a bigger yard now!”

How Does Your
Community Garden Grow?
For years, Andrea Beight watched the
house across from hers on Rolliston
Road go through the stages of vacancy,
deterioration, and demolition. But where
other neighbors may have seen just an
empty lot, Beight envisioned tomatoes –
lots and lots of tomatoes.
“We thought it was a great opportunity for a community garden,” recalls
Beight, a founder and board member
of The Community Gardens of Shaker
Heights, a group of local residents committed to establishing community gardens that beautify and make productive
use of vacant land. “Shaker properties
have a lot of shade and most backyards
aren’t conducive to growing vegetables.
This is a big east-west facing lot with no

trees and great sun.”
Since none of the adjacent neighbors
wanted to purchase the City-owned lot,
Beight in 2010 approached the City with
the idea of building a community garden.
The City would retain ownership of the lot
and the Community Gardens of Shaker
Heights would lease it. Though there is
no cost on the lease, the Community
Gardens of Shaker Heights would pay the
City for its water consumption (the bill is
split among the garden’s members) at the
end of each season.
After several meetings with City
officials, the Community Gardens of
Shaker Heights was ready to turn the lot
into a functioning garden. Three growing
seasons later, there are 28 lasagna-garden
plots – the term refers to layering the
garden each year on top of the previous
year’s soil rather than digging into the
ground – grown by 19 members. Each
member pays $35 a year for a four-by-10
foot plot. Dues cover supplies needed to
maintain the soil; members pay for their
own plants and bring their own tools.
It was the first community garden on
City-owned land. “It seemed like a long process. We kept saying at the meetings that
we just wanted to grown tomatoes,” Beight
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Step 1: The Application

A meditation labyrinth was added to the Heights Christian Church’s side lot earlier this year.

laughs. “But we laid the groundwork. Now
the process will be easier for others.”
The City had a lot of questions about
how the garden would work – understandably so. City Council wanted to
know if the garden would interfere with
the neighbors, if it would spur vandalism,
and if there would be any security issues.
In three seasons, there haven’t been any
problems. What’s more, the garden has
a waiting list of gardeners who want to
become members.
Beight couldn’t be more pleased with
the outcome. “It’s been really great. It’s
brought the neighbors and the community together. It’s a productive use of a
vacant lot. And it’s promoting healthy
eating. We set an example.”
Already, that example has helped
launch a community garden on Daleford
Road, just across the street from its owner, Heights Christian Church.
“We were doing a food program once
a month,” says Heights Christian Church
Pastor Roger Osgood. “We wanted to
have options for good, healthy food. So
we started to grow our own. We started
with the beds out front,” he says, pointing
to the beds behind the church’s Van Aken
Boulevard sign. The church later started a
garden on its Winslow Road side.
Then last year, Osgood decided to
explore the option of purchasing the
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eford. He met with City officials and the
response was “overwhelmingly positive.”
Rather than lease the property from the
City, as in the Rolliston Road business
model, the church acquired the lot for
$1,000.
Osgood was able to get the new
garden up and running with relative ease
because much of its early membership were
people on the Rolliston garden’s waiting
list. The garden’s 22 plots, like the Rolliston
plots, are $35 annually, but are slightly larger, measuring four by 12 feet. Some water
for the garden is collected in rain barrels;
last year, additional water was donated by
the garden’s adjacent neighbor, which vividly illustrates the whole point of the Side
Lots Program: building community through
individual involvement.
And while the garden is a space to
cultivate vegetables, Osgood also wanted
to ensure it was a space that could also
help the community grow spiritually. So
he designed a meditation labyrinth made
entirely from the church’s recycled sidewalk blocks and erected a peace pole at
its center bearing the phrase, “May peace
be in our homes and communities.” The
phrase is written in three languages:
English, Italian, and Moravian.
Surrounded by the plots of flowers,
vegetables, and herbs, Osgood looks
satisfied. “That just seemed like the right
inscription for a community garden.”

Applications to purchase Cityowned lots are available online at
shakeronline.com/assets/downloads/
neighborhood-revitalization/vacantlotapp.pdf or call 216-491-1370.
The application has sections
pertaining to the property’s usage for
either private or community use, how
the purchase will be financed, and a
description of the planned improvements. It also cautions that the buyer
must close on the sale within 90 days
of the City’s approval of the application. Any new construction on the side
lot – an addition to an existing home,
for example, or a gazebo – must
be completed within a year of the
property transfer.

Step 2: Application Review
The Neighborhood Revitalization
Department reviews the application
to make sure it’s complete and meets
City requirements. Acceptable applications then go to the Neighborhood
Revitalization Committee for review
and recommendation to City Council.

Step 3:
The Approval Process
Successful applicants receive
conditional approval from Council
so that they can move ahead with
financing and, if necessary, architectural plans. Applicants will work with
the Planning Department to ensure
that any structure meets design
guideline and zoning requirements.
Any architectural plans and front
elevation drawings are then reviewed
by the Architectural Board of Review
and the City Planning Commission
for approval. If applicants want to
consolidate lots, they must have a
survey done and apply to the City
Planning Commission for approval.
If all necessary conditions are met, the
deed will be transferred.

By Diana Simeon
Africa photos courtesy of
Chelsea Whitman-Rush
Photo of Whitman-Rush on page 61
by Caydie Heller

You could say the seeds for Footsteps for
Africa were planted at Shaker Heights
High School more than a decade ago.
That’s when the not-for-profit’s founder,
Austin Cameron, was a student in
legendary Theater Arts teacher James
Thornton’s senior ensemble program.
“I know I’m not alone in saying that
Mr. Thornton really altered our perspective on the world,” says Cameron, who
graduated from Shaker High in 2001.
Chelsea Whitman-Rush, another of
Thornton’s students, agrees. “He told us to
fill our lives with purpose, not stuff,” says the
Shaker alum and current resident. “When I
was 16 that made a big impression.”
Cameron founded Footsteps for
Africa in 2010 and, last May, he and
Whitman-Rush traveled to Zimbabwe and
Namibia on a humanitarian mission to
help hundreds of orphaned and vulnerable children in those countries.

Falling for Africa

How the influence
of a legendary
Shaker teacher has helped bring humanitarian aid
to Africa’s most vulnerable children.

After graduating from Shaker High in
2001, Cameron went on to Brigham
Young University. A year later, he was on
a two-year Church of Latter Day Saints
mission to Zambia and Zimbabwe. It was
there that the idea for Footsteps for Africa
first took root.
“That was really my first exposure
to such extreme poverty and where I first
gained my desire to help the people living
in those circumstances,” says Cameron.
One episode made a particular impression: While in Zimbabwe, President
Robert Mugabe’s government tried to
seize the rice and beans shipped there by
the LDS church, which Cameron’s group
planned to distribute to the country’s
most needy.
Top: Footsteps for Africa founder Austin
Cameron receives a warm greeting from
a Namibian villager whose community
was the recipient of a school built by the
organization. Bottom: Footsteps for Africa
volunteers gather with a group of orphans.
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“I really saw how government corruption and inefficiency could hamper humanitarian efforts,” he says. “A lot of the
food was sold on the streets and didn’t
reach the people who needed it most.”
After the mission, Cameron returned
to BYU, but was back in southern Africa,
this time Namibia, in 2006 and then again
in 2009. During these visits, he studied
the Himba, a tribe in the northwest of the
country.
In Namibia, as in Zambia and Zimbabwe, Cameron continued to grapple with
the desperate need he saw most everywhere he went, particularly among the
country’s children. Half of Namibians live
on less than $2 a day and, according to
the United Nations, there are more than
70,000 orphans in the country because of
the AIDS epidemic there.
“It’s impossible not to see the extreme poverty, and you can’t help but recognize how few resources are necessary
to significantly improve the lives of these
kids,” says Cameron. “It doesn’t take much
to have a tremendous impact.”
Indeed, during Cameron’s second trip
to Namibia, he brought along a suitcase
full of University of Michigan soccer shirts
(his brother played for the team). He distributed them to a group of children and
was deeply touched by their reaction.
“They couldn’t believe they were
allowed to keep the shirts,” he says. “They
thought they had to give them back after
we took some pictures.”
It made such an impression that a
year later, in 2010, Cameron launched
Footsteps for Africa with the goal providing “meaningful and impactful aid” to
children in Africa, primarily Namibia.
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The organization’s first project: collecting gently used clothing and shoes in
the United States for distribution in the
country. But Cameron determined that
Footsteps for Africa would take a different
tack than other humanitarian organizations already in Africa.
“My goal was to be there every step
of the way,” explains Cameron. “I collected
the items myself. I shipped them myself. I
picked them up myself and took them to the
distribution areas and handed them out.”
Cameron rallied friends and family
and gathered more than 3,500 items,
which he distributed in Namibia in 2011.
When he returned home, he resolved to
return with even more the next time.
“Everyone has extra clothing and it’s
easy to collect a large amount and ship it
over,” he says. “It gets the community involved because they know they are giving
something that will reach someone who
needs it.”

Along for the Ride
Fast forward to early 2013. Chelsea
Whitman-Rush had just quit her job at
Beachwood-based BrandMuscle and was
working as a freelance marketing consultant when she got a call from Cameron
inviting her to join him on a Footsteps for
Africa mission in May.
“It’s a testament to who Austin is that
he would start something like this,” says
Whitman-Rush, who graduated from The
Ohio State University in 2006. “And for
him to want to bring people along for the
ride is just so wonderful.”
Footsteps for Africa volunteers built a
school near Windhoek, Namibia in May.
It provides a haven for many of the city’s
vulnerable children.

This time, Cameron’s goal was to
hand out almost 10,000 items in Zimbabwe and Namibia – while also building a
school in Namibia.
In 2011, Cameron had met a woman
in an extremely poor suburb of Windhoek,
Namibia’s capital city, who ran a school in
her home for about 30 children.
“These are communities where there
are shacks on these rolling hills of dirt as
far as the eye can see,” notes Cameron.
“And one of the greatest needs I saw,
which didn’t require a lot of resources,
was to provide a simple-structure school
that would provide a safe haven for many
vulnerable children in the community who
were at constant risk of rape and abuse. I
calculated it out and realized I could build
these schools, with a fence and sanitary
facility, for $2,500.”
Cameron, Whitman-Rush and two
other volunteers (friends from California)
built the school in May. They made the
nation’s newspaper, The Namibian.
“It’s made of corrugated metal and has
a simple door and a window, but it’s one
of the nicest structures in the neighborhood,” says Whitman-Rush. The team was
even able to fabricate a simple, electricity-free lighting system—involving a bleach
solution in jugs stuck in the ceiling—using
advice they found on Pinterest.

Next Steps
When Footsteps for Africa returns to
Namibia in 2015, the goal, says Cameron,
will be to build between five and 10
schools, while also shipping several tons
of clothing, shoes, blankets, and school
supplies from the United States. The
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Blower-Door Testing is the most
practical way to predict energy
savings by measuring and locating
leakage, providing the home
owner and insulator with
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organization has partnered with Namibia’s
Ministry for Gender Equality and Child
Welfare to help identify communities in
need of a new school building.
The Ministry is unable to provide
public funds to schools in private homes,
but many Namibian women rely on them
so they can go to work. “For not much
money, we can build one for dozens of
these kids,” explains Cameron. “They have

	
  

Chelsea Whitman-Rush joined Austin
	
   a small group of
Cameron in leading
volunteers in the building of a
Namibian village
	
   school.

	
  

no where else to go.”
There’s little
	
   doubt that James
Thornton, who died in 2012, would
be proud of his	
   former students.

“His focus was on helping us
	
  
learn how to connect
with other
people,” says Cameron. “And
I definitely trace my desire to
connect with the people I’ve
met in Africa – Africa is truly my
second home and these are my
people – to my mentorship under
Mr. Thornton.”
One can almost hear, “Bravo!”
To learn more about Footsteps for
Africa, view additional photos from the trip,
donate, or participate in the group’s next
venture, visit www.footstepsforafrica.org.
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OUT & ABOUT
Contact Margaret Simon at shakerdates@aol.com.
Dates and times were correct at press time, but please
call ahead to confirm.

Ongoing Activities

ONGOING ACTIVITIES FOR FAMILIES

for FAMILIES

Family Fun Fridays for Families Raising Children 3-5 with Special
Needs, 1-3PM, SHAKER FAMILY CENTER.
Free, drop-in, facilitated playgroup for
parents with children ages 3-5 with
special needs. Special activities held
on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Friday of the
month. INFO: 216-921-2023.
FRIDAYS:

others in career transition, get job
leads, and network with others. INFO:
216-367-3011.
English in Action, 7 PM, MAIN
LIBRARY. Free English classes for those
who need help. INFO: 216-991-2030.
TUESDAYS:

WEDNESDAYS:
SATURDAYS
MONDAYS,

WEDNESDAYS,

& FRIDAYS:

Sessions,

THURSDAYS

Parent and Child Play

9:30 AM–12:15 PM, THE PATRICIA

S. MEARNS FAMILY PLAYROOM AT SHAKER

Stay cool in our air-conditioned playroom, where parents and
caregivers with children ages birth to
5 years old can play, make friends, and
network. Playroom is also open Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 4-6 p.m.
Use of gym and muscle room during
specific hours also included. FEES &
INFO: 216-921-2023.
FAMILY CENTER.

Parties,

&

SUNDAYS:

Birthday

11:30 AM-1:30 PM OR 2:30-4:30

Birthday
Parties are available for children from
birth-6 years of age. New Sunday Hours:
11 AM-1 PM or 1:30-3:30 PM. Family
Connections at Shaker Family Center is
the perfect place to hold a birthday party
for your young child. Enjoy private use
of our gym, filled with riding toys and
equipment. FEES & INFO: 216-921-2023.

PM, SHAKER FAMILY CENTER.

Meeting,

Heights

12-Step

8-9:30 PM, PLYMOUTH CHURCH,

Take your first step
here. INFO: 216-921-3510.

2860 COVENTRY RD.

North Union Farmers
Market, 8 AM-NOON. SHAKER SQUARE.
Meet local farmers and buy fresh and
local produce.
SATURDAYS:

Events for
AUGUST

ON SELECTED DAYS

AUGUST

Pizza And Play,

5:30-7:30 PM, COVENTRY BUILDING, 2843
WASHINGTON BLVD., CLEVELAND HEIGHTS.

TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS & SATURDAYS:

Play and Learn Station,

10 AM-Noon,

Evening hours: 6-8 PM Tuesdays, MAIN

Free, drop-in, literacy-based
play for parents and caregivers with
children birth to age 5 co-sponsored by
Shaker Library and Family Connections.
(Closed August 26–31 for clean up.)
INFO: 216-921-2023 or 216-991-2030.

LIBRARY.

WEDNESDAYS: Play and Learn Station
for Home Day Care Providers, 10
AM-NOON, MAIN LIBRARY. Free, drop-in
literacy play sessions just for home day
care providers and their children birth to
age 5, co-sponsored by Shaker Library
and Family Connections. (Closed
August 28 clean up.) INFO: 216-921-2023
or 216-991-2030.

DESTINATIONS
Bertram Woods Branch Library
20600 Fayette Road
216-991-2421

For preschoolers and young children
with special needs and their siblings up
to age 8. Forget about preparing dinner.
Come and have a light bite of pizza and
salad and some dedicated playtime
with your child. Free, but registration
required. To register, email Holly Palda
at hpalda@familyconnections1.org or
call 216-321-0079.

ONGOING
ACTIVITIES
FOR ADULTS
Ongoing
Activities

for ADULTS

MONDAYS: Monday

Morning Jumpstart,
Jobs club
moderated by Bonnie Dick, founder
of the Career Transition Center. Meet

10 AM-NOON, MAIN LIBRARY.

Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community
Building – Community Colonnade
3450 Lee Road
216-491-1360

Main Library
16500 Van Aken Boulevard
216-991-2030

Family Connections
at Shaker Family Center
19824 Sussex Road
216-921-2023

The Nature Center at Shaker Lakes
2600 South Park Boulevard
216-321-5935

Shaker Heights High School
15911 Aldersyde Drive
216-295-4200
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Larchmere First Friday:
Sommerfugl, 7-8:30 PM, LOGANBERRY
BOOKS, 13015 LARCHMERE BLVD. The
dynamic duo of Holly Overton & William
Drake performs folk music. INFO:
216-795-9800.
AUGUST 2:

AUGUST 7: Back-to-School

Stories on a
Shaker School Bus, 10 AM, MAIN LIBRARY.
Listen to school stories on a bright
yellow school bus. INFO: 216-991-2030.
AUGUST 9:

Gene’s Jazz Hot,

7-8:30 PM,

LOGANBERRY BOOKS, 13015 LARCHMERE
BLVD. Gene Epstein, Bill Kenney, Kevin
Richards, and Reed Simon entertain.
Homemade cookies are a guarantee.
Free, but donations for the band
sweetens the music. INFO: 216-795-9800.

Shaker Historical Society
16740 South Park Boulevard
216-921-1201
Shaker Middle School
20600 Shaker Boulevard
216-295-4100
Thornton Park
3301 Warrensville Center Road
216-491-1295

OUT & ABOUT
AUGUST 9-11 & 16-18:

Jekyll & Hyde,

Building. INFO: 216-491-1360.

7:30 PM, HATHAWAY BROWN SCHOOL,

Hathaway Brown
Theatre Institute Productions presents
the musical based on Robert Louis
Stevenson’s story about a doctor whose
experiments create a murderous counterpart. (2 weekends; 6 performances,
2 pm matinees on Sundays). Tickets &
INFO: hb.edu/page.cfm?p=5826.
19600 N. PARK BLVD.

Book Buzz, 10 AM, MAIN
Read the Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Behind the Beautiful Forevers:
Life, Death and Hope in a Mumbai Undercity
by Katherine Boo, and discuss it with
others. INFO: 216-991-2030.
AUGUST 13:
LIBRARY.

AUGUST

Meeting,

Board

13:

of

Education

6 PM, ADMINISTRATION BLDG,

15600 PARKLAND DR. Regular monthly
School Board meeting led by president Annette Tucker Sutherland. INFO:
216-295-4322.
AUGUST 15:

NOBS Forum,

7 PM, LOGAN-

BERRY BOOKS, 13015 LARCHMERE BLVD.

Rocketship Books talk about science
fiction. INFO: 216-795-9800.
AUGUST 17:
CHRIST

Community Meal,

EPISCOPAL

CHURCH,

NOON,

CENTER

Duffy Liturgical Dance

Ensemble,

6

PM,

SHAKER

HISTOR-

Duffy Liturgical Dance
Ensemble is composed of dancers,
singers, and musicians dedicated to
preserving through performance the
Negro Spiritual. Reservations & INFO:
216-921-1201 or shakerhistory.org.

ICAL SOCIETY.

2nd Annual Take to the
Lake, Noon- 5 PM, LOWER LAKE. Enjoy an
afternoon of people-powered paddling
and picnicking along the banks of the
lake in Shaker Heights. Residents may
bring their own kayak or canoe for
wet-launching from the shore. Those
without boats may sign up for a kayak
and an introductory paddling class for a
$5 fee, led by specialists from Cleveland
Metroparks Youth Outdoors. Registration is mandatory by August 22. Launch
site location and directions will be
provided at time of registration. INFO:
216-321-5935 ext. 244 or email ryan@
shakerlakes.org. Event is sponsored by
the Doan Brook Watershed Partnership,
with support from the City of Shaker
Heights, Cleveland Metroparks Youth
Outdoors, and DBWP volunteer corps.
AUGUST 24:

3445

Enjoy a
delicious free meal in an atmosphere
of friendship, community, and dignity.
INFO: 216-991-3432.

WARRENSVILLE

AUGUST 23:

RD.

St. Dominic Annual Parish
Block Party, 5 PM, NORWOOD RD. Everyone’s a part of the parish at this party.
INFO: 216- 991-1444.

AUGUST 17:

Band Camp, 8:30AM,
Get the brass
out, drum up your friends, and get to the
camp that prepares members for another
great year of Shaker High School Band
music. INFO: Tom Deep, 216-295-4200.
AUGUST 19-23:

SHAKER MIDDLE SCHOOL.

18th Annual Bellefaire JCB
Biathlon & Family Walk, 8:30 AM, 22001
FAIRMOUNT BLVD. Take a 2-mile walk
through Shaker Heights and University
Heights or sign up for the Biathlon, a
3-mile run & 12-mile bike ride through
Shaker Heights, University Heights,
Beachwood, Pepper Pike, and Mayfield
Heights. Then stay for the post-event
picnic. INFO: 216-320-8276 or HMA
Promotions at 216-752-5151 or email
hma@nacs.net.
AUGUST 25:

SCHOOL BELLS

Time for books and studies…
It’s now just weekends with our buddies
AUGUST 21: Hathaway Brown School

AUGUST 21: Community Band Concert, 7

AUGUST 22: University School

Conductor
Luiz Coehlo leads a local band of woodwinds, percussion and brass. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket. In the event of
rain, the band marches indoors to the
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community

AUGUST 22: St. Dominic School

PM, COMMUNITY COLONNADE.

AUGUST 26: Shaker Schools
AUGUST 26: Laurel School
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OUT & ABOUT
AUGUST 30:

Larchmere First Friday,

7-8:30 PM, LOGANBERRY BOOKS, 13015
LARCHMERE BLVD. Enjoy the acoustical
sounds of the musical duo Old Boy.
INFO: 216-795-9088.

Rosh Hashanah. Shaker
Schools closed.

SEPTEMBER 5:

SEPTEMBER 6:

Larchmere First Friday,

7-8:30 PM, LOGANBERRY BOOKS, 13015
BLVD. Singer songwriter
Maura Rogers and her band share
seasonal sounds of summer’s end
in a year ‘round bookstore. INFO:
216-795-9800.
LARCHMERE

Larchmere Sidewalk Sale,
10 AM-5 PM, LARCHMERE BLVD. Streetwise
shoppers will find unique items and
bargains along the boulevard on Labor
Day weekend. INFO: 216-795-9800.
AUGUST 31:

Events for
SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER
Labor Day. Schools, city
offices, and libraries closed.

SEPTEMBER 2:

SEPTEMBER 7 & 8: Cleveland Garlic
Festival, 1-9 PM, SHAKER SQUARE. Follow
your nose to everything garlic. Enjoy
music, food and fun. Sunday hours:
noon–6 pm. TICKETS: $8/adults; 4/
seniors; $2/children 3-12. Two-day
passes available. INFO: clevelandgarlicfestival.org.
SEPTEMBER 7: 11th

Annual Doggie Dip,

10 AM-NOON, THORNTON PARK. What’s the

The Nature Center at SHAKER

2600 South Park Boulevard
216-321-5935 or shakerlakes.org
Stone Oven Days, 2267
The Stone Oven donates a
percentage of Tuesday’s proceeds to
Nature Center programs.

TUESDAYS:
Lee Road.

Nature Story Time: Butterflies & Blooms, 10-11 AM. For children
ages 2 ½ to 7 with an adult. Enjoy a
book, craft, and hike related to the
theme of the day. $6/members; $8/
nonmembers. Registration required.
Totally Terrific Tomatoes,
7- 9 PM. Learn to make the most of tasty
tomatoes by dehydrating, freezing, and
canning them. Class includes samples
and recipes. Please register at least
three days prior to class. $10/members;
$12/non-members.
AUGUST 7:

SEPTEMBER 9: Library Board of Trustees

Meeting, 6:30 PM, MAIN LIBRARY. Regular
monthly meeting of the Library Board
led by president Jeanne Shatten. INFO:
216-991-2030.
SEPTEMBER 9:

Shaker High School

PTO Meeting,

7-8:30 PM, SHAKER HIGH

SCHOOL SMALL CAFETERIA. All parents are
welcome to come back to school and be

LAKES

AUGUST 12: Nature Story Time: Splish
Splash, 10-11 AM. For children ages 2
½ to 7 with an adult to enjoy a book,
craft, and hike related to the theme of
the day. $6/members; $8/nonmembers.
Registration required.

discuss different types of bats and set
up nets to catch them. Please call Lake
View Cemetery 216-421-2687 for more
information and to register. $10/hiker;
children 3 and under are free.
SEPTEMBER 14: Fall

Stewardship Saturday,
10 AM-NOON. Help maintain our 20
acres of forest, marsh, and stream by
removing invasive plants, collecting
native seeds, and other tasks based
on land management needs. Tools and
instructions provided at the beginning
of each session. Bring a water bottle
and waterproof boots or borrow a pair
from the Nature Center. This Stewardship Saturday is open to groups and
individuals 13 years of age and older.
Call Jessica Brand, 216-321-5935, ext.
237 to register.
AUGUST 17:

AUGUST 5:

mutter at the pool? It’s a good time for
dogs to swim, wade, and run around in
a fenced-in area. A lifeguard is on duty
if owners wish to swim with their dogs
in the unheated and unchlorinated pool.
Misbehaving mutts must be muzzled.
Dog treats for dogs; arts and crafts
projects for kids; T-shirt sales to benefit
the Recreation for Youth scholarship
program. $5/non-resident dog; $3/resident dog. INFO: 216-491-1295.

Bat Night Hike at Lake
View Cemetery, 7:30-9:30 PM. Have a
bat-filled adventure while learning
about bats and watching them fly.
Cleveland Metroparks’ Tim Krynak will

Migration at Lake
View Cemetery, 8-10 AM. Welcome fall
and migratory birds heading south
for the winter. Please call Lake View
Cemetery: 216-421-2687 for more
information and to register. $10/hiker;
children 3 and under are free.

Hike & Run, 9 AM-2
Participate in the 5K run or 1-mile,
4-mile, or 12-mile hikes to benefit
the Jenny Goldman Environmental
Educator-in-Residence program, which
provides environmental education
to underserved urban youth in Cleveland’s public schools.
SEPTEMBER 21:
PM.

AUGUST 23:

Summer Bird Walk, 6-8 PM.
Observe birds throughout the Shaker Parklands. Meet in the Nature Center parking
lot. Borrow binoculars with valid ID.
AUGUST 8:
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SEPTEMBER 25: Annual Membership
Meeting, 5:30 PM.

OUT & ABOUT
part of the PTO network. INFO: shhsptopres@gmail.com.
Book Buzz, 10 AM,
Discuss the book, The Red
Chamber with others, including the author,
Pauline Chen. INFO: 216-991-2030.

SEPTEMBER 10:
MAIN LIBRARY.

SEPTEMBER 10:

Board of Education,

6 pm, ADMINISTRATION BLDG, 15600 PARKLAND DR. Regular monthly meeting of the

School Board led by president Annette
Tucker Sutherland. INFO: 216-295-4322.
SEPTEMBER 10: Mystery Book Discussion, 7:30 PM, MAIN LIBRARY. Read Before
the Poison by Peter Robinson and discuss
whodunit. INFO: 216-991-2030.
SEPTEMBER 10: The History of the
Rapid, 7 PM, MAIN LIBRARY. James Toman,
local historian, author, and co-founder
of Cleveland Landmark Press, talks
about the Rapid and its role in the
development of Shaker Heights. INFO:
216-991-2030.

	
  
	
  

Shaker Heights Middle
School Open House, 7 PM. SHAKER
MIDDLE SCHOOL. Come back to school to
meet the teachers and administrators.
INFO: 216-295-4200.
SEPTEMBER 11:

	
  
	
  
	
  

SEPTEMBER 12: Shaker Heights High
School Open House, 7 PM, SHAKER HIGH
SCHOOL. Come back to school to meet
the teachers and administrators. INFO:
216-295-4100.

	
  
	
  
	
  

On the Appalachian
Trail, 7 PM, MAIN LIBRARY. Bob Grau
speaks about his 2,200-mile trek on the
trail. INFO: 216-991-2030.
SEPTEMBER 12:

SEPTEMBER 13:

Gene’s Jazz Hot,

7-8:30

PM, LOGANBERRY BOOKS, 13015 LARCH-

Notable night with a jazzy
ending and an optional donation to the
band. INFO: 216-75-9800.

MERE BLVD.

SEPTEMBER 14: Yom

Kippur.

WHY
REPLACE?

call for a
free estimate
( 216 )

321-7729

RESTORE
YOUR
WINDOWS

at a fraction of
the cost!
Our expert
technicians can
restore your
window at a typical
price of $100.

	
  

Castle Keep Masonry
Restorations
	
  

Tuck point
Replace
Rebuild
Repair
Water Proof
Brick
Stone
Concrete

the green alternative!

MJM
Window
MJM
Window Restoration
Restoration
mjmwindowrestoration.com

	
  

Steps
Porches
Walks
Floors
Chimneys
Foundations
Patios

Jim Loftus 330-697-3092
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OUT & ABOUT
SEPTEMBER 19: Northern Ohio Bibliophilic Society (NOBS) Forum, 7 PM,
LOGANBERRY BOOKS, 13015 LARCHMERE

Morgan Conservatory staff will
speak about making paper. INFO:
216-795-9800.

BLVD.

SEPTEMBER 20:

Larchmere First Friday,

Thru AUGUST: The Myers’ House Salute:
Cleveland School Art, 1910–1969.
SHAKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Artwork
from the renowned Cleveland School
using paintings that tell stories about
each decade or period in Cleveland’s
history from 1910-1969. INFO: 216-9211201 or shakerhistory.org.

7-8:30 PM, LOGANBERRY BOOKS, 13015
LARCHMERE BLVD. Stressful week? End
it at the bookstore with soothing music
among the books. INFO: 216-795-9800.
SEPTEMBER

21:

Community

Beyond the

Beyond the City Limits

CITY LIMITS

Meal,

lecture. Free. INFO: 216-231-4600 or
case.edu/artsci/clsc/casmain.html.
SEPTEMBER 15:

Ride for Miles,

10 AM,

JOHN CARROLL CAMPUS, 21300 CLAY-

Fun 15-mile bike ride
through the eastern suburbs of Cleveland to benefit John Carroll University
Biology Department’s Miles Coburn
Environmental Symposium. This project
continues Miles Coburn’s work of
educating students and the community
about environmental activism. INFO:
rideformiles.org.

THORNE RD.

NOON, CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 3445
WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD. Enjoy a delicious free meal in an atmosphere of
friendship, community, and dignity.
INFO: 216-991-3432.
SEPTEMBER 21: Raider Day, 1 PM, SHAKER

The Shaker
varsity football team tackles Normandy.

HIGH SCHOOL RUPP FIELD.

6th Annual Jewish Food
& Culture Festival, 11 AM-4 PM, MALTZ

AUGUST 11:

MUSEUM OF JEWISH HISTORY, 2929 RICHMOND RD. Food, family, and fun. Enjoy
local vendors’ food selections, music,
and entertainment. $10/adults (includes
20 food tickets); $5/children under
12 (includes 10 food tickets). INFO:
216-593-0575.

Cleveland Classical
Guitar Society Concert, 3-4:30 PM,

AUGUST 16:

PLYMOUTH CHURCH, 2860 COVENTRY RD.

8:30 PM, 3900 WILDLIFE WAY, CLEVELAND.

Showcase Concert by Jason Vieaux, Duo
Amaral, Stephen Aron, and Francois
Fowler. Free, but freewill donations
welcomed. INFO: 216-921-3510.

Cruise the Zoo on a bike after hours.
Animals will be on exhibit and exhibitor
booths will be set up on the Welcome
Plaza. Call 216-771-7120 to rent a Bike
for the Night from The Bike Rack and
your bike will be waiting for you. The
number of bikes available for rent is
limited. Tickets: $12/person; children
under 2 free. INFO: 216-661-6500.

SEPTEMBER 22:

Shaker Heights Architectural Walking Tour, 2 PM, MAIN
LIBRARY. Shaker Library and Shaker
Heights
Landmark
Commission
co-sponsor a walking tour of the Winslow
Road Historic District led by local historian Ken Goldberg. INFO: 216-991-2030.
SEPTEMBER 28:

Wild Ride at the Zoo,

5:30-

AUGUST 25: Tchotchkes Sale, 11 AM-4 PM,

Art

ABOUT TOWN
THROUGH AUGUST 23: RE imagine +
RE invent + RE vitalize: Transforming
Shaker’s Houses and Buildings for
Modern Living, Working, Playing!
SHAKER HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Become
inspired by these thoughtful approaches
to design that will ignite a new passion
for your home. INFO: 216-921-1201 or
shakerhistory.org.
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IngenuityFest,

MALTZ MUSEUM OF JEWISH HISTORY, 2929

SEPTEMBER

Clean up your basement
and rent a table for the first ever Friends’
of the Maltz Museum Tchotchkes Sale,
held in the museum’s special exhibition gallery. Nothing to sell? Come buy!
$35/$25 museum members table rental,
which must be reserved by August 19.
Admission: $3/shopper.

5 PM -1 AM, DOCK 32 ON THE LAKEFRONT

RICHMOND RD.

Art About Town

SEPTEMBER 17: William N. Skirball
Writers Center Stage, 7:30 PM, OHIO
THEATRE PLAYHOUSE SQUARE. Michael
Chabon and Ayelet Waldman take center
stage. Chabon is best known for his
novels Wonder Boys, The Amazing Adventures
of Kavalier and Clay, for which he won the
Pulitzer Prize, and The Yiddish Policeman’s
Union. His latest novel is Telegraph Avenue.
He is married to attorney-turned-writer
Ayelet Waldman, author of the New York
Times bestseller Bad Mother: A Chronicle of
Maternal Crimes, Minor Calamities and Occasional Moments of Grace, seven novels in
the popular The Mommy-Track mystery
series, and three novels of general
interest, including Daughter’s Keeper and
Love and Other Impossible Pursuits. Her
latest novel is Red Hook Road. Tickets
$30 per person to benefit the Cuyahoga
County Public Library Foundation. INFO:
216-749-9338.
20-22:

NORTH OF BROWNS STADIUM AND THE

Cleveland’s unique and exciting festival of art
and technology. Saturday hours: noon-1
am; Sunday hours: noon-6 pm. INFO:
http://ingenuitycleveland.com.

GREAT LAKES SCIENCE CENTER.

SEPTEMBER 21: 20th Anniversary Annual

Cleveland Archaeology
Society Lecture, 7:30 PM, CLEVELAND
SEPTEMBER 11:

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, 1 WADE

Molly Swetnam-Burland, professor of classics at
the College of William and Mary, speaks
on “The Temple of Isis in Pompeii.” Free
meet-the-speaker reception follows the

OVAL, UNIVERSITY CIRCLE.

Susan G. Komen Northeast Ohio Race
for the Cure®, 9 AM, MALLS B & C IN
DOWNTOWN CLEVELAND. 5K Run, 5K walk,
and 1-mile walk to benefit breast cancer.
INFO: komenneohio.org.
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SHAKER OBSERVER

By Beth Friedman-Romell

Seldom a week goes by when I fail
to marvel at the tranquil beauty of
our local park system. The Shaker
Lakes, Nature Center, Southerly Park,
and Doan Brook Gorge are treasures
that have inspired and sustained me
throughout the seasons and stages of
my life.
As a child, I loved going to Green
Lake with my mother to toss bread
crumbs to the ducks. From nursery
school through first grade, I looked
forward to the annual June trip to
the wading pool at Horseshoe Lake,
signaling the start of summer. Shaker’s
combination of trees, water, wildlife,
and gorgeous homes defined my sense
of balance and beauty.
We later moved farther east, but
as a teen, I used to bike around the
Lakes area with my younger cousin,
Stuart, with an improvised picnic of
pb & j and Pringles. Forget GPS; we
didn’t even have a map. We would
gaze across the ponds, fantasizing
about life in one of the stately mansions, oblivious to the real adult world
of mortgages and home maintenance.
I pretended to know where I was going,
and sooner or later we’d stumble on
Shaker Boulevard or South Woodland,
and reluctantly make our way eastward. Uphill.
It was at a Horseshoe picnic that
one of my deepest and most lasting
friendships began. The Jordan family,
like ours, had just bought a home in
Shaker, and the Detroit transplants
invited their daughter’s entire kindergarten class to celebrate her birthday
at the park. Our families discovered
much in common, and over the years,
68 SHAKERONLINE.COM | August/September 2013

Greer has been my steadfast walking-partner, job advisor, and substitute
kid-wrangler. It is only fitting that we
convened this past June at Horseshoe
once again, to celebrate their son’s
graduation from Shaker High.
It has been wonderful to share
my love of walking around the Lakes
with friends and family members. I
remember pushing each of my boys
to hike all the way around the Lower
Lake path, and how great it was when
I finally didn’t have to haul them on
my back for part of the journey. These
days, my 16-year-old prefers biking to
hiking. But the younger one, despite
asthma and allergies, follows his
spirit of adventure onward and often
upward, climbing rocks, trees, and
the occasional waterfall. (I remember
when the woodchip pile seemed like a
mountain to him.)
Sometimes, however, the Lakes
are best experienced alone. When my
father passed away unexpectedly last
year, I found myself gravitating every
weekend to the stone bridge at the
foot of the waterfall of Lower Shaker
Lake. I would sit there staring at the
water, noticing the bees working the
flowers, the ducks diving, fish hovering
beneath the surface. The place brought
to mind Wendell Berry’s poem, “The
Peace of Wild Things,” which speaks
of finding solace in the presence of
animals, who “do not tax their lives
with forethought of grief,” and recalls
the “still waters” of Psalm 23. I came

to understand this phrase to imply
that the waters, and by extension, the
natural cycle of life, are not necessarily
“calm,” but rather, are “still” here, and
will “still” continue in the future.* This
sacred place helped me appreciate the
ways in which my father could still be
with me in spirit.
While the Lakes themselves are
a man-made construct, they serve as
a reminder that a balance must be
struck between the needs of people
and the needs of plants and animals.
Maintaining this balance requires
effort from everyone, including improving our sewer system, regulating
suburban sprawl, reducing or eliminating fertilizer and pesticides in our
yards to improve water quality, and
taking fewer car trips.
How lucky we are to have this resource, which was almost destroyed by
the construction of the proposed Clark
Freeway in the late 1960s. We owe a
great debt to the Shaker women who
successfully stood up to the highway
industry. “Better ducks than trucks!”
was their motto. I couldn’t agree more.
*The original Hebrew word does not carry
this connotation.
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“It costs less to live here than in our own home, and 75 percent of the
entry fee goes back to our estate,” — Dr. Harvey and Cindy Tucker, South Franklin Circle members since 2010
The decision to move to South Franklin Circle in Chagrin Falls made
complete financial sense to Dr. Harvey and Cindy Tucker.
“We definitely come out ahead,” says Harvey.
Even their attorney and tax advisor endorsed the transition. Another plus
is the peace of mind knowing their future plans are in place.
“All that matters to us has turned out to be true. It’s all we could have
hoped for and then some,” says Harvey.

• Enjoy walking their dogs around
the 90-acre campus
• Find it a pleasure to entertain
friends at Radius restaurant
• Glad they made their decision
sooner than later

This is Smart Living™ defined at South Franklin Circle. Interested in
learning more? Call (440) 247-1300 to arrange for a tour today.

To read more about the Tuckers visit www.southfranklincircle.org/tuckers

